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said Rousseau, with inevitable comparisons, creating envy, pride,
and contempt. So, while Locke viewed the protection of private
property as the sole justification for the existence of The Social
Contract, Rousseau saw that same private property as the root of
envy, contempt, and conflict and thus a regrettable cause of
humanity’s fall from the blissful State of Nature. Governments,
he argued, evolved for the purpose of protecting “the haves” from
the “the have-nots”.
He did, later, have a change of heart (probably when his success converted him from “have-not” status to “have” status). In a
second publication on “The Social Contract”, he reasoned that,
having been created to protect the property rights of “the haves”,
governments could, once created, facilitate the freedoms of “the
have-nots”. That is, governments could serve a very useful purpose in protecting those with less wealth and power from exploitation at the hands of those with more wealth and power – not just
protecting the strong from the weak, but protecting the weak from
the strong, as well.
Rousseau advocated very small political states (decentralization), such that universal participation — which he regarded
as absolutely essential — would be possible. He recognized
that in huge, centralized governmental bodies, voter turnout
would be low. (So, we established this country as a 200-year
experiment, to prove that the French are not always wrong.)
The Italian attorney, Cesare Bonesana Beccaria (1738-1794),
applied Social Contract Theory to the issue of Criminal Justice
and is said to have, “…created the modern social science of Criminology.” He denounced, “…torture, secret trial, corrupt judges,
and degrading punishments.” In Sweden, in Austria, and in Russia, systems of criminal justice were promptly reformed to comply
with the principles expounded by Beccaria. The Eighth Amendment to the U. S. Constitution — prohibiting “cruel and unusual
punishment” — is derived directly from Beccaria’s thoughts. By
way of Jeremy Bentham, Beccaria’s book was very influential in
England, too. It can be truthfully stated that the fundamental system of jurisprudence of all modern civilized societies originated
with the ideas of Beccaria.
But we have now gotten well ahead of ourselves.
We began our discussion of The Social Contract with the mention of Thomas Hobbes, who published Leviathan in 1651. We
then “leap-frogged” to John Locke, to Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and
finally to Cesare Bonecana Beccaria, which puts us about a century off course. We must return next time to 1666, to pick up the
thread of The Enlightenment with the one man most responsible
for finally and forever toppling the old intellectual order, embodied in “Aristotelian Scholasticism”. This was not Sir Francis Bacon, author of “The New Organon”, but Sir Isaac Newton, author
of…well, lets talk about that later.

Enlightenment Lite
V-Locke, Rousseau, Beccaria
byLawrence C. Wade, MD-32 °
Valley of Baton Rouge

Among others, John Locke (1632-1704) — the most influential philosopher of his time — did not agree with Thomas Hobbes.
Locke argued for the right of citizens to revolt against their king.
Locke’s ideas were widely influential, contributing to many democratic revolutions, including The American Revolution. Contrary
to Hobbes, Locke argued that “The State of Nature” is an ideal
state of complete individual freedom, in which “The Law of Nature” is understood by all and prevents each from harming others
with respect to, “…life, health, liberty or possessions.” War is
possible, but only due to property disputes. Thus, the principal
reason for humankind to forsake The State of Nature and adopt
The Social Contract is that of establishing a civil authority whose
purpose is to enforce property rights. By acquiescing to The
Social Contract, each individual, in Locke’s view, gains three
things that are lacking in The State of Nature — 1) laws; 2) judges
to adjudicate these laws; and 3) executive bodies empowered to
enforce the laws.
Locke explicitly advocated that if and when the king exceeds
his proper role and devolves into despotism, he has at that point
reverted to The State of Nature, in which state — by failing to
respect their property rights – he is, further, at war with his people.
It is then the right, nay, duty of his subjects to overthrow him and
begin the process of instituting a new Social Contract, replacing
the old governing body with a better one. (Do we have a volunteer to hand the King his pink slip?)
For Locke and for Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), The
Social Contract involved the voluntary but limited surrender
of some rights, freedoms, and privileges in exchange for security and — in the case of Locke — for society’s protection of
private property rights. (Interestingly, a man’s body was recognized as his property, and it thus enjoyed the same protection as, for example, his wheelbarrow.)
Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a central public figure and “one of
the bright lights” of intellectual activity, during what has been
called, “…the headiest period in the intellectual history of modern France — The Enlightenment.” In Rousseau’s view, the purpose of politics — of the civic organization created by The Social
Contract — is, “…to restore freedom.” He, in common with Locke,
held that The State of Nature was a peaceful and idyllic state, in
which people led solitary and uncomplicated lives, their needs
easily met by Nature, herself. Competition was non-existent.
People had no inclination to harm one another. (Makes you wonder about Hobbes, doesn’t it?)
Population increases led to communal experiences, though,

Fraternally,
Larry Wade, 32 °
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Orient Jewels

Endowed Memberships
The Valleys offer a great way to suport
the mission and legacy of the Scottish
Rite while at the same time providing a
benefit to its members. Any brother with
a current dues card may obtain a perpetual membership in their respective
Valley. The cost, varying between Valleys, is a one time payment. However,
those desiring perpetual membership may
also choose to participate in a payment
plan while continuing to pay their dues.
Please see your Valley Secretary for more
information and details. This would
make a great gift for a Scottish Rite
Brother.

With much thanks to Ill. William J.
Mollere, 33°, Deputy in Louisiana and
Ill. Roy McDuffie, PGM 33°, our Orient
and all of its Valleys have commissioned
the production of beautifully detailed
Consistory jewels for wear by the brethren at Scottish Rite events. These limited production jewels are available for
sale for $25.00. The jewel comes with a
stylish black leather-like hanger for wear
with a suit or sports coat. For more information about purchasing a jewel,
please contact your Secretary. Please reserve your jewel quickly because supplies
are limited.

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge:
C. Daniel Smith, Jr. 32° KCCH
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KStA
Valley of Shreveport:
John L. Atkinson, 33°
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°

2007 Calendar of Events

New Orient Web Page
http://www.la-scottishrite.org
It is a pleasure to announce the Louisiana
Scottish Rite’s website - “The Orient Express”. Our website is intended to have
state-wide information for all who visit.
Each Valley has a site that is linked to this
Orient Express and can be accessed by going to “Valleys”. Contact information –
addresses, telephone numbers and names
of principal offers are listed – is contained
on each location. We all hope that you enjoy using this means of communication and
the good work conducted through our
Childhood Learning Centers.

Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. S. Bruce Easterly, 32° KCCH
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana
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Supreme Council
Supreme Council Session
Washington, D C
August 25-28
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Board Meetings
Alexandria
April 21
Warden’s Retreat
Woodworth, La
August 18
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
New Orleans
May 5
Valleys
Spring Reunions
Lake Charles
April 14-15
Monroe
April 28
New Orleans
April 28
Shreveport
April 28-29
Royal Arch Masons
Grand Chapter Grand Council
Alexandria
March 10-13
Knights Templar
Grand Commandery
Houma
April 21-24
Rainbow
Grand Assembly
Baton Rouge
June 8-9
De Molay
Annual Conclave
Lake Charles
August 3-4
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Foundation News
During the Foundation’s annual board meeting, Thomas Hinton, 32° KCCH
presented John Atkinson, 33° President with a generous donation from the Cross
Roads Scottish Rite Club, Marksville, Louisiana.
The Cross Roads Scottish Rite Club was formed in 2000. It benefits many of
members of the five Valleys with a place to meet, without having to travel long
distances. The Club meets on the first Wednesday at Gordy Lodge #133, LeCompte.
Every third meeting is a dining out meeting for members and families. All Scottish
Rite members are welcomed and are urged to attend when in the area.

Hurricane Relief
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation received a total of $113,844.00 to
assist in the relief of our members and
related individuals. We are pleased to
announce that a total of $114,172.00 was
distributed to Brother Masons, members
of the Eastern Star and Scottish Rite
members.
Picuted L:R - Thomas Hinton, 32° KCCH and John Atkinson, 33° President of the Louisiana Scottish
Rite Foundation

Scholarship Awards
The following Speech and Language Scholarships have been awarded to graduate students working toward their Master’s Degree in Speech Pathology. The $1250.00
awards are for the Spring 2007 semester.

Shreveport
Jamie Fontenot
Megan Lerchie

Baton Rouge
Ashley Bouque
Leah Legere

Lafayette (UL-L)
April Hollie
Christine Schlesinger

Monroe
Katie Epps
Deann Guyton
Alex Parnell

Hammond (SeLU)
Ashley Lopez
Nicole Pervis
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each lasting approximately five or six minutes, at each stated
communication. For me, and others in the lodge, this has
become one of the most meaningful and important portions
of the communication. The opportunity to sit in corporate
silence with my brothers for a period of reflection, prayer,
meditation, contemplation—wherever the individual
brother’s silent thoughts take him—is an experience that I
have not had anywhere else. I don’t think that it really
exists anywhere else with the exception, perhaps, of a monastery. An occasional worship service in Christian churches
approximates this meditative state, but it does not happen
frequently, at least in my experience. As rare as the experience may be, it is the one thing that I have ever done in
lodge that truly helps me in my stated goals as a Freemason, to control my passions and make myself a better man.

The Sound Of Silence
by
Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge

The silence takes me to a place away from everyday life
into a place of openness to the directions the Great Architect may have for me. Doing this with my brothers is an
ultimate sharing of our Masonic commitment to one another.

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the
Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1 KINGS 19:1113 (NRSV)

There is more to this than just the silence in Lodge.
There is the Lodge of Ourselves. We are taught that the
ultimate Lodge is within us. Should we not then, provide
ourselves with periods of silence in order to contemplate,
pray, meditate and reflect alone? I truly believe that these
periods of silence can guide us to peace within ourselves
and with our brothers and friends. It can also guide us to
discovery that enables us to have the influence on society
that Freemasonry should. Thomas Carlyle said, “Silence is
the element in which great things fashion themselves together; that at length they may emerge, full formed and
majestic, into the daylight of Life, which they are thenceforth to rule.”

One of the duties taught in the Fourth Degree, or Secret
Master, is the duty of secrecy or silence. All Freemasons
understand their duty to their Lodge and to their brothers
to keep silent concerning matters discussed in lodge or between brothers.

The Masonic Quest should begin in a silent Chamber of
Reflection. It is a place to which the Freemason should
often return.

Beyond this, the degree of Secret Master teaches us that
there are deeper meanings to secrecy and silence, but connecting with these quiet places is diff icult. We live in a
society that abhors silence. In stores, elevators, even while
on hold on the telephone, we are assaulted with obnoxious
electronic music. Even as I write these words, I have music in the background. We have become uncomfortable with
total silence. Could it be because we are afraid of discovering our true selves? Is it because we fear the places where
our thoughts might take us? Are we afraid of what might
challenge us if we sit quietly and listen?

A voice far removed from Freemasonry challenges us:
Silence can be a plan
rigorously executed
the blueprint to a life
It has a presence
It has a history a form

The f irst book of the Kings, one of the two Old Testament books that contain references to our legendary Hiram,
tells us that only in silence could Elijah the Prophet hear
God. The masters of almost every tradition of wisdom address silence as a virtue. We have the thought of Aristotle
who said, “The ideal man is his own best friend and takes
delight in privacy.” Marcus Porcius Cato described the virtue of silence, “I think the first virtue is to restrain the
tongue; he approaches nearest to the Gods, who knows how
to be silent, even though he is in the right.” And the evercautious Confucius warned, “Silence is a thought that will
never betray.”

Do not confuse it
With any kind of absence
Adrienne Rich

In my Blue Lodge we observe two periods of silence,
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Calendar of Events-cont’d.
Wednesday, December 6th
Annual Christmas Music Program

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 3rd Thursday of Every Month

blue lodges, and concordant and appendent
bodies. Our first jointly held event is a Scottish Rite /Jerusalem Shrine Family Picnic
to be held on May 6, 2007. I hope to see
everyone there.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
Henry F Thibodaux, 32° KCCH

Recent Valley News

2007 Officers
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection:

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

SPRING REUNION
APRIL 28th
Calendar of Events-2007
Stated Communications

7:30 PM

Wednesday, April 4th
Service of Remembrance

Saturday April 28th
Spring Reunion

Wednesday, May 2nd
Guest Speaker from the Esoteric and
Philosophical Lecture Committee
Suprise Cajun Chef Meal

Venerable Master Henry F. Thibodaux, 32º,KCCH
Senior Warden
Ion Lazar, 32º, KSA
Junior Warden
Robert Barrios, 32º, KSA

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Clayton A. Wolfe, 32º, KSA
Edward J. Branley, 32º, KSA
Frank DuTreil, 33º, KCCH

Eagle Council of Kadosh:
Commander
Warren A. Hintz, Jr., 32º, KCCH
1st Lt. Commander Daryl G. Glorioso, 32º, KSA
2nd Lt. Commander
Leon Roberts, 32º, KSA

New Orleans Consistory:
Master of Kadosh
Prior
Preceptor:

Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KCCH
Guy T. Wilson, 32º, KSA
Elmo Pitre, III, 32º

Treasurer to All Bodies:
John Z. Zollinger, III, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew:
Venerable Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Secretary/Treasurer

Marc H. Conrad
Guy T. Wilson
Ralph T. Rabalais
Joe Loyocano

Sunday, May 6th
Scottish Rite & Shrine Picnic 1:00 PM
Jerusalem Shrine Center

Wednesday, June 6th
Regular Business-Pot Luck Supper

Wednesday, July 4th
Family & Friends Night-Magician

Wednesday, August 1st
Regular Business Meeting

Wednesday, September 5th
Feast of Tishri-Reobligation Night

Saturday, September 29th
Fall Reunion
Wednesday, October 3rd
Regular Business Meeting

Wednesday, November 7th
Regular Business-Guest Chef

Venerable Masters’s Message
This year our Valley is pleased to have
Bro. Henry F. Thibodaux, Jr., 32º, KCCH
serve as our Venerable Master for the year
2007. Bro. Thibodaux is a long-standing member of the fraternity and past
master of two Scottish Rite Blue Lodges:
Etoile Polaire and Germania. He also has
recently served as an appointed Grand
Lodge Officer in 2006.
Greetings Brethren,
During my year in office, I hope to increase Masonic fellowship among the various Masonic bodies by planning joint Masonic functions involving the Scottish Rite,
continued next column
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On January 3, 2007, after sharing the
fellowship of a good meal our Valley conducted its annual election of off icers.
After being chosen by the brethren, the
elected officers obligated themselves to
serve our Valley with distinction in their
various offices. Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert,
33° performed the swearing in ceremony
and encouraged our officers to serve our
Valley with honor following the philosophies taught by the Scottish Rite degrees.
Congratulations to those who were
elected to serve the Valley in 2007 and
thanks to those who answered the call to
duty in 2006.
On February 7, 2007, the Valley held
its annual Valentine's Day Celebration.
After prayer, the brethren feasted upon
smothered chicken over pasta accompanied by stewed green beans, salad, and
dinner rolls with traditional New Orleans
King Cake for dessert. As is the custom
of our Valley during its Valentine's Day
Celebration, the gentlemen first served
the ladies before dining. The gentlemen
also thanked the ladies for supporting the
brethren of the Valley throughout the
year. After the enjoyable meal, the brethren heard from Bro. Marc H. Conrad, 32º,
KSA who gave a presentation on the origins of Valentine's Day, it having its roots
continued on page 12

In Memoriam
Clyde Lamar Advants, 32°
Marshall Irven Busby, 32°
Harrison James Holloway, 32°
Courtland John Kay, 32°
Fredrick Bernard Oramous, 32°
George Herman Rabeneck, 32°
Alvin Peter Stephany, 32°
Joseph Pacaccio, Jr. 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2007 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Roy B Tuck, PGM 33°
Senior Warden:
Robert L LaBorde, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33 °

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Spring Reunion April 28-29
Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 3rd
Dinner with Ladies:
Service of Remembrance
KCCH Club Meeting

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
5:30 PM

Tuesday, April 10th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Spring Reunion
Tuesday, May 8th

April 28 & 29

Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting with Program

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Tuesday, June 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, July 10th
Dinner with Ladies:
6:00 PM
Open Meeting/July 4th
6:30 PM
Shreveport Metropolitan Concert Band

Tuesday, August 14th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 11th
Dinner with Ladies:
Feast of Tishri

Fall Reunion

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

September 29 &30

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

Thomas F Murphy, 33°
H Edward Durham, 32° KCCH
Stanford L Jensen, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Frank L Falkenberry, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies
Secretary to All Bodies

Frank L Falkenberry, 33 °
Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Charles E Shearer, 33°
Louis E McGee, 33°
John L Atkinson, 33°

Ceremony of Remembrance and
Renewal
The new Ceremony, titled Day of Remembrance and Renewal combines the
Rite's traditional observances of Maundy
Thursday, the Mystic Banquet, and the
extinguishing and relighting the Lights
into a one-evening event which commemorates past Brethren while confirming our dedication to continuing their
good works in our own lives and in the
world. The event will take place on Tuesday, April 3 and will be open to the public. Invitations have been extended to
Master Masons and their guests to attend
the function.

From the Secretary’s Desk
The Director of Work has set Saturday, April 21 for practice of the Degrees:
8:00 3 2nd, 9th, 10th, and 4th Degrees
9:00
18th, 12th, and 20th Degrees
10:00 26th, 21st, 7th, and 6th Degrees
11:00
14th, 24th, and 31st Degrees
12:00
30th, 28th, and 19th Degrees
Note: 8th Degree will practice in
Leesville and 11th Degree will practice
in Alexandria
6

Knights of St. Andrew
2007 Officers
Knight Commander
John Ayer
Knight Warden
E. Allen Kelly
Knight Captain
Carey C. Allison
Knight Steward
Larry C. LaBorde
Knight Senior Deacon
James P. Allen
Knight Junior Deacon
Michael W. Beeler
Knight Herald
Donald W. Grindstaff II
Knight Chaplain
Byron Keith Tendell
Knight Quartermaster
Virgil F. Trenado
Knight Sentinel
Andrew H. Stevenson
Knight
Joseph E. Moore
Knight
Stephen Mead
Knight Emeritus Thomas P. Dickson, KCCH

Achievements & Participation
September 2005, Oklahoma's Guthrie
Valley Chartered Shreveport Knights of
St. Andrew.
October 17, 2005, Charter Officers installed by Baton Rouge Chapter, Keith
Duncan.
November 2005, Rose on the Altar
December 2005, Honors & Awards, supported, aided & assisted, Bag Piping.
January 2006, Constitution & By-Laws
adopted & signed.
February 2006, Grand Lodge
March 2006, Cpt Hicks Desert Storm
Presentation
March 2006, Maundy Thursday Service
of Remembrance
April 2006, Spring Reunion, adopted the
candidates.
May 2006, Speech & Language Center
Presentation
June 20, 2006, 1st Squiring Initiating
Ceremony
July 2006, Patriotic Presentation, History
of the Flag
September 2006, Feast of Tishri
September 2006, Fall Reunion, adopted
October 2006, Yeary's Concert, Anniversary of Chapter.
November 2006, Shroud of Turin, Honor
50 year Recipient Mickey Holland
December 2006,Squire Initiation Ceremony, Election & Installation Knight
Induction Ceremony

I N M EMORIAM
Coleman Beazley, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2007 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Harold H Young, 33 °
Jimmy H Leger, 32º KCCH
Cliff Heath, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Daryl Johnson, 32° KCCH
Ken Michel, 32° KCCH
John Butterick, 32°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

Allen Fruge, 33°
Archie Hickman, 32° KCCH
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
John Butterick, 32°
Prior:
Cliff Heath, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Don Verret, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies Clarence Callahan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies
Charles G Callahan, 33°

2007 Dues are due January 1, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2007
Saturday & Sunday April 14 & 15

Spring Reunion

Spring Reunion

Our Spring Reunion is scheduled for
Saturday & Sunday, April 14 & 15, 2007.
The Reunion will be held in Memory of Ill.
Jesse M. Knowles, Jr., 33° IGH.
On Saturday, April 14th there will be
heavy Hors-d’oeuvres with Members &
Ladies at beginning at 6:00 P. M. Please
RSVP by April 9, 2007.

Wednesday, April 18th
Future of OES-Juanita Wilkerson

Wednesday, May 16th
American Patriotism-John Butterick

Wednesday, June 20th
Dyslexia Presentation-Roy Tuck, PGM

Wednesday July 18th
Speech & Hearing-Wilbert Stelly

Wednesday, August 15th
Out of Town Meeting

Saturday & Sunday Sept 8 & 9
Fall Reunion

Wednesday, September 19th
50-Year & Past Venerable Masters

Wednesday, October 17th
Feast of Tishri

Saturday, October 20th
Family Day

Wednesday, November 21st
Homeland Security-Dick Gremillion

Wednesday, December 19th
Election of Officers
I N M EMORIAM

The last Friday of every month,
through October, is Back Door
Lunch. Come join us for a delicious
meal and fellowship.

Raymond Thompson, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2007 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

SPRING REUNION
MARCH 3rd & 4th

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2007
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

James E Wingate, 32° KCCH
Jimmie A Galloway, 32º
Ricks M Bowles, 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Ben F Melanson, 32º KCCH
Marshal Woodard, 32º
Roy Blair, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Keith A Duncan, 32º
David M Wallace, 32°
Gene Caigle, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies

Michael Hawkins, 32°
Wayne M Mitchell, 32º
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Joe A Stroud, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew:
Venerable Master:

Keith A Duncan, 32º

Monday, May 14th
Mother’s Day Program

Monday, June 11th
Masonic Education-Degree Explanation

Monday, July 9th
Independence Day-Lloyd Pence Birthday

Monday, August 13th
Masonic Education

Saturday August 18th
Widow’s Night

Monday, September 10th
Appendant Bodies Invitational

Saturday & Sunday September 15& 16
Fall Reunion

Monday, October 8th
Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 12th
Thanksgiving Celebration

Monday, December 10th
Election of Officers-Christmas Party

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment 6:30
Meeting 7:00

Personal Representative
Message
The Baton Rouge Valley just completed its Spring Reunion and conferred
the 4th through the 14th degrees on three
(3) candidates. On the surface that does
not look too good, but if you talk to the
men who went through the class you
would hear a different story. They asked
question after question about masonry
and received answers. It seems their appetite for Masonic information was insatiable. It seems this is exactly what we
have been hearing at leadership conferences over the past several years. During
the coming months at our regular meetings, these brothers will receive the remaining 18 degrees and hopefully at the
end of that journey, they, as well as the
membership who attend, will know a little
more about masonry and our fraternity.
We know there will be some bumps in
the road, as we have already hit a few.
Nevertheless, obstacles create challenges
that can be overcome. We will continue
this year with the program that has
started, make note of our mistakes and
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successes, and start planning for the future.
During our spring reunion we had the
pleasure of presenting Brother Charles E.
"Chuck" Julian 32 with his blue cap for
50 years of continuous service to the Scottish Rite. "Chuck" is a charter member
of the Baton Rouge Valley and has served
in three of the four bodies of the rite as
well as working in numerous degrees. He
also served as Worshipful Master of Capitol Lodge in Baton Rouge on two occasions and is an active member of the High
Twelve Club. Although he is no spring
chicken, he continuously visits the hospitals and retirement homes to try to
spread a little cheer to those in need.
Joseph E. "Joe" Stroud 33 has been a
fixture in the office of the Baton Rouge
Scottish Rite for years. Joe is the Valley
Treasurer and also manager of the business office. He has been an active member for many years, but he does not limit
his work to the Scottish Rite. He served
as WM of Florien Lodge many times and
also Worthy Patron of Myrtle Celeste
Chapter OES. He is Past Grand Worthy
Patron of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana OES. For fifty years, his lovely wife
Shirley has served by his side in the Eastern Star and Scottish Rite. Our gratitude
and thanks to both Joe and Shirley for
their untiring effort on behalf of masonry.
As I have challenged you for the past
several Trestleboards to pick up and bring
a member to your next Valley meeting,
that challenge still remains.
Fraternally,
Robert J. Hutchinson., 33°

In Memoriam
Charles Wallace McCoy 32°
Allen George Monroe, 32°
James Franklin Pendergrass 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Master Mason of the Year

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

SPRING REUNION-One Day
APRIL 28th

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, April 5th
Annual Christmas Party
Installation of Officers

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Saturday, April 28th
Spring Reunion

7:00 AM

Thursday, May 3rd
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, June 7th
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, July 5th
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Each year the Monroe Scottish Rite
Bodies celebrate a Special Time and a
Special Master Mason of Northeast Louisiana. The Special Time this year, called
"Master Mason Night" was held Saturday, February 24, 2007. A gala banquet
was held at the Monroe Temple with the
Most Worshipful Grand Master, S. Bruce
Easterly and most of his Grand Family
(the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge
of Masons of Louisiana F. &A.M.) were
present to enjoy a delicious feast prepared
by the outstanding Kitchen crew of the
Monroe Bodies. Brother Willie D.
Lofton, 32°KCCH is head of the Crew
and his Crew did an excellent job in preparing the meal. The Ladies of Louise L.
McGuire Chapter no. 4 O.E.S. served the
delicious repast.
The Monroe Bodies have made a tradition of this event. The outstanding
Master Mason is chosen from the 3rd,
4th, 5th and 7th Masonic Districts each
year and honored by the presentation of
a plaque to the Honoree by the Grand
Master of Louisiana Masons. This year
M. W. S. Bruce Easterly honored Brother
Travis M. Holley, 32°KCCH from the 7th
Masonic District (a member of Mt.
Gerizim #54 in Bastrop). Brother Holley
is active in his Blue Lodge, District
Lodge, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Red
Cross of Constantine, Royal Order of
Scotland and is certainly worthy of the
Honor. Brother Holley is always ready to
lend a helping hand to a Brother in distress. He is truly a Master Mason in every sense of the title. He remembers his
obligation and endeavors to live by it.
How much better would the label Master
Mason be if more of our Brethren lived
by his example? It reminds me of a statement I read recently, "The Best Sermons
are lived, not preached." Congratulations
Brother Travis Holley, "Master Mason of
the Year", 2007.
Also noteworthy is the fact that there
were seven (7) Master Masons, who had
been raised this past year, in attendance
and were presented pins by M.W. Brother
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Easterly. There were also five (5) wives
of newly-raised Master Masons present
who were presented "Slipper Pins" by
Grand Master Easterly. All in all, a very
enjoyable evening.

Pictured L:R- Woody D. Bilyeu, 33 ° Personal Representative-Grand Junior Warden, Travis M.
Holley, 32° KCCH-Grand Tyler and M: W: S. Bruce
Easterly, 32 ° KCCH- Grand Master of Masons

Spring Reunion
This year our Spring Reunion at the
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will be
held on April 28th, 2007. This will be
a one-day affair and the Degree teams
have been working on their respective
roles in these presentations. It adds a
great deal of enthusiasm to the production if a larger audience of the Brethren is present to witness the degrees.
This is another way we can show the
Class our support for their petitioning
to be members of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Bodies. Registration is at 7:00
A.M. on Saturday the 28th of April,
2007 with Pastries and Coffee available. Lunch will be served as well as
sandwiches for the evening repast.
continued on page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Robert Earl Bass, 32°
James Warren Chandler, 32°
Jesse William Lea, 32°
Marvin Neal Lipp, 32°
Vernon Leroy Martin, 32°
Luther Whitehead, 32°
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Lake Charles Valley News
Spring Reunion continued:

Now is the time to ask a Brother
Master Mason to join the Scottish Rite
and share in the Enjoyment and Brotherhood found at a Scottish Rite Meeting. Tell the Brother, as you give him
a petition for the Scottish Rite, of the
meetings on the first Thursday of each
month, the meal at each meeting and
the fellowship he is missing. Get his
Petition today!

No, They Were Not Freemasons, But . . .
Professor Elizabeth Vandiver is a very well-educated woman. She entered Shimer
College, Mt. Carroll, Illinois, in 1972 as a sixteen-year-old. She graduated in 1975.
After several years as a librarian, she did graduate work in Classics at the University
of Texas in Austin, receiving her M.A. in 1984 and her Ph.D. in 1990. She has held
visiting professorships at Northwestern University, The University of Georgia, The
Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies (Rome, Italy), Loyola University of New
Orleans, and Utah State University. She is currently Visiting Assistant Professor of
Classics, University of Maryland, where her husband, Franklin J. Hildy, Ph.D., is
Professor and Chair, Department of Theatre. Professor Vandiver has been awarded
the Excellence in Teaching Award of the American Philological Association and
many other distinguished honors. She is the author of the book, Heroes in Herodotus:
The Interaction of Myth and History.
In a 12-hour series of lectures on "The Iliad" and "The Odyssey" of Homer -- the
oldest surviving complete works in Western literature -- Professor Vandiver provides
an insightful analysis that, among other things, traces through the two epic works a
thread of the Greek concept of "xenia" (zuh-NEE-uh). She points our various instances of compliance with and violations of that hallowed element of the moral
code of the ancient Greeks.
This virtuous principle, xenia, prescribes the ways in which the two strangers are
to conduct themselves in relation to each other. Xenia, as described by Professor
Vandiver, incorporates the concepts of "guest", "host", "stranger", "foreigner", and
"friend". That is, xenia is a principle of virtue which prescribes that a host, as
"xenoi" (zuh-NOY), and a guest (also as "xenoi" and as a "foreigner"), being strangers to each other, have the obligation to extend to each other the privileges of friends.
The foreign traveler who approaches a house and would seek lodging is obliged
to produce a suitable gift to be offered to the person whom he would ask to receive
him as guest. On being so approached, the master of the house is obliged to receive
the stranger as his guest. Further, he is forbidden to even ask the identity of the
traveler until after he has provided his guest with a bath and a meal.
The two strangers, then, host and guest, are to conduct themselves as friends.
This, it seems to me, very closely resembles the Masonic concept of Brotherly Love
-- the Universality of the Brotherhood of Man. The "Fatherhood of God" has its
parallel, too, in "xenia". You see, in addition to the guest and the host, there is
another participant in xenia -- the god Zeus. Zeus, the principal god of the pantheon
and the ultimate ruler of the heaven and earth and of all gods and humankind, sees
all that humankind does and punishes wrongdoing. The xenoi who violates the
accepted principles of xenia is certain to offend Zeus, and one offends Zeus only at
great peril to one's own wellbeing.
"How like Masonic principles," one might exclaim, "is the concept of xenia!"
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Maundy Thursday
Service of Remembrance
This year, Maundy Thursday will be
held on Thursday, April 5, 2007. This
ceremony which all Scottish Rite Masons
are obligated (18th degree) to attend is
referred to in some Valleys as Remembrance and Renewal. During this ceremony, we divide the presentation into
two sections. The first section is "The
Extinguishing of the Lights" and the second section is called "The Relighting of
the Lights" The first section is presented,
then the Mystic Banquet is held in the
Dining Hall and is followed by "The Relighting of the Lights”.
These impressive ceremonies are presented by Ill: Harry E. Moseley, 33° and
his excellent cast members. It is at this
meeting that our deceased Brethren are
remembered by a roll call and their
memory is honored. We also have a
speaker who brings a very thoughtful
message. Please try to attend and you will
go home with a deep inner satisfaction
that you are a Scottish Rite Mason and
that your Brethren will always have a
special remembrance for you. "People
will forget what you said; people will forget what you did, but people will never
forget how you made them feel". Join your
Brethren on April 5, 2007 and you will
be glad you did! Bring your wife and she,
too, will be impressed by this solemn and
heart-warming experience.
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D. Walter Jessen Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

CENTER NEWS

The Baton Rouge Learning Center’s
Spring semester is going strong. There
are currently 12 children enrolled and
their progress continues with the aid of
Ashley Bourque and Leah Legere working under the direction of Dr. Mendoza.
Bro Prentiss Freeman and Mrs. Freeman recently visited the Center. They
were so impressed with the work that was
provided and the progress that the children are making, they presented Dr.
Mendoza with a generous donation.

Southeastern Louisiana University is
currently serving 6 children in the learning center by providing them with free
Speech and Language services. Since our
start in August, we have seen 7 children,
and have seen great progress in each of
them. We are very proud of our new partnership with Scottish Rite, and we look
forward to growing the program. Our administrator, Mr. Charles Williams, has
been an excellent resource and has provided us with terrific support.
We want to extend our continued
thanks to the New Orleans Valley for supporting our good cause.
Aimee Adams
Clinical Supervisor-Center Coordinator
SeLU

Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center

Joe Stroud, 33°
Center Administrator

Ashlie Lopez and child during Valentine Day

Ashlie uses lion puppet to stimulate responses
Pictured L:R Louise Freeman, Dr. Mendoza and
Bro Prentiss Freeman

Ashlie and young lady reading
Nicole Purvis assists a child in the Audio Booth
Ashley Bourque works with Grayson

Nicole hears a child read
Austin and Leah Legere starting a new study
guide
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New Orleans Valley:

New Orleans-Recent Valley News
continued from page 5

From the Secretary’s Desk

in the ancient Roman holidays of Februa Juno, Lupercalia, and
from the early Christian Church's reverence of St. Valentine.

New Director of Works
Congratulations to Bro. Warren A. Hintz, Jr., 32º, KCCH
who has been appointed the Director of Works for our Reunions
by Ill. Bro. Charles L. McCarty, 33°, Personal Representative,
and Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°, Deputy in the Orient of Louisiana. Bro. Hintz also serves the Valley as the Venerable Master for the 14th Degree in which capacity he has demonstrated
exemplary ability. Bro. Hintz looks forward to organizing the
Valley's Reunions with the assistance of the Degree Masters,
Degree Teams, and the support of you, our Scottish Rite brethren. Bro. Hintz hopes to integrate newly acquired audio/visual technology in the presentation of future degrees. Upon
accepting the position, he was said to have remarked that the
Scottish Rite philosophy of Ordo ab Chao will assist him in
bring more "order" to our next Reunion (Just kidding). Good
luck Bro. Hintz in this new position!

Knightly News
The Master's Apron (Excerpt)
Ther's mony a badge that's unco braw;
Wi' ribbon, lace and tape on;
Let kings an' princes wear them a'
Gie me the Master's apron!
Bro Robert Burns

If you would like to become a member of the Knights of St.
Andrew, then please approach anyone of us wearing the clan's
tartan, jewel or beret at the next stated meeting for more information. We are always seeking worthy squires to carry on our
work. Are you ready to make a commitment? Are you ready to
be put to the test? Are you ready to serve the AASR, SJ? In
the coming months, the Knights of St. Andrew will be issuing
invitations to new squires for induction into the Order. The
Knights of St. Andrew still seek donations of Scottish regalia,
kilts, swords, banners, and flags to add the 29th Degree to
future Valley Reunions. If you have any of these items or would
like to make a monetary donation, then please contact our Secretary, Bro. Joe Loyocano, 32º, KSA at jjloyacano@hotmail.com

Our next Reunion will be on Saturday, April 28, 2007. It
is not too early to start thinking about inviting a worthy Mason to join us. Please share more Light in Freemasonry by
personally asking a worthy Mason to experience the timeless
lessons of the Scottish Rite degrees. If you haven't witnessed
the Scottish Rite Degrees since your own Reunion, then please
join us. Each time a brother reflects upon the themes and
messages of our unique rituals, he takes away something new
and furthers his knowledge and spiritual journey. Please contact me if you need a Petition to give to a worthy brother.
Fraternally,
Lloyd A Hebert., 33°

Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture Committee
Our Valley's Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture Committee needs new lecturers to assist Bro. Marc H. Conrad, 32º,
KSA, with the Valley's 2007 lecture curriculum. If you would
like to give a lecture in 2007 or have a suggestion about a
lecture topic, then please contact Bro. Conrad. Giving a lecture and studying Morals & Dogma is an excellent way to learn
more about the deeper meanings and lessons of the Scottish
Rite degrees. Bro. Conrad would be glad to help you with
your studies. There are also a number of other resources available in our Valley to assist you. However, you can also enroll
in a free independent study of the Scottish Rite degrees by
applying for membership in the College of the Consistory sponsored by the Guthrie Valley in Oklahoma (http://
guthriescottishrite.org/consistory.html). Membership in the
Scottish Rite Research Society is also encouraged (http://
www.scottishrite.org/what/educ/srrs.html). Finally, if you have
any Masonic books or other materials that you would like to
donate to the cause of Masonic enlightenment and education
for this program, then please contact Bro. Conrad.

From Your Correspondent
A Bold and Progressive Move: The AASR, SJ Enters
the World of ARCA and NASCAR!

continued page 13

12

Scottish Rite

OBLIGATED-COMMITTED

progressive decision to enter NASCAR as a car sponsor. This
will allow the fraternity to deliver its positive message of brotherhood and Masonic philosophy to a National audience who
may not have heard about our beloved fraternity and its worthwhile charities. We have a duty to remind the community that
freemasonry exists outside of our cloistered libraries and
temples. I have great expectations that such participation will
increase our visibility in the community, generate interest and
discussion about freemasonry, and, more importantly, assist
our charities in continuing to raise needed funds.
Critics of the decision already argue that racing sports have
nothing to do with freemasonry or the Scottish Rite's scholarly
traditions-they suggest that it detracts from our esoteric studies. I believe otherwise. I suggest that participation in a highly
visible racing community will allow us to reach out to young
men of the next generation in a way that has never been tried
before by our fraternity in the past. Just like the horse driven
buggy drivers who decried the introduction of the first motorcar, Masonic traditionalists will certainly squawk for fear of
the unknown in this instance. We are not trading our libraries
for race cars. In fact, the Scottish Rite has not really treaded
new ground here by choosing NASCAR to convey its message
and make itself known to the next generation of young men.
The Supreme Council has simply followed a proven path already probed and explored by the business community and even
the branches of our Armed Services by choosing to participate
in racing events. All of these organizations have recognized
NASCAR's increasing popularity, broad appeal, and potential
as an information medium for the New Age.
Finally, NASCAR is simply fun to watch. New fans and
adept experts of the genre both have an equal chance to enjoy
the sport-it satisfies on many different levels and creates an
esprit de corps among our members. My own five-and-a-half
year old son loves to watch NASCAR ever since he first encountered it through the eyes of Walt Disney's animated movie
Cars. With the Scottish Rite's sponsorship of a NASCAR race,
this is the first time that he has been able to identify and connect to his daddy's fraternity (he calls it the "meeting"). I
have never seen him more excited than when I showed him the
picture of our Scottish Rite car. He feels a bond with the fraternity where one had not really existed before because of his
age. Our proud fraternity now has a stake in the most popular
professional sport in the Country. If you are an existing
NASCAR fan, you have been given another excuse to watch
more of an exciting sport that you already love. On the other
hand, if you are new to NASCAR and racing, you now have a
reason to learn more about it, and cheer for the Scottish Rite
race car and race team. This is a unique experiment. I hope
that it succeeds. Fiat Lux, Marc Conrad, 32", KSA.

Valley of New Orleans-From Your Correspondent
continued from page 13:

On January 6, 2007, and in later press releases, the Supreme Council announced plans to join the exciting world of
motor sports in the ARCA and NASCAR racing leagues. Bro.
Brian Conz, a Scottish Rite mason, who is also a professional
race car driver, will pilot the Scottish Rite marked vehicle.
Associated race teams, drivers, car owners, and other sponsors
will participate in the race program as the team gains momentum. The Scottish Rite race car wears a paint scheme of purple,
yellow, and white. The Double-Headed Eagle of Lagash is
emblazoned upon the race car's hood and the Supreme Council's
new website address (www.scottishrite.org) adorns the car's rear
spoiler.
So far, the Scottish Rite marked race car has appeared at
the prestigious Daytona race track in February in both the ARCA
and in the NASCAR Busch racing Series. Other races are
planned this year's race season. Private supporters of the racing program have kindly donated the financial backing that
will allow the Scottish Rite to appear as the race car's major
sponsor giving it the opportunity to conduct community events
and promote Masonic related merchandise involving the race
car and race team. The Speed Channel and ESPN2 will broadcast ARCA and NASCAR racing events before a large National
and International viewing audience. The Scottish Rite car is
expected to attract a "buzz" in the racing community and among
NASCAR's faithful racing fans who are known for family values, patriotism, and extreme devotion to their sport.
Racing sports have a proud and lengthy pedigree. Homer
first described chariot racing in the Iliad while recounting the
funeral of Patroclus. Organized chariot races evolved in ancient Greece eventually appearing at its Olympics games. Later,
the Roman Empire perfected this racing tradition by advancing it to its peak by building the largest sports facility in the
ancient world to facilitate the popularity of the sport. This
edifice was known as the Circus Maximus and surely was built
by the Roman Collegia who may have influenced freemasonry.
Additionally, the lore concerning the foundation of Rome by
Romulus and Remus includes an esoteric tale about the institution of chariot races in order to honour the sun and the four
elements (See, the historical descriptions of Ioannes Malalas).
While modern motor sports have abandoned the horse drawn
chariots and ancient mythology for technology driven mechanized race cars of great sophistication, these activities still involve incredible displays of athletic ability, courage, strategy,
leadership, and teamwork-these are the hallmarks of racing
sports throughout the ages.
Modern fans of motor sports come from varied family-oriented socio-economic backgrounds and from all educational
levels. NASCAR has grown from humble rural southern roots
to achieve enviable levels of broad based international popularity in the overall world of professional sports. Recently, the
sport has attracted increased attention from Latin American
fans after the NASCAR entry by Formula One racing champion Juan Pablo Montoya.
Race fans follow ARCA and
NASCAR events to see the same bravery exhibited by the chariot
teams of the ancient world.
I personally applaud the Scottish Rite's extremely bold and

Fiat Lux,
Marc Conrad, 32 ° KStA
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THE FINALWORD

Followership
As others have done, Bro. Allen E. Roberts (1917 - 1997),
a leading Masonic author of the Twentieth Century, advocated
that the "Key to Freemasonry's Growth" is "Management".
Bro. Roberts and other gurus, including Max DePree, agree
that "Management" equates with "Leadership". Bro. Roberts
defined "Management" as, "Getting things done through other
people" -- through "Followers".
Max DePree is a world-renowned authority on the subject
of Leadership. Max and his brother, D. J., inherited the helm
of their father's business -- then the premier source for the design and manufacture of office furniture -- Herman Miller Furniture Company. During the 17 years that D. J. served as President of Herman Miller before passing that office on to Max, D.
J. was won't to reassure his brother by saying, "It takes more
grace than tongue can tell, to play the second fiddle well." That
is, good "followership", like good leadership, requires thoughtful and deliberative practice.
I'd like to share some excerpts from Max DePree's awardwinning book, Leadership Jazz, whose title derives from the
author's belief that the leader of a modern organization fulfills
a role equivalent to that of the Director of a Jazz Combo -recognizing the capabilities of each member of the group and
leading the group so as to optimize the contribution of each
individual. In the chapter, "Followership", DePree pauses from
his focus on leadership, itself, to make the point, "…followers
can improve their leader's ability to get the job done."
To quote DePree, "It seems to me, in the context of interdependent work, a leader has the right to expect followers to:
"Develop a high degree of literacy about the institution; understand its motives; know whom it serves…. [In the words of
Bro. Allen E. Roberts, "No one can be dedicated to something
he knows nothing about."] "Take responsibility for achieving
personal goals…. [Bro. Allen E. Roberts advocated that followers should actively participate in the setting of goals -- not
just passively wait to have them set by their leaders.] "See work
and take ownership…. [Good followers do not wait passively
for leaders to tell them what needs to be done -- they participate actively in the organization, under the guidance of the
leader. Good followers may originate ideas, though they will
never, of course, act without the sanction and direction of their
leader.] Become loyal to the idea behind the institution even
when unable to agree to all the goals and processes. Resist the
inevitable and understandable fear of the unknown…. Understand the contributions of others and accept the authenticity of
each member of the group. Make a personal commitment to be
open to change. [DePree adds, "Change is essential to organizational survival.] Take responsibility for civil and constructive relationships. Be a builder, not a taker.
Perhaps even as we emulate our Past Masters, we would do
well to cultivate in ourselves the qualities of good followers.
Recalling his seventeen years under the leadership of his
brother, D. J., Max DePree counsels, "…I did learn something
about leadership from trying to be a good follower."

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Deputy in Louisiana

Drive Through vs. Fine Dining
When was the last time that you ate at a fast food "restaurant" and remembered having a fine dining experience? Most
of the time I drive up to the little order board, yell something
like "Number Five with a Dr. Pepper", then drive around and
pay at Window #1, pull forward and pick up Number Five at
Window #2, and drive back out into traffic trying to balance
food and steering wheel. It is usually the fish sandwich with
freedom fries and my favorite southern soft drink - the one
invented in Waco, Texas. Fish seems healthier to me than
those greasy beef patties, and the fries are just a necessary
part of drive-through food. Once in a great while, I'll actually go in and order - that, of necessity, requires a visit to the
restroom - to wash my hands. The ritual of fast food, drivethrough, eat and run has become a part of America. The price
is right - usually about $5.00 per visit. Timing is right - usually about five minutes and I'm on my way - quick, efficient,
no obligation to tip anyone or clean-up, and no conversation
other than talking to a board and maybe saying "hello" or
"thank you" to the window workers. It is also not memorable
- a forgettable experience.
On the other end of the spectrum is that very occasional
"going out for dinner" experience - the one where you dress
up in coat and tie, probably make reservations, have someone
greet you at the door and show you to your table. There seems
to be someone hovering around you constantly - asking about
your favorites, suggesting menu items, refilling your water
glass, bringing wonderful selections to eat, and catering to
your every dining need. Of course there comes the time "to
pay the piper" - such services rendered are not free, quality
food comes at a price, those hovering people must get paid
their portion of the evening's cost. Let's see - appetizer, salad,
main course, dessert, drink (maybe wine) - then tip - oh my!
"Toto, we are not in McDonald's" comes to mind. But the
service, meal and dining experience are almost always worth
the expense. Fine dining is not inexpensive; but going into it,
that was known. One pays for the food, experience, surroundings and service - and it is always memorable and unforgettable.
That brings me to some Scottish Rite experiences. Back
in the dark ages when I joined Scottish Rite, it was a four-day
Reunion experience - all Degrees except one were conferred no one in my home Valley knew how to stage the 28th Degree

Larry Wade, 32 °

continued on page 15
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all of our Reunions around our Orient, it is always a pleasure
to meet and visit with these new members; but never, never
has such a meeting passed without one of the men asking me,
"When do we get to see the rest of the Degrees?" That tells me
volumes - this new generation of Scottish Rite Mason, whether
he is 21 or 65, is hungry for "fine dining" experiences - they
have had "drive-through" all of their lives and they came to us
to experience much more, and we gave them Number Five - we
must examine what we are doing in our Valleys in the area of
Degree exemplification, education and fellowship experiences.
Several of our Valleys are trying to get back to "Fine Dining" - our oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the world - New Orleans - has instituted an excellent new educational program;
they are steadily expanding their Degree work; they are involving newer members in all areas of work - Degrees, stage,
costumes, greeting - and their Knights of St. Andrew are performing great things - they are pecking away at that proverbial
rock. It is because there are several forwarding-thinking men
who are not afraid to try. The Valley of Baton Rouge is in the
midst of a two-year experiment - they just had a two-day Reunion and "only" exemplified the 4 - 14 . Each month at each
meeting, they will exemplify one or two Degrees - explanations accompanying each Degree - and the Candidates will
become Masters of the Royal Secret next February 2008 when
all of the Degrees are finished! Interesting idea? No - it is an
old idea and concept - the way it "use to be done years ago",
and candidates had to make arrangements to be present - if
they really wanted "Fine Dining" they made reservations and
arrangements. I hope that this experiment works. It will signal something has really changed with our newer Masons who
want more, and who are looking for life experiences and that
fellowship and that Brotherhood that we talk about - experiences, not just talk - we'll see.
Next time that you Drive-Through your favorite fast food
restaurant, enjoy the meal; and then remember your last Fine
Dining experience. Differences, yes, and experiences, yes. Let
us not be satisfied with our beloved Scottish Rite just being a
Drive-Through experience for all of these bright, excited, enthusiastic new Masons who sincerely want to savor and enjoy
becoming a Master of the Royal Secret. Thank you for continuing to belong, for questioning, for examining, and hopefully for wanting more "Fine Dining" experiences in the Scottish Rite.

The Last Word
continued from page 14:

(Knight of the Sun) at that point. The fact that Morals and
Dogma had one-fourth of its content discussing that 28th Degree seemed to intimidate all of our Degree men - few ever
looked at the ritual of that Degree - it was, in fact, a "normal"
length Degree by all standards. So, days passed, months went
by, years slipped away and no one tried filling all of those other
Degree parts with the new members joining - those guys who
had always been performing parts were proud to exclaim that
they had been performing "that part" for thirty-seven years!
And probably for the first twenty years they were really good
and proficient at performing it. Then they died and no one
was there to take their place - the new members had become
disinterested, had demitted or had just flat-out quit - suspended
for non-payment of Dues. So in order to continue having Reunions, those remaining decided to put on ONE DAY REUNIONS to continue bringing in new members. We only needed
to perform five "mandatory" Degrees - what a deal! It became
like a "drive-through" experience for all of those new members - they had never experienced that "fine dining" experience of a full Reunion with all Degrees. Give them those Number Fives and have them drive out into traffic. The idea of
experiencing all of the Degrees, following up with explanations between Degrees, having the time during those days to
visit, have fellowship and get to really know each other was
lost with the One Day Reunion. Every Valley in this Orient
slowly slipped into having those "drive-through" experiences no one tried to keep those "fine dining" experiences - our fastpaced life styles, our lack of proficient members, our loss of
what Reunions really were, made it happen. And the cost of
joining - $175 - had not changed since 1946. Dues had gone
up - $75 per year. Wow! Together with Lodge Dues, York Rite
Dues, Shrine Dues - oh my! And I'm on a fixed income! It
cannot be only about money. If it is, then it is a "drive-through"
experience. It must be about the Degree experiences and the
lessons learned - the fellowship and the Brotherhood - the designs given to us on our Trestle Board of life - that is the "fine
dining" experience of joining and becoming a part of Scottish
Rite.
When people talk about what it costs them to belong to
Masonry - all of those Dues each year - they never talk about
what it cost to belong to that hunting club, or what organizations like Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary cost per year, much less cost
per month. (When all costs are considered, we have all enjoyed eating that $175 per pound deer meat.) If that 1946 joining fee of $175 were translated into 2007 dollars - well, how
does $750 sound to someone wanting to join? If they really
wanted to experience a "fine dining" experience - that would
not be too much money. But we offer that "drive-through" of
Number Five in one day. Such One Day Reunions have stood
us in good stead during a number of years, but maybe it is time
to examine what we should really be about - are we really the
"College of Freemasonry"? You probably have picked up on
the idea that I am inclined to be more and more negative about
One Day Reunions. I miss the experience of meeting and getting to know the new men becoming Masters of the Royal Secret - 32 Masons. You also need to know that when I travel to

Bill Mollere, Deputy
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Scottish Rite
OBLIGATED-COMMITTED
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Did You Know?
As this is the year for Honors:
Article XI, Section 4.E and 4.F of the
Statutes of the Supreme Council has set
the _minimum_ fees or honorarium for
conferring Honors as follows:
4.E For the Knight Commander Court
of Honour, Patent included: $200.00
4.F For the Thir ty-third Degree,
Patent included: $300.00 Valleys may
or may not require Candidates to pay
these fees and the cost of the caps. These
fees are regulated by the Supreme Council and the supplier of the respective caps.

Did You Know?
Official Statement from the Supreme
Council 33° Washington, D.C.

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
D. Walter Jessen Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

The Scottish Rite, Southern
Jurisdiction’s affiliation arrangement with
BC Motorsports for the 2007 Busch Grand
National season expired without a final
agreement having been reached. The Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction did not provide any funding for participation in the
2007 NASCAR Busch Grand National season program and does not have any contracts with BC Motorsports or any race organization at this time.
In light of the positive feedback from
many members about the potential involvement with a racing team, however, the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction will continue to explore other opportunities for possible participation within the 2007 racing
season and will announce its plans as soon
as a decision has been reached. Through the
program, the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction anticipates having an opportunity
for Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite to be
viewed in a positive light, to educate the
public about our many philanthropic activities, and to provide a medium for increasing public awareness of our fraternity.
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