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of the Entered Apprentice" "the plum, square, and level of a
Fellowcraft", and "the trowel of a Master Mason."
7 -The seven reminded him of seven of the
winding steps in the Middle Chamber of King
Solomon's Temple. The steps represented the seven
liberal art and sciences: Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic,
Arithmetic, Geometry, Music and Astronomy.
8 - The eight reminded him that in the Master Mason Degree he learned a lecture that contained one class of emblems
which are monitorial and consisted of eight points; which most
lodges leave out because it is long, or perhaps most people do
not understand the deep significance:
8-1. The Pot of Incense is an emblem of a pure heart, which
is always an acceptable sacrifice to Deity.
8-2. The Bee Hive is an emblem of industry,
and recommends the practice of that virtue to
all created beings, from the highest seraph in
the heavens to the lowest reptile of the dust.
8-3. The Book of Constitutions guarded by
the Tyler's sword reminds all that they should
ever be watchful and guarded in their words and
actions, especially before the enemies of Masonry.
8-4. The Sword Pointing to a Naked Heart demonstrates
that justice will sooner or later overtake all. And although all
thoughts, words, and actions may be hidden from the eyes of
men; yet that All-Seeing Eye, who the Sun, Moon and Stars
obey, will someday reward all according to their actions.
8-5. The Anchor and Ark are emblems of a well grounded
hope of a well-spent life.
8-6. The Forty-Seventh Proposition
of Euclid was an invention of that ancient friend and Brother, the great
Pythagoras, who, in his travels through
Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several mystic orders which, many are led to believe, were the forerunners of
present-day Masonry.
8-7. The Hour Glass is an emblem of human life. Behold
how swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly lives are drawing
to a close. "Today, life puts forth the tender leaves of hope;
tomorrow they blossoms, and bears the blushing honors thick
upon it; the next day comes a frost which nips the shoot, and
when man thinks all greatness is still hopeful, man falls like
an autumn leaf, to enrich our Mother Earth".
8-8. The Scythe is an emblem of Time, which
cuts the brittle thread of life and launches man
into eternity. Behold what havoc the Scythe of
Time makes among the human race! If, by chance,
man escapes the numerous evils incident to childhood and youth, and with health and vigor, arrives at the years

A Deck of Cards
by
John L Belanger, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge
In 2008, there was a Brother who came home one day after
Hurricane Gustav and found it had taken most of his roof
shingles off of his home. Then Hurricane Ike a week later
flooded his home. Water stayed in his
house for almost two days. After the water had subsided, he walked through the
house and found almost everything was
lost or wet. When he came to his bedroom,
he found a simple deck of cards. He noticed that it was the only thing in the room
that was not wet. After examining the
cards, it brought to his mind some interesting thoughts:
A - The ace reminded him that anyone who petitions a
Masonic Lodge must believe in God. Masonry has no particular type of belief on a religious denomination; however, it
strongly holds fast that no atheist or irreligious man can ever
be allowed to join a Masonic organization.
2 - The duce brought to mind the two patron saints of Masonry "St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist" also
that Freemasonry is considered under two denominations, Operative and Speculative - today it works as Speculative, and
the ancient brethren worked as Operative.
3 - The three reminded him of the three principle supports
in Masonry "Wisdom, Strength and Beauty", the three officials of the lodge "Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens; and lastly, the three stages of life "Youth, Manhood and
Old Age".
4 - The four brought to mind the four cardinal virtues of
Masonry "fortitude, prudence, temperance, and justice".
5 - The five reminded him of the five points of fellowship.
The Bonnie Blue Flag had a five pointed star
which represented the five points of fellowship. The same five pointed star was placed
on the Texas State Flag. It also reminded him
of the Masons who fought and died for Texas
Independence at the Alamo. These men died
to give General Sam Houston, Master Mason, time to gather
his army to defeat Santa Anna. Some of the famous masons
who lost their lives at the Alamo were Jim Bowie, David
Crockett, and Col. William Travis.
6 - The six reminded him that a Master Mason is given six
working tools - "the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel

continued on page 13
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Shortly after class, an economics student approaches his economics professor
and says, “I don’t understand this stimulus bill. Can you explain it to me?”
The professor replied, “I don’t have any
time to explain it at my office, but if you
come over to my house on Saturday and
help me with my weekend project, I’ll be
glad to explain it to you.” The student
agreed.
At the agreed-upon time, the student
showed up at the professor’s house. The
professor stated that the weekend project
involved his backyard pool. They both
went out back to the pool, and the professor handed the student a bucket.. Demonstrating with his own bucket, the professor said, “First, go over to the deep
end, and fill your bucket with as much
water as you can.” The student did as he
was instructed.
The professor then continued, “Follow me over to the shallow end, and then
dump all the water from your bucket into
it.” The student was naturally confused,
but did as he was told.
The professor then explained they
were going to do this many more times,
and began walking back to the deep end
of the pool.The confused student asked,
“Excuse me, but why are we doing this?”
The professor matter-of-factly stated that
he was trying to make the shallow end
much deeper.
The student didn’t think the economics professor was serious, but figured that
he would find out the real story soon
enough. However, after the 6th trip between the shallow end and the deep end,
the student began to become worried that
his economics professor had gone mad.
The student finally replied, “All we’re
doing is wasting valuable time and effort
on unproductive pursuits. Even worse,
when this process is all over, everything
will be at the same level it was before, so
all you’ll really have accomplished is the
destruction of what could have been truly
productive action!”
The professor put down his bucket and
replied with a smile, “Congratulations.
You now understand the stimulus bill.”

P. O. Box 64

Shreveport, LA 71161

Editor
Steve Pence
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Any
article or views expressed in this publication are those
only of the writer and do not reflect the official position
of the Louisiana Scottish Rite. The editorial policy of
this publication grants free reign to the Editor, within the
lines of Masonic principles and teachings. Articles and
pictures submitted become the property of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit is given to
the source.

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Albert J. Meek, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KStA
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, DGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: J. F. “Jeff” Webb, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

2

April 4-7
Hammond

Grand Commandery

Human beings are accustomed to think
of intellect as the power of having and
controlling ideas and of ability to learn as
synonymous with ability to have ideas. But
learning by having ideas is really one of
the rare and isolated events in nature.
Edward Thorndike

A free America... means just this: individual freedom for all, rich or poor, or
else this system of government we call democracy is only an expedient to enslave
man to the machine and make him like it.
Frank Lloyd Wright

A government big enough to give you
everything you want, is strong enough
to take everything you have
Gerald R Ford

Calendar of Events
Supreme
October 4-6
Supreme Council
Washington DC
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Monroe
April 25
Shreveport
November 13
Honors Day
Shreveport
November 14
Reunions
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

May 9
TBD
May 9
October 5-6
May 2
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.

Life affords no higher pleasure than that
of surmounting difficulties, passing from
one step of success to another, forming new
wishes and seeing them gratified.
Samuel Johnson

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
James T. Wiggans
H. Edward Durham
In Memory of Dorothy Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Vada Dark
Mr. & Mrs. John L Atkinson

Leadership Conference
During our recent Conference in
Monroe, your respective Valley officers
gathered together to share, instruct and
learn how to meet and exceed individual
goals. Our guest this year was Ill. Gregory R. Klemm, MSA 33°, Executive
Secretary Valley of Chicago. Although
this Valley is rich in all resources, it succeeds with the attitude that no idea or
program is too small or too large to not
give it consideration. Greg has always
provided our Conference with insight on
how thinking outside the box accomplishes great results.

Scholarship Awards
In Memory of Grover H. Hanes
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies
In Honor of Mr. “Peanut”
Kenneth R. Fuller
In Honor of Lynn D Polk
Jerry and Janet Gould

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
University of Louisiana-Monroe
Tomecia S Jackson
Mylena M Noble
Mary A Miller
LSU Baton Rouge
Cori Lynn Giarruso
Katie E Clark
University of Louisiana-Hammond
Megan Farr
Teresa Thibodeaux
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Stacy E Picou
Hope E Taylor

By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest;
Second, by imitation, which is easiest; and
third by experience, which is the bitterest.

LSUHC-Shreveport
Brittany Davidson
Kimberly Judlin
John L. Atkinson, 33 ° G.C.

Confucius
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to do was, "To learn." If we are not listening and learning in
our Lodges, and from our Brothers, then we are missing one of
the great gifts that Freemasonry has to offer.
We also come to Freemasonry to obtain the mental, emotional, and spiritual tools to control our passions and obsessions. This is something that
we cannot do unless we are
honest with ourselves, and, to
some extent, understand ourselves. How can we be honest
with and understand ourselves
unless we listen for our own
thoughts? How can we deal
with those passions and obsessions unless we realize them
and understand them? Are we
listening? Are we? This self
understanding, although elusive, is another great gift of our order and it is the true way to
understand and love our Brothers.
Thomas Merton said, "It is in deep solitude that I find the
gentleness with which I can truly love my brothers.The more
solitary I am the more affection I have for them…. Solitude
and silence teach me to love my brothers for what they are, not
for what they say."
The greatest gift of Freemasonry also comes as a result of
listening. That gift is communion with the Great Architect of
the Universe. I was once in a Lodge meeting and the Master
called upon the Chaplain to lead the Lodge in prayer. After a
few moments of silence the Master said, "Brother Chaplain?"
The Chaplain replied in a whisper, "Shhh! I'm leading the
Lodge in Prayer." Prayer, for most of us, is a one way conversation directed to the Almighty…..the One who provided us
with the two ears and one mouth. Would our public and private
prayers not be much more powerful if they consisted of us listening twice as long as beseeching?
In the last of his six admonitions that start with "He that
has an ear." St. John writes some lines that should mean a
great deal to those who follow
the Masonic Quest. John says,
" He that has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the
churches: 'He that overcomes
will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall
remain there forever. I will
write upon him the name of
God, and the name of the city
of God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of
heaven from God, and my own
new name. …To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with
me near my throne…'"
Much that is good comes
from this silence… this listening. I wish that I had listened
to Dad a little more often and a
little more closely.

Reflections on the 17th Degree
Knights of the East and West
by
Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge
"Son, you need to learn that the Almighty gave you two ears,
and one mouth, in that proportion, for a reason. You need to learn
to do at least twice as much listening as you do talking."

Will Edward Bowles 1906-1978
Spoken often between 1955 and 1962
I was Will Bowles' son. I also became his Brother five years
before he died. Now, Dad was a man who was proud of almost
everything his three boys did no matter whether they did those
things well or not. I don't think that I ever pleased him more
than I did that night when I was raised to the Sublime Degree.
He taught me many things, first about being a boy, then about
being a man. He taught me to be a son, and he taught me to be
a father. I think he taught me a lot about being a grandfather,
too, but that's so easy maybe I've done that on my own.
He tried to teach me the value of silence which I never
learned as well as he or I would have liked. He also had a few
other zingers (irritating to an adolescent boy) on why I should
keep silent such as, "Nobody ever caught a fish that had its
mouth closed." Or "You want folks to think you're smart? Think
of something stupid to say and then don't say it." The ol' man
(I never, ever called him that where he could hear it, and it
makes me a little nervous just writing it here) did have a way
with the language.
One of the virtues taught us in the Seventeenth Degree is
silence. This Degree is based on the writings of St. John in the
Biblical Book of the Revelations. Six times one of
Freemasonry's two Holy Saints' John begins a sentence with,
"He that hath an ear; let him hear."
When I first started my career in sales I was sent to a five
day seminar on making good sales
presentations. The first three days
were spent learning to listen. How
was I going to know what my bosses
and my customers wanted from me
unless I listened to them tell me?
When I became a manager, listening became doubly important because I had to learn what my boss
wanted, and I had to learn what my
sales team needed. During my entire career I never got in trouble or even had a problem because I remained silent and listened. Talking, on the other hand,
often got me in trouble and caused me problems .
Time listening to others, to ourselves, and for the Words
and Spirit of the Creator is time well spent, for it affords us the
opportunity to learn from others, ourselves, and the Creator.
Listening is an art and it requires effort. It is an equal partner in any verbal communication. It requires us to concentrate
on what the speaker is saying. It also often requires us to concentrate on what the speaker is not saying. It requires us to
not formulate our reply while the speaker is speaking. One of
our stated reasons when asked what we came to Freemasonry
4
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2009 Officers

Our 2009 Venerable Master

Lodge of Perfection

Bro. Anthony Radosti, 32º KCCH has
the honor of serving as our Valley's Venerable Master for 2009. He is a Past
Master of Etoile
Polaire Lodge No. 1,
member of Cervantes
Lodge No. 5 and
Germania Lodge No.
46. Outside of Freemasonry, he works with
the
Metropolitan
Crime Commission as
its chief investigator
supporting police and other prosecuting
agencies by fighting crime and fraud in
our community. Bro. Radosti can be seen
in just about every facet of our Valley's
activities and in our Masonic community
offering a helping hand wherever it has
been needed. In his comments about our
Valley's course under his direction for
2009, Bro. Radosti offered several items
on his agenda that he hopes to implement
during his time in office. He stressed the
importance of reaching out to the Masonic community and blue lodges by supporting a Scottish Rite outreach program
to make area masons more aware of the
spiritual benefits, fellowship, activities,
and teachings offered by the Scottish Rite.
He further hopes to recreate a Scottish
Rite's Ladies Auxiliary Club to offer the
women in our lives a place to support our
good works at the Valley. As part of his
plan to recognize the women who support our efforts at the Scottish Rite, Bro.
Radosti said that the brethren should take
advantage of a long standing (but recently
forgotten) tradition in the Scottish Rite

Anthony Radosti, 32° KCCH
Robert A Barrios, 32º KCCH
Frank N duTreil, Jr., 33º

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Chapter Rose Croix
George J Lupo, 32°
Leon T Roberts, 32º KCCH
Rudolph W Mayer, 32°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2009 Membership Fees are due
by December 31, 2008
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, April 1st
Meeting Away
William D White Lodge
Service of Remembrance & Renewal
Celebration of Passover meal

Wednesday, May 6th
Meeting Away Jerusalem Shrine Temple
Mother’s Day Program

Spring Reunion
Wednesday, June 3rd

May 9

Honors Night-all past presiding Officers

Wednesday, July 1st
Patriotic Program

Sunday, July 12th
Family Day-Hosted by KStA

Wednesday, August 5th

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

James J Loyacano, 32°
Clayton A Wolfe, 32° KCCH
Ralph T Rabalais, 32º KCCH

Consistory
Master of Kadosh: Elmo J Pitre, III, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Sidney L Agnelly, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
James W Vann, 32º
Treasurer All Bodies:
John J Zollinger III, 33°

Recent Valley News
On February 4th the Valley held its
annual Valentine's Day Event honoring
the dear women in our lives who make
our fraternal participation in the Scottish
Rite practical and possible; without their
loving support none would be able to attend. A special meal was prepared for
the ladies and served by the men. All
ladies present received a small
Valentine's Day token in thanks for the
support. Bro. Marc H. Conrad, 32°KCCH
offered a few remarks about the ancient
esoteric origins of Valentine's Day and
the spirit of friendship and love that it
harkens in all of us. After the meal, the
brethren opened the Lodge of Perfection
enjoying good fellowship and closing in
proper form.

Bring a Friend Night

continued on page 12

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

In Memoriam
William Claude Addison, 32°
Huston Freddie Boothe, Jr., 32°
Milton Ray Grimes, Jr., 32°
Bobby Watson Hash, 32°
Albert Leroy Hatley, 32°
Wilbur Clay Williams, 32°
5
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2009 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Richard L Hollier, 33°
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
H Edward Durham, 33º

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 7th
Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Service of Remembrance
Note: This will replace our regular 2nd
Tuesday Meeting for April 14th.

Tuesday, May 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, June 9th
Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Special Program presentation
Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
Sr., 33°

Gary L Gribble., 33°
Charles F Jackson, 33º
Larry B Ledbetter,

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Richard L Hollier, 33 °
Prior:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
Preceptor:
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

Service of Remembrance
We will be celebrating the Service of
Remembrance on Tuesday the 7th of
April. We'll begin upstairs with a beginning Ceremony at 6:30 pm, then go
downstairs for Dinner. Afterwards, everyone will go back upstairs for the conclusion of the Ceremony.
This meeting will replace our regularly scheduled meeting scheduled for the
2nd Tuesday.
Fraternally
John L Atkinson, 33 ° GC

Knights of St. Andrew
Knight D. Cliff Brown recently completed the Master Craftsman program and
was presented his Certificate and lapel
pin by Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33°. Cliff
also spent many hours on his computer
and put on disk, all the ritual degrees
from 4th through the 32nd, including
sound, light and music cues.
If you are interested in being actively
involved in the Valley, and dedicated to
service and eager to participate, talk to
any Knight and let them know. They'll
get you an application.
6

2009 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

E Allen Kelly, 32 °
Carey C Allison, 32º
Joseph E Moore, 32º
John F Ayer, 32°

KCCH Club
The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month of the 1st
District Lodge meeting. Pat Dixon, 32°
KCCH, President is looking for participants in several programs of which one
is the Rose upon the Altar. The next
KCCH Club meeting is April 7th, in the
Club room.

Shreveport Foundation
A tax deductible donation to the Foundation is always a beautiful way to honor
a departed friend or loved one. Send your
tax-deductible contributions to: Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation, Inc.
(SSRFI) P. O. Box 64 Shreveport, LA
71161.
Donors
Kenneth R Fuller
The Crow Foundation
S. Bruce Easterly

I N M EMORIAM
Jake Cullick, 32°
Irven L “Butch” Corwine,32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking
Come join us in our pursuit of more light
by regularly attending our Valley meetings
and remember the old adage, “The more you
put into it, the more you get out of it.”

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2009Membership fees were due
December 31, 2008

Master Craftsman Program

2009 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:

Thursday, April 9th

Venerable Master:C Clifford Heath, Jr. 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Nolan R Gamble, 32º, KCCH

Service of Remembrance

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:

Wednesday, April 15th

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Presentation to honor Public Officials

Spring Reunion
Wednesday, May 20th

May 9th

deMolay Ceremony of Light & Flowers

Wednesday, June 17th
Masonic Heroes

Wednesday, July 15th
Carl Cludey Masonic Play

Wednesday, August 19th
Annual Charter out of town trip

Fall Reunion
September 12-13
Wednesday, September 16th
Honor Past Venerable Masters & 50
Year members

Allen R Fruge’, 33°
Harry C Northrop III, 32º KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
William B Powell, 32° KCCH
James M Kilpatrick, 33º

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Donald R Verret, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Murray C “Bo” House, 33º
Prreceptor:
Herrin J Ducote, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

Wednesday, October 21st
Feast of Tishri

Annual Family Day
October 24
Wednesday, November 18th
Recognition of Masonic Charities

Wednesday, December 4th
Pot Luck Covered Lunch

Wednesday, December 16th

The Supreme Council now offers two
new additional tools for students enrolled
in the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman
Program. First, Bro. Brent Morris, 33º
has created an useful index in pdf format
to the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and
Guide. This index is a vital tool in researching the answers to the questions in
the Program. And, second, the Supreme
Council has posted a new reading guide
for each quiz so students can begin reading and preparing for the next quiz while
waiting for the new testing materials and
the return of their graded materials.You
can see both of these valuable research
tools on the Supreme Council's website:
http://www.scottishrite.org/.
Our Valley is looking for those select
brothers who are willing to devote themselves to becoming adepts in Scottish Rite
History and who also have desire to learn
more about the esoteric mysteries of our
degrees. You too can become part of the
select group of men in our Valley and
Orient who will earn a diploma and certificate in the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Program. If you would like to enroll in the Master Craftsman course, you
may do so by asking our Valley's Secretary or going directly online to the Supreme Council's website and ordering the
program materials.

I N M EMORIAM

Election of Officers
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month.(Except November & December)

Robert B Coleman, 32°
Grover G Hanes, 32°
Robert H “Red” Welch, 32°
7
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Personal Representative Notes

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GSW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2009 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Thursday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

Sunday, April 12th
Easter Service

Monday, April 13th
Chapter of Rose Croix conducts meeting

Monday, May 11th
Council of Kadosh conducts meeting

Monday, June 8th
21st Degree presentation

Monday, July 13th
25th Degree presentation

Monday, August 10th
28th Degree presentation

Monday, September 14th
Feash of Tishri - KCCH Club & KStA
conducts ceremony

Fall Reunion
Monday, October 12th

October 4-5

I made the "Help Your Brother Club"
a part of the Valley and this I talk about
every where I go. Dues for Scottish Rite
are $75.00 a year, which to many of you
is a small amount and insignificant. But
you think about this, in these difficult
economic times, to some, it is not a small
amount and could be funds that are
needed to purchase that
prescription or pay some
necessary bill. At the end
of each year, by law, we
are required to drop from
the rolls any member who
is delinquent in paying
their previous years dues.
Here is the part the 'Help
Your Brother Club" plays,
we take from the proceeds of the club,
those fees that the valley is obligated to
pay for each member each year and the
member is kept on the rolls. If, in the
future that member is able to reimburse
the funds, that is great, but he is not required to do so and he remains a "Scottish Rite Mason". If you want to be a part
of this club, send in a contribution to the
office and mark it "Help Your Brother
Club" and I am sure you will feel good
about it. "Am I my Brothers keeper", I
believe my obligations warrant me to be
May God continue to bless you for your service,
so.
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

From the Secretary’s Desk
Our Venerable Master has asked each
of the Officers in the Lodge of Perfection
to call five Brothers of the Rite and ask
how they are doing, what we can do for
them and see if they are interested in attending a Reunion or meeting. I have
enjoyed making these calls and for the
most part have been richly rewarded by
comments that those members appreciate this newsletter and having someone
call. Many have said that will try to attend the Spring Reunion. I hope they will
and I hope you will. And while among
the Brethren, I hope you will you will find
a renewed spirit.
Fraternally
Bev Guilliot, 33°
Secretary

Danny Smith presents 8th Degree

Monday, November 9th
M:W: Jeff Webb, GM visit

Monday, December 14th
Election of Officers
Ill. William J Mollere, SGIG to be received

In Memoriam
Glenn William Brown, 32°
Virgil Dalton Devall. 32°
Johnny Ray Wilbur, 32°
8

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
5:00 P.M. A guest degree team from the
Shreveport Bodies will present one of the
later degrees to be conferred.

Master Mason of The Year
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2009 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, April 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

6:30 PM

SPRING REUNION
Friday, May 1st
Saturday, May 2nd

5:00 PM
7:00 AM

Thursday, May 7th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Dr. James Eppinette - Speaker

Thursday, June 4th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Joe Ratcliff, LMRT LPC - Speaker
The Advisory Conference meets on the
third Monday at 6 pm.

Spring Reunion Schedule
This Reunion, the Valley is trying a
new schedule where we will begin on
Friday, May1st at 5:00 P.M. with Registration followed by the Greeting and
Opening Prayer. Then the conferral of the
4th, 5th, 13th, and 14th degrees. On Saturday Morning May 2nd the Reunion
continues with breakfast at 7:00 A.M.
followed by the conferral of the remaining degrees. Everything should be concluded, including the closing remarks by

For a number of years, the Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies have selected an
outstanding Mason from Northeast Louisiana as "The Master Mason of the Year".
This Brother is selected from the Northeast portion of Louisiana that comprises
the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 7th Masonic Districts of Louisiana. The Master Mason
selected from one of these Districts and
the District chosen is rotated each year
and a rotation schedule has been devised
to ensure that each District will have an
outstanding Brother chosen on this rotation schedule. At a special meeting on
February 28th, M:W: J. F. “Jeff ” Webb,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Louisiana, accompanied by several members of his Official Family attended the
meeting and honored us with his attendance. Following a delicious meal of
roast pork loin with all the trimmings
(prepared by the culinary experts of our
Kitchen Crew), the Grand Master presented the chosen Brother a plaque in
recognition of his selection.
This year, the Brother selected is a
member of Dally Lodge #265 F&AM in
Chatham in Jackson Parish (3rd Masonic
District). Brother Bruce D Osbon was selected as the Master Mason of the year
of the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies. Since
this was an open meeting, the wives enjoyed a meeting which their spouses (and
a meal they didn't have to prepare) and
their families. A very large and appreciative crowd was in attendance and a
great time was had by all.

Ill. William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG, Brother Bruce
Osbon and Ill. & M:W: Jeff Webb, 33° GM

2009 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Gregory L Wrenn, 32° KCCH
Joseph H Baker, 33º
Ralph H Owens, 33º

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Michael A Watts, 32°
Randall S Hollis, 32º KCCH
Clifton Hall, Jr., 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
Earl D Killingsworth, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Louis A Franks, 32º

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
H Levern Defee, 32°
Prior:
Guy S Williams, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Jimmie Dale Yates, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Gumbo Fund Raiser
I am sure that we all remember the
special ceremony we celebrated for many
years called Maundy Thursday. It was always held on the Thursday evening before Easter at the Scottish Rite Temple
and at that meeting you witnessed the
ceremony of Extinguishing the Lights.
This was always a very solemn ritual related to the death of "He who came to set
Truth in the Place of Error and Loving
Kindness in the Place of Hatred and Percontinued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Marion B Bagwell, 32°
George James Burroughs, 32°
Danny Lane Doster, 32°
Billy Ray Johnson, 32°
Andrew Thomas Robertson, Jr., 32°
Charles Wesley Towers, 32°
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continued from previous column
Deck of Cards

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News-Remembrance & Renewal:

secution, but Those whom He Loved, Knew Him not, and put
him to Death". This was a time when we called the roll of the
deceased Brethren whom we had lost during the past year and
we were reminded of the Fellowship and Brotherly Love we
had shared over the years.
This portion of the Program was followed by a meal, and in
recent years, we reassembled in the Lodge room and observed
the Ceremony of The Relighting of the lights which had originally been held on Easter in commemoration of the Resurrection of He, whom we have paid tribute to on the preceding
Thursday.
Now, we do both Ceremonies on the Thursday before Easter and refer to it as, "The Ceremony of Remembrance and
Renewal". The Remembrance portion is a solemn occasion and
then, after the break for the meal, we again assemble for the
"Renewal" portion. This is a time when we, as Master Masons,
yes and as Scottish Rite Masons, can mentally renew the vows
we have taken at the Sacred Altar. If you have a copy of the
book you received when you became a Master of the Royal Secret, "A Bridge to Light", please take a short time to review
the lessons taught in the Scottish Rite Degrees and renew your
obligations there assumed. This is what "Renewal" is all about!
This is basically a self-reobligation which will assist each of
us to realize that we need reminders of the Truths and Promises we have made in our Masonic journey and should cause us
to endeavor to live more closely to those promises and obligations we have assumed.
Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33°

continued from front page
Deck of Cards:

of manhood; yet, with all, man must soon be cut down by the
all devouring Scythe of Time, and be gathered into that undiscovered country where the All-Father has gone before man.
9 - The nine reminded him of the important number which
all York Rite Masons have come to mind.
There must have nine Companions present to
open any Chapter, Council, or Commandery
and the number is 3 times 3.
10- Ten reminded him of Moses. York Rite
Masonry starts off with Moses at the burning
bush; and he received the Ten Commandments from God; then
placed the Book of the Law inside the Ark of the Covenant.
J - The Jack reminded him of Jacques DeMolay, the last
Grand Master of the Knights Templar.
Q- The Queen reminded him of the ladies who belong to
the appendant bodies: Eastern Star, Amaranth, Daughters of
the Nile, and the White Shrine.
K - The King reminded him of King Solomon who all Masonry revere. It also reminded him that the Master of the Lodge
is similar to King Solomon because the Master rules and governs a lodge with equal or similar authority.
Hearts - The heart reminded him that love begins in the
heart and that a loving person gives. Therefore, it reminded
him of the lessons taught to all Entered Apprentices Masons 10

"Charity".
Clubs - The club reminded him of the lion's paw - the strong
grip of Brotherhood.
Diamonds - When he saw the diamond, he was reminded
of Operative Masons using shovels, spades and pick to clear
the ground for the second Temple. He
could imagine them discovering a small
but simple diamond in the ground, dirty
and unpolished. However, with the skillful hands of a craftsman using a chisel
and mallet, they could shape it, making
the diamond sparkle and shine with
magnificent beauty. All Entered Apprentice Masons are diamonds in the rough
- all must be shaped and polished
through lessons taught by mentors and coaches. As he progress
in his schooling, a new Mason finally reaches the sublime degree of a Master Mason - which is the true
sparkling diamond in the Masonic Fraternity. A diamond always shows brilliance,
so it can also remind of the All-Seeing Eye.
Spades - The spade reminded him that
man may live a long life, but all must die
and meet his Maker. God hopes that everyone will live a wellspent life.
There are 13 cards in each suit which reminded him of the
day Jacques DeMolay was called to France, which he thought
was for a high level conference concerning a possible union of
Templar's with their other knightly Orders - Friday, October
13, 1307, at midnight, Jacques DeMolay was captured and
placed in the strongest dungeon in France. He was tortured
and held for seven years. On March 18, 1314 he was burned at
the stake. This is the reason today, people think that Friday the
13th is a day of bad luck.
He then remembered an old song from his childhood which
sounded like this: If you count the number of spots on the cards
they have 365 representing the days in a year and 52 cards in
a deck which represents the 52 weeks in a year. The twelve
face cards represents the twelve months in a year. The four
suits represented the four seasons in a year "winter, spring,
summer and fall". Now this simple deck of cards made up his
calendar, almanac and a reminder of his Masonic Fraternity.
Well, even in this lonely house where everything was destroyed, this simple deck of cards brought a smile on this sad
day in his life. I know this to be true story, because I was that
Master Mason
S&F,
John L. Belanger, 33°
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CENTER NEWS
Southeastern Louisiana Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southwestern Louisiana Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Shreveport Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center

Sessions at the Admiral E.A. Barham, 33°, Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center in Monroe are in full swing for
the Spring 09 semester. Graduate students, Ashley Miller,
Mylena Noble, and Tomecia Jackson are providing speech and
language therapy to 10 students currently, with 2 assessments
being completed, to bring the count up to 12 students who will
receive services. With the help of Tammy Soileau, who is supervising the clinicians this semester, the children are attending sessions at the clinic on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.
Not only are the children benefitting from the therapy, the
graduate students are also benefitting by receipt of the scholarship, but, continued training in the area of speech and language disorders. "We appreciate the men of Scottish Rite who
support the speech and hearing clinic. They take such an interest in both the children and students who provide the services", says Donna Thomas, director of the clinic. Services at
the center are open to children who have speech, language,
and learning difficulties.

Dr. Beryl Franklin stops to pose for a picture with graduate students who
received Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Scholarships for the Spring 09
semester. From the left, Ashley Miller, Dr. Franklin, Mylena Noble, Tomecia
Jackson, and supervisor Tammy Soileau.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

Donna Thomas, CCC-SLP University of Louisiana at Monroe’s Clinic Director and Assistant Professor in the Department of Speech-Language Pathology introduces two of our children during the Orient’s Leadership Conference.

We started the Spring 2009 semester on January 21st with
12 very active young children. Each on was ready to get in the
class room and start working the computer, playing with the
games and following the instructions of their Instructor. We
are very pleased with the progress each is making.
Ms. Molly Dart and Ms. Kate Mullis are the students from
LSU for this semester. Both are very pleased to be with us and
we find them to be well qualified to be working with our children.
Joe A Stroud, 33°
Center Adminsitrator
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continued from previous column
New Orleans Valley News:

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News-2008 Venerable Master

Secretary, James Vann, 32º KSA, who helped organize and plan
the event but who couldn't attend due to military commitments.
If you would like to become a Knight of St. Andrew, then please
contact its Venerable Master Joe Loyocano, 32º KSA or its Secretary James Vann, 32º KSA for more information.

of honoring the women in our lives with a traveling certificate
issued by the Supreme Council for the wives, sisters, and daughters of Scottish Rite brothers. We all wish Venerable Master
Radosti well for 2009 and great success with his upcoming
programs. Thank you for your leadership and dedication to
the Scottish Rite.

Knightly News

Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee

On January 24th, the Knights of St. Andrew Chapter held
their Second Annual Robert Burns Supper honoring the immortal "Bard" of Scotland, for his Two-hundred and Fiftieth
birthday anniversary. Bro. Marc Conrad, 32º, KSA KCCH
(Charter Member, Past Venerable Master of the Chapter and
recipient of its Knight Chevalier award) acted as Host and
Master of Ceremonies, arranging the poetry readings and delivering the Traditional "Address to the Immortal Robert Burns"
which was expertly orated by Bro. Ralph Rabalais, 32º KSA,
KCCH. Assisting Bro. Conrad with the ceremonies and dressed
in Scottish regalia was Bro. Joe Quentin Buras 32º KSA, the
Chapter's Senior Warden. [Insert Figure 2] Bro. Joe Pacaccio,
32º KSA acted as Chef and "Laird of the Supper." Bro. Pacaccio
is the owner of Carmine's Restaurant
where the event has been held for the past
two years in Metairie, Louisiana. Along
with a gourmet meal that included his famous and celebrated seafood stuffed artichokes, Bro. Pacaccio expertly prepared
an authentic Haggis that was the featured
guest of the event. Bro. Pacaccio led the
parade around the table honoring the
Haggis to a
multitude of bagpipes playing the
tune "Scotland the Brave." Bro. Lee
Roberts 32º, KSA KCCH (Charter
Member) and Bro. Ken Branscum,
32º KSA served as the meal's stewards and attended to the needs of our
guests. During the event, Bro. Joe
Loyacano 32º KSA, the Chapter's Venerable Master, elevated
our newest squires to Knights of St. Andrew obligating them
in the traditional fashion. The Venerable Master of the Lodge
of Perfection for the Valley of New Orleans, Bro. Anthony
Radosti, 32º, KSA KCCH and last year's Venerable Master, Bro.
Ion Lazar, 32º, KSA KCCH (Charter Member, Past Venerable
Master of the Chapter and recipient of its Knight Chevalier
award).After the traditional
readings, spirited toasts, and
a concert of folk music from
Scotland, the event concluded
with a musical rendition and
reading of "Auld Lang Syne"
whereupon all departed in
peace and in perfect fellowship awaiting next year's Supper. Bro. Jay Owensby provided the photos for the event. Much
thanks to all brothers who attended the event, especially to our

Over the last few months, early Louisiana Masonic History
and New Orleans Scottish Rite History fans received two new essential resources documenting our proud and diverse past. These
two works were published by a member of our Valley, Bro. Michael
Poll, 32º through his company, Cornerstone Book Publishers at :
http://www.cornerstonepublishers.com. Bro. Poll is a well-known
member of the Scottish Rite Research Society and has been published several times in its journal, the Heredom. He is a member
of Etoile Polaire Lodge No. 1 and an honorary Past Master and member of Germania
Lodge No. 46, F&AM. He is also a Research
Fellow in two prominent Masonic research
societies: The Masonic Society and the
Philalethes Society. In his first recent offering on Louisiana and Scottish Rite Masonic
history, Bro. Poll has created a new edition
of James B. Scot’s “Outline of the Rise and
Progress of Freemasonry in Louisiana”
(1873) with a Forward written by the French
Michael Poll
scholar Bro. Alain Bernheim, 33º and an Afterward written by
Bro. Poll. Scot’s work is considered to be the best history regarding early Louisiana Freemasonry that is currently available (though
there are errors since new information unavailable to Scot has since
been discovered). Notably, Scot was a member of the Louisiana
Grand Consistory (this Valley), a 33º degree mason, and a former
Grand Commander-in-Chief of the Louisiana Grand Consistory.
Combined with the Forward by Bro. Bernheim placing it in context with known Scottish Rite history and recent discoveries that
post-dated Scot and the new Afterward by Bro. Poll, Scot’s newly
published history is made relevant and important again to contemporary Masonic researchers in the 21st Century. Finally, in the
second resource now available, Bro. Poll offers us an extraordinary two-volume version of The Bonseigneur Rituals. These rituals are the earliest known Masonic rituals to have been practiced
in Louisiana and are believed to have been practiced in Louisiana
as early as 1752. These rare rituals were discovered at Tulane
University’s Amistad Research Center in the “George Longe Col-

continued next column

continued page 13
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continued fromprevious column
New Orleans Valley -From Your Correspondent

continued from page 12
New Orleans Valley News-Esoteric & Philosophical Committee:

lection” which contains items from the archives of the infamous
Louisiana Supreme Council. In the recently published Bonseigneur
Rituals, Bro. Poll provides a well-written Forward to the work
explaining the significance and context of these rituals to early
Louisiana and Scottish Rite History. This important publication
places the original old French hand-written images side-by-side
with a modern printed English translation accompanied by illustrations and footnotes explaining portions of the ritual and text
where needed. No serious Louisiana or Scottish Rite Scholar should
be without copies of both of these texts—they provide vital information about our rich history and they also compel us to debate
unsettled aspects of our fascinating history and Scottish Rite legacy.
From
S&F,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH
Director of Education

From Your Correspondent
The Scottish Rite-Evolution or Devolution?
The Choice is Yours
Our earliest ancestors crawled from dark caves to grasp and
preserve sparks of fire scattered by bolts of lightening striking the
ground. The ancient Greeks even told tales of Prometheus stealing
fire from the gods to advance mankind. Regardless of how it happened, our early ancestors took these sparks and built large fires
upon which they created agriculture and industry. These collective sparks created civilization and we evolved. Yet, some devolved
and became extinct choosing not to fuel the fire. In a sense and in
the same way as civilization progressed from sparks to fires, the
Scottish Rite degrees and traditions have offered each of us a spark
upon which to build a great internal fire and evolve. However,
some choose to starve this internal spark with inaction until darkness comes again and extinguishes their flame—they choose to
devolve. Devolution is encouraged by envy, greed, vice, prejudice,
false undeserved titles, injustice, bigotry, and general dishonor.
However, the moral lessons in the Scottish Rite degrees teach us to
avoid just about everyone of these vices.
On the other hand, growth and Evolution in the Scottish Rite
takes work, effort, dedication, spiritual reflection, and intellectual
study. We often hear the old adage that “Freemasonry takes good
men and makes them better.” But, this statement is false. Freemasonry does not change men because only a man can choose to change
himself through individual effort. Our quest to become better men
as Freemasons and whether we devolve or evolve through the Scottish Rite’s teachings does not depend upon the conduct of our brothers or even their progress in that task. We receive brotherly love
and help from our brethren in our travels but our esoteric traditions are not products or services that come with warranties, guarantees, timelines, or terms of service. We should not and nor can
we blame our brothers if we fail to advance or make progress in
our Masonic travels. We should expect our brothers to lend us a
helping hand in the process if we should stumble but the act of
stumbling implies action on our part. Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite are vehicles that offer each of us the opportunity to discover what signposts have been left for us by the GAOTU on our
continued next column
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quest for spiritual progress—we are the drivers—we choose the
paths upon which we travel—each of us hold the helm dictating
the course of our individual progress. And, unfortunately, not every choice leads to a desired destination.
None of our degrees or rituals promises an initiate any immediate reward or benefit. Sometimes we forget this fact. Instead, the
sum of the Scottish Rite’s teachings encourage us to engage in
individual study of all intellectual and philosophical topics in full
equilibrium and balance using the Light of Reason. We, of course,
are initiated in the degrees but the root of the word “initiation”
comes from the Latin word “initium” which is translated as an
“entrance” or a “beginning.” The Latin root of the word “initiate”
is a crucial point because eventually every thinking Scottish Rite
brother will ask himself the questions: “What have I gained after
experiencing the Scottish Rite Traditions?” and “Why haven’t I
progressed or learned anything?” One might even add the question: “Why hasn’t the Scottish Rite given me the Answers?” Yet,
the last question is the wrong approach. When you experience the
Scottish Rite rituals, you are exposed to a vast collection of wisdom, esoteric traditions, philosophies, religious thoughts, and ideas
from mankind’s greatest thinkers. We are not given any answers
but we are given an opportunity to find them because the Scottish
Rite degrees allow you stand in a doorway or entrance and offers
you a “beginning” as the meaning of the Latin root “initium” in
the word “initiate” implies. The Scottish Rite degrees offer each
of us a doorway and a spark. You must create the fire. We must
choose our own paths and progress as far as one is willing to work
with the gifts given to us by the GAOTU—Enlightened-andEvolved or Dark-and-Devolved, it is up to you.

Fiat Lux!
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH

Spring Reunion
Our Spring Reunion soon approaches and is scheduled for
Saturday, May 9th. This is the perfect opportunity for Scottish
Rite brothers to introduce a Lodge brother or another Masonic
friend to the teachings and beauty of the Scottish Rite degrees
and traditions. Petitions are available at my office. There is
still time to reserve a spot in the upcoming Spring Reunion
Class. Moreover, if you are already a Scottish Rite brother and
you haven't seen a Scottish Rite Reunion since you first were
introduced to its mysteries, then why don't you make plans to
attend the upcoming reunion to reacquaint yourself with the
esoteric teachings and moral lessons of the Scottish Rite and
the true beauty of its degrees? Every time you witness the Scottish Rite degrees and rituals, you have an opportunity to unravel an aspect in a degree or ritual that you might have overlooked the last time.
Fraternally
Lloyd Hebert, 33°

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE
THE TERMS “SCOTTISH RITE” AND
“ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE”

CREATIVE PUNS FOR THE ENLIGHTENED
1. The roundest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir
Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it
turned out to be an optical Aleutian.
3. She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.
4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it was a weapon of math disruption.
5. The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little behind in his work.
6. No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be stationery.
7. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for
littering.
8. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in
Linoleum Blownapart.
9. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
10. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
11. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police
are looking into it.
12.
Atheism
is
a
non-prophet
organization.
13. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat
said to the other, “You stay here; I’ll go on a head.”
14. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit
me.
15. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said: ‘Keep off the
Grass.’
16. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse
said, ‘No change yet.’
17. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
19. The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small
medium at large.
20. The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now
a seasoned veteran.
21. A backward poet writes inverse.
22. In democracy it’s your vote that counts. In feudalism it’s your
count that votes.
23. When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion.
24. Don’t join dangerous cults: Practice safe sects!

BY

MICHAEL R POLL, 32°
VALLEY OF NEW ORLEANS
When we speak of the "Scottish Rite" most everyone in U.S.
Masonry realizes that we are speaking of
the 33 degree "Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite." But, this was not always
the case. The term "Scottish Rite" is really an umbrella term which can be applied to other older, no longer existing
systems. The so-called "Rite of Perfection" (more properly, "Order of the Royal
Secret") can also be considered "Scottish
Rite." Its system and rituals were, however, quite different than what we might recognized in our
"Scottish Rite."
Not realizing that the term "Scottish Rite" can apply to more
than our present 33 degree system can sometimes cause confusion. I was reading a Masonic publication not long ago where
they were talking about the "Scottish Rite" coming from France
to America via the West Indies in the early to mid 1700's. Technically, that's correct but without further explanation that kind
of statement can cause confusion. The "Scottish Rite" that was
being explained in that context is the old "Rite of Perfection,"
not our 33 degree system. Our 33 degree system was created in
Charleston, SC in 1801. Any suggestion that it existed anywhere earlier is a bit of wholly unproven speculation. When
we dump the different "Scottish Rite" systems into a pot and
mix them together we do not get gumbo, we get a mess. The
confusion and mixing together of these older and new systems
is one of the reasons why our understanding of the early history of the 33 degree system is sometimes difficult and very
confusing.
The so-called "Rite of Perfection"
actually existed in the U.S. (particularly Louisiana) until sometime in the
early 1800's. The five craft lodges that
created the Grand Lodge of Louisiana
might well have worked in the craft
rituals of this older, French language
"Scottish Rite" system as well as the
early Grand Lodge itself. But this
older system was not well organized
and its rituals not as appealing as the
new 33 degree system. Soon, the "Rite of Perfection" gave way
to the new system and ceased to exist as a working rite.
When you hear or read the term "Scottish Rite" and the
context or subject is anything having to do with the 19th century or earlier, don't be too quick to assume that our 33 degree
system is the one being discussed. Just like there is usually
more than one grocery store in town, there was once more than
one "Scottish Rite." The goal must be to always understanding
exactly who and what we are discussing.
14
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Cookies and visit with friends, watch whatever was on that old
TV hanging on the wall and listen to so many great stories
from men who worked hard all of their lives and told of stories
when they fought in France, Germany or one of the Pacific
Islands - "The Greatest Generation" - great men, giants, my
older Masonic Brothers! Most of those Brothers are gone, but
their memory is still inside of me every time that I enter that
Lobby during a Reunion - walk over and show my Dues Card
and sign the register, and then head for the coffee. The TV is
updated and on some sports program. Greeting each Brother
sitting around and visiting and then heading for my favorite
spot - the kitchen. That is where I started forty something
years ago - I was the biscuit maker on the two Saturdays twice
a year (when we had four-day Reunions), and then I made the
cole slaw for lunch - those were my jobs - and for breakfast
everyone ate the best, fluffiest biscuits and at lunch enjoyed
the best slaw ever made - those were my jobs at every Reunion.
I still enjoy going into that kitchen and watching those Brothers work together and talk and laugh and make great meals,
and I remember.
Then it is time to go renew and enter that auditorium and
sit quietly and try to learn more - by being in that big room and
observing, listening, challenging myself - can I try to be better
than myself, can I live the life that I promised so many years
before and so many times since, can I make a difference in this
crazy world? Will the words in those Degrees finally sink into
me and change me into the person that I am suppose to be? In
that room, removed from the outside - almost sacred - will I
finally hear and learn the lessons, will they become alive, will
I leave better than when I entered? I hope so - it is Reunion
time.
This time, will you make an effort to go back and renew,
remember and be a part of your Reunion in your Scottish Rite
Valley? Will it happen this time? I hope so - it is Reunion
time - thank you for being a Reunion attending Scottish Rite
Mason.

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Regaining Our Bearing”
It is Reunion time (Degree conferral & Fellowship gathering) around our Orient (State), and all of our Valleys (Scottish
Rite Bodies) are hard at work conferring Degrees (lessons of
life presented Masonically in a dramatic setting), and creating
new Masters of the Royal Secret (32 Scottish Rite Masons) the explanatory and parenthetical comments placed for those
of you who may not have been back to a Reunion since your
joined…. As I drive up to the Scottish Rite building and enter,
there are those men who are studying their parts wandering
around the building and getting ready to go on stage and do
the best possible by presenting those words in the ritual with
meaning, and in the correct order; there are the dedicated men
in the kitchen who are preparing the meal that all will eat;
there a those few who clean up the dining room after each meal
and sweep the floor, and bless their hearts - those men who
keep the coffee coming; there are the men in the robe room
hanging up the robes just used and placing the robes needed
for the next Degree on the hanging bar; there are the men just
off-stage waiting to change the scenery and props for the next
Section or the next Degree; then the men working on the lights
and sound trying to make everything perfect; there are those
men in the Office tending to the administrative duties and putting together those packets that each new member will carry
home at the end of the day; there are others performing their
assigned task and enjoying being together; there are the Greeters and those hanging around the register table; there are those
who come out to get away for the day and enjoy just being
there, not doing anything in particular, but attending and watching some of the Degrees and visiting and enjoying the meals
and snacks - all together as Brothers and having a great time
being together - it is Reunion time.
Just as we attend a Family Reunion - to be together and
renew family ties, this time in our Scottish Rite year is a coming together of Friends and Brothers who have been absent
from one another for months, perhaps years, and renew "our
family" ties. My best memories of a Reunion were to sit in the
Lobby of our Scottish Rite Building and drink a cold Delaware
Punch in a little glass bottle and eat a handful of Jack's Butter

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.

continued next column
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Did You Know?
What Regulations Govern Subordinate Bodies?

ARTICLE XV: SEC. 1. “Subordinate
Bodies of the Rite in this jurisdiction are
organized and exist by virtue of Letters Temporary, which are signed by the officer issuing them, or of Permanent Charters
granted by the supreme Council and signed
by the Sovereign Grand Commander, the
Grand Chancellor, and the Grand Secretary
General, attested by the great seal of the
Supreme Council”.
SEC. 2. “A regular Lodge of Perfection
is composed of nine members, and a perfect Lodge, of thirteen; a regular Chapter
of Rose Croix, of seven members, and a
perfect Chapter, of thirteen; a regular Council of Kadosh, of nine members, and a perfect Council, of eighteen; a regular
Consistory of Masters of the Royal Secret,
of nine members, and a perfect Consistory,
of fourteen; and the number of members
required to make these Bodies regular is indispensable”.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.
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