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Triangle to a lifelong study of the mysteries and symbols of
whose esoteric interpretations he has now become a faithful
steward. Let us never lose sight of this sacred duty.
Before we proceed to unravel some of the myriad esoteric
links surrounding the number NINE and the Triple Triangle,
let us acknowledge that 9 can be expressed, first and foremost
as 8+1, and as such the Octagon with the point (or circle) in
the center deserves careful study as a pre-requisite to the
Nonagon. I promise you that our little detour will be well worth
the effort, as the mystic Octagon gracefully hides within its
intricate geometry not only the mysterious outline of the eightpointed "splayed" Cross of the ancient Templars, but also many,
many more secrets related to the alchemical attributions of the
planets in the Zodiac, peculiar celestial alignments and cycles,
the Kabballisitic doctrine of polarity, and much more.
The line connecting the eight points of the Maltese, or
Templar Cross creates an Octagon. In turn, the diagonal lines
inside an Octagon create an eight-pointed star, which is a symbol of great esoteric significance to us. The eight-pointed star
appears in cultures around the globe and can be found on national flags and in religious iconography. Its overall symbolism is one of balance and harmony, while its exact meaning
varies according to each culture that utilizes it: there are eight
immortals in Chinese tradition, and there are eight paths on
the Buddha's Way to enlightenment.

The Symbolic Camp of the 32° - Part V
Mysteries of Sacred Geometry and Masonic Astronomy
by
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Nonagons, Sacred Enneads and Triple Triangles
What is the connection between the nine "coats of GOD"
used in Siberian shamanism and the nine underworlds in the
Mayan end-of-time prophecies related to the year 2012? Is there
some hidden link that connects the nine vaults of Enoch with
the Egyptian Ennead and with the Graeco-Roman nine muses?
What about Shakespeare's cryptic reference to "the nine Sibyls
of Old Rome" in Macbeth? And should the Book of Revelation, with its nine choirs of Angels around the throne of GOD,
even be mentioned in the same sentence as the nine transitional states of Vajrayana Buddhism, or as Dante's nine circles
of Hell? Finally, and perhaps equally as important, does any of
this relate even remotely to the belief that a cat has nine lives?
Before I reach some unspoken limit of allowable rhetorical
questions per paragraph, let me confirm your suspicions: we'll
be delving rather deeply into the esoteric mysteries of the
NONAGON and of the sacred number NINE as it appears as a
key symbol in various manifestations throughout many of the
Scottish Rite Degrees. A veritable researcher's "cloud nine",
you say? We'll see about that.

Figure 1 Nonagon shown in the 4th Degree

Figure 2 Zodiacal Cross:
Lion, Man, Bull & Eagle

Initiation into the Scottish Rite, like all true Masonic Initiations, is emphatically not a static event. True Initiation is a
deeply transformative change wrought upon the very Soul of
the Candidate as the Aspirant to our Mysteries. Initiation is
also a dynamic social process, not a thing. Degree conferral
was originally envisioned as a gradual progression, traditionally spanning a period of 81 months, or the square of 9, as
prescribed in the old Statutes. And although so many of us
remember our "initiation" (the Reunion) solely as a singular,
time-linear event where we were "made" a member while watching a series of ritual plays, true Initiation is, verily, not a spectator sport. Even as he reaches the summit of the Rite in the
unforgettable ceremony of Investiture as Master of the Royal
Secret, in a Consistory lit by the symbolic 81 mystical lights,
the would-be Adept makes a solemn pledge upon the Triple

Figure 3 Octagon in the 20th Degree

If you want to truly understand Pike, study Sufism. You
will understand the secret Indo-Aryan doctrines in a new light,
and with that will also come a deeper understanding of the
Kabballistic doctrines and "ciphers" that Pike used as he revised the Scottish Rite rituals. Diagram 3 is an example of
this: you will find the explanation of the relationship between
the triangles and squares and the Octagon in the "Scottish Rite
Symbols" chapter of the landmark work "Scottish Rite Ritual
Monitor and Guide" (p. 120 old edition, p. 154 new edition).
Incidentally, this breakthrough study is the main text used by
students enrolled in the immensely popular and enlightening
Master Craftsman home study Course, now offered in each
Valley. In all fairness, you will note that the interpretation given
there of the 20th Degree Octagon is largely exoteric, so I will
continued on page 12
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Shane C. Crump, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Darrell L. Guillory, 32°
C. Clifford Heath, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

The Master Craftsman Course II is
now available. It is a 9 section course
designed for Master Craftsman graduates.
Returning to the texts from the first program (The Ritual Guide and Monitor and
A Bridge to Light), this course re-explores
the ritual on a deeper level, looking for the
moral lesson imparted in each degree and
then applying that lesson to one‘s everyday
life.
The following members have recently
completed the course and have received
or should shortly recieve their certificates
and lapel pins.
Lake Charles
Charles R Bertrand
Edwin M Frazier, Jr.
Harry C Northrop, III
New Orleans
Camille Joseph Guidry, Jr.
Frederick J Navailhon
Baton Rouge
Howard C States

2010 Scottish Rite Photo Contest
Have a good image of your friend in
costume from the reunion? How about a
photo of those guys at the recent parade?
What about those Brothers who were
working so hard at your fundraiser? Or,
the kids who were helped from your philanthropic event.? Instead of just posting
all those images on your blog or
Facebook, or saving them until your data
card is full, why not try your luck?
If you think you have what it takes,
send in your favorite images to the First
Annual Scottish Rite Photograph Contest. Submit your best photos to the Supreme Council for a chance to win prizes
and have your images published. Winning photos will also be featured on the
scottishrite.org website and in the Scottish Rite Journal magazine.
The categories for entries are: (1)
People, (2) Places, (3) Things & Objects
(4) House of the Temple. All photographs
must have something to do with Freemasonry, Scottish Rite or any appendant
Masonic organization.
Check out the rules and entry form
online at:
www.scottishrite.org/photocontest
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Calendar of Events
Supreme
Rite Care Conference
New Orleans
April 14-17
Biennial Leadership Conference
New Orleans
April 16-17
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
New Orleans
April 15
Baton Rouge
October 30
Reunions
New Orleans
Sept 25
Shreveport
Oct 2-3
Lake Charles
Sept 11-12
Baton Rouge
May 22-23
Monroe
April 24
La Bonne Marie
Unity Lodge #267
Houma
April 29
York Rite
Grand Commandery Knights Templar
Alexandria
April 13-15
Festivals
Leesville
April 17
Baton Rouge
July 31
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
In Memory of L C Deason
Robert D Lawrence
In Memory of James E Tripp
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of J W Jackson
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of J W Jackson
Charles Jackson
In Memory of J W Jackson
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of Sidney B Mims
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of Calvin B Folds
James R Corry, Jr.
In Memory of Dr. Calvin B Folds
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of Jean Morris
Harold Young
In Memory of Caldwell Harris
Beryl C Franklin
In Memory of Dr. Calvin B Folds
John Meldrum
In Memory of Dr. Calvin B Folds
S I Courtman
In Memory of Dr. Calvin B Folds
Ron Roberts

Taken during the Leadership Certification Conference in Lake Charles L:R - Stan Dodd, Public
Relations for Membership Services-Supreme
Council, Gregory R Klemm, MSA 33°-Executive
Secretary Valley of Chicago-AASR NMJ, William
J Mollere, 33° SGIG and Dean R Alban, 33 ° Director of Membership Services-Supreme Council,

Foundation Officers 2010-2011
S. Bruce Easterly
President
William V. King
Vice President
E. Louis McGee
Treasurer
Robert C. Joyner
Secretary
William J. Mollere
Chairman
Gary L. Gribble
Executive Director
Harry E. Moseley
Board Member
William H. Brown
Board Member
I. C. Turnley, Jr.
Board Member
Charles K. Watts
Board Member
Neal R. Crane
Board Member
John L. Atkinson President Emeritus
The Foundation's Annual Meeting
was held on February 7th at Alexandria.
The following members were elected and/
or appointed to serve the foundation for
the fiscal year 2010 - 2011.
Elected members
James H. Morgan, Baton Rouge
C. Lenton Sartain, Baton Rouge
Harry Northrop, Lake Charles
J.F. “Jeff ” Webb, Lake Charles
Woody Bilyeu, Monroe
Robert Joyner, Monroe
Charles McCarty, New Orleans
Lloyd Hebert, New Orleans
Andrew J. Stevenson, Shreveport
David L. Culligan, Shreveport
Appointed Members:
Richard B. Smith, Lake Charles
Charles H. Penn, III, Monroe
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., Monroe
Gary L. Gribble, Shreveport
Roy B. Tuck, Shreveport
Nominating Committee
Richard B Smith – Chairman
I.C. Turnley, Jr., M.D., Monroe
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Speech and Hearing Scholarship
Committee
Joe C. Stroud, Baton Rouge
Richard B. Smith, Lake Charles
Kenneth L. Dodson, Lake Charles
Harry Moseley, Monroe
Marc H. Conrad, New Orleans
Gary L. Gribble, Shreveport
John D. Autry, Shreveport
D. Walter Jessen Engineering
Scholarship Committee
C. Daniel Smith, Baton Rouge
Richard B Smith, Chairman
Neil R. Crane, Lake Charles
Harry Moseley, Monroe
E. Louis McGee, Shreveport
Investment Committee
John L. Bilisoly, Baton Rouge
Richard B. Smith, Lake Charles
J.E. “Jeff ” Webb, Lake Charles
Charles H. Penn, III, Monroe
Woody D. Bilyeu, Chairman Monroe
Charles L. McCarty, New Orleans
Louis M. Stern, New Orleans
H. Edward Durham, Shreveport
Ballard L. Smith, Shreveport
Wills and Legacies
C. Lenton Sartain, Chairman Emeritus,
Baton Rouge
James H. Morgan, III, Baton Rouge
William Haskell Brown, Baton Rouge
Jay McCallum, Monroe
Steve Plotkin, Chairman, New Orleans

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech & Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana-Monroe
Tera Dozier
Andrea Parks
Tiffany Nobles
LSU Health Science-Shreveport
Kelli Miller
Paula Redeaux
D Walter Jessen
Engineering Scholarships
Paul B Longino
Wesley B Henderson
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Andrew with all the many planning stages involved. Micromanagement, posturing, and politics are not his game. He summoned me to his office a few months ago and shared his vision
with me, after which he traced a clear mission in a stern voice
that simply did not admit that failure is even a word. I was told
to go out there and find the one member who is nothing less
than most eminently qualified to take on the task from A to Z
and to deliver on the specified date an authentic Robert Burns
Night unlike any other Valley had ever seen. Period. He looked
in my eyes for any sign of hesitation. There was none. Little
did he know that it was all entirely due to pure luck. Let me
explain.
For the past decade or so I've been immensely privileged to
be a very close friend and Brother of the one true Scotsman W. Bro. Ian Cairns 32º of Germania Lodge #46 -- who will
undoubtedly and without fail always manage to throw a Burns
Night party that your guests will keep talking about for years.
Literally. He had two words for me when I called on him:
"You're On!". He did it all. He outdid himself. Then he did
more. The rest is history, but it sure deserves to be told.
You see, the one thing that most impressed the many attendees, both Valley members and distinguished visitors alike, was not just that
every single traditional element of a successful Burns Supper was featured and
executed to perfection, but that it was all
done by passionate Scots and Scots-atheart who truly knew what they were doing. No one will ever forget the "Toast to
the Haggis", or the "Toast to the Lassies", or any of the fun poetry recited, because it was all done
the right way by members of Scottish-heritage Societies whom we were privileged
to host for the evening. Speaking of the
Haggis, I can attest that it was delicious:
it was fresh, it was cooked by a gourmet
chef, and it was eminently edible, thank
goodness! We had a
traditional parade to
bring in the Haggis,
and it was all accompanied by several bag
pipers playing and led by Bro. Quentin
Buras 32º as this year's Venerable Master
of St. Andrew, who was dressed in full
Highlands costume, kilt and all.
The Program continued with a sumptuous 3-course Feast
that was truly delicious and enjoyed to the sound of authentic
Scottish music. Venerable Master of St. Andrew Buras introduced his Chapter's Officers and Sir Knights - the hardest working volunteers we have. Bro. Ion Lazar GCSA then introduced
the recipients of the prestigious Grand Cross of St. Andrew
(GCSA), which is the highest
decoration that a Chapter can
bestow upon its Past Venerables
or Emeriti. Bro. Lazar then introduced Bro. Cairns as the Program Director and keynote
speaker who delivered a memorable and engaging presenta-

An Authentic Robert Burns Night
New Orleans Valley Hosts Memorable Event
On February 20, 2010 our beloved Valley of New Orleans
passed another dramatic milestone and proudly etched yet another pioneering event in the Golden Book of "Visionary Programs" - a flawlessly-executed, truly authentic, and enormously
impressive Robert Burns Night and Traditional Knights of
St. Andrew Supper. Our many younger attendees have since
been referring to this wildly entertaining event under the heading of "Things That Rock", but this not-so-humble reporter
insists on using instead the motto "Things That Work" as it
stirs nostalgic echoes of the National Leadership Meeting of
Fellows of the Supreme Council held in Wichita, KS years ago,
where the seeds for the vision of establishing a successful Chapter of Knights of St. Andrew were first planted in our hearts
and minds by our Sovereign Grand Commander himself. It was
a bold dream then. It has now come true. If you missed it, don't
despair. It will be back next year.
If I had to list just one major feature to encapsulate this
unprecedented event for our Valley, I would definitely say: "It
was just done right". It really was.
When it comes to putting together
a true Feast in honor of Scotland's
most revered, most celebrated, and
most flamboyant and inspiring
poet, there really is no substitute
for authenticity. Previously we had
some minor successes at organizing a dinner in honor of this great
champion of Freedom of the People, but not until this February did we finally succeed at delivering to our members and
guests such an authentic celebratory tribute to this unique
Mason, philosopher, and poet. Old Robbie himself would have
been proud!
How this all started is certainly just as important to relate
here as how it all played out when the curtain went up, because we know that this story will provide inspiration to other
Valleys to mobilize and put together a similar and, we sincerely hope, and even better Burns Night. The golden keys to
this pioneering project were three: Vision, Planning, and Execution. All false
modesty aside, a project of this scope and
caliber just doesn't get off the ground
without the inspired vision of a talented
leader in an executive and administrative position. Our Chief Administrative
Officer and General Secretary, Ill. Bro.
Lloyd Hebert 33º deserves our most sincere gratitude and our
heartfelt thanks for having the inspired vision, the openmindedness to dream, the courage to take the risks, and the
relentless tenacity to oversee all aspects of the months-long
planning and execution efforts. We know that he would never
accept the credit, but we sure do want to make sure that Bro.
Hebert receives our grateful THANKS!
Speaking of the planning stage, perhaps the most important aspect of Ill. Bro. Hebert's vision and management style
for this project was his unwavering willingness to entrust the
young and the active Valley members and Sir Knights of St.

continued page 14
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Recent Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Our Valley has been a veritable beehive of activity in the past few
months…again! This, of course, no
longer comes as a surprise to many in our
growing Team of super-active Brothers,
but the sheer concentration of successful
projects of late, coupled with a jampacked calendar for the upcoming months
has very little to do with "Déjà vu" and
everything to do with our members' hard
work. We thank you, and we salute you!
On January 26th we had a very successful special conferral of the Rank and

Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2010 Membership Fees were due
on December 31, 2009
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, April 1st
On the Road Ceremony of Renewal & Remembrance

Lodge #484 in Cut Off - they truly are
the perfect hosts!
We look to the future with much anticipation. On April 16th
and 17th our Valley will
have the unique privilege to host and to assist
with the Supreme
Council's
National
Leadership Conference,
a historic event that will
bring together hundreds
of Scottish Rite Brothers, leaders and scholars. The schedule includes, among many
world-class events, a full conferral of the
Entered Apprentice Degree using the
Scottish Rite version of the Blue Lodge
Ritual, which will be hosted by our own
Valley with several of our own members
being part of R. W. Bro. Andrew Mims's
famous traveling Degree Team. Be sure
not to miss this one! We'll see you at the
Valley on Friday, April 16th at 7 pm.

Temple Featured on Journal’s
Cover

Wednesday, May 5th
On the Road Guest Speaker

Wednesday, June 2nd
On the Road Guest Speaker

Wednesday, July 7th
July 4th Celebration

Family Day
Wednesday, August 4th

July 11th

Bring a Friend Night
50-Year member celebration

Wednesday, September 1st
Feast of Tishri - Reobligation night

Fall Reunion
September 25th
Wednesday, October 6th
Degree exemplification

Wednesday, November 3rd
Annual Thanksgiving program

Branson Trip
November 6th
Wednesday, December 1st
Christmas program

Dignity of Knight Commander of the
Court of Honour (KCCH) at Lafourche
Lodge #427 in Galliano. Congratulations
to Brothers Jason John Griffin, Sr. and
Lee Sands for this well-deserved Honor!
We kicked off the month of February with
an impressive Valentine's Day Program
organized by our Venerable Master Robert Barrios 32º KCCH in honor of our
Ladies. Then, in the wake of Carnival,
on February 20th our proud Valley held
a veritable milestone event - a truly authentic Robert Burns Night and Traditional Knights of St. Andrew Supper of a
caliber that few Valleys are likely to have
experienced, as you may read about it in
this issue. On March 3rd the Valley was
on the road again for another high-energy meeting held at Bayou Fellowship
5

In Memoriam
Marcus S Angelo, Sr.
Jerry C Bardwell
Edmund I Masson
Louis N Reiser
Lawrence W Glorioso, Jr.
John J “Jack” Zollinger, III
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2010 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Larry B Ledbetter, 33 °
H Edward Durham, 33º
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Gary L Gribble, 33°
Roy B Tuck, 33º
S Bruce Easterly, 33°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Special Meeting Wed, April 7th
Tuesday, April 13th

DARK

NO REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, May 11th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, June 8th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, July 13th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, August 10th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 14th
Open Meeting
Feast of Tishri
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Tuesday, November 9th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, December 14th
Regular Meeting
Election of Officers

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same
months as District Lodge at 5:30 pm.

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Charles F Jackson., 33°
Larry B Ledbetter, 33º
Joe W Miot, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Larry B Ledbetter, 33°
Prior:
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Charles F Jackson, 33°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Look up toward the ceilings and you
may notice that the light fixtures, once
in various stages of disrepair and in many
cases absent, have all been replaced.
Brother Ken Fuller, owner of Fuller
Glass, purchased the molds, furnace and
materials necessary to replicate the hand
blown lead inlaid porcelain fixtures. He
had his on-staff glass artesian working
to duplicate the globes and the results are
fabulous. In fact, upon close inspection,
the new fixtures are much more intricate
and of higher quality than the originals.
These brothers have donated their
valuable time and resources to the Valley
and I try to thank them regularly. Please
do not let their efforts go unnoticed.
Fraternally
Gary Gribble

From the Secretary’s Desk
A Special Meeting is being called for
ALL Valley Members. The meeting will
be April 7th. All members of the Valley
are requested to attend this very important Leadership meeting. Numerous activities will be discussed. It is important
that we make it an effort to ensure that
all members attend.
There will not be a Stated Communication in April. By holding our Service of Remembrance during the last
week of March instead of during the April
meeting, there is no work remaining.
If you have attended our regular meetings since the beginning of the year, you
hopefully have noticed some subtle and
not so subtle changes in the building,
especially with our housekeeping and
repairs. The improvements are in no
small part due to the efforts of a few of
our members. Gary Rushworth and John
Autry have worked tirelessly inside of our
building cleaning, discarding and arranging the furnishings. Brother Autry, our
new Center Administrator, has also
agreed to take on the task of updating our
library. Brother Gary Rushworth was responsible for cleaning, sorting and rehanging our departed 33° brethren’s pictures.
6

Knights of St. Andrew
2010 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

Joseph E Moore
John F. Knox
Robert M Clark
John F Ayer, 32° KCCH

The members of the Knights of St.
Andrew worked hard behind the scenes
the past few months to present the 29th
Degree for the first time at a Reunion in
many many years. Stage props, script
enhancements, coordination between the
stage crew, costume, lighting, sound, and
others was extensive. The Knight Secretary from the Monroe Knights of St. Andrew participated as a cast member to
make the 29th a memorable presentation.
Thanks to all that participated.

I N M EMORIAM
Lloyd W Campbell, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2010 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Noland R Gamble, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Harry C Northrop, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Harry C Northrop, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32º KCCH
Donald R Verret, 32 ° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2010 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

William B Powell, 32° KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32° KCCH
Richard D Morgan, 32º KCCH

Sesquicentennial Celebration
The Officers and Members of Lake Charles
Lodge # 165, Free & Accepted Masons cordially invites you to Ceremonies honoring
the occasion of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the formation of the
Lodge.

Saturday Afternoon at 2:00 pm
May 1, 2010

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Murray C “Bo” House, 33 °
Prior:
Herrin J Ducote, 33º
Prreceptor:
Ricky A Venable, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance

From the Secretary’s Desk

Wednesday, April 21st
Jules F Webb, 33° PGM-Guest Speaker

Wednesday, May 19th
Harold H Young, 33 ° - Guest Speaker
Dyslexia Program

Wednesday, June 16th
Jesse J Hollingshead, 32° KCCH
Guest Speaker - Learning Center

Wednesday, July 21st
Presentation on the Order of the
Eastern Star

Wednesday, August 18th
On the Road Meeting

Fall Reunion
Sept 11-12
Wednesday, September 15th
Honoring Past Venerable Masters & 50
Year members

Wednesday, October 20th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, November 17th
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

Spring Reunion Schedule
Breakfast

6:00 am

Registration

7:00 - 7:45 am

Introductions

7:45 am

Fourth Degree

8:00 am

Fourteenth Degree

9:00 am

Eighteenth Degree

10:15 am

Class Photo

11:30 am

Lunch

11:45 - 12:15 am

Wednesday, December 15th

I wanted to express my
thanks to all of the members
for their assistance and encouragement as I continue
to settle in behind the desk.
Thank you to Charlie
Callahan for taking his free time to show
me the ‘ropes’ and to make the transition a smooth one.
I do want to take this opportunity to
remind the members, that haven’t paid
their 2010 dues, that the fees and assessments were payable by December 31,
2009. If you are not in possession of a
2010 Membership Card, then quite possibly you have not submitted payment.
Please do so as quickly as possible.
If your contact information, including telephone and Email address, has
changed in recent months, please contact
me so that I can update your membership
profile in the Sentinel database.
Fraternally,
Blake Ford,
General Secretary

Election of 2011 Officers

Thirtieth Degree

Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every month.(Except November & December)

Thirty-Second Degree

1:45 pm

I N M EMORIAM

Closing Ceremonies

2:45 pm

John Allen Fontenot, 32°
Douglas Lee Kinsey, 32°

12:15 pm
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Venerable Master’s Message

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° DGM
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2010 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance-Extinguish Lights

Sunday, April 4th
Service of Remembrance-Relighting Lights
Joint service with Commandery

Monday, April 12th
Chapter of Rose Croix presiding

Monday, May 10th
Presentation on 7th Degree-John W Tilly, 32°

Spring Reunion
Monday, June 14th

M ay 22-23

Presentation on the 8th Degree
C Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°

Monday, July 12th
Patriotic program
Mike McNaughton, SFC

Monday, August 9th
A Rose Upon the Altar performed by the
Monroe Valley Cast

Saturday, August 21st
Honoring our Widows Night

Monday, September 13th
Presentation on 27th Degree
Joe A Stroud, 33°

Monday, October 11th
On the Road - Feast of Tishri

Fall Reunion
Monday, November 8th

Oct 23-24

Annual Thanksgiving program
Advisory Conference meets at 5:30 prior to
regular meetings.

A quarter of the year has passed already, and the Spring Reunion is nearly
upon us. In April, we will hold the Remembrance Ceremony on Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. This is a return
to the traditional observance from years
past. On April 1st at 6:30 pm, the team
will call the Role of those who have
passed since last year and present the
ceremony of extinguishing the lights with
light refreshments. On Easter Sunday
morning, (6:30 am) the Team will reassemble and present the relighting of the
lights. In addition to this traditional observance, area Commandery have been
invited
to
participate.
Plains
Commandery has agreed to present an
honor guard and will also present a brief
Christian observance of the Easter Holiday. Donuts, Coffee and juice will be
provided.
Our regular meeting on April 12th is
the obligatory observance for the Chapter of Rose Croix, which will Brother
Ricks Bowles presiding with Brothers
Freddie Touchet and Eddie Coleman.
Brother Naresh Sharma will present a
paper on the Rose Croix for the
membership's enlightenment.
The May 10th meeting is very active,
The Consistory obligatory day will be
observed by Brother Bill Womack presiding with his Prior, Charles Powell, and
his Preceptor, Charlie Sibley; Brother
Mike Carpenter will present a paper on
the Consistory.
I was told the first meeting after a
Reunion should have something to really
grab the new Brothers, so, in June, Ill.
Danny Smith and the 8th Degree team
will exemplify the Degree of Intendant
of the Building. Many of us remember
Bro. Bonnecarre's wonderful oration last
year during a regular meeting and by
popular demand, the team will perform.
The family of the Baton Rouge Valley is working diligently to provide more
light, an extended family to the young
8

and the not so young, and place where
fellowship is second to none. I hope you
will take the time to come and visit with
us to renew our Fraternity. Until then,
leave no doubt in all that you do.

Valley News
Plans for our Spring Reunion are rapidly coming to a close. The Valley Rep
and I have met with each of the Degree
Directors and they are preparing for the
Degree Rehearsal on April 24-25. It is
imperative that each of us a prepared to
perform (from memory) the work of our
Fraternity. This is the first impression our
new Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret
will have of the Scottish Rite. If it is a
positive performance, they will want to
take part in our work. If it is not, I assure
you they will be like so many of our
Brethren who fail to return for a meeting
or even renew their dues the following
year. So study, study, study and study
some more.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Brother Larry Moore for his
presentation on the 5th Degree at our
February meeting. Unfortunately, I was
in Alabama on business and could not
attend, but I have had several Brothers
comment that they enjoyed his presentation. For those who missed the paper, the
5th Degree will be performed in the
Spring Reunion on May 22-23. Please
make every effort to attend our Reunion.
Your attendance in the audience is just
as important as the performers on stage.
If the class sees that we do not care
enough to attend OUR Reunions, chances
are they won't either.
I look forward to seeing you all very
Nick Auck
soon.
Director of Work
continued page 10

In Memoriam
Frederick E Matthews, 32 ° KCCH
Joseph P Messina, 32°
John A Payne, 32°
Roy G Simmons, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2010 Officers

Spring Reunion

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

I am sure you have heard the expression, "Now is the time for all good men
to come to the aid of the party". Well,
NOW is the time for Scottish Rite Masons to come to the aid of their Temple
(Bodies) and convince a good Blue Lodge
Brother to fill out a petition for the Scottish Rite degrees that will make him a
Master of the Royal Secret. Years ago,
Illustrious Brother T. Scott Strickland
made the statement, "If the three degrees
of the Blue Lodge could be compared to
college courses, the Scottish Rite degrees
could be compared to the graduate degrees
of a University". I remember, after hearing this statement that I began to compare the first three degrees (Blue Lodge)
with those of the Scottish Rite. I found
that I could agree with him because the
Scottish Rite degrees did expand on those
of the Blue Lodge and were indeed comparable to "graduate degrees". The tenents
set forth in Blue Lodge were explained
and added to in such a way as to make
this comparison possible.
Our Spring Reunion is to be held
on April 24th and truly it is not too early
to secure petitions from Blue Lodge
Brethren. Not only do we gain "More
Light" but the Fellowship made possible
by our Spouses or Girl Friends, (but not
both), attending the evening meal prior
to the program of great interest to all is a
real drawing card. If every Scottish Rite
Mason got only one Blue Lodge Brother
to enjoy these privileges, How Great it
would be for all concerned.

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Joseph H Baker, 33 °
Ralph H Owens, 33º
Travis M Holley, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2010 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Randall S Hollis, 32° KCCH
Clifton Hall, 32°
Wilson O Cook., 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
Louis A Franks, 32°
Gerald R Wiese, 32º KCCH

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
Guy S Williams, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
John H Martin, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Jason C Brewton, 32º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance
Dr. R J Keiser guest speaker

Spring Reunion
Thursday, May 6th

Service of Remembrance
April 24

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
S Bruce Easterly guest speaker

Thursday, June 3rd
Flag Etiguette
guest speaker

Thursday, July 1st
Independence Day Celebration
guest speaker

Thursday, August 5th
guest speaker

Thursday, September 2nd
Feast of Tishri
guest speaker

Thursday, October 7th
guest speaker

Fall Reunion
October 23
Thursday, November 4th
25 & 50 year members recognized
Thanksgiving program

Thursday, December 2nd
Annual Christmas program
Election & Installation of Officers

Did you remember that our April
meeting falls on April 1, 2010? The
ironic situation of having our meeting on
"April Fool's Day" can't be helped, but
the program that evening is one our most
serious and thought-provoking evenings.
As we promised in the last issue of the
Trestleboard, this service or program
supplants the Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday Services which we used to
recognize each year.
The Remembrance ceremony includes
a roll call of our Brethren who have
passed to that Celestial Lodge Above and
causes us to remember our worthy Brethren who are no longer able to Fellowship
with us at the Monroe Scottish Rite
Temple. Then following a meal of
thanksgiving for their labors in our quarries, we reassemble for that portion of
the program where the Lights are relighted as we rededicate ourselves to
those obligations we took on our way to
the designation of a Master of the Royal
Secret! Please remember that this very
touching ceremony is an open one where
our Families may enjoy the Fraternal
Fellowship of the Scottish Rite.
9

continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Marshall Joseph McDonald
Renford Carroll Rodgers
William Albert Massey
J. W. Jackson, 33 °
Sidney Brown Sims
Rayford Harkness
Calvin Bernard Folds, 33° PGM
Douglas Edward Berlin
Charles Duane Ivy
Carl Brian Lemoine
Marvin Jimmie Hyatt
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Calling All Knights of St. Andrew

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News:

May 6th Meeting
If you have heard about the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation then you will hear a lot more on May 6th at our Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies regular meeting! At that time Ill. S. Bruce
Easterly, 33° President, will present more light concerning the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation! I am sure that you were
already aware of the fact that the Foundation is deeply involved
in the philanthropy of the Scottish Rite in Louisiana. The Foundation funds the five Rite Care Speech and Hearing Centers in
Louisiana. (Southeastern LA University), Baton Rouge (LSU),
Lafayette (UL Lafayette), Shreveport (LSU-S), and, Monroe
(ULM at Monroe). The work done at these centers for children
of that region is, indeed, a very needed and much-appreciated
by the parents of children who have communication problems.
The treatment is supplied by graduate clinicians from the University of that City. The Department of Communicative Disorders supplies these Clinicians and the Foundation provides
scholarships to them that truly encourage them to work with
the Scottish Rite of that city to work "miracles" with children
who the patients. The New Orleans Bodies were forced to move
their center to Hammond after Katrina and the transfer has
been very successful. You as a member of the Louisiana Scottish Rite of Freemasonry have helped because one dollar of
your per capita dues goes to the Foundation. Many of your
Brethren make Memorial donations to the Foundation in
memory of a deceased Brother or in honor of an outstanding
person of their acquaintance. This is an excellent way to perpetuate the memory of a loved one!

Master Mason of The Year

William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG and M: W: Woody D Bilyeu, GM 33° Personal
Representative flank Master Mason of the Year Teddy Ray Price, 32° KCCH

The Valley presented Teddy Ray Price, a member of Eastern Star Lodge #151, with their annual Master Mason of The
Year honors on February 27th. Grand Master Woody Bilyeu,
along with the Elected Grand Line and several appointed Grand
Lodge Officers were in attendance.
M: W: Bilyeu and his lady Mary took this opportunity to
recognize Master Masons raised in 2009 and present them with
a special Grand Master’s pin. Tim Davidson and wife Lisa,
Jim Kennedy and wife Jean, Everett Upshaw and Andy Harlan
were in attendance and the Grand Master encouraged them
continue their active roles in all aspects of Masonry.
10

Brother Charles R Bertrand, 32° KStA Valley of Lake
Charles is interested in compiling a complete state wide list of
Knights. He ask that all Knights of St Andrew members contact him by email at: cbertrand@cppj.net or by calling him at
either (337) 721-3631 or (800) 826-6092. Brother Bertrand is
a Building Inspector for the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury and
works in the office of Planning & Development.

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News:

Personal Representative Notes
I hope everyone is looking forward to a splendid spring
after our dismally cold and wet winter. After a couple of months
in the new job I have come to appreciate all the hard work that
our Scottish Rite brethren take on to make our fraternity what
it is today. I want to thank Ill. Bob Hutchinson, our past personal rep to the Valley of Baton Rouge, for all the work he did
in keeping the valley moving. He is enjoying some well deserved time off with his family.
We are anticipating a great year in Baton Rouge under the
able direction of our General Secretary, Ill. Bev Guillot, and
our 2010 Venerable Master, Bro. Nick Auck. There are great
things planned for our valley and I hope each of you will take
advantage of the opportunities presented. For example, our
Spring Reunion is planned for May 22 & 23 and we hope to
have a large turnout of candidates and brethren on hand to
watch the beautiful degrees being performed by our own capable teams.
One of the brightest shining lights of the Valley Of Baton
Rouge is our Childhood Learning Center, under the direction
of Ill. Joe Stroud. Dr. Mendoza and her workers from LSU
make us proud that we can help the children in our area. I
know the other valleys feel the same about their programs and
rightly so. All of our clinicians and children make us extremely
proud.
One of the biggest concerns that the Valley and Orient faces
is that of membership retention. If you have ideas that you
would like to see implemented please see me so we can discuss
it in detail. Remember the Valley of Baton Rouge's greatest
asset is its members. This is your valley and I hope we can all
look to the future with great expectations.
When any of us take on a new position, we view it as getting our feet wet. But without the help and support of our
members, I'd feel like I was drowning. For your help I will
always be grateful. Have a great spring and support Scottish
Rite and your Blue Lodges.
Danny Smith
Personal Representative
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CENTER NEWS
Shreveport Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

Gary L Gribble, 33° General Secretary-Executive Director of the Louisiana
Scottish Rite Foundation presents scholarship awards to Kelli Miller and
Paula Redeaux

Our two graduate students at the Center are Paula Redeaux
and Kelli Miller. Paula graduated from Loyola College
Prepratory in May of 2005 and began undergraduate studies at
LSU Baton Rouge. She graduated in 2009 and enrolled in the
graduate program at LSU-Health Science Center. After graduation, Paula’s goals are to work in a clinical setting offering
speech pathology for children.
Kelli is a 2005 graduate of Riverside Academy in Reserve.
Her undergraduate degree is from the University of LouisianaMonroe. Kelli is also enrolled in the Master Degree program
at LSUHC. She developed her passion for language disorders
through first hand experience with a cousin born nearly deaf
and seeing the great success achieved through the services of a
speech pathologist.
The Shreveport Center is blessed with having these two exceptional students working with our children.
John Autry
Center Administrator

Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
The Center is dedicated to providing speech therapy to children whose families cannot pay for services. Evaluations and
therapy are made possible by the cooperative efforts of the
Monroe Scottish Rite and the University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) Department of Speech-Language Pathology (SLP).
The center, which is physically located within the Monroe
Scottish Rite Temple, provides therapy to approximately 15
children and their families per semester. Therapy is offered
three semesters each year in accordance with ULM's academic
calendar. The therapy is provided by graduate students majoring in SLP and all therapies are supervised by licensed and
certified Speech-Language Pathologists working at ULM.
Children receiving therapy services benefit from 1:1 individualized treatment two times per week for their specific disorders. Disorders treated include: articulation, language, voice,
literacy, aural rehab, and fluency. A disorder in any of these
areas may interfere with a child's ability to communicate with
their family or at school possibly interfering with their academic success. Children with these disorders may demonstrate
frustration when attempting to communicate. The severity of a
problem may be mild or severe enough to prevent any effective
communication.
Articulation Disorders can disrupt a child's ability to speak
clearly despite knowing what they want to say. Language problems may be manifested in a child not being able to understand the words used by others or by their not being able to
choose and use the correct words themselves. Therapy focusing on literacy addresses a child's ability to read printed text
for enjoyment and within the academic setting. Aural rehabilitation is designed to aid a hearing impaired child in becoming
an effective oral communicator. A voice disorder may affect
the pitch, quality, resonance, or loudness of a speaker's voice.
Fluency disorders, also known as stuttering, are manifested in
sound or word repetitions, prolongations of sounds, blocking,
or struggle behavior exhibited while speaking.
In addition to providing much needed services to children
and their families, the Monroe Scottish Rite provides opportunities for ULM graduate students in Speech-Language Pathology. These students benefit from the experience gained while
providing therapy to children within the center. Additionally,
scholarships available through the Scottish Rite Foundation
lend financial support to students pursuing graduate degrees
for up to three semesters.
Sarah Hayes
Clinical Assistant Professor
Center Coordinator
ULM

Southeast Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southwestern Regional
Childhood Learning Center
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
11
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We have reached with bated breath what technically is the
outer perimeter of our mystic Camp - the NONAGON - and
yet we are now (finally!) so close to the Sanctum Sanctorum of
the mysterious NINE as to almost perceive the gentle fluttering of ethereal wings as we stand "Sub Umbra Alarum

Tetragrammaton" (seek and cherish the meaning of this, beloved Frater, on your way to Adeptship!). It is so rewarding to
discover, albeit often years after the fact, how even as Candidates in the 4th Degree, at the very start of our mystic journey
through the Scottish Rite, we unknowingly received an early
gift of inestimable philosophical value as we were allowed to
behold the esoteric diagram of the Tree of Life (see Diagram
4) and the alchemical and kabballistic attributions of the sacred Triple Triangle. I would hope that you take the opportunity to pause here and to meditate upon the rich mystical symbolism packed into this veritable roadmap to Freemasonry's
deepest mysteries while examining it in full size and in color please find it in "Bridge To Light" on p. 20. Among many other
features, it encapsulates a full explanation of the esoteric core
of the three Blue Lodge Degrees, so your patience will be amply rewarded.
Let us now proceed methodically to examine the Nonagon.
Since both the nonagon and the nine-pointed star derived from
it are geometric expressions of the number 9, we will begin
our analysis with a brief survey of the exoteric properties of
this most interesting mystic number. We will then briefly showcase its ubiquitous use in various cultures around the world
and throughout history. We'll then turn our attention to the
Scottish Rite Degrees where 9 is most significantly used in its
various manifestations. Finally, we will then begin to uncover
its hidden symbolism, particularly as it pertains to our Camp
as the major subject of this series. And we will do all this before, long before, the dreaded and merciless god Morpheus can
get a chance to carry you away on his pillow-soft and fluffy
wings to his father Hypnos's secluded, serene Temple where
all verbose writers and presenters are ever mercilessly tuned
out by a unison of zzz…zzzzzz's…. .
Those of you who have read Prof. Stephen Hawking's brilliant book "God Created the Integers" already know the answer to one of the deepest paradoxes of Philosophy: all numbers are different, and yet all numbers are one and the same.
Having said that, there truly is no other number quite like the
number NINE. Its unique mathematical properties provide a
partial set of clues to the intense fascination that this one number has exerted upon mystics and lay persons alike across countless world cultures throughout ancient as well as modern history.
Multiplying by nine reveals a mirror symmetry in numbers.
When any number is multiplied by nine, the resulting number's
digits always add up to 9 (or a multiple of 9). There's more.
When you add the digits of any number, no matter how large,
and then you subtract this sum of digits from the original number, you will always obtain a multiple of nine. Example: take
the number 8723 and multiply it by 9, you get 78507, whose
digits add up to 27, a multiple of 9. If you then subtract 27
from 78507, you get 78480, which is, surprise, a multiple of 9
(78480=9x8720)! The interested student may also delve more
deeply into the topic of "magic squares" - unique arrangements
of a series of distinct, consecutive integers in a square grid so
that all rows, all columns, and both diagonals add up to the
same constant, thus expressing a symbol through numbers with
the addition of Kabballistic ciphers. As you can imagine, this
particular topic, although intensely relevant to the study of

continued next column
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continued from front page
Nonagons, Sacred Enneads and Triple Triangles:

supply some additional elements as study hints below.
The Sufi mystics used an octagonal pattern around their
khatams to illustrate their doctrine that all phenomena are
nothing but manifestations of Being, which is One with GOD.
As an aside, the famous Russian mystic and seer Gurdjieff utilized a divination system called the Enneagram, which is believed to have originated with the Sufis in the Middle East; the
system grouped people into nine personality types, and is named
for "ennea" which is Greek for the number nine. The Sumerians
used an octagonal arrangement of lines as a symbol for both
star and GOD. An eight-pointed star enclosed within a circle
was the Sumerian symbol for the Sun god, and this subsequently
formed the basis for ancient Astrology. The eight-pointed star
represented the goddess Inanna, the Sumerian queen of the
heavens and also Ishtar (Astarte), the Babylonian goddess
known as "The Light bringer". It is believed that early on King
Solomon was one of the many followers of Astarte. The Adept
knows, of course, that Astarte is identified with Venus as the
Morning Star, and that both are symbolized by the Pentagram
or Five-Pointed Star discussed at length in Part III of this series. Sancta Sanctis!
Let's delve even deeper into the symbolism of the Octagon
and the eight-pointed star now. Their esoteric roots are in sacred Astronomy and Astrology. The eight lines in Diagram 2
indicate, respectively, the juxtaposition of the Celestial Cross
upon the Zodiacal Cross, both of which appear as potent symbols in several Masonic Degrees. The four corners of space
(North, South, East, and West) are thus symbolically linked to
the four corners of time (two solstices and two equinoxes). More
importantly, when the Student-Adept superimposes the 12 sacred signs of the Zodiac upon the circle in the diagram, he sees
the Lion, the Man, the Bull, and the Eagle, representing Leo,
Aquarius, Taurus, and Scorpio. This provides no less than the
main esoteric key to the Holy Royal Arch Degree as well as to
the 25th, 26th, and 27th Degrees in the larger sense, plus the
key to the Standards upon the Pentagon of the 32nd Degree
Camp! Not bad for a little detour on the way to the Nonagon, I
hope. However, as I suspect that the Aspirant still desires an
even more definitive esoteric interpretation of the Octagon, the
complete key to the alchemical secrets of the 7+1=8 formula
will be unveiled in Part VI as it pertains to the overall design
of the Camp.

Figure 4 Triple Triangle-Kabballistic Tree of
Life in the 4th Degree
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continued from page 12
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Masonry and in particular to that of its Rosicrucian branches
and offshoots, is far too complex to be accommodated here.
Just how wide-spread is the influence of the number 9 in
the world? Hang on to your geographical atlas, and you may
wish to also take an Encyclopedia of Philosophy along on this
trip! Let's just throw out there ancient China, Arabia, Phoenicia,
Judea, North Africa, India, Greece, the Roman Empire, the
Scandinavian region and the Mayan territories, just for openers. As we zoom in and identify the spiritual attributions of
this last of the nine single digits (hence its association with
finality, judgment, and stability) it is a safe assumption that
you will never again look at 9 as merely a 3x3 battery of public
Grand Honors.

Figure 5 Pythagorean Tetractys and Triple Triangle in the 6th Degree

Pythagoras believed and taught his students that the essence
of being is number. The 9 points on the outer perimeter of the
Pythagorean Tetractys shown in Diagram 5 - itself a symbolical representation of the harmonious nature of GOD - were
identified with the Nine Muses (Planets?), and the point in the
center with Apollo, the revered god of Light and of the Sun,
around whom the 9 dance (orbit?). Let the Adept ponder the
hidden meaning of this, and he will begin to see why the Camp's
nonagon is also an expression of the Tetractys, with all the
momentous implications deriving from this identification! Is
then the Nonagon not a veiled representation of an ordered
Universe (Solar System?) as well? What about the Camp as a
whole? Incidentally, the triple triangle formed within the
Tetractys above appears (again) in the 6th Degree, and it is the
same as the Triple Triangle worn by those Royal Arch Masons
who have been consecrated to the Order of High Priesthood
after being installed as High Priests of their Chapters. We will
see more surprise appearances of this sacred symbol as we proceed.
The ancient Chinese also considered numbers a mystical
part of the Universe, and in traditional Chinese culture the
number 9 has tremendous significance, being consecrated to
the "Yang" category (one side of the Yin/Yang dual polarity)
and thus signifying strength and masculinity. The numbers of
gilded knobs on the double doors of the major gates to the Forbidden City are all multiples of nine, as are all the doors, windows, stairs and fixtures in the royal palace. Nine was also a
significant number to the ancient Etruscans, who worshipped
nine gods. It was venerated by the Romans, who held a purification ceremony for their male infants on their ninth day of
life. The same number 9 is the sacred number in Scandinavian-Teutonic mythology, and Odin hung for 9 days and nights
on the Yggdrasil to win the secrets of wisdom.
To the Hebrews, nine was the number of pure intelligence,
representing truth. In the Kabballah, the 9th sphere or Sephiroth
continued next column
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(a key Scottish Rite symbol) is Yesod, representing Foundation. In Egyptian mythology, 9 represented the sacred Ennead,
and in the Mayan religious system there are 9 underworlds,
each ruled by a god. In the Hindu system, which Pike studied
extensively and used in several Degrees, nine is the number of
Agni, the sacred Fire - the initiated Master of the Royal Secret
will doubtless recognize this. Furthermore, the square of 9
forms the sacred Buddhist Mandala of 81 squares which symbolically encloses the Universe. There are, of course, 81 lights
arranged in 9 groups of 9 in any (well-lit) Consistory. And
yes, for all you Harry Potter fans out there, 9 is indeed a central number in Celtic lore, symbolizing the 8 cardinal directions plus the center; there are also three times three Celtic
goddesses and 9 white ritual stones, not to mention the Beltane
Fire rites which are attended by 81 men, nine at a time. The
"cat o' nine tails", however, will not be addressed here - one
has to draw the line somewhere after all!
Having analyzed the Nonagon and dissected the poor number 9 quite mercilessly, the time has come to turn our attention
toward a more in-depth examination of the Triple Triangle.
We've already shown how it appeared unexpectedly in both
the 4th and the 6th Degrees, but there are several more surprises still in store. Besides, while we were busy fighting off
Hypnos and Morpheus and at the same time taking care not to
drop the 1,016-page Monitor on our toes while feverishly combing through "Bridge To Light", we forgot to ask, let alone elucidate, some basic questions: What exactly is a Triple Triangle,
where did it come from as an esoteric symbol, and why is it so
important in the Scottish Rite as to be placed upon the Altar in
the 32nd Degree after having made multiple appearances under many forms in preceding rituals?

Figure 6 Triple Triangle (Ennead) and Pehtalpha in the 32nd Degree

The Triple Triangle, sometimes called the Pentalpha of
Pythagoras (from the Greek "pente", five, and "alpha" for "A")
expresses the symbolic union of the first odd number with the
first even number. As we mentioned above, to the Pythagoreans
all things proceeded from numbers, and in a harmonious Universe that is based on stable proportions knowledge of the essence of being could be found in the form of numbers. But the
use of the Pentalpha, either in its five-pointed-star form or as
three actual interlaced triangles, was certainly not limited to
the famous mathematician's school. In ancient Egypt it adorned
the statue of the god Anubis; it can be seen on old British and
Gaulish coins beneath a sacred mythical horse; the Druids used
it as a talisman on their sandals, and the Germans placed it on
their thresholds to ward off evil spirits. In the Scottish Rite,
the Triple Triangle is a symbol of Deity, and the 32nd Degree
the Candidate is explicitly told so. In particular, its relevance
arises out of the mystery of the Trinity, and its symbolism within
the Consistory is enhanced by the use of its square - the 81
lights. Elsewhere in Freemasonry it appears prominently in
continued page 14
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continued from page 4
Robert Burns Night:

continued from page 13
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tion about the life and times as well as the influence and poetry
of Brother Robert Burns. Bro. Cairns' address also included
many well-researched references to the
Knights Templar and to their influence
on Scotland's culture and history. The
subject of modern Templary was then
unexpectedly brought into relevant focus as Bro. Lazar took the podium and
revealed the real reason why Ill. Bro.
Hebert (also GCSA) was able to fulfill
his role as Chaplain so well throughout the evening. Against
his wish of having none of his Masonic titles mentioned, Bro.
Hebert was properly introduced as being one of only 2 living
Past Department Commanders of the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templar USA who
hail from Louisiana. As Templary is very
much a hot topic today, many of the attendees expressed an interest and had many questions for our Chaplain following his closing
Benediction.
After the traditional closing of the Supper, everyone adjourned to our large auditorium upstairs where we all had the
privilege to be further entertained with live bag pipes and
Scottish drums, authentic
Highlands dancing, an interactive explanation of the many
interesting facets of Scotland's
unique customs and culture,
and much more. When I tell you that no one wanted to leave, I
mean it. The party went on for a really long time and, true to
Bro. Cairns' reputation,
we are all still talking
about it at the Valley.
This entertaining and
convivial celebration was
another unforgettable
milestone for our Valley.
It will grow bigger and
even better. Please don't miss it next year. You will certainly
want to be there to see it all for yourself!

the Cryptic Rite as the "complete number" of 27 (3x9) and as
the "secret alarm of the mysterious nine" - it is no coincidence
that the Cryptic Degrees originated from within the Charleston Supreme Council. The same Triple Triangle is perhaps most
dramatically and explicitly featured in the Holy Royal Arch
Degree of Capitular Freemasonry, although in a manner which
is not to be revealed here, it being restricted to those who have
received the Grand Omnific Word in the proper manner.

Figure 7 Triple Triangle in the 6th, 15th and 20th Degrees

Where else do we see the Triple Triangle in the Scottish
Rite? As it turns out, we see it more often than we'd expect, if
we take the time to look for it and to cross-study the rituals. In
the 6th Degree, we see it again on the jewel, and the union of
the Sun and the Moon triangles as balanced by Mercury speaks
volumes to the student of speculative alchemy. In the 13th
Degree, we find the nine vaults of Enoch (similar use of the
symbol is found in Cryptic Masonry)and the 9 mystic lights.
Remember that when it comes to esoteric symbolism, 3 can be
expressed as 3x3, or as 9, or as 27, or as the cube of 3, or as the
square of 9, and still express the same philosophical idea. We
encounter it again in the 15th Degree as three concentric triangles alluding to the triune nature of GOD. In the 20th Degree, the 3 concentric triangles appear again, but this time we
are presented with a powerful esoteric connection between the
Triple Triangle and the Pythagorean Triangle which forms the
central symbol of that Degree. This most important connection is not fully elucidated until the Initiate has an opportunity
to view the ceremony of investiture of a Knight Commander of
the Court of Honour (a public ceremony). And speaking of the
Pythagorean Triangle, it is no coincidence that in three key
Degrees - Elu of the Nine, Elu of the Fifteen, and Elu of the
Twelve, the numbers 9, 15, and 12 are exact triples of the
Pythagorean set 3, 4, 5, respectively. We need not remind the
Initiated Adept that the Hindu Trimourti, well studied and
understood by Pike, is also composed of 3 concentric triangles
having at their center the mystic and very powerful sacred syllable (and sound) A-U-M. The interior triangle thus symbolizes Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, while the middle one denotes
Creation, Preservation, and Destruction; the outer triangle alludes to Earth, Water, and Air.
We've come a long way since we commenced our mystic
journey in Part I of this little exploration and took our first
feeble steps around the center of the Great Camp. We have
finally reached a vantage point that enables us to more fully
appreciate the exquisite beauty and complexity of the invaluable gift we've been offered at our Initiation. We now have
most of the elements of the "big picture", and in the next and
final part of this series we shall endeavor to present the master
keys to its overall design and significance. Until then...

Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

Salve Frater!
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH
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Officer, who handles the finances, checks the budget, signs the
checks, looks over investments and keeps expenditures within
bounds of revenues. Not always easy today with money-market fluctuations. All very dedicated - thank you Brother Treasurers. Then we turn to the Director of Work, the CRO - Chief
Ritual Officer - who works with the COO and CAO and keeps
Reunions on course, Degree Teams rehearsed and ready, and
continuously watches for that "right man" to appear to take a
part in that Degree that needs that "right man" - a never ending job when you consider there are 29 different Degree opportunities to fill Degrees - thank you Brother CRO's.
How many others come and work, volunteer to help out
around our Valleys each day, each week and during Reunions?
Class Directors, Kitchen Crew - cooks, dining room staff, cleanup crew - then Stage Crew, Wardrobe Crew, Musicians, Electricians, Sound Men, Lighting Crew, Registration Staff, Greeters, Knights of St. Andrew, KCCH Club members, Parking Staff,
Ladies Hospitality Staff, the Brother who puts the flag up, the
Brother who picks up the Brother who cannot drive after dark
and brings him to the meeting, and so many, many others - the
Brothers who fix those things that break, check the roof leaks,
get the flowers for the 18th Degree, check the bathrooms for
needed supplies frequently, help take out the garbage, and the
ones during Reunions who attend and watch the Degrees and
offer to help out around the building doing little jobs, and those
who come out and sit, drink coffee and visit and make Brotherhood come alive - so many good, dedicated Brothers who
make a Valley work. Thank you, each one.
There are one or two others who never get much thanks the new man who runs our website, The Orient Express www.la-scottishrite.org - and our Orient Membership Director
who constantly gets beat up because he cannot perform magic
and find a way to create and keep members. Then the Brother
who puts this paper together - never gets much thanks for what
I hear all over the country, "Bro. Mollere, you have the best
newsletter in Scottish Rite" - not me - he does work magic! So
much talent in this little Louisiana Orient - and what dedication.
So we have many who keep Scottish Rite going and moving forward, and we need to look around and see them - they
all make it happen. Each member has a job, and if you have
not come out lately, those jobs are waiting for you to assume come on out and take your place - we need you and your particular talents, enthusiasm, energy, and dedication.
Thank you, my Brothers, let us REJOICE for all who are
keeping Scottish Rite in Louisiana working, moving forward
and meaningful to all who belong - many who can not and do
not participate on-site, yet who belong and support Scottish
Rite by continuing to pay their Dues, by believing in Scottish
Rite's mission to help children by supporting our five Learning Centers, by reading our publications and staying up-dated,
and who talk and walk Masonry everyday by the way they live
their lives - thank you for continuing to support and belong to
Scottish Rite Freemasonry

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Rejoice - Positive Happenings”
Every other month, toward the end of that month, it occurs
to me that a deadline is looming, and that our very dedicated,
most talented and tyrant of an Editor, Ill. Steven Alan Pence,
33°, expects me and everyone else who is assigned a part of
this publication to deliver that portion assigned, and by the
deadline. Most times, as I sit to gather my thoughts, the weighty
responsibilities of helping guide Scottish Rite in the Orient of
Louisiana bear down and make me think of negative issues numbers on membership, financial arrangements in each Valley, deaths of dear Brothers who will be listed in a little black
box in each Valley's news page, lost opportunities to tell the
Story of Scottish Rite, Freemasonry's decline on the radar of
important matters in today's world of mundane matters. So, as
I sat to write this particular article, it occurred to me that my
Blessings far, far outweighed my problems. We have really
good people who are working daily for Scottish Rite in this
Orient.
In each Valley, we have a man who serves as Personal Representative, my personal man-on-the-scene. All are good
friends, and my Brothers. They serve as the COO, the Chief
Operating Officer, in each Valley - the on-site Boss. They get
no financial compensation and only my thanks, occasionally.
I go to them when there is a perceived problem in their Valley
and expect it to be handled properly. They do. They are all
very dedicated. Five men who have volunteered to serve as
General Secretaries in each of our five Valleys, in business
terms, the CAO's - the Chief Administrative Officers are also
true Brothers. Granted, each receives compensation for their
efforts, but if the hourly rate were examined, we would fall so
far below the Federal Hourly Wage Rate, and that would make
us ashamed that we might call it "slave wages", if I may use a
politically incorrect term. So, these men have dedicated themselves to serving Scottish Rite. Thank you Brothers! Then,
we have in each Valley Office an assistant, all very pleasant
ladies, who also work for very meager hourly wages, but they
are there working away taking care of administrative matters,
paying bills, writing letters, inputting data into the computer
system, answering telephone calls and helping in every way
possible - thank you dear ladies!
Each Valley has a Treasurer, a CFO - a Chief Financial

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
There has been a change in the Per
Capita assessment?

Article XI, Section 6 (Revised)
Grand Executive Director shall, annually, or or before the first day of April,
make for each Subordinate Body the annual report as provided in Article XV,
Section 17, of these Statutes. Commencing January 1, 2010, and payable on the
January 1, 2011, and thereafter on members carried on the rolls the last day of
December of the previous year, the per
capita assessment of four dollars for the
Lodge of Perfection and two dollars each
for the Chapter of Rose Croix, Council
of Kadosh and Consistory, will increase
eighty cents for the Lodge of Perfection
and forty cents each for the Chapter of
Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh, and
Consistory each year for FIVE years.
Bodies working under Letters Temporary,
whose Charters are granted at the regular session next after their formation,
shall not be liable for the per capita assessment during the period covered by the
Letters Temporary, but their liability will
commence January first after the Charter is granted.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

