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Opening Salvo
by

The Editor
The 200th Louisiana Grand Lodge session has passed and
our newly elected and installed Grand Lodge Line have already immersed themselves in the labors of our Fraternity. The
Session, with twenty five Resolutions and fifteen cases from
the Appeals and Grievances Committee, was lengthy but didn't
set any records for time or work that was presented. I will say
that this is the first session that I have attended that if a
member's position was against a resolution, he would have to
cast a yes vote for it to fail. You really would have to be there
to understand but M: W: Bro Bilyeu did an excellent job with
requisite explanation to keep confusion to a minimum. I have
been reading back issues of the Grand Lodge Proceedings to
research the establishment and history of the Honesty & Integrity Award Program. The Resolutions, printed in these proceedings from 1975 to current, caught my attention. As I read
through them, I was struck by the fact that many of the topics
presented in our recent Grand Lodge Session have been introduced for almost 40 years on numerous occasions. Another observation was that improvements are generally accepted but
change is tedious and almost immeasurable. The recent session proved once again that the membership is willing to modify
and improve current programs but reluctant to enact change in
the operation of the Lodge. Many suggested improvements have
failed due to how they were communicated or lack of thereof.
Being veiled in allegory is best left to the conferral of degrees.
The purpose of communication is to convey a clear and concise thought, message or idea. Failed communication results
in tremendous confusion, wasted effort and in many instances
to misunderstanding.
Although the Session was replete with visiting dignitaries
from every Masonic body, including several from other Grand
Jurisdictions, it is noteworthy to mention this list of dignitaries included members from the Supreme Council, 33° Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction. Sovereign Grand
Commander Ronald A Seale, 33°, Grand Executive Director
William G Sizemore, 33° Grand Cross, Director of Development Earl E Ihle, 33° Grand Cross, Director of Membership
Services Dean R Alban, 33° were in attendance. The Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Texas M Douglas Adkins, 33°
and a Louisiana Mason was also in attendance and of course
our SGIG, William J Mollere, 33°. Although it was like trying
to herd a pack of cats, I did manage to briefly corral them for a
photograph with Grand Master.
Ill. Brother Seale was the keynote speaker during the Grand

L:R - Admiral Sizemore, Doug Adkins, Earl Ihle, Woody Bilyeu, Ronnie Seale,
Bill Mollere and Dean Alban.

Master’s banquet. As expected, Ronnie provided the right
words, at the right time. He spoke about friendships that are
developed through our Fraternity. He spoke of the true meaning of brotherhood and the unique responsibilities Masons have
to each other. In order to fulfill our obligations, it is paramount
that we stay committed and connected, utilizing the many available means of communication.
A few months ago I was asked to speak at the York Rite
Workshop held annually at Alexandria. The topic provided to
me was public awareness. A Brother's presentation preceding
mine, dealt with internet communications including Facebook,
Twitter and webpage building. Utilizing Smartphone, Blackberry and I-Phone technology to enhance communications for
the membership was presented. Improving communication, not
only with the public but to our membership, through technology was the focus. Since the topic of increased public exposure
and communication had been opened, I decided to seize the
opportunity. The greatest fear anyone should have is providing
me with an open microphone and a captive audience. Members of my church have and will, without reluctance, recall
vivid memories of such. I always prepare an outline beforehand to assist in keeping me on topic. However, this outline
had the same significance as my Pastor’s watch being taken
from his wrist and laid on the corner of the pulpit. What does
it mean or do? Absolutely nothing! I did manage to convey
ideas on increasing communication whether it be a monthly or
quarterly newsletter, an article printed in our several Masonic
magazines or a local newspaper, a bulletin at meetings or a
telephone call. When the annual dues notice a Brother receives
is the only communication he sees and is the only one he has
grown to expect, then Masonry's message has been lost. How
embarrassing and more tragic it is to receive the dues envelope
returned with a hand written note from the widow or family
that the brother had passed away months or even a year ago.
As I was putting this edition together and getting it ready
for our printer, I received an article and accompanying photographs from W: Bro H B “Cookie” Billingsley. This submiscontinued on page 4
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The Mason's ways are
A type of Existance
And his persistance
Is as the days are
Of men in this world.

Shreveport, LA 71161

Editor
Steve Pence
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Any
article or views expressed in this publication are those
only of the writer and do not reflect the official position
of the Louisiana Scottish Rite. The editorial policy of
this publication grants free reign to the Editor, within the
lines of Masonic principles and teachings. Articles and
pictures submitted become the property of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit is given to
the source.

The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I or
II and have received or should shortly
recieve their certificates and lapel pins.
New Orleans
Christopher Joseph Landry
Louis John Caruso
Lake Charles
William Matthew Traylor

Editorial Staff

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, P GM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: B. J. “Bev” Guillot, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

And solemn before us
Veiled, the dark Portal,
Goal of all mortal; —
Stars silent o'er us,
Graves under us silent.

But heard are the Voices, —
Heard are the Sages,
The Worlds and the Ages:
"Choose well; your choice is
Brief and yet endless;"
Here eyes do regard you
In Eternity's stillness;
Here is all fulness,
Ye brave, to reward you.
Work, and dispair not.

Allegiance

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

The future hides in it
Gladness and sorrow;
We press still thorow,
Naught that abides in it
Daunting us, —onward.

While earnest thou gazest
Comes boding of terror,
Comes phantasm and error,
Perplexes the bravest
With doubt and misgiving.

Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Shane C. Crump, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Darrell L. Guillory, 32°
C. Clifford Heath, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which

by
Johann Wolfgang Goethe

www.la-scottishrite.org
Calendar of Events
"Without continual growth and
progress, such words as improvement,
achievement, and success have no
meaning."
Benjamin Franklin

Mind of God
by
Brother Rob Morris
And we can know the mind of God,
A window to the will Supreme?
And His purpose all exposed
to human eye, so faint and dim?
Look! Upon upward broadly lies
The Word of God - the unerring Law,
Threatening and promising by turns,
As Masons yield to fear or love,
Oh, be it ours to walk therein,
And at the end have sure reward!
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Supreme Council
2011 Biennial Session
Washington DC
August 21-23
Orient of Louisiana
Honors Day
Shreveport
November 12
Conference of The Orient
Shreveport
November 11
Spring Reunions
New Orleans
April 2
Shreveport
April 30-May 1
Lake Charles
March 12-13
Baton Rouge
May 20-22
Monroe
April 30
York Rite
Grand Commandery
Shreveport
April 9-11
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge
Kaitlin Hernandez
Rebecca Repp
Louisiana State University
Shreveport
Kristy Holmes
Amanda Adams
Southeastern Louisiana University
Hammond
Cliff Gomez
Fonda Laney
University of Louisiana
Monroe
Alyssa McLendon
Lindsey Salter
Meg Moore
University of Louisiana
Lafayette
Kayla Zaunbrechen
Kasie Lawson

Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
S Bruce Easterly
Percy L Giddens
George Johnson
In Memory of Michael J Falkenberry
Frank H Falkenberry, Jr.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Engineering Scholarship Donations
In Memory of Mrs. Ruth Leger
D W Jessen & Associates
In Memory of Mrs. Helen Kratzer
D W Jessen & Associates

Foundation Update
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation held its annual meeting in February
at Monroe. The Foundation elected officer and made necessary appointments
to the committees to insure continued
growth and success of our programs. The
many devoted Scottish Rite Masons,
throughout our State, give of their time
and resources to see that a premier service is available at our Speech and Language Clinics.
As you will see in this Trestleboard,
beginning on page 10, our Centers provide multiple functions to the community.
3

First and foremost are the services provided to the children that suffer from various forms of speech afflictions.
Secondly, our Centers provide an avenue for the Graduate Students to perform
a portion of the necessary clinical hours
that are part of their course requirements.
And finally, the Foundation, through
your generous donations, provides scholarship awards to relieve some of the financial burdens from the graduate students.
Your tax deductible gifts to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation touch
many lives, provide precious services and
are reinvested in your communities.
Thank you for continued support.
Fraternally,
S Bruce Easterly, 33 ° PGM
President
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
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and Scottish Rite Masonry and have the opportunity to sit with
brethren that might relate their experiences during WWII, the
Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, patriotism, service and their
association with the Fraternity.
There are lectures in the Second and Third Sections of the
Master Mason Degree that are rarely communicated during the
conferral. These details of the building of the Temple and the
explanation of the hieroglyphic emblems are left to the candidate to discover on his own. Devoting an entire Saturday for
the degree, lectures, exposure to the appendant bodies, our many
charities and providing the opportunity for our new Brothers
to become acquainted with members who may forever remain
at a distance may sound like a novel idea. It is certainly a change
from the current practice. Would this improve the Masonic
experience? Properly planned and executed, I think so. Could
it also be seen as another means to increase communication,
more light? Is it an entirely new idea? Previously submitted
Grand Lodge Resolutions indicate not.
Two days before I wrote this, I received a telephone call
from a Brother that needed information to make a charitable
donation to the Dyslexia Center. As my phone number appears as a contact on a few programs in the District, this call
wasn’t unusual. I didn’t personally know this senior gentleman and he indicated that he had seen me once during my
visit to his Lodge. After helping the Brother with his initial
questions, the conversation turned toward Masonry, mutual
friends and experiences within the Fraternity. As he related
his Masonic history, the Brother kept apologizing for taking
up so much of my time. He was certain that I had other more
pressing things to do. I dismissed that idea and encouraged
him to continue. He spoke on his many travels relating to Masonic functions and the lifelong friendships that developed.
He mentioned being a member of the Red River Road Runner
Degree team and I said that I was also a member. The Brother
told of trips to confer the Master Mason Degree inside Carlsbad
Caverns, an Oklahoma Indian reservation, in the Florida Everglades and numerous other Jurisdictions. He was an avid amateur photographer and has many albums filled with pictures
covering these and many more Masonic events. He said he still
has all of the original negatives (gasp!) cataloged and stored
in air tight containers. This gentleman mentioned that he
doesn’t know what will happen to these items as his daughters
would have no interest in them after he is gone. I told him that
I would enjoy seeing the photographs and I asked if he would
have time and inclination for me to visit and to have him relate his memories of the events while I viewed the albums. He
thought this would be a great thing...if I had the time. What
could have been a 3 minute telephone call, evolved into a 45
minute personal conversation, with a brother Mason. It was
evident he needed and wanted to talk Masonry and it was just
as evident that I needed to hear this Mason.
Thus by the one indivisible chain of sincere affection, brotherly love, relief and truth; which sufficiently serves to distinguish us from those who are strangers to our Fraternity, and
demonstrate to the world in general that the word “brother”
among Masons is something more than a name. A telephone
call with a brother, remains an important means of communication. An idea that doesn’t need change or improvement. Its
only requirement is for someone to make the effort.
The Ed

continued from Front Page
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sion is intended for inclusion in the Louisiana Freemason magazine, which I am also trying to finish and send to the printer.
The article features the conferral of the Master Mason’s Degree on four candidates. It is not unique as I have encouraged
the Lodges to provide articles covering the raising of their new
members. I feel it is important for the newest Master Masons
to not only have the event acknowledged beyond the confines
of the Lodge but also have it memorialized in print. The new
member will receive his first magazine and find his picture,
along with his Lodge officers and possibly members of the
Degree Team with an accompanying article. It is a way to communicate that he is a member of the Masonic Family that includes brethren outside the four walls of his mother Lodge.
The reason I mention this is the circumstance and location
for the event. Three Lodges, one from Zachary, Slaughter and
Baton Rouge, held a Special Communication for the purpose
of conferring the Master Mason Degree at the Baton Rouge
Valley’s Scottish Rite building. Trinity Union Lodge received
dispensation to move their charter to the Scottish Rite Temple
and hosted the event. The Degree Team was dressed in full
regalia and theater’s backdrops and stage props were utlized.
Available sound and lighting were used. I can only imagine
the impact it had on the candidates and lasting memories the
four new Master Masons have for their experience on that Saturday in February. Congratulations and welcome to Brothers
Scott Valloton, Jim Parker, Mitchell Ward and James Stockner.

L:R - Front Row R: W: Robert Hutchinson, DDGM 13th District, Scott
Valloton-Plains Lodge, Jim Parker-Slaughter Lodge, W: Bro Jack Claunch.
Back Row Scott Turner, George Turner, M: W: Bro Harold Ballard, PGM,
Mitchell Ward-Trinity Union Lodge, Walter Freeman and James StocknerTrinity Union Lodge.

This was truly an innovative idea. An improvement?...too
subjective. A change?...definately. Let me take this idea a bit
further. What about the Grand Lodge being able to grant a dispensation to confer the Master Mason Degree, at one and the
same communication, on 10, 15 or 50 candidates? Every member of the Degree Team with a microphone so the candidates
can actually hear and understand what is being said. Appropriate music piped through the sound system for emphasis and
dramatic effect. Stage props and background scenes converting the Lodge to a true representation of King Solomon’s
Temple. Each candidate, execept the candidate representing
the class, has either his Worshipful Master, Warden, coach or
the brother that recommended to Masonry seated at his left. At
lunch, between sections, the candidates are introduced to York
4
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first T u e s d a y of every month
Important Notice
The City of New Orleans has scheduled “Music in the Square for 2011”
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING”.
Therefore, on a TRIAL BASIS, our meetings have been changed to the 1st TUESDAY of each MONTH.

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2011 Membership Fees were due
on December 31, 2010
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Council

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Saturday April 2nd Spring Reunion
Tuesday, April 5th
Ceremony of Renewal & Remembrance

Tuesday, April 26th
Advisory Council
Mother’s Day Program

Tuesday, June 7th
On The Road-Guest Speaker

Tuesday, July 5th
Regular Meeting - All bodies to open

Sunday, July 10th
Tuesday, July 26th
Tuesday, August 2nd

Bring a Friend Night
25/50 Year Membership Recognition

Tuesday, September 6th
Feast of Tishri - Reobligation Night

Saturday October 1st Fall Reunion
Tuesday, October 4th
Presentation of the 30th Degree

Tuesday, October 25th
Advisory Council

Donald E Freeze
David R McCann, Sr.
Don A Springler
Troy G Broussard

2011 Officers
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Frank N DuTreil, 33°
Senior Warden: Elmo J “Jay” Pitre, III, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Edward A Reine, 32º, KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix
George J Lupo, 32° KCCH
Armand L Love, 32º
Carl W Mixon, 32°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Eagle Council of Kadosh
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Ralph T Rabalais, 32° KCCH
Quinton J Buras, 32°
Darrenn J Hart, 32°

Master of Kadosh:
James W Vann, 32 °
Prior:
Klaus J “Joe” Kueck, 32°
KCCH Prreceptor:
Garland M Gisclair, 32º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°

Family Day

Advisory Council

Venerable Master:
SeniorWarden:
Junior Warden:
Recorder/Treasurer:

Our Valley held its Annual Election
of Off icers at the regular meeting on
January 5th. The following Officers were
elected or appointed respectively, and
deserve our continued support as well as
our most sincere congratulations.

New Orleans Consistory

Tuesday, April 3rd

their Annual Election of Officers and installed the following hard-working
Knights who deserve sincere congratulations.
Knights of St. Andrew

Recent Valley News
At the regular meeting on February
1st the Valley held a very successful
Valentine's Day Program hosted by our
Venerable Master Ill. Bro. Frank N.
DuTreil, 33º who outdid himself in honoring the ladies and our members. Ill.
Bro. DuTreil, 33º is also serving this year
as the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana. Following the festivities the Knights of St. Andrew held
continued next column
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February In the Valley
On February 19th the Valley was
privileged to hold yet another ultra-successful Annual Robert Burns Night,
which is covered in great detail elsewhere
in this issue. We all look forward to a very
busy period marked by events of historic
importance later on in the year: the beautiful Royal Sonesta Hotel will be the host
of an History and Research Symposium
celebrating the New Orleans Scottish Rite
Bicentennial. The Chair man of this
grand-scale project is Ill. Bro. Clayton J.
"Chip" Bourne, III, 33º, PGM. For complete details and Registration please visit:
www.neworleansaasr.info
These exciting and unprecedented
events will kick off on June 1st and continue on for many days with large participation of a wide cross-section of our
membership . You will not want to miss
this!
continued page 12

In Memoriam
Claude Joseph Autin
George Travis Bailey
John Oren McMullan
Charles Ray Neithercutt
Leon Nunez, Jr.
Richard William Priebe
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2011 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33 °
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Robert E Bazzell, 33 °

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33°
Steven A Pence, 33°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Council of Kadosh
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

SPRING REUNION-April 30 May 1
Tuesday, May 10th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Saturday May 22nd

Tuesday, June 14th
6:30 PM

Tuesday, July 12th
Open Meeting

Larry D Ledbetter, Sr., 33°
Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33°

Shreveport Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
B Keith Tindell, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles F Jackson, 33°
Prreceptor:
Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
Treasurer All Bodies:
E Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°
Director of Work
E Louis McGee, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

John F Knox
Andrew J Stevenson, Sr.
Gary T Rushworth, Sr.
John F Ayer, 32 ° KCCH

KCCH Club
T Patrick Dickson, 32° KCCH

President

2:00PM

Shreveport Foundation presents:
The Louisiana Hayride®
Regular Meeting

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same
monthas District Lodge at 5:30 pm.

Upgrades
The Valley now accepts Visa and
Mastercard credit/debit cards for payment
of dues, donations and rentals. We graciously embrace the 21st Century’s technology!

A New Member Writes
As we study and grow in Freemasonry-as we all should be doing as time
permits-we should entertain the thought
that we are building a moral and spiritual temple of ourselves upon a ceremonially laid cornerstone in the northeast
corner of the lodge in which our brothers in the lodge unselfishly helped us today.
As we journey through the mysteries
in our studies, if we do so within the educational avenues made available through
the Scottish Rite, we are rewarded with
many pleasant discoveries which if applied to our every day lives, serve to make
us better men both morally and spiritually.
Upon reflection of where we were before we began our search for enlightenment as opposed to how far we have
come, if one is true to himself, he will
6

not be able to feel any other way about
himself than satisfied and happy about
the darkness he has left behind.
In this search for light, if one is true
to himself, he will begin to realize that
he is becoming more valuable to himself,
his family, his country, his neighbor and
to God. It is a win-win situation for mankind as a whole.
Decades ago, while still in school, an
instructor asked our class - What is the
purpose of an education? His answer was
“To make students more productive and
useful to society.” No emphasis was made
on the moral character that is essential
for that formula to work. Masonry makes
itself available to fill that void. Study in
the Rite can make it happen.
Fraternally,
Robert L Rowe, II, 32°

Louisiana Hayride®
Do you remember the radio call "Live
from the stage of the Shreveport Municipal Auditorium THE LOUISIANA HAYRIDE®". On Sunday May 22nd at 2:00
pm once again that familiar call will ring
out, this time "Live from the Stage of
the Shrevepor t Scottish Rite, THE
LOUISIANA HAYRIDE®".
We have secured plenty of local talent to help us re-create this much loved
show from the past. This will be a great
fun filled afternoon of Country Music the
way it used to be. A great mix of Classic
Country, Blue Grass, Comedy, and just
plain ole good music for your enjoyment.
Make your plans now to attend the
"LOUISIANA HAYRIDE®
All net proceeds are dedicated to the
handicap renovations project. Tickets
will be available at $25 ea. for limited
seating Call the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Office and reserve your tickets now.
The trademarks "Louisiana Hayride®" and "Cradle
of the Stars®" are registered trademarks owned by
Shreveport Louisiana Hayride Company L.L.C.
Special Thanks to Maggie & Alton Warwick for the
use of these trademarks in connection with our production.

I N M EMORIAM
Garland Ray Jeter 32º
Robert Watts, Jr., 32º
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2011 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Harry C Northrop, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Rocky” Schexneider, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Claude G LeCompte, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Donald R Verret, 32º KCCH
“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2011 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, April 20th
Service of Remembrance

Wednesday, May 18th
Regular Meeting & Program

Wednesday, June 15th
Regular Meeting & Program

Wednesday, July 20th
Patriotic Program

Wednesday, August 17
On The Road

FALL REUNION
SEPT 10-11
Wednesday, September 21
Regular Meeting & Program

Wednesday, October 19th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, November 16th
Thanksgiving Dinner & Program

Wednesday, December 21st
Christmas Program-Election of Officers
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every month.(Except November & December)

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:

Richard D Morgan, 32° KCCH
Claude G LeCompte, 32° KCCH

2nd Lt. Commander:

Thomas L Kussman, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
Herrin J Ducote, 33 °
Prior:
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Prreceptor:
Elton J Blanchard, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

Personally Speaking
As a young man, I used to enjoy shopping at Muller's Department Store in
downtown Lake Charles. The men's department was on the first floor near the
rear entrance. Whenever I stopped to look
at a shirt for more than 15 seconds, a sales
person would walk up and greet me with
"We have that shirt in three different colors in your size. Do you want short
sleeves or long sleeves?" It made shopping a pleasant experience when someone listened and promptly took care of
your needs. The sales people did not need
to measure your neck or sleeve length.
They knew each customer personally,
their sizes, and their taste in clothing. It
was something that we do not see much
of any more, customer service. Sadly,
Muller's closed in the 1980's bowing to
the trend for self-service discount retailers. This struck the death knell to customer service.
The Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies membership grew rapidly through the
1960s, 1970s, and even the early 1980s.
But then something changed for Masonry.
The World War II and Korean War generation of men who were highly in tune
with fraternal ties began to die and the
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next two generations, the Baby Boomers
and the Generation Xers were fiercely
independent and in many cases self-centered. Only small numbers of these men
associated with our fraternity and our
numbers have been in decline for the past
25 years.
There is light at the end of the proverbial tunnel. The newest generation,
the Millenniums, are a group of young
men who are seeking fraternal relations.
Times have changed from the post-World
War II years, as nearly every household
is a two income home. Men want to use
their discretionary time with their wives
and children, and their fraternal experiences must include outlets for the entire
family.
This year, the advisory conference of
the Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies is
focusing on new ways that we may offer
customer service to our members. Our
goal is to improve our communication
and programming so that every member
is engaged, involved, and active. Over the
next few months, we will be brainstorming potential ideas for how we can make
the Scottish Rite membership a more
pleasant experience where someone listens and promptly takes care of your
needs. Your input and feedback are both
welcome and important to the process.
Send you comments to:
lcscotti@structurex.net
or cal the secretary's office at (337) 4361676, or better yet, attend our meeting
on the third Wednesday of each Month
at 6:30 p.m.

Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

I N M EMORIAM
Chester Anderson
James Madison Kilpatrick, 33°
E R Poole
Jackie Lamar Smith
Guy Wm Sockrider
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2011 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, April 11th
Special Program & Guest Speaker

Monday, May 9th
Special Program & Guest Speaker

Spring Reunion

May 20-22

Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on the
4th Monday of every month.

Representative Notes

From the Secretary’s Desk

On Monday, February 14th, the Valley had the honor of receiving our newly
installed Grand Master, M:W: B.J.
Guillot into his home Valley. As the
Grand Lodge Session ended on Sunday,
February 13th, the Baton Rouge Valley
had the privilege of officially introducing our Grand Master on his first visit at
any Masonic event. Most Worshipful
Guillot, GM was welcomed in due Scottish Rite form, under swords, upon his
entrance into the Valley. Accompanying
M:W: Guillot, GM were the following
Grand Lodge Off icers: R:W: Robert
Hutchinson, Grand Steward, DDGM 13th
Masonic District; W:B: William Mollere,
Grand Chaplain; W:B: Danny Smith,
Grand Senior Deacon; W:B: Joe Stroud,
Grand Standard Bearer; and W:B: Jimmie
Dean Dunkin, 13th District Grand Lecturer all members of the Valley of Baton
Rouge. The Grand Master discussed the
recently completed Grand Lodge Session
and outlined his programs for the upcoming year. The evening provided a unique
opportunity to celebrate the kick-off of a
Grand Master's year and was doubly rewarding as Brother "Bev" was welcomed
home.
Brethren, plan on attending our meetings, held on the second Monday of the
month, at 7:00 P.M. As shown above, we
are having very rewarding meetings under the guidance of our Venerable Master, Bro. Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32°
KCCH. Don't forget about our upcoming
Ceremony of Remembrance (Maundy
Thursday/Easter Sunday service) and our
Spring Reunion scheduled for May 2022. We have a tentative plan to confer
13 degrees.

As spring approaches each year you
may more times than not hear someone
say, "BEWARE THE IDES OF MARCH".
As I reflect on these words they remind
me that Shakespeare used this in the play,
Julius Caesar, warning he was about to
meet his death. Most people now associate this expression with death but In Roman times it was simply a period occurring around the middle of each month
according to their calendar. I say the
IDES OF MARCH is the beginning of a
New Spring for the Valley-a time to prepare for up coming events and make
ready to move forward into the year of
2011 at full speed.
Already the Temple is displaying a
New Face on the front of our building. It
signifies our pride and sends the message
into the community that Scottish Rite
Masonry is active and living in the Valley of Baton Rouge.
January kicked off a very informative
Recertification Conference, hosted by the
Valley of Baton Rouge,with a Mardi Gras
theme and attended by representatives
from all the Valleys in State. Special
speakers attending from Mississippi and
two from the Valley of Chicago-NMJ as
well as brothers from within our state
offered in detail a message to educate our
leaders, that they may keep focused on
the ever changing issues facing Masonry
today.
The February 14th Stated Meeting
was special in several ways. First it was
Valentine Day. The Valley of Baton Rouge
was chosen as the first Official visit for
M:W: B.J. "Bev" Guillot, GM 33°. The

Danny Smith, 33°
Personal Representative
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In Memoriam
Charles Mickey Chaney
Marshall Wayne Edmiston
Statie Preston Eggers, Jr.
Burford Prentiss Freeman, Jr.
Clinton Louis Gill
Philip Kirkpatrick Jones
George Manning Simon, Jr.
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Remembrance & Renewal

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2011 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, April 7th
Regular Meeting & Program

Thursday, April 21st
Service of Remembrance

6:30PM

Saturday April 30th Spring Reunion
Thursday, May 5th
Regular Meeting & Program

Thursday, June 2nd
Regular Meeting & Program

2011 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Ralph H Owens, 33 °
Senior Warden:
Travis M Holley, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden:
James Robert Corry, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Wilson O Cook, 32° KCCH
Jerry W Wicker, 32°
Gerald H Houston, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Louis A Franks, 32°
Gerald R Wiese, 32° KCCH
James L Reagan, 32°

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
John H Martin, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Jason C Brewton, 32°
Preceptor:
E L “Bubba” Via, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Years ago the Monroe Scottish Rite
Bodies, as well as all Bodies of the Southern Jurisdiction, held a Special Meeting
on the Thursday before Easter which was
called the Maundy Thursday Service.
This Service was divided into two separate parts: the first was referred to as the
Extinguishing of the Lights at the Thursday meeting and then, on Easter Sunday
Morning the second portion called The
Relighting of the Lights, was presented.
The Monroe Bodies, (I am not sure of
other Valleys), combined the two sections
and presented the Extinguishing of the
Lights then, after dinner, presented the
Relighting section.
Then, it was decided to call the combined ceremony a program called Remembrance and Renewal This designation was probably more significant because if we solemnly considered the two
sections and their symbolism, the new
designation was more descriptive. In the
Extinguishing of the Lights, part of it's
representation was a memorial to those
Brethren that had passed to that Celestial Lodge above during the past year. At
this time the Roll was called, recognizing these Brethren. This section is the
Remembrance section. The Relighting of
the lights signified a re-dedication to
those principles we had subscribed to on
bended knee at the Altar. The Renewal is
simply a personal renewal of the pledges
we had originally vowed and should cause
each of the Brethren to remember and
refresh his dedication to those principles
that set a Brother apart as a better example of a God-fearing man. Our ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal at
the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will be
held on April 21st at 6:30 P.M. Please
come and remember that this is an open
meeting so the ladies are welcome to attend this beautiful program. We must also
remember that this program is obligatory.
That is, in the 18th degree we were obligated to attend this service or program.
At that time we swore to attend this meeting, if at all possible!
9

Reunion Time
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will
have their Spring Reunion Saturday,
April 30th. This will be a one-day reunion and Registration begins at 7:30
A.M. and the Closing will occur at 5:00
P.M. The five obligatory degrees (4°, 14°,
18°, 30°, 32°) as well as certain other
degrees will be presented during this full
day. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.
All of us have certain Brothers in our
Blue Lodges that are not yet Scottish Rite
Masons. This is a golden opportunity to
get them to join us at the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies for an additional evening
of, fellowship and camaraderie. Remember that wives can attend and share a light
supper and the planned program with
you. Ask a brother join with you and become a member of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry.
The Degree Masters and their cast
members are ready to present the various
degrees and there is always room for
those Brethren who don't feel that acting
a part in a degree is part of their service
and would like to work with the Stage
Crew and get the stage and necessary
paraphernalia ready for those who act out
the various roles in each degree.
Awards are given for those who bring
their Blue Lodge Brethren into the Scottish Rite. How many of your Masonic
Brothers petitions can you secure? Be the
outstanding member for the year in securing petitions! Just think, two months
to ask a Blue Lodge Brother to join you
in seeking "more light" in Masonry
through the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.
Fraternally,
Beryl C Franklin, 33°

continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Carl Claude Collins, 32 °
Arliss Morelle Barr, 32°
Emmett Lee Brown, 32°
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CENTER NEWS

A Bicentennial Celebration
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium, June 1-4, 2011, is an academic conference on the history and development of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry with the particular interest in its development in
Louisiana. The general theme of the conference is the bicentennial celebration of the creation of the Grand Consistory of
Louisiana.
In his 1882 "Official Bulletin V," Albert Pike tells us that
on Sunday April 7, 1811 at 5 p.m. in the hall of Perfect Union
Lodge was the first meeting of a Grand Consistory in New
Orleans. The meeting was attended by many of the "founding
fathers" of Louisiana Freemasonry. Pike also tells us that this
Grand Consistory was granted a charter on March 28, 1811 by
Louis Jean Lusson and Jean Baptiste Modeste Lefebvre, both
SGIG's of the Supreme Council of Kingston, Jamaica.
For the next 50 or so years, the AASR in New Orleans would
ping-pong from jurisdiction to jurisdiction culminating in a
destructive "Scottish Rite war" in the mid 1800's.
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium is designed as a public event. No paper or material will
be offered or presented in a public setting which should be
reserved for Masons only. This conference welcomes the nonMasonic academic community and recognizes the contributions
to Masonic history which have been made by non-Masonic academics.
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium will be held in New Orleans from June 1-4, 2011 at the
The Royal Sonesta Hotel, which is conveniently located in the
historic French Quarter. Contact information for the The Royal
Sonesta is:
The Royal Sonesta Hotel
300 Bourbon Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-2213
Phone: 504-586-0300
Registration for the event is $125.00 per person, includes
banquet and conference events. We have have arranged for a
limited number of rooms at the Royal Sonesta Hotel. We have
negotiated a rate of $139 per night (+ tax) for Wednesday, June
1, 2011 to Saturday, June 4, 2011 (with checkout on Sunday,
June 5, 2011).
Reservations for the symposium can be made on-line at
www.neworleansaasr.info or by sending us a mail at the below
address. Room reservation can also be made on-line or by phoning the hotel directly at: 504-586-0300 and use the group code
"SCOTISH".
New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium
c/o Clayton J. Borne, III
433 Metairie Rd # 100
Metairie, LA 70005-4344
Or by e-mail: info@neworleansaasr.info

10

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
We are so excited to welcome our new Louisiana State University graduate students! Kaitlin Hernandez is 22 years old
and grew up in Kenner, Louisiana. She received her Bachelor's
degree in Communication Disorders from LSU in May 2010.
She previously gained clinical experience at the LSU Language
Preschool, Adult Neurogenic Clinic, and Language LLD Clinic.
She is very interested in working with the pediatric population, Individuals with Down Syndrome and Autism, as well as
adults who have suffered traumatic brain injuries. She is very
excited to work with the children at the Scottish Rite and looks
forward to what this semester has in store.
Rebecca Repp is from Abbeville, Louisiana and became interested in Speech Language Pathology after growing up with
a sister who had special needs. She also had family members
who were SLPs and loved their jobs. She received her undergraduate degree from LSU in Communication Disorders with
a Minor in International Studies. Her clinical interests include
Language Learning Disorders and Autism.
These young ladies have already won over the children at
the Clinic and we are delighted to have them working with us.
Joe A Stroud, 33º
Administrator

L:R - Rebecca Repp and Kaitlin Hernandez
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CENTER NEWS
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center

L:R - Alyssa McClendon, Robert Joyner, 33 ° General Secretary, Lindsay
Salter and Meg Moore.

Scholarship awards were recently provided to our three
Graduate students, who under the guidance of Sarah HayesClinical Coordinator/Internship Coordinator Department of
Speech and Language Disorders University of Louisiana-Monroe, provide speech therapy at our Center. This semester’s
clinicians are Meg Moore, Linsday Salter and Alyssa
McClendon.
Alyssa McClendon completed undergraduate school at
Ouachita Baptist University in May of 2004. She then dedicated 4 years to Spring Hill Independent School District and
Lighthouse Therapy Services working as a speech-language
pathology assistant. Alyssa currently is enrolled in the Master's
Degree Program at ULM. After graduation, she aspires to serve
children and adults in a home health setting.
Meg Moore graduated from Ruston High School in May of
2004 and began undergraduate studies at Louisiana Tech University. She completed her undergraduate studies in 2008 and
enrolled in the graduate program at the University of Louisiana-Monroe in August of 2010. After graduation Meg plans to
work with children in a hospital setting.
Lindsay Salter is a 2003 graduate of Airline High School
in Bossier City. She attended Kilgore College where she was a
Lieutenant of the Kilgore College Rangerettes. She completed
her undergraduate work and earned a Bachelor's degree in
Communicative Disorders at the University of Louisiana at
Monroe. After graduation, Lindsay worked for a year as a
Speech-Language Pathology Assistant. She is now pursuing
her Master's degree at ULM. After graduation, she plans to
work with children who have speech and language disorders.

Shreveport Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Jessica Brownell-MCD, CCC-SLP Clinical Supervisor at
LSU Health Science Center recently replaced Sandra Hayes as
our Center Coordinator. We look forward to working with Jessica and thank Sandra for her many years of exemplary service
to our Center. Scholarship awards were presented to our two
graduate students pursuing Masters Degrees in Speech Pathology at LSUHSC.
Amanda Adams is a first year graduate student at the LSU
Health Sciences Center in Shreveport in the Communication
Disorders program. She is currently a member of the National
Student Speech-Language Hearing Association and has been
actively involved for the past four years. Amanda completed
her undergraduate career in Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette where
she graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in
May of 2010.
Nicole Holmes is a graduate student at Mollie E. Webb
Speech and Hearing Center. She is originally from Foxworth,
Mississippi, but has made Shreveport her home for the last 4
years. Nicole received an undergraduate degree in liberal arts
from the University of Southern Mississippi and a juris doctorate from Mississippi College School of Law. She is married
to Kevin Berg.
John D Autry, 32 °
Administrator

L:R - Nicole Holmes, John Autry and Amanda Adams.

Beryl Franklin, 33º
Administrator
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the "Toast to the Haggis", or the "Toast to the Lassies", or any
of the fun poetry recited, because it was all done the right way
by members of Scottish-heritage Societies whom we were privileged to host for the evening: Steve Brownlee, Bob Grubb, Pam
Brownlee, and Allison Gibson.
Bro. Ion Lazar GCSA delivered a brief Welcome Address,
told the emotional story of the founding of the New Orleans
KSA Chapter and introduced the recipients of the prestigious
Grand Cross of St. Andrew (GCSA), which is the highest decoration that a Chapter can bestow upon its Past Venerables or
Emeriti. Bro. Lazar then introduced Ill. Bro. Hebert 33º as the
Valley's General Secretary who made brief remarks about the
role of the volunteer Knights in our many Scottish Rite activities. Bro. Lazar than introduced Bro. Ian Cairns, 32º, the Program Director and keynote speaker who delivered a memorable and engaging presentation about the life and times as
well as the influence and poetry of Brother Robert Burns. Bro.
Cairns' address also included many well-researched references
to the Knights Templar and to their influence on Scotland's
culture and history.

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

Celebrating Annual Robert Burns Night
On February 19, 2011 our Valley of New Orleans held yet
another flawlessly-executed, truly authentic, and enormously
impressive Robert Burns Night and Traditional Knights of
St. Andrew Supper. Our many attendees
have since last year been referring to this
wildly entertaining event under the heading of "Things That Rock", but this reporter insists on using instead the motto
"Things That Work" as it stirs nostalgic
echoes of the National Leadership Meeting of Fellows of the Supreme Council held
in Wichita, KS years ago, where the seeds
for the vision of establishing a successful Chapter of Knights
of St. Andrew were first planted in our hearts and minds by
our Sovereign Grand
Commander himself. It
was a bold dream then. It
has
now
come
true…again. If you missed
it, don't despair. It will be
back next year. Just remember to reserve early.
If I had to list just one
major feature to encapsulate this event for our Valley, I would definitely say: "It was just done right". It really
was. When it comes to putting together a true Feast in honor of
Scotland's most revered, most celebrated, and most flamboyant and inspiring poet, there really
is no substitute for authenticity. Old
Robbie himself would have been
proud!
You see, the one thing that most
impressed the many attendees, both
Valley members and distinguished
visitors alike, was not just that every single traditional element of a
successful Burns Supper was featured and executed to perfection,
but that it was all done by passionate Scots and Scots-at-heart
who truly knew what they were doing. No one will ever forget

We had a traditional parade to bring in the Haggis, and it
was all accompanied by live bag pipes and led by Bro. Donald
Freeze, 32º as this year's Venerable Master of St. Andrew. His
Lady Deborah Freeze delivered an outstanding Toast to the
Lassies. The Program continued with a sumptuous 4-course
Feast that was truly delicious and enjoyed to the sound of authentic Scottish music. Venerable Master of St. Andrew Donald
Freeze, 32º introduced his Chapter's Officers as well as the
many Sir Knights who are the hardest working volunteers we

continued page 13
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continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley
From The Secretary’s Desk:

continued from page 12
New Orleans Annual Robert Burns Night:

have: Leon T. Roberts, Don Siegel, Ion Lazar, Anthony Radosti,
William Axtman, Try Broussard, Darrenn Hart, Don Springler,
Quinton Buras, James Vann, and so many others.
After the traditional closing of the Supper, everyone adjourned to our large auditorium upstairs where we all had the
privilege to be further entertained with live bag pipes and Scottish drums, authentic Highlands dancing, an interactive explanation of the many interesting facets of Scotland's unique
customs and culture, and much more. When I tell you that no
one wanted to leave, I mean it. The party went on for a really
long time and, true to Bro. Cairns' reputation, we are all still
talking about it at the Valley. This entertaining and convivial
celebration was another unforgettable milestone for our Valley. It will grow bigger and even better. Please don't miss it
next year. You will certainly want to be there to see it all for
yourself!

Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

Grand Master was received under the swords in due form by
the Knights of St Andrew. He was accompanied by R:W: Robert J. Hutchinson, DDGM 13th Masonic District, W:B: William J. Mollere, Grand Chaplain, W:B: Charles D. “Danny”
Smith, Grand Senior Deacon, W:B: Joe A. Stroud, Grand Standard Bearer and W:B: Jimmie Dean Dunkin, District Grand
Lecturer 13th Masonic District. M:W: Guillot, GM then brought
his message to those in attendance, outlining his plans for the
year. We all stand proud in that the Grand Master of Masons
for 2011 comes from the Baton Rouge Valley. May God's blessings be with him as he goes about the business of Masonry in
his travels.
Also in the month of February the Valley hosted the Baton
Rouge Certificate Association on behalf of Trinity Union Lodge
#372, Plains Lodge #135 and Slaughter Lodge #475 to confer
the Master Mason Degree in full regalia using the robes and
props. It was well attended by more than 75 brothers from the
area. The Valley is always ready to assist wherever we can to
promote Masonry in Louisiana.
April the 24th is Easter Sunday and there will be an Open
Special Service commemorating Maunday Thursday (Service
of Remembrance and Renewal), beginning at 6:00 pm. We plan
to share the program with the Honor Guard from the York Rite
Bodies and it will be divided into two services. First we will
have a speaker on the Old Testament. We will then retire for a
meal in the annex before we return to hear a speaker on the
New Testament. Plan to attend the Easter Service with your
family as we reflect on this important time, sharing our beliefs
of both Christian and Jewish faiths.
In closing, Brethren, I remind you that we are now well
into the 2011 dues year and there are still a few brothers who
have not remitted their 2010 dues. Remember when you attend a meeting we must have a current paid dues card to present
to the Tyler. Check your dues card and make sure it is indeed
2011.
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

L:R - Jimmie Dean Dunkin, Joe A Stroud, C D “Danny” Smith, M: W: B J
“Bev” Guillot-GM, Robert J Hutchinson and William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG

13

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

THE FINALWORD

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News:

Master Mason Night
The Valley presented Brother Jerry Wayne Walker, 32° a
member of Tallulah Lodge #308, with their annual Master Mason of The Year honors on February 26th. Grand Master B J
“Bev” Guillot, along with R: W: Frank N duTreil, Deputy Grand
Master, R: W: H Edward Durham, Grand Senior Warden, R:
W: Earl J “Mickey” Durand, Grand Junior Warden, M: W: Bro
Joseph H Baker, PGM Grand Treasurer and M: W: Bro Roy B
Tuck, PGM Grand Secretary and several appointed Grand
Lodge Officers were in attendance.
Ill. Woody D Bilyeu, 33° PGM and Personal Representative was Master of Ceremonies for the evening. W: Bro Walker
is the current District Grand Lecturer for the 7th Masonic District and has served as the District Deputy Grand Master for
that district. He is a Past Master of Tallulah Lodge, Past High
Priest for the Monroe Chapter #18 Royal Arch Masons, Past
Illustrious Master of Monroe Council #8 Cryptic Masons and
Past Eminent Commander of Monroe Commandery #7 Knight
Templar.
As M: W: Guillot, GM read the recipient’s biography and
heads turned toward where Jerry was seated, it was obvious
that Brother Walker was truly caught off guard. Jerry humbly
accepted the honors and thanked the Monroe Valley for the
prestigious award. Jerry and Florence have two children and
five grandchildren.

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Mason Enough?”
Recently at the annual gathering of Grand Lodge Officials
held in Denver, Colorado, Louisiana's Grand Lodge was well
represented with our Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Senior and Grand Junior Wardens, Grand Secretary, and
two Past Grand Masters all attending the Conference of Grand
Masters of North America. There are approximately 60 Grand
Lodges in the United States and Canada, and all had some representation. Our Sovereign Grand Commander of Scottish Rite
for the Southern Jurisdiction was present, our own Ronnie Seale,
who also encourages the SGIG's and Deputies of our Scottish
Rite to attend in order to show Scottish Rite's support for our
Grand Lodges in particular and for Craft Masonry in general.
Being privileged to attend, it was my honor to be with 28 other
Scottish Rite Active Members and Deputies from our Supreme
Council at the Conference. It is always a wonderful homecoming for me because I get to visit with friends and colleagues
from all over the Masonic World - leaders from many foreign
Masonic Grand Lodges and from the many Masonic affiliated
groups attend to visit and share ideas and programs. Gathering 1,000 Masons who are all the head of something is, in itself, a challenge - image having 60 Grand Masters in one room.
Then imagine having all of the major Leaders of Freemasonry
from around the world sitting in that same room. The fraternal energy and excitement are incredible. Every year that I am
privileged to attend, it is that same feeling of energy and excitement.
While attending, our Grand Commander decided to call all
of the SGIG's and Deputies together and review plans and programs in our Southern Jurisdiction - a quick but informative
meeting. Toward the end of our meeting, the Grand Commander
shared two letters that he had received in his office. One was
very sad and one was emotional. Neither letter originated in
Louisiana. When both were read and reflected upon, it came
to me, "am I Mason enough?" Both made me stop and consider my Duty as a Mason, a Scottish Rite Mason, and a sup-

L:R - Robert C Joyner, 33 ° General Secretary, Woody D Bilyeu, 33 ° Personal Representative PGM, Jerry W Wicker, 32°, M: W: B J “Bev” Guillot,
GM 33 °, William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG and Ralph H Owens, 33 ° Venerable
Master Lodge of Perfection.

continued page 15
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must assist, encourage and defend our Brethren, relieve want
and distress and serve the common good. The Chapter of Rose
Croix teaches us to be tolerant of all faiths and creeds, to have
Faith in GOD, mankind and ourselves, and that Charity is relieving wants, tolerating errors and faults in others. It also
has us question whether evil exists to provide us a chance to
practice the virtues of Faith, Hope and Love. The Council of
Kadosh makes us question if virtue is obsolete in today's world;
and after answering that, we must work for good with Faith in
GOD, love for our fellow man and never cease in gaining knowledge - death is before each of us; we must be prepared and
have our lives in order and be prepared for eternity. Finally,
we enter the Consistory to be Masters of the Royal Secret and
learn that we are each soldiers of Truth, Freedom, True Religion and that as human beings, we are interlaced with GOD in
seeking a balance in life. Our Duty to GOD, our country, our
family, our brethren and to ourselves are our daily performance,
never ending, never ceasing. The answer is - I can never be
"Mason Enough", but I must try to be every day. Are you "Mason Enough"? Thank you for trying to be. Thank you for continuing to work daily toward the goals of living our Scottish
Rite lessons and always trying to be "Mason Enough".

continued from previous page
The Final Word - “Mason Enough?”:

posed Leader in Scottish Rite.
The first letter was from a widow. She wrote and asked to
be taken off the Masonic mailing lists of all groups where her
husband had once belonged. Her husband had died the year
previously and she continued to receive his Dues notices. She
wrote that when her husband became ill, she notified his Lodge,
his Scottish Rite and his Shrine - all which he had been very
faithful in attending and supporting. No one every called him;
no one ever visited him. When he went into the hospital, no
one called or visited. When he died, no one came to the funeral home or offered any support or condolences. She continued to receive his Dues notices however. She wrote that if that
was what Masonry was about, after her husband's years of attending and supporting, she wanted nothing to do with Masonry, ever. We all sat silently for a long time. Were the members of her husband's Masonic organizations "Masons enough"
in his time of need, and now in his widow's time of hurting,
sorrow and need? What about all of those Obligations to help,
aid and support, and to care for the widow? What happened to
all of her husband's Brothers? I started thinking how many
times have I failed to visit a home-bound or sick Brother, attend to his needs, attend a funeral or at least pay my respects at
the funeral home? How many times I have failed to call a
widow and check on her and ask if she needed anything? Have
I been "Mason enough"? The silence in our group, which
seemed to last forever, ended with the reading of the second
letter.
As the first letter was sad; the second made an even more
emotional impact. The letter came from a disabled Scottish
Rite Brother who had read that our beautiful 100-year-old
monument to Scottish Rite, the magnificent House of the
Temple in Washington, DC, was undergoing a major renovation, and millions of dollars would be needed to accomplish
the necessary work to restore, improve and properly endow the
structure for the future. The Scottish Rite Brother wrote that
he wanted to keep our House of the Temple the best possible,
as he had seen pictures and read articles about it. Enclosed in
his letter was a check for $50 which he explained that he had
saved to use to take his wife out-to-dinner for their 35th wedding anniversary. He and his wife thought that the money might
be better used for Scottish Rite's monument. He hoped that his
small contribution would assist in some way. Again, deafening silence. Emotion which most grown men are taught to
withhold came forth with bowed heads and wet eyes - handkerchiefs grabbed. Were we "Masons enough"? How small we
suddenly felt compared to this Brother. The Bible story of the
widow who gave her last penny in the Temple came to my mind
- some with much give large amounts, yet some give all that
they have. To sacrifice for a purpose believed and supported,
not money but action; was I "Mason Enough"?
Two very different letters, but two statements to me that I
am not doing enough to live my Masonry. In Scottish Rite, we
talk about expanding our Masonry and enlightening further
the aims and goals of Masonry. In the Lodge of Perfection we
are taught that Duty is with us always and as we grow in Masonry, so grows our Duty, "as leaves grow upon a tree". We

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Who can appoint Deputies of the Supreme Council?

Article X, Section 1 & 2:
Sec. 1. The Sovereign Grand Commander may
appoint and commission an Inspector General
Honorary as the Deputy of the Supreme Council
in any territory not occupied by it or by any other
regular Supreme Council, with power to confer or
communicate the Degrees and establish Subordinate Bodies of the Rite in such territory under Letters Temporary issued by the Sovereign Grand
Commander, and to perform such other acts as
shall be specified in the commission issued to him
by the Sovereign Grand Commander.
(2) The Sovereign Grand Commander may
also appoint and commission an Inspector General Honorary as the Deputy of the Supreme Council for American Military Scottish Rite BodiesNATO Bases, with such powers given to Deputies
as provided herein.
Sec. 2. The Sovereign Grand Commander
may also appoint and commission an Inspector
General Honorary as the Deputy of the Supreme
Council in any Orient which is unattached and in
which there is no resident Sovereign Grand Inspector General, with the powers and prerogatives of
a Sovereign Grand Inspector General within such
Orient, except as otherwise provided in these Statutes. The Deputy of the Supreme Council thus appointed must be at the time of appointment a bona
fide resident and an affiliated member of Subordinate Bodes in the Orient for which he is appointed, and shall be exempt from the payment of
dues while serving as such Deputy, provided, however, that the residency requirement shall not apply to a Deputy of the Supreme Council appointed
for the District of Columbia.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

