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explain. The teacher reached for his paddle until it was discovered that it was a DeMolay petition. Mr. Melton reached
into his wallet and produced a membership card from the Broken Arrow Chapter of DeMolay in Oklahoma. He told us that
it was a good organization and to be on our way."

Scottish Rite Profiles:
William Jules Mollere, 33° SGIG
By
A. J. Meek, 32 °
Valley of Baton Rouge
William J. "Bill" Mollere who was promoted last August to
our Sovereign Grand Inspector General (SGIG) is a person of
rare talent and knowledge. He is one of only thirty-three such
Active Members of the Supreme Council that meets in Washington D.C. This past June 21st, Bro. Mollere completed 41
years as a Master Mason.
Some men elevated to high honor and position often become filled with themselves and their self-importance. Some
take on these responsibilities with quiet humility. Bill Mollere
is such a man of humility. He is always elevating another
Brother to an exalted place by his gentle encouragement and
advice.
Intellectually curious, he has become an enthusiastic teacher
of history, especially the Old Testament and Masonry, two of
his great joys. He recounts the intellectual process as going
through an open door and discovering many other doors to
explore, finding an inexhaustible source of possibilities. He
explains, "These are the mysteries of the human mind and
heart."
Have you ever wondered why the recently constructed North
Boulevard viaduct makes a gentle curve to seemingly avoid a
collision with the Prince Hall Masonic Grand Lodge? Ask Bill.
During our telephone conversation, I was enlightened at the
story of the real life person Prince Hall, the first black Mason
initiated in this country by the British during their occupation
of the colonies. Black Masons have had a long struggle to be
recognized as regular by many Grand Lodges in America - almost forty now do. History now shows them to be true Masons, and the trend of isolation is slowly disappearing.
Do you know the plight and potential loss of many the
Masonic treasures of architecture and artifacts due to neglect
and a dwindling membership? Ask Bill. There is a mural in
the Istrouma Lodge that is in need of preservation and documentation. The Istrouma Lodge is being sold and there is a
real possibility that the mural that depicts the three degrees of
Masonry will be lost forever.
Beginning his Masonic journey first as a DeMolay at fourteen, Mollere recalls:
"I became interested in DeMolay from friends who were in
the organization. A classmate passed me a petition in science
class. Our teacher, a strict disciplinarian whose name was
Jim Melton, caught us. We were invited to stay after class to

He laughs at the memory. At twenty-one, Mollere petitioned
the Baton Rouge Lodge for membership which later became
Trinity Union Lodge when with two other lodges, Capital and
Northeast, merged. He became the Master of the Baton Rouge
Lodge in 1980, long before the merger. He later also joined
East Gate Lodge, the same lodge where his former science
teacher Jim Melton was a fifty-year Mason. Mollere also holds
membership in the York Rite, Shrine, and other Masonic organizations, and is a charter member of the Lodge of the Nine
Muses in Baton Rouge.
Having the ear of his boyhood friend, Sovereign Grand
Commander Ronnie Seale, doesn't hurt the cause in this region for Scottish Rite. Constantly traveling within the state
and nationally, Bill Mollere, by example, is a good friend and
advocate for Masonry where ever he travels.
During our initiation, we learned the ritual source of Light.
As seekers of that Light, I am sure that Bill Mollere would
agree that true Masonic Light is within, and this is the case by
a man who I am honored to call "Brother."
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Albert J. Meek, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KStA
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GSW
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Tolerance
In the 18° Lecture you find: “All our
Degrees illuminate the mind and inculcate the virtues with but one object in
view: the fraternal union of all good men
working together for the benefit of the
human race.” My script reads: All our
degrees have one object: the fraternal
union of men in toleration.” The message is the same although one is rather
loquacious. The explanation is to say that
our degrees are not exclusive to any religion. Working together for the benefit of
the human race or toleration is a reoccurring theme in all Masonic work.
Recently I reread the Declaration of
Independence and used the first 2 paragraphs in my Lodge’s July Trestleboard.
I remember from history class that there
were fifty-six signatures on that historic
document. Nine of these men or 16%
were confirmed as being Freemasons.
The language is both a work of literature and an artistic persuasion. It speaks
of specific grievances against and intolerable behavior by King George III. The
colonist justified to the world the breaking of ties between them and England.
They could no longer remain victims and
knew that this declaration would result
in the taking of arms against a formidable army.
As Masons we are instructed that we
are not to bring political or religious discussion into the Lodge. Understandably,
this is to keep peace and harmony from
being disturbed. Our Fraternity has survived divisive political, military and religious conflicts throughout history. We
are taught to conform to moral laws of
society and abide by the laws under the
government of which we live.
I am troubled that our Fraternity remains silent and offers no official position to the current immoral behaviors of
society. We tolerate culture defining morality when in fact objective moral values do exist and apply to all people in
all times and places.
The thought of “Who am I to judge?”
as a Mason tells me that I have no right
to make moral judgements about society.
Diversity training is built on the premise
that I must be accepting of other cultures
and societies regardless of conflicting
moral values. But as a Mason and one
that has inculcated the tenants, principles
and moral teaching into my life, I find
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that being told I have no right to express
a judgement about individuals or society
is beyond rational thinking. After all I
am a rational person with knowledge of
certain fundamental principles of logic
and moral reasoning. Yet Masonry remains silent.
More importantly we tolerate having
a young man disappear after joining our
Fraternity. We tolerate absences of our
long standing members and make no effort to contact them. We tolerate an attitude that these members know when we
meet and that it is their job to show up.
We tolerate a severe lack of communication with the assumption that everyone
should have known. We tolerate the end
of Masonic educational journey when telling a new Mason you have received or
about to receive all the light available...
We tolerate lack of proper etttiquette and
decorum by setting poor examples. We
tolerate the stoic meetings and not recognize a perfect time for levity.
We can easily reply when asked:
“What do Masons stand for?” Collectively, when do we take a position
against?
The Ed

The true lover of knowledge naturally
strives for truth, and is not content with common opinion, but soars with undimmed and
unwearied passion till he grasps the essential
nature of things.
Plato

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge
Warden’s Retreat
Woodworth

August 16

Supreme Council
Rite Care® Conference
Washington, DC
August 28-30
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Monroe
October 25
Reunions
Baton Rouge
October 4-5
Lake Charles
September 13-14
Monroe
October 4
New Orleans
September 27
Shreveport
September 27-28
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarships
The Foundation is proud to announce
the following speech and language scholarships for Summer 2008. These$1250.00
awards are given to graduate students
working toward a Masters Degree in
speech pathology.
Lafayette
Mitzie N. Miller
Jamie C. Covington

Contributions continued:

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
In Memory of Jesse Wilson
Marjorie & Robert Joyner
In Memory of Bro Wiley Corley Jr.
Herbert Browning
In Memory of W H “Bud” McMullen
Harvey H Young

Donations
Monroe
Samantha Mathis
Alison Tugwell
Jamie Hartwell
Hammond
Teri Clements
Catherine Reed

Caddo Lodge #179
James T Wiggins

Where there is charity and wisdom, there
is neither fear nor ignorance.
St. Francis of Assisi

Shreveport Foundation
In Memory of John Greer
B Keith Tindell

Baton Rouge
Olivia Bordelon
Sarah Howard

Charity never humiliated him who
profited from it, nor ever bound him by
the chains of gratitude, since it was not to
him but to God that the gift was made.
Antoine de Saint-Exupery

Shreveport
Kimberly Judlin
Brittany Davidson
Every good act is charity. A man’s true
wealth hereafter is the good that he does
in this world to his fellows.

John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
President

Foundation News

Contributions
The Foundation continues to be so
very blessed by the continued financial
support from within the Fraternity as well
as from those from public.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized in some small way.
D Walter Jessen Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Edwin H Goodloe, Jr.
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC
In Memory of Charles W Miller
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC
continued next column

The Scottish Rite Center for Childhood Language Disorders, a division of
the Children's national Medical Center
in Washington, D.C., is proud to host the
2008 Rite Care Conference. The theme
for the conference is Unlock the Mind in
Speech, Language, Hearing and Literacy: Evidence Based Practice. All of
the 177 centers, clinics, and programs
share in one mission: To help children
Communicate to their fullest potential.
The following individuals will be attending the Conference from Louisiana:
Center Directors
Sandra L. Hayes, SLPD CCC/SLP
Holly L. Damico, M.S. CCC/SLP
Aimee Q. Adams, M.S. CCC/SLP
Donna Thomas, M.M., CCC/SLP
Board Members
William J. Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G..
John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C., President
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Knightly News continued:

of KSA, or any other Knight of St. Andrew for more information at the Valley's
next meeting. The Knights of St. Andrew
is an invitational only order for meritorious 32nd degree masons. All are welcome to enter our Clan by demonstrating
routine attendance, commitment, and
work toward the Valley's numerous
projects.
S&F, Bro. Guy Wilson 32º, KSA.

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2008 Membership Fees are now
PAST Due
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications

7:30 PM

Wednesday, August 6th
All Bodies to open
Masonic Lecture-Battle of New Orleans
Gourmet Meal

Wednesday, September 3rd
Feast of Tishri
Esoteric Lecture

Saturday, September 27th
Fall Reunion
Wednesday, October 1st
Explemplification of 7th Degree

Knightly News
I want to thank all of the Knights of
St. Andrew who worked during the
Valley's Family Day and Independence
Day Celebration. We held another successful event and are proud to have served
the Valley by providing an event promoting wholesome family participation at the
Scottish Rite. If you would like more information about the KStA and how to
become an active worker in the Valley by
squiring with the Order, please ask Bro.
Guy Wilson 32º, KSA, Venerable Master

Branson Extravaganza
Thursday, Nov 6 thru Nov 11
Members, Families and Friends are invited
to join us on our fun trip. Detailed information regarding shows, meals, transportation, fun events. Cost to follow at a later
date. Ya’ll come.
For information call: N O Scottish Rite
Valley (504) 522 3789

Recent News
On May 7th, Ill. Bro. Jim Walley, 33°
announced that he was relocating to
Texas to move closer to his family. Ill.
Bro. Walley began his devotion to the
Scottish Rite in 1959 where he served as
our Valley's Venerable Master and later
as a Personal Representative to the Sovereign Grand Commander of the AASR,
SJ. In honor of his service to Louisiana
Freemasonry and the Valley, he gave a
moving lecture on Patriotism and what it
means to Freemasons and America. During his presentation, he thanked everyone for their past support, friendship and
brotherly love. Ill. Bro. Walley's lecture
on Patriotism was timely and well received since he retired from the United
States Marine Corps as a Lt. Colonel having defended our liberty as an officer and
a gentleman in that capacity. His career
in the military included distinguished
service in World War II. After his retirement from the military and a distinguished career as a soldier, he began a
second career defending our liberty with
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words and the pen as lawyer after receiving a law degree from Tulane University.
In that capacity, he practiced law as an
officer of the court in a private practice.
Although very busy with the practice of
law, he still found time to serve Louisiana Freemasonry as its Grand Master in
1984. We wish him well with his new
home in Texas. He will be missed.
On June 4th we honored Past Venerable Masters and other Past Officers with
a night dedicated to their service. Our
current Venerable Master, Ion Lazar, 32°
KCCH, gave an allocution thanking all
of our past officers for their dedication
to the Scottish Rite. He called upon Ill.
Bro. Walley to give a few parting remarks
continuing his discussion about Patriotism and the Principles of Liberty that
Bro. Walley had begun during the previous meeting.
On July 6th, the Valley held its annual Family Day and Independence Day
Celebration. The Knights of St. Andrew
hosted the event. All dined upon hot dogs,
chili, popcorn, ice cream and apple pie.
During the meal, the Valley and our
guests listened to a concert of patriotic
music performed by the Jerusalem Shrine
Band and its Orchestra. Afterward, a professional magician entertained our guests
with feats of illusion and good humor.
The many children present played on the
inflatable jumper erected in the auditorium. They could be seen bouncing
around like little atoms in energetic jubilance.

In Memoriam
Etzold Joy Jones, 32°
Houston Ray Lee, 32°
Charles Frederick Williams, 32° KCCH
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Knights of St. Andrew

Knightly News

2008 Officers

The Knights have taken on a long
overdue project. Under the leadership
of Knight Commander Sir Allen Kelly,
they will be hanging Past Class Pictures
in the hallway on the 2nd floor going way
back to 1985. There's a lot of work to be
done, but they are eagerly looking forward to continuing the tradition that
started back in 1913. If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Knights of St. Andrew, just let us know
and we'll be glad to talk to you about
what we do and the joining requirements.
Contact the Knight Secretary/Steward at
773-5209 or johnfasr@earthlink.net

Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

E Allen Kelly, 32° KStA
Carey C Allison, 32º KStA
Joseph E Moore, 32º KStA
John F Ayer, 32° KStA

From the Secretary’s Desk
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

The Tyler has been checking dues
cards diligently at the Tyler's Table. Check
your card and make sure that it is current
with a 2008 date on it! If it's not, come
see me at the office! Give Lynette Macolly
a call (318) 221-9713 and update your email, home address, or phone number to
keep our records current if you have made
any changes. You can e-mail me at
sratkinson@bellsouth.net if you would
like!
Fiat Lux!
John Atkisnon, 33º G.C.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, August 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 9th
Open Meeting
Program Speaker

Sept 27-28

July Meeting

6:30 PM

Spring Reunion

Patriotism

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

2008 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Robert L LaBorde, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Junior Warden:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33º
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stanford L Jensen., 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Charles F Jackson, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles E Shearer, 33º
Preceptor:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

Ill Ballard L Smith, PGM 33º Personal Representative, Honorable Lorenze “Lo” Walker, Mayor,
Mrs Walker and Ill. John L Atkinson, 33º GC Secretary

On July 8th, with 90 in attendance,
wives, guests, and members were given
an outstanding presentation by Lo Walker,
Mayor of Bossier City, on the subject of
Cyber Force Command. As many of you
know, Barksdale AFB recently was designated as the provisional headquarters of
the Cyber Command. Mayor Walker and
his office have been instrumental in it's
being integrated so well into the local
community. The Mayor recognized Ill S.
Bruce Easterly’s involvement during the
entire process.
5

Get out your copy of the Bridge to
Light 2nd Edition by Rex R. Hutchens,
33rd. Turn to page 61, here you will see
the topic of Patriotism. Expressed so eloquently by our esteemed Past Sovereign
Grand Commander Albert Pike in 1859
and references to the pages 155, 156, 158
in his Illustrated Rituals of Degrees;
Morals and Dogma. Pike so eloquently
points out that "Masonry is Action, and
not Inertness", p152. Get involved in the
activities of the Valley by putting Masonry into Action! Stop being a couch
potato!

I N M EMORIAM
Jacob Vernon Barteet, 32°
James Whitten Burnley Jr., 32º
Warren Alonzo Stouffer, 32°
Gorman Eldon Taylor, 32°
Joe Webb, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2008 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jimmy H Leger, 32 ° KCCH
C Clifford Heath, 32º KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth V Michel, 32° KCCH
John C Butterick, 32º
Allen R Fruge, 33°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2008 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Wednesday, July 16th
Harold Young Dyslexia Program

Wednesday, August 20th
Bus Trip - Rayne Lodge #313 hosting

September 13-14
Fall Reunion
Wednesday, September 17th
Honor Past Venerable Masters-50 year

Wednesday, October 15th
Feast of Tishri

Saturday, October 18th
Family Day Festival

Wednesday, November 19th
Childhood Learning Center

Wednesday, December 17th
Back
Door
Election
ofLunch-Last
Officers Friday every month

Commander:
Archie E Hickman, Jr., 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
William B Powell, 32º KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: C Clifford Heath, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
Donald R Veret, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Murry C “Bo” House, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°

Venerable Master’s Message
Half a year is gone and Masonry is
doing well. We started a program recognizing those who have worked tirelessly
in the quarries for some time. In May we
chose Grover Hanes and in June we honored Clyde Morgan. Congratulations to
these hardworking members.
Our Spring Reunion was a great success. Twelve new members turned out to
be a group of young men. The majority of
these new Masters of the Royal Secret are
also participating in the Master Craftsman Program. We are very proud of them.
Bro. J Briggs Becton is Chairman for
our progams and is doing a wonderful job.
Thank you Briggs.
On June 18th, we had our Sheriff was
the featured speaker and presented a great
message. Bro Harry C Norhrop III and
Bro James RB Golding are preparing for
the patriotism program in 2009.
Our Fall Reunion is scheduled for September 13-14. We have a few petitions
already in hand. Please approach a nonmember and introduce them to Scottish
Rite Masonry.
Bro M C “Bo” House and his crew are
preparing for our Family Day on October
25th at Habibi Center. A large turnout is
expected. Please come out and have a
Fraternally,
good time.
Jimmie Leger, 32 ° KCCH
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A Return to the Quarries
Masonry is said to be a Progressive
Moral Science. What happens after a
candidate receives all three of the Blue
Lodge Degrees and continues to receive
the degrees of the Scottish Rite or York
Rite? Has he received all the Light available through Masonry? Is Fellowship and
Brotherly Love all that is left for him to
receive? Many of our brothers have wondered this; you may have eventh thought
this from time to time. In the Orient of
Louisiana-Valley of Lake Charles we
have begun a new program. Through the
Master Craftsman Program, provided by
the Supreme Council, we are returning
to our roots. In the Blue Lodge, each candidate is provided a lecturer to assist the
aspirant in learning the lessons and work
of the three Degrees. Why not do the
same in the higher degrees? The Master
Craftsman Program has offered an avenue to seek out the symbolism, meanings and history of all of Masonry, not
just the Scottish Rite.
We have selected well informed brethren to assist the members who completed
our last reunion in furthering their Masonic education. Each mentor was asked
to sign up for the Master Craftsman Program. The brethren from the Spring
Class were asked to voluntarily participate in this program. I am excited to say
that ten of the twelve members have enrolled. Since April, our members have
been working together through fellowship to achieve the goal of continuing
education. These new members have
formed bonds with each other and have
offered to work as future mentors. The
participation sparks improved knowledge
and attendance.
Fraternally,
John “Briggs” Becton, 32°

I N M EMORIAM
Rex Urie Abshire, 32°
Jay Victor Cannon, 32°
James Parker Davis, 32°
Steve Louis Doherty, 32°
Archie Gene Heggie, 32°
Charles Arthur Holston, 32°
Ernest Edward Reiser, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Personal Representative Notes

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GJW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2008 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, August 11th
M:W: Ill. Lloyd E Hennigan, 33° GM

Monday, September 8th
Past Venerable Masters Night

October 4-5
Monday, October 13th

Fall Reunion

Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 10th
Past Grand Masters Night

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment 6:30
Meeting 7:00

2008 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Jimmie A Galloway, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Ricks M Bowles, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
A Nicholas Auck , 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Marshall L Woodard, 32°
Charles R Peabody, 32º KCCH
Robert T Canzonire, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David M Wallace, 32° KCCH
G Eugene Cagle , 32°
William E Womack, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Wayne M Mitchell, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Preceptor:
Brian L Watson, 32º KCCH
Treasurer to All Bodies
Ben F Melanson, 33°

During the past couple years my wife
and I have gone through some difficult
physical times. Recently, on our 46th
wedding anniversary, she was in one hospital and I was in another. It is during
times like these that you realize how important your family of daughters and sons
and granddaughters and grandsons are to
you and how they come to your relief. It
is also during times like these when your
Masonic family stretches forth that hand
of charity to help relieve the pain and
suffering. In the past month we have received an average of 3 calls a day from
our brothers and sisters in Freemasonry
just to check on our condition or to see if
they can take us to the doctor, come set
with us, go to the store or just let us know
they are praying for us. My Blue Lodge
brethren have kept me up to date and
handled my secretarial role in my absence. Brother Robert Young has even
come to my house to make sure I am up
to date on what is going on in our Blue
lodge. My chest swells with pride as I
think of all who have called and volunteered aid and tears roll down my face,
as I am so humbled. I realize that they
did not have to help me, but because of
the size of a Mason's heart, they were
compelled to do so. I am so grateful to be
a member of this great fraternity of Freemasons. My wife Lou and I extend to all
our most sincere appreciation for your
concerns.
Through the effort of some hard working Scottish Rite Masons, the Baton
Rouge Valley is still making progress.
Our Valley Secretary Bev Guillott 33°
and Venerable Master Jimmy Galloway
32° KCCH have provided the leadership
over these past several months. William
Jules Mollere 33°SGIG of Louisiana
stepped in and made some inspiring presentations, as did the valley education
chairman Ricks Martin Bowles 32°
KCCH. Brother A. J. Meeks 32° , member of the Editorial Staff for Baton Rouge
7

portion of the Trestleboard and chairman
of the Baton Rouge Valley publicity program, is working with the valley Leadership to write a history of the Baton Rouge
Scottish Rite. I can only offer my sincere
thanks to the many men and women who
stepped up when they were needed.
Brethren, we will be having a two-day
fall reunion on October 4th & 5th and a
great reunion it will be. This will be the
Lloyd G. Pence Memorial Reunion and
our brethren are working to make this
reunion a success. Lloyd Pence was the
mentor of many of the masons who have
been, and continue to be, the leaders of
this valley. Join our Director of Works
Nick Auck 32° KCCH and his dedicated
degree directors and cast members at the
reunion. We need petitions, so please contact Brother Joe Richard 32° KCCH and
his membership committee.
In the coming months our Venerable
Master Brother Jimmy Galloway 32°
KCCH has prominent speakers who will
be visiting our valley. Ill. Douglas Adkins
33° Dep. of TX at our July meeting, and
Ill. Lloyd Hennigan 33° GM of LA at
our August meeting. Put these meetings
on you list of meetings to attend, as we
want our visiting brethren to know that
Masonry is alive in Louisiana.
Attend a Scottish Rite and Blue Lodge
meeting and let members know you are
still involved, as we need your help. Take
care and God Bless.
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

In Memoriam
Leo William Gagnon, 32°
Payne Fletcher, 32°
John F Roshto. 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
August at Monroe Valley

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2008 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Thursday, August 7th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Woody Bilyeu, 33° presents Master
Craftsman Progam

Thursday, September 4th
Dinner with Ladies
Program
Feast of Tishri

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, October 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Griggs Sisters - Gospel Music

Saturday October 4th-Fall Reunion

2008 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Challie B Griggs, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Joseph H Baker, PGM, 33º
Junior Warden:
Gregory L Wrenn , 32º, KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

William P Griggs, 32° KCCH
Michael A Watts, 32º
Randall S Hollis, 32º KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
Ralph H Owens, 33°
1st Lt. Commander: Earl D Killingsworth, 32º KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Elzy L Roberson, 32º KCCH

Monroe Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies
Secretary to All Bodies

C Alton Drummond, 33°
H Levern Defee, 32º
E S “Sparky” Foster, 32º
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Robert C Joyner, 33°

This August Scottish Rite meeting
will be one you don't want to miss! Our
Personal Representative, Ill: Woody D.
Bilyeu, 33°, will present a Power Point
Presentation on "The Master Craftsman".
It will be a program that every Scottish
Rite Mason should hear! We have all
heard, since being raised, "search for
More Light in Masonry". Well, this is one
of those "once-in-a-lifetime" opportunities to do just that, "seek more Light in
Masonry".
All of you are familiar with our
Speaker and his accomplishments and I
am sure you have heard him speak at our
regular meetings on topics including
Membership, getting Petitions for the
upcoming Reunions, etc. This program
involves you as a learner or student while
you become more familiar with the "Scottish Rite Ritual and Monitor". This book
was compiled by ILL: Arturo de Hoyas,
33°G.C. and is used in conjunction with,
"A Bridge to Light" by Ill: Rex R.
Hutchens, 33°, G.C. wrote this book and
it was Edited and Introduced by Ill:
Arturo de Hoyas who is Grand Archivist
and Grand Historian of the Supreme
Council.

Fall Reunion
While our next Reunion at the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies is to be on October 4, 2008, it is not too early to be
talking to your Blue Lodge Brethren and
lining up petitions for the Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry.
When asked "why"? I usually explain
that while "giving more light in Masonry" was instilled in my subconscious
during the first three degrees in the Blue
Lodge and, we continue to be made aware
of this goal throughout masonry that this
route is a way to accomplish that goal. If
we consider the "light" gained in Blue
Lodge is compared with the knowledge
gained in College then that to be gained
in The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
could be likened to that attained at a University. The explanations of the Degrees
8

and the Presentation of each are like
watching a well-rehearsed play where the
Cast members believe in what they are
saying
Ask your Blue Lodge Brethren to join
you in the Fellowship we as Scottish Rite
Masons enjoy. If you are able to get three
Brethren to petition the Scottish Rite your
dues will be paid for you for a year. That
should be an additional perk to having a
good Brother join you at Scottish Rite
Meetings.

Feast of Tishri
One of our Obligatory meetings or
"Feasts" is called the Feast of Tishri. This
year we will observe this important festive occasion on September 4th. This occasion is sometimes called, Feast of Tabernacles and commemorates the celebration of the completion and dedication ceremonies of the Temple of King Solomon.
The erection of King Solomon's Temple
required a little over seven years and,
when finished was dedicated six months
afterwards during the seventh month of
the Jewish Calendar, Tishri. It was dedicated in very solemn ceremonies to the
service of the one Living and True God.
It is said that King Solomon postponed
the dedication until The Feast of the
Tabernacles so that this event could be
celebrated with greater solemnity. If we
read the book of Leviticus 23, verse 14,
we find The fifteenth day of this seventh
month shall be the "Feast of Tabernacles”
for seven days unto the Lord. In ancient
times the festival was observed by the Israelites in the fall of the year during
which they thanked and praised God for
their bountiful harvest.
This is an open meeting where the
Venerable Master selects a speaker for this
special meeting or Feast Day.
Fraternally,
Beryl C Franklin, PhD 33°

I N M EMORIAM
Robert Elton Caskey, 32°
Willie Gene Craig, 32°
Liston A. Gardebled, 32°
Olin Baker Saulsbury, 32°
William Columbus Smith, 32°
Lawrence England Wells, 32°
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phers. Some men are writers. Some men are scholars. Some
men are charismatic. The list could go on an on as diversity in
talent is widely distributed and individual men clearly differ.
So, the proposition that "all men are created equal" and the
concept that we meet "on-the-level" does not mean that we are
all equal. Yet, what does it mean?
The answer lies in how men should be treated and our obligations to our brothers to use our individual gifts. All men are
equal in the eyes of our Creator. All men have the right to
advance according to their talent. All men should be treated
equally under the eyes of the law. In a free society, all men
have the opportunity to advance. Freemasonry and the Age of
Enlightenment philosophy that bolster the foundation of our
great Country reject the concept that some men are better than
others because social rank, offices held, the privileges of birth,
or economic means. We reject the principle of the Divine Right
of Kings. We do not recognize inherited nobility. We do not
recognize social rank or titles. We have cast aside the concept
of birthrights and replaced them with the right to advance on
one's own individual merit. We recognize the individual merit
of each man. We reject nepotism, favoritism, and cronyism.
We recognize the greatest equalizer: the Light of Reason. We
recognize the marketplace of ideas. We recognize the right of
each man to test his ideas and talents in the community using
the Light of Reason. We recognize competition and the free
market-we recognize the right of each man to test his mettle
on the basis of merit. We support and defend concepts of fairness in access to this right. We defend the right of each man to
choose to compete using the bundle of talents given to us by
the GAOTU. We advance principles creating a duty and obligation imposed upon each man to use his talents in service of
our fellow men and brothers.
These concepts have deep philosophical implications for
Freemasons. They tell us that there is no absolute entitlement
to Masonic office or any benefits flowing therefrom. These
concepts tell us that we should elect and choose the best among
us to lead and serve. These concepts tell us that we should cast
aside the concept of a fixed lineup and succession for Masonic
office. We should reject the concept of entitlement. We should
cast aside the custom of removing our best leaders from office
after they serve only one year. In the past, our history tells us
that our Masonic leaders held office for many years. Freemasons chose the best and brightest from their ranks to lead. And,
if these leaders performed well, they remained in office.
On the other hand, current Masonic traditions in common
practice inform us unofficially that every member of a lodge is
entitled to hold Masonic office. In doing so, though, we have
ignored the marketplace of the individual. We rush our newest
members into a lineup of officers in an effort to fill vacant
slots without considering whether men have displayed the talent to lead well or whether they have, in fact, led. Once in a
formal officer lineup, each brother holds an unwritten expectation of advancement clinging to it as a matter of right or
privilege under the mantle and hallmark of the on-the-level
moniker. However, this practice belies the true Masonic principle that each man should be tested and his merits judged
individually. It belies the concept that we should be judged on
whether we have fullfilled the duties of office and whether we

Meeting On The Level
By

Marc H Conrad, 32° KCCH
Freemasons all over the globe end every meeting with a
declaration that all Freemason meet "on-the-level." However,
many Masons misunderstand the implications of this principle
and confuse it with the ideology of egalitarianism and entitlement. Modern society now states that we are all equal regardless of talent but this is a false precept. Little league sporting
events award everyone a trophy ignoring wins and losses. Universities now admit their students using polically charged standards other than academic scholarship. Ivy League Universities have abandoned traditional systems of grading and testing-all students seem to pass and receive a degree once admitted. Our public schools even pass segments of their student
onto the next grade level or to a final diploma and graduation
regardless of whether anyone has mastered their lessons. Modern society has even adopted legal policies of favoritism in
employment and promotion using standards that have nothing
to do with merit or individual performance.
Freemasonry has traditionally rejected these concept of
egalitarianism. We recognize the sanctity of the individual
and an individual's duty to use the talents bestowed upon him
to the betterment of our brothers. Our history is replete with
examples where Freemasons have advanced principles of individualism and liberty. We are all brothers with the recognition
that our mutual duty of brotherhood demands that we respect
the rights of each other regardless of any office held. We reject
concepts of entitlement and privilege. We recognize the concept of service and obligation.
Many historical commentators assert that the Declaration
of Independence and the principles of our Constitution were
heavily influenced by our Masonic ideologies including our
tradition of meeting on the level. There is no doubt in my
mind that this is true. For me, this argument is supported by
one of the most compelling statements from our "Declaration
of Independence": "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." "All men are created
equal"-as Freemasons we advance this principle at every meeting by concluding our proceedings with the statement that we
meet "on-the-level". Yet, what do these statements really mean?
Figuring out the answer to this question is harder than it may
seem. However, to answer this question, it is easier to discuss
what the statements "all men are created equal" and "on-thelevel" do not mean.
Common sense would tell us in the affairs of everyday life
that "all men are created equal" isn't really correct. Our Creator did not make all men equal because men have varying
talents. We each have been given a bundle of talents from the
GAOTU. Some men are orators. Some men are leaders. Some
men are artists. Some men have the gift for entrepreneurship.
Some men are bestowed with the gift of diplomacy. Some men
are peace-makers. Some men are warriors. Some men are
artisans. Some men are deep thinkers. Some men are philosocontinued next column

continued page 11
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CENTER NEWS
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
The Admiral E. A. Barham Scottish Rite Spech and Hearing Center is up and running this Summer Session with our
three graduate clinicians administering therapy to twelve (12)
patients or clients. This is twice as many as we have had for
the Summer Sessions in the past. The ULM Speech and Hearing Clinic had eighteen (18) clients as well. We at the Admiral E. A. Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Center are continuing to serve the children with communication problems
in our area of the State. The three Graduate Clinicians are
pictured below with the General Secretary Ill: Robert C.
Joyner, 33°, who presented their Scottish Rite Scholarship
checks on the last day of the Summer Session. They are: Left
to right, Jamie Hartwell, Samantha Mathis, and Alison
Tugwell. We appreciate the fine work they do.
Beryl C Franklin, 33°
Center Administrator

L:R - Olivia Bordelon, Joe Stroud and Sarah Howard

Olivia Bordelon and Sarah Howard were presented with a
scholarship check for their work during our Spring Semester.
Each expressed their appreciation for the monetary award and
that it is a joy to work at the Center. Olivia is from Lafayette
and Sarah is from Laurel Mississippi.
Upon completion of the Spring Semester, 13 very energetic
preschoolers were in attendance. The Center is painted and
cleaned for our Summer Semester. The classes have already
been filled and our waiting list continues to grow.
Please accept this as an invitation to visit the Center, observe the operation and see how our Foundation dollars are
being well spent.
Joe A Stroud, 33 °
Center Administrator

continued from page 10
Meeting On The Level:

have progressed the principles of the Craft and truly left it
better than we found it. This is the true meaning of the concept of meeting "on-the-level." Meeting "on-the-level" only
implies that all of us have the basic right to advance on principles of individual merit without reliance on friendship, favoritism, nepotism, cronyism or rank. We each have the equal
right to serve our brothers and the Fraternity based upon the
individual talents bestowed upon us by the GAOTU. The sacred individual gifts given to us by our Creator require that we
undergo a true test of our abilities. The Light of Reason demands that we exercise our sacred Masonic duties accordingly
and judge our brothers as individuals.
Fiat Lux!
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH.
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and took obligations to be true to the seven DeMolay Precepts
and be a better man. Our own Sovereign Grand Commander,
Ronnie Seale, was inducted last year. It was quite a gathering
this summer when almost 1,000 young people and adults gathered who were all dedicated to making the world better by practicing principles first started in Kansas City, Missouri in 1919.
Late in the Spring, Louisiana had a good delegation attend
the biennial Scottish Rite Leadership Seminar in Dallas. Earlier, one of our Valleys sent a delegation to Birmingham - the
meetings were similar. The message was also clear to all who
attended - work on our Strategic Plan, involve and educate new
members, get our Degree Teams back working, keep our Childhood Learning Centers before the public and assist more children, manage our organization better-personally and financially.
We have a great message to share-we offer Brotherhood, but
we need to practice it ourselves. Many times, you have heard
me say, "you cannot be a Brother if you are not a Friend"! Get
to know your Brother; become his Friend. We cannot succeed
as a Fraternity if we have not become as strong as possible as
fraternal Brothers. We are approaching the time for Fall Reunions-a time to gather as Brothers. Are you planning to participate in a Degree, as a stage worker, a kitchen assistant, a
greeter, a helper? By just attending, you are gaining More Lightour goal as Freemasons! Please, plan to attend your Reunion
this Fall - and do something very special, bring a candidateshare our Brotherhood with a friend, with a Masonic Brother.
If you are taking the Master Craftsman course-congratulations! You are learning things about Scottish Rite that 99% of
our Members do not remember, or who may not have ever
known. For $35 + S&H (about $7), anybody can take the course,
get a great book and learn more about Scottish Rite. Our
Knights of St. Andrew Chapters in several Valleys are taking
the responsibility of conducting classes on each lesson, six total lessons and tests. By gathering together, reading the material together, discussing the questions together, all gain information and grow as Brothers together. It is a great tool to use
to learn-contact your Valley Secretary, or go directly to
www.scottishrite.org-under "Scottish Rite Mason"-and order
your course today-you will enjoy the learning experience.
This issue of the TRESTLEBOARD is our annual "envelope" issue. Enclosed in this issue is an envelope that you will
want to keep and use for memorials to deceased family and
friends, statements of honor to those special family and friends
and just as a donation to our Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation, a tax-exempt organization. Every dollar given is used to
underwrite our five Childhood Learning Centers and helps
many, many children every year, free of charge; and the donations also fund scholarships for young civil engineering students in our Louisiana universities-two very important activities-helping youngsters to communicate and supporting students who will literally build a better America. Please use your
envelope this year to fund our philanthropies; and, additional
envelopes are available from your Valley office.
When sitting to compose this message every time, I never
know what direction the message will take-so this month, it
went around and rambled. So thank you for making your way
through it-next time will have more focus, hopefully. Meanwhile, thank you for being a practicing, learning, Brotherly,
Bill Mollere, S.G.I.G.
giving Scottish Rite Mason.

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

RAMBLINGS
"Congratulations!" I keep getting that greeting a year after
being elected an Active Member of our Scottish Rite Supreme
Council and having my "title" change from Deputy to Sovereign Grand Inspector General. I'm still Bill. It is nice to have
folks come up and speak and offer good luck and congratulations-it is Brotherly. But there are people who want to call me
all sort of things-before last August, I was Deputy Bill; now I
am Illustrious, Inspector, General, Sovereign Grand…and I'm
still Bill. Granted, in our Fraternity, titles are important and
have their place-at the right place and at the right time. I can't
be "Bill" during an Honors conferral because I am representing our Supreme Council at that time. But when we are sitting
together during a Reunion getting ready to watch the Fourteenth Degree, I can take off that hot purple cap and be Bill
sitting and talking together with my Brother. There is a place
for proper protocol and ceremony and banging gavels and clanking swords, and we need to know when and where to have those
proper moments. Some do take the informality too far; and
some think any formality is not needed-but there are times when
we need the formality and the ceremony-it is our heritage, and
as Freemasons, we do know how to do it right. Nothing, short
of High Mass or a military parade, can outdo a proper Masonic
ceremony for form and ritual, rarely can anything outdo proper
Masonic ceremony. So when we gather, there are times when I
can be "Bill", but there are times when I must be the SGIG.
You know that, and you know when. And thank you for the
good words of support.
At the beginning of the summer, it was nice to travel to
Anaheim, California-the home of Disneyland-and participate
in the annual meeting of DeMolay International's Supreme
Council world-wide convention. It has been my privilege to be
a Member of that Council since 1975, and attend a total of
thirty-six annual meetings since being a young member of
DeMolay. Young men and their adult Advisors from Australia,
The Philippines, Japan, Canada, Aruba, Brazil, Germany, Italy,
as well as all states and territories of the United States attended
and participated in leadership seminars, workshops, committee meetings, general sessions and elected and installed new
leaders. A very good friend and Brother, Michael Watson, 33°
a Past Grand Master of Masons in Ohio, asked me to install
him as the new Grand Master of DeMolay International - a
great honor. A high point of the convention was the DeMolay
Hall of Fame Induction-Bro. Edgar Mitchell, 33°, the sixth
man to walk on the moon, and Bro. Edward Schafer, 33°, the
U S Secretary of Agriculture, both Senior DeMolay, joined a
list of outstanding leaders in the Hall of Fame who, in their
youth, knelt at the Altar of DeMolay, in a Masonic building,
11
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Did You Know?
Are there regulations affecting Candidates & Members?
Yes, Article XVII, Sec. 1; An applicant
for the Degrees in any Body of the Rite must
be and remain an affiliated Master Mason
in a regular Symbolic Lodge. As between
Orients of this Supreme Council, there shall
be no residence requirement for a petitioner
for the Degrees, provided that upon receipt
of the Petition, the Sovereign Grand Inspector General or Deputy of the orient of the
petitioner’s residence shall be notified
promptly thereof. (2) Sovereign Grand Inspectors General and Deputies of the Supreme Council may put into force and effect such regulations in their respective
Orients as they, in their judgment, deem
necessary to assure that the Degrees of the
Rite are not conferred upon candidates who
do not do their duty, or who have not had
opportunity to their duty, as Symbolic Lodge
members. Sec. 2: It shall not be permissible
for any Subordinate Body of this Supreme
Council or for any officer or member thereof
to publish or circulate in any printed or
written form a list of the names of petitioners for the Degrees for general distribution
among the members of such Body.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713

August - September 2008 Issue
08-04
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.
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