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importantly of the great work that is being done in each of our
RiteCare clinics. I have heard many Brothers say “if a man knew
about the work that was going on there, and could see the successes of the children, our funding problems would vanish”. Ms
Damico’s article on the front page of the last Trestleboard was a
great start to this! Engage your members, give them specific examples and stories to connect the men to the children they have
aided. Hold events to connect your members to the clinicians, the
parents, and the children.
In addition to engaging the membership we must begin to look
outside the Fraternity and outside the traditional fundraising activities for sources of funding. Orients that have embraced this model
are doing extremely well. The conference was fortunate to have
Missouri SGIG Ill Bob Cockerham on hand to discuss the efforts
they have gone to in Missouri in order to meet their fundraising
needs. Missouri has engaged their local business communities, local leaders, and the St Louis professional sports teams in order to
create an impressive fund raising machine. Yet, they are not content to rest on their laurels and are always looking for new ways to
raise both awareness of the RiteCare program and funds.
Take some time and consider ways to involve the community in supporting your RiteCare programs, this will serve to raise
funds and awareness of the Fraternity. This also ties a bit in with
Strategic Plan objective 2. Find someone in your Valley who can
interface with the media and publicize your RiteCare program and
your fundraisers.

A Fellow’s Experience
by Jeff Maynor
In March I had the privilege of attending the Scottish Rite
Southern Jurisdiction Leadership Conference in St Louis as a
Fellow. The conference afforded a great opportunity both to hear
from the leadership of the Southern Jurisdiction on the direction
of the Scottish Rite and to meet with Brothers from other Orients
and compare notes and experiences.
Prior to attending the conference, all those who were to attend
the conference as Fellows were asked two questions, and it is the
second of those questions which I wish to discuss today. The question is a simple one, yet one that can lead to a complex answer.
“What does your ideal valley look like?”
It is to this question, and to the Fellows meeting itself that we
will return later.
One of the main points of the conference is to allow members
of the Supreme Council and the Supreme Council staff to communicate with the membership regarding the state of the Scottish Rite
and the direction the leadership is moving in. This was achieved
primarily through sessions with different presenters discussing the
Southern Jurisdiction Strategic Plan. The plan is made up of five
interconnected objectives:
1. Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge
through education and training.
2. Establish a Public Relations Department.
3. Support and expand our philanthropic activities.
4. Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
5. Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and
long-term success of the Fraternity.

Objective 4: Provide a framework for effective leadership to
ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity
The Sovereign Grand Commander himself stood in front of the
conference and said that the Mentoring Committee should be the
most, or maybe second most important committee in your valley.
The key difference between a card-carrier and an active member is a level of investment in the success of the Valley and the
Fraternity.
How often do we initiate a new member, hand him a packet
of information, a copy of the Master Craftsman program, get him
to fill out and interest survey and send him on his way, never to
be seen again? Or at best perhaps seen at a few meetings before
vanishing?
As one young Brother from Oklahoma, who was initiated in
October of 2011, related he was handed an interest survey at the
end of the reunion, and knowing absolutely nothing filled it out.
Now six months later he has fortunately been active, but has discovered that the things he thought he was interested in don’t interest him at all, and the thing he marked as his least interested item
is what he has a real passion for!
As was mentioned by our own SGIG Ill Bill Mollere in the
last issue of the Scottish Rite journal, the largest spike in member

It is objectives 3 and 4 that I want to focus my discussion on, as
I feel these are the areas with the potential for large positive effects
in both the short and long term.
Objective 3: Support and expand our philanthropic activities
As we are taught in the lecture of the first degree, Charity is
the defining characteristic of a Mason. While this charity is not
limited to mere philanthropy, our philanthropic endeavors are our
most visible charity and the undertaking which unites all members’ energy.
The old model of funding our charitable efforts, relying on
dues assessments, unsolicited donations from the brethren, and
bequests from those who pass on to the Celestial Lodge above has
been rendered unsustainable by declining membership numbers,
low interest rates, and rising costs. In order to sustain our current
activities (to say nothing of expanding them!) we must embrace
new and different methods of fund raising. The membership must
be made aware not just of the needs of the Foundation, but more
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I know in my heart that man is good
that what is right will always eventually
triumph and there is a purpose and worth
to each and every life.
Ronald Reagan

Editor

Steve Pence
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
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policy of this publication grants free reign to the Editor,
within the lines of Masonic principles and teachings.
Articles and pictures submitted become the property
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Permission is granted to use contents of this Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit is given
to the source.

The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I or II
and have received or should shortly receive
their certificates and lapel pins.
New Orleans
Kenneth K Bell, Jr.
Samuel L Montgomery, Jr.
Shreveport
Marshall R Inman
Frederick D Denham, III
Samuel B Owens (Level II)
Lake Charles
Richard D Morgan

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
TBA
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
Gary T. Rushworth, Sr., 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
TBA
Valley of Monroe:
H. Glenn Jordan, Ph.D., 32° KCCH

The universal medicine for the Soul is
the Supreme Reason and Absolute Justice;
for the mind, mathematical and practical
Truth; for the body, the Quintessence, a
combination of light and gold.
Albert Pike

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme
Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in
the State of South Carolina, and House of the Temple,
Washington, D.C., of which

www.la-scottishrite.org

Alexandria

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°, GJW
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM

Woodworth
Dallas

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Frank N. duTreil, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Calendar of Events

Commitment is what transforms a
promise into reality. It is the words that
speak boldly of your intentions. And the actions which speak louder than the words.
It is making the time when there is none.
Coming through time after time after time,
year after year after year. Commitment is
the stuff character is made of; the power
to change the face of things. It is the daily
triumph of integrity over skepticism.
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Grand Lodge
Quarterly Meeting

October 20

Wardens Retreat

August 18
Supreme Council
RiteCare® Conference
September 13-15

Orient of Louisiana
Conference of The Orient
Lake Charles
November 13
Reunions
Lake Charles
September 15-16
Shreveport
October 27-28
Baton Rouge
October 27-28
Monroe
October 3-4
York Rite
Festival
Houma
August 25
Honoring M: W: Frank N duTreil, GM
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Southeastern Louisiana University
Hammond
Katie Landry
Hailey Bass
Louisiana State University
Shreveport
Joanna Gray
Rachel Guillory

In the summer of 2005, Ashley worked in
Huesca, Spain teaching English to Spanishspeaking youth. This experience helped
her to realize that a career in the field of
speech-language pathology would be very
fulfilling to her. She is pleased to be in her
second year of Graduate School at Louisiana State University. In her practice as
a speech therapist she is most interested
in working with children with articulation
disorders, language delays and dyslexia.
She is committed to assisting those with
speech and language disorders. Ashley
is grateful to be part of the Baton Rouge
Scottish Rite Learning Center’s team for
the summer of 2012.

cial needs from pre-kindergarten to twelfth
grade. She is currently entering her second
year of graduate school at Louisiana State
University for speech pathology. She was
driven to this field because of her passion
for working with children especially those
with special needs. Her main interests are
assisting and enhancing the communication skills of children with needs, particularly on the autism spectrum.

D Walter Jessen Engineering
Scholarships
Louisiana Tech - Ruston
Stephen Warner
Salvatore Pellittieri

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Speech & Language Center

L:R - Stephen Warner accepts his scholarship awrd
from Dr. Hisham Hegab, PhD PE-Academic Director

Katie Fontenot

Ashley Williams

Ms. Williams graduated from Bolton
High School in Arlington TN. She graduated from the University of Memphis in
2008 where she received a Bachelors Degree in Business Management. While at
the University of Memphis she had many
opportunities to work and study abroad.

Ms. Katie grew up in Baton Rouge,
Mother, Dad and one Brother. The family
lived in the Sherwood Forest area where she
attended St. Thomas More Catholic School
from pre-school through eighth grade. After graduating, she attended St. Michael the
Archangel High School and graduated in
2006. She was very involved in student life
throughout high school including Student
Counsel, Beta Club, Ambassadors, and
Student Ministry. In 2001, she graduated
from Louisiana State University in Communication Disorders where she earned
a Bachelors degree. After graduation she
worked one year at the Dunham School
in the McKay Academic Center. At Dunham, she worked with children with spe3

L:R - Salvatore Pellittieri accepts his scholarship awrd
from Dr. Hisham Hegab.
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St. John the Baptist Day

In placing ourselves between the boundaries of the Saints John
we demonstrate the need for balance in our faith, lives, and interactions with others. Faith without zeal becomes cold and overly
intellectual, and yet faith without reason and thought becomes
inflexibly zealous and binding, thus through the examples of the
Saints John we find the necessity to balance intellectual pursuits
with righteous passion, and to temper our zeal with reason.
In the opening of the 17th degree of the Scottish Rite we see
the martyring of St John the Baptist. St John is called before King
Herod to discuss the Essenes with the King, but instead St John
confronts the King about his immoral marriage to his not yet
dead brother’s wife in such a way that the angry King has St John
thrown in prison, and eventually St John loses his head.
One of the lessons that I believe this portion of the degree
teaches is the importance of “speaking truth to power”. Often
those in power surround themselves with people who agree with
them, think like them, and over time they become disconnected
from those people whom they have power over.
The importance of people who are willing to speak truth to
power cannot be overstated in keeping the government connected
to those they govern. The more important lesson learned from this
section of the degree is that inflexible, zealous morality is not the
most effective way to approach anyone. The necessity of keeping
within the boundaries of the Saints John balancing the best part of
both in order to affect change becomes clear.
Never have the powerful of the Free World’s governments been
more disconnected from those they govern than today, and thus
never have those who can fearlessly convey the will of the governed to the powerful, with the right balance of zeal and reason,
been more important. Inflexible ideology governs the discourse
today. Masonry has throughout history been a voice of reason and
measured discourse, and its principles are sorely needed today.
In Europe one of the oldest festivals associated with St John
the Baptist’s Day is called “Setting of the Watch”. At sunset the
people light bonfires and jump through the fires for luck in the
coming year. It also serves to tie old traditions to the modern day.
The tradition dates back to pre-Christian celebrations of the summer solstice, celebrating the victory of the sun and warmth over
darkness and cold.
There is always a danger over time that traditions become simply habit and the meaning of the tradition is lost. Eventually even
the habit fades away through apathy.
We know that St John the Baptist’s day was an exceptionally
important day to early Freemasons, often the year’s calendars revolved around the two St John’s days with installations of lodge
officers occurring on the Evangelist’s day and the Grand Lodge
holding communications on the Baptist’s day. Our Founding Fathers made it a special point to attend their lodges on St John the
Baptist’s Day even when they were busy setting our nation on its
path.
Take the opportunity this St John the Baptist’s Day to discover
the reason behind old traditions of Masonry and renew them in
the modern world. Read old rituals, study the old texts or history
of your lodge, or Grand Lodge, or of Masonry itself. Find within
yourself some of the zeal of the Baptist, and apply it to Masonry,
renew your love of the Craft by looking back at the years of unbroken history, tradition, learning, and betterment of mankind and
look forward into the future of a fantastic Masonic year.

by

Jeffery D. Maynor
Valley of Baton Rouge
“A voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight!” (Mark 1:3)
With remarkable consistency the four Gospels of the New Testament use similar words to describe the prophet John the Baptist.
Who was John the Baptist to be one of the rare instances where the
Gospels all use the same terms?
John was born to an old priest and a barren woman in answer
to his father’s fervent prayers. His name was dictated by God, and
he grew into wisdom at an early age. John lived the simple life of
a hermit, dwelling in the wilderness and preaching a message of
righteousness, faith and adherence to a strict moral code. He is often depicted clothed in an animal hair shirt and leather girdle and
is said to have subsisted on locusts and honey.
Yet, through the strength of his character, and the power of
his devout, upright life he attracted a large number of followers,
baptizing them in the river Jordan as he preached his message of
faith, morality, the unacceptability of any deviation from his strict
set of beliefs, and the coming of the Messiah.
Some Christian sects believe that John was the prophesied second coming of the prophet Elijah, others consider him to be both
the final prophet of the Old Testament and the first prophet of the
New Testament, thus providing a bridge between the old law and
the new covenant.
John’s rigid belief in a strict adherence to his moral code, and
his belief that everyone else needed to follow the same code, eventually lead to his martyrdom. His refusal to change himself, his
belief, or his message brought him into conflict with King Herod
over Herod’s immoral marriage to his brother’s wife, who had him
imprisoned. Through the conspiracy of the King’s wife and step
daughter John was beheaded.
So how is it that this simple, itinerant preacher became one half
of the most commonly heard phrases in Masonry; “and dedicated
to the Holy Saints John”? The real answer is that we don’t know.
This is truly a “from time immemorial” tradition of Masonry, with
as many theories to explain the choice of the Saints John as there
are theories to explain the origin of Freemasonry itself. Suffice it
to say for this discussion that when four lodges in London banded
together in 1717 to form the first public Grand Lodge in the world,
they chose to do so on the feast day of St John the Baptist.
The symbols associated with the Saints John are as varied as
the stories of the origin of the dedication, but today the focus will
be on one particular symbol. Every lodge has within it a certain
point within a circle, bounded by two parallel lines and topped
with the volume of sacred law. One of the most common interpretations of this symbol is that the point represents the individual
Mason, the circle the boundaries of his passions described by the
compasses, and the parallel lines represent the Saints John.
On one side stands John the Baptist, a pillar of zeal, righteousness, and unwavering morality. On the other stands John the Evangelist, a pillar of intellectual thought, deep study, and reasoned
argument. Both are men of deep faith and fidelity, and yet their
styles could not be more different. They represent the bookends of
styles of faith just as surely as they serve as the bookends of the
New Testament.
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Valley of New Orleans News

The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2012 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master: Elmo J “Jay” Pitre, III, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Edward A Reine, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden:
Leon T Roberts, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Armond L Love 32°
Carl W Mixon, 32°
Bernard L Gould, 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2012 Membership Fees are
Past Due
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
Advisory Council

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, August 1st
Bring a Friend Night - 25/50 Year Members

Wednesday, September 5th
Feast of Tishri - Reobligation Night

Wednesday, October 3rd
On The Road - Germania Lodge hosting

Tuesday, October 30th
Advisory Conference

Wednesday, November 7th
Thanksgiving Program-Veterans Tribute

Wednesday, December 5th
Annual Christmas Program-Election of
Officers

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Quinton J Buras, 32°
Darrenn J Hart, 32°
Eddie A LeBoeuf, III, 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Klaus J “Joe” Kueck, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Garland M Gisclair, 32°
Preceptor:
Donald E Freeze, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°

Of Current Interest

Our Valley has been enjoying a truly
eventful and productive summer. On May
2nd we took the Valley on the road, and
our meeting and Program were hosted by
Slidell Lodge # 311 on the North Shore.
We were treated to a well-planned evening
featuring a delicious feast, warm hospitality and fellowship, and a very informative
presentation about Mother’s Day delivered
by our General Secretary, Ill. Bro. Lloyd A.
Hebert 33º.
The month of June offered us the opportunity to come together as a Valley to
celebrate a historic landmark: 200 years
since the inception of the Grand Lodge of
the State of Louisiana. The Bicentennial
Celebration under the leadership of our
Grand Master, M.W. and Ill. Bro. Frank
N. DuTreil, Jr. 33º brought together large
groups of Masons and their families united
in their desire to honor our Masonic heritage and to be a part of this memorable
occasion. The headquarters for the Celebration was the beautiful Astor Crowne
Plaza Hotel at the foot of Bourbon St. in
downtown New Orleans where we enjoyed
true Southern hospitality and the opportunity to sample some of the best cuisine the
city has to offer. The events kicked off on
Friday morning (June 22nd) with an intro5

duction of the many distinguished visitors
including Masonic dignitaries from Louisiana and from Abroad, several well known
political leaders, as well as Officers representing the many Appendant branches
of our Masonic Family. After a delicious
lunch served on-site, we were treated to
a dynamic and uplifting presentation by
Ill. Bro. and Dr. James Tresner 33º G.C.,
Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, who is one of the most respected
authorities in the field of Masonic scholarship in our country. Later that evening, our
Valley had the honor of hosting the Grand
Master’s Reception, which was followed
by an unforgettable performance by Dr.
Tresner who portrayed the role of Ill. Bro.
and Gen. Albert Pike. Our S.G.I.G. in Louisiana Ill. and R.W. Bro. William J. Mollere
33º G.J.W. honored us with his presence
and offered remarks on the distinguished
history of our Valley.
The Bicentennial Celebration continued
on Saturday (June 23rd) with an insightful
presentation by Bro. and Dr. Glen Jordan,
a respected Masonic historian who is currently serving as Chairman of our Grand
Lodge’s History Committee and who has
written a book (“Let There Be Light”) on
Louisiana Masonic history. The Participants were then treated to a Luncheon with
live music held off-site at the Hall of Etoile
Polaire Lodge #1. Our Personal Representative, Ill. and M.W. Bro. Clayton J. Borne
III 33º P.G.M. was on hand to showcase
this historic Lodge to the visitors and to offer details about its successful and ongoing
restoration. The Bicentennial Celebration
continued that evening with a wonderful
cruise with dinner and live music on the
Mississippi River aboard the Creole Queen
ship. No one will soon forget the many lasting memories of this joyous and historic
Celebration.
continued page 10

In Memoriam
Olgden N Bosch
Jack Fisher
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2012 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Robert E Bazzell, 33°
David L Culligan, 32° KCCH
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

Calendar of events

S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Steven A Pence, 33°
T Patrick Dickson, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Larry W LaBorde, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
Carey C Allison, 32° KCCH
Jacob L Chambers, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
E Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Tuesday, August 14th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 11th
Open Meeting
Feast of Tishri

6:00 PM

Tuesday, October 9th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, November 13th
Open Meeting
6:00 PM
Thanksgiving Program - Special Choir
Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same month
as the 1st District Lodge at 5:30 pm.

Venerable Master’s Message

On the 11th of September, the Valley
will celebrate the Feast of Tishri. Derived
from the Israelite Festival of Sukkoth; also
known as the Feast of the Tabernacles, the
play represents the exodus from Egypt;
the end of the fall harvest; a celebration of
thanksgiving and the dedication of King
Solomon’s temple.
Please mark the date on your calendar.
The program will begin at 6pm in the dining hall, with an excellent meal following
shortly thereafter.

Knightly News

On June 22nd, the Knights of St. Andrew of the Shreveport Valley Scottish Rite
posted the Colors during the Opening Ceremonies of the Grand Lodge’s Bicentennial
Celebration in New Orleans. It was indeed
an honor and privilege to be able to participate in this historic occasion, representing
our Valley, and serving the Grand Lodge on
its 200th Birthday.
At the end of June, the KStA traveled
to Monroe to assist the Monroe Valley with
their reunion. The Knights conferred the
29th Degree for the Valley on the 33 candidates. The Knights were indeed heartened
by the presence of so many candidates in
the class. During an intermission, Knight
Commander Andrew Stevenson talked
with the Monroe Class about the history
and purpose of the KStA. Although the
class was encouraged to join the Monroe
Chapter; but admonishing them to do so
only if they were interested and committed
to serving their Valley.
The KStA held a Squiring Ceremony
on Friday, July 13th and welcomed Bobby
Thomas, Stephen McLellan, Ed Horton
and Michale West as its newest members.
6

The Chapter holds many membership
functions for its members and their families, believing that not only are they service oriented participant for the Valley, but
that they are a closely knit group of men
forging new friendships for the future of
our Fraternity. There are plans to travel to
Dallas for a Texas Rangers baseball game,
a trip to Hot Springs for pleasure and relaxation, several family-oriented dinners at
local restaurants and at each others’ houses,
and a group hunt in the fall. Membership
has it privileges. To find out how YOU can
become a member, contact Knight Commander Andrew Stevenson, Sr. at (318)
393-2939 or Knight Recorder John Knox,
PKC at (318) 458-5741.

KStA 2012 Officers

Knight Commander
KnightWarden
Knight Captain
Knight Recorder
Knight Chaplain
Knight Marshall
Knight Senior Deacon
Knight Junior Deacon
Knight Sentinel
Knight Historian
Knight Lecturer
Knight Piper

Andrew Stevenson, Sr.
Gerald Mullens
James Smith
John Knox, Jr.
Robert Laurents
Larry Blair, Sr.
John Sharlow
Samuel Owens
W James Hill, III
D Clifton Brown
Stephen Mead
Michael Beeler

continued page 11

In MeMorIaM
Earl L “Blue” Archer
John L Atkinson
Elston Bruner
Walter Carter
Norris Dickard
Philip Flohr
Albert Forgione
Cortez Hutchinson
Stanley Kozaski, Jr.
Gordon LeBlanc
Sam Lucius
Eugene Musgrave
Edwin Palmer
Fred Revels
William Sears
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2012 Membership fees
are past due

Calendar of events

Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, August 15th
Meeting at Orphans’ Friend Lodge

Wednesday, September 19th
Feast of Tishri

Saturday September 29 Fall Reunion
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month.

2012 Advisory Board
Richard Smith - Chairman
Blake Ford
Clarence Callahan
Greg Bruce
Neil Crane
Rocky Schexneider
Keith Powell
Tom Kussmann
Ricky Venable
Shawn Richard
Matt Traylor

The “dog days of summer” are upon us,
and we will likely experience hot muggy
days until October. It is a season for vacations and trips to see family and friends, as
well as explore and experience new places
where we have not visited in the past.
The Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies moves its charter for the August stated
meeting to a Blue Lodge in the Valley. This
year we will move the charter to Morrow,
Louisiana to Orphans’ Friend Lodge #185.
This is in the northeast part of the Valley
in St. Landry Parish. We will leave the
Lake Charles Masonic Temple at 3:45p.m.,
Wednesday, August 15 by motor coach and
travel east along Interstate 10 to Lafayette
and turn north on Interstate 49 toward our
destination. The bus will be making several stops to pick up members and their
ladies along the way. If you would like to
attend this historic meeting, please contact
the Scottish Rite office at (337) 436-1676
to reserve your seat and place of rendezvous.
While in Morrow, we will consider the
proposed amendments to our by-laws. The
last complete revision of the by-laws was
done in 1976. A committee of past venerable masters looked at these by-laws and
found a few housekeeping changes that
will be addressed at the August meeting.
We continue to seek new and relevant
activities for our membership. The Fall Reunion will be a one-day reunion honoring
Illustrious Brother Jimmie Houston Leger,
33°, who passed away in March of this
year. Brother Leger was an active member
and stalwart supporter of the principles and
tenet of the Scottish Rite. Our goal is to
have 60 new Masters of the Royal Secret
that day. If you know of a Master Mason
that is not a Scottish Rite Mason, this is an
excellent time to invite him to join our fraternity. As this is the bicentennial of the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, we are offering a special rate for the degrees and dues
for this reunion: $200.00 for the degrees
and $60.00 for the dues. This will revert
to $400.00 for the degrees and $120.00 for
the dues in 2013. Please promote the Fall
7

2012 reunion in your Blue Lodges and help
us reach our goal.

Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

2012 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

W Keith Powell, 32° KCCH
“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
J Briggs Becton, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:

Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Elton J Blanchard, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH

Membership Milestones

During the June meeting, four members
were recognized for their length of service
with the Valley. Kelly McRight and Elmer
Edwards received their 50-Year Membership Certificates and lapel pins. Ricky
Venable and Oscar Abshire were 25-Year
recipients.
continued page 11
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Elden A Brunet
James Mims
William Jackson Smith
Jack Twatchman
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2012 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2012 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
PAST DUE
Calendar of events
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, August 9th
Reception of M: W: Frank N duTreil, GM

Saturday, August 18th

Ricks M Bowles, 32° KCCH
Larry H Moore 33°
Charles M Powell, 32°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Freddie J Touchet, 32° KCCH
William J Naquin, 32°
James J Premeaux, 33°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Brian L Watson, 32° KCCH
Edward S Coleman, Jr., 32°
H George Scanlan, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:

Eddie B Robertson, 32° KCCH
William E Womack, 32°
James M Stockner, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH

Annual Masonic Widows Night

Monday, September 10th
Shane Crump presentation of the working
tools of a Fellow Craft

Monday, October 8th
La Bonne Marie hosts the Feast of Tishri

FALL REUNION
OCTOBER 27th
Monday, November 12th
Mike Carpenter presentation on the 13°

Monday, December 10th
Election of Officers
John Amador presents program on St. John
the Evangelist
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm before
the Regular Meetings.

Junior ROTC Award

The program, administered for the Valley by Jeff Maynor, recognizes high school
youth enrolled in the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC) with an
award for their scholastic excellence and
demonstrated ideals of Americanism. The
award consists of a medal and ribbon to be
worn on the JROTC uniform and a certificate suitable for framing.
Donaldson High Cadet Arhmon Hambrick was a recent recipient. The award
was presented by Major Don Bailey-Senior Aerospace Science Instructor and Ms.
Kim Melancon-Associate Principal.

From the Secretary’s Desk

Where has the year gone? It is already
August and we are deligently working to
have very successful Fall Reunion. Only
for this reunion, the Valley has special pricing to recognize the 200th Bicentennial of
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. The degree
fee is $200 and an Endowed Membership
will cost $1812. These figures apply only
for the October 27th-28th Reunion.
August will be a busy month at the
Scottish Rite beginning with the August
13th meeting. The Valley will receive Most
Worshipful Frank N duTreil, Grand Master. On Saturday the 18th, the Valley will
host our annual Widows Night. Ill Bro. Joe
Stroud, 33° and Shirley are working hard
to make this an exciting event, as in the
past. The evening will be filled with surprises as well as a fine meal by our Valley chefs. The Venerable Master has asked
The KCCH and Knights of Saint Andrew
to act as escorts for the ladies upon their
arrival. The event is always a highlight of
our annual calendar. An open invitation is
extended to all Widows of our Master Masons.
Moving into the fall, the Valley begins
the search for a new slate of officers to
guide us in 2013. Venerable Master Ricks
Bowles, 32º KCCH will appoint a committee to provide nominations to the serveral
offices in the four bodies that make up the
Baton Rouge Valley.
Eddie Robertson, 32º KCCH and Fred
Denham 32º have been working hard making repairs to the building and performing
general maintenance to long neglected
problems. New lighting and ceilings have
been installed in the hall way leading to
continued page 10

In Memoriam

L:R - Associate Principal Kim Melancon, Cadet Arhom and Major Don Bailey
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Henry Louis Cox, Sr.
Earnest Ray Eldred
Edison Charles “Fred” Frederick
Walter Ben “Jack” Jordan
Fred S Ladner, Jr.
Odell Temple
Thomas Carter Whitehead
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2012 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Travis M Holley, 33°
C Alton Drummond, 33°
H Glenn Jordan, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°

Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

Welcome to our new 33
Masters of the Royal Secret!

Calendar of events
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jerry W Wicker, 32° KCCH
Gerald H Houston, 32° KCCH
Todd W Dixon, 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Gerald R Wiese, 32° KCCH
James L Reagan, 32°
William D Files, 32°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Jason C Brewton, 32°
Prior:
E L “Bubba” Via, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
W Bryan Price, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Thursday, August 2nd
Guest Speaker

Thursday, September 6th
Special guest Speaker

Thursday, October 4th
Special Program

Thursday, November 1st
Annual Thanksgiving Program
The Advisory Conference Meets on the
third Monday of each month

Summer Reunion

The Monroe Valley Scottish Rite held
a reunion on June 30, 2012. Thirty-one
Master Masons were made Masters of the
Royal Secret. In addition thereto, ten other
petitions were received and these petitions
will be acted upon at our next reunion. The
combined 41 petitions represents approximately an 8% increase of the membership
in the Monroe Valley and most probably
will represent the first net increase in membership in quite a few years. In addition
thereto, this was the largest class in the
Monroe Valley since 1994 and, therefore,
deserves some recognition as to the efforts
that have been made to receive more petitions and to improve the retention rate in
the future.
All Master Masons that were not already Scottish Rite Masons within the four
Masonic districts comprising the Monroe
Valley were identified and each received a
letter advising them of the reduced initiation costs arising out of the celebration of
200 years of Freemasonry in Louisiana. A
liaison group was formed to make personal
contact with each of the Brothers that were
identified. Our goal was to assign at least
9

one Scottish Rite Mason to a lodge to directly contact each Master Mason that was
not already a member of the Scottish Rite.
In a few cases, a Scottish Rite Mason was
assigned more than one lodge.
An organizational meeting and hamburger dinner was held at the Monroe Valley to organize the efforts of the men serving on the liaison committee and to impress
upon them the necessity of getting the petitions signed and returned to the Scottish
Rite. It is through the efforts of these men
and the individual contact that we believe
most likely resulted in the significant increase in petitions for this reunion.
The reunion itself and the degrees were
presented in an excellent manner. The
enthusiasm and attention as shown by the
members of the class motivated the degree
teams throughout the day. At the conclusion of the program, an excellent explanation from our Grand Commander, Ronnie
Seale, was presented by video. This summation captured the spirit of the day and
unquestionably left these newly made Masters of the Royal Secret inspired.
Our meetings are now announced to
each member of the Valley through an informational phone call providing them
with general information about the upcoming program, the meal and a request for
their participation. The results of these
efforts has been quite remarkable and at a
very minimal expense. The effectiveness
of this informational call has resulted in an
increase of almost 50% as compared to the
previous year. As a point of fact, 43 members attended the July meeting, as compared to an average of 30 and in addition
thereto, 16 of the 31 new members made
the first meeting. Thus meeting our greatest expectation.
Each member of the class was provided
with a name tag, a special sign in roster,
continued page 10
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Harry George Hudson, Jr.
Fred Raymond Leach
James Floyd Oglesbee
Chalmes Vernon Williams
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continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley-Of Current Interest:

A large contingent of hard-working volunteers from our own
Chapter of Knights of St. Andrew was instrumental to the smooth
execution of the many phases of the Bicentennial. Knight Commander Donald A. Springler along with Bro. Anthony Radosti, 32º
KCCH headed the Security efforts and marshaled an impressive
array of volunteer activities. We thank the many workers who
made this great event possible: Brothers Martin Reinschmidt,
Donald E. Freeze, Elmo “Jay” Pitre III, Lee Roberts, Lonny J.
Babin, Camille J. Guidry Jr., Darrenn J. Hart, Eddie A. Leboeuf
III, Anthony K. Freeze, William Axtman, Klaus “Joe” Kueck.
Kenneth K. Bell Jr. and Albert P. Miller. We also owed a great debt
of gratitude to the Ladies’ Committee, the Grand Master’s Officers
and Committee members, and the Grand Lodge Staff.
On June 30 our Valley held a Reunion featuring one of the largest Classes in recent years – 48 Candidates started their Scottish
Rite Journey which proved to us once again that well-coordinated
efforts toward membership development, public relations, and
education really do pay off. We look forward with increased optimism to a bright future for our Valley.
On Sunday July 8th, the Valley of New Orleans held a successful and well-attended Family Day celebration that brought together many of our members along with their families and guests.
This event has become an annual tradition in our Valley, and those
who have been attending regularly seem to think that it gets better
every time. A large contingent of dedicated volunteers from the
Knights of St. Andrew arrived early and completed the many setup duties under the leadership of their Knight Commander, Bro.
Don Springler 32º. A big projection screen featuring children’s entertainment was made available along with a large “space-walk”
bouncer which was installed upstairs. The delicious food offerings included hot dogs, chili, baked beans, potato salad, coleslaw,
many deserts, and much more. The Shrine Band regaled us with
their rendition of many musical favorites old and new. We thank
the hard-working Team of volunteers who included brothers Don
Springler, Anthony Radosti, Kenneth K. Bell Sr., Darren J. Hart,
Donald Freeze, Ion Lazar, Martin J. Reinschmidt, Lee Roberts,
Jay Pitre and Dave Krasner, the Ladies’ Committee as well as the
Rainbow Girls representatives present.
Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley Summer Reunion:

tables marked reserved for the class of June 30, 2012 and given a
brief questionnaire to answer. The purpose of the questionnaire
was to determine what motivated the Brother to petition the Scottish Rite and what he expected from us in the future. It was further
designed to obtain information as to what would motivate these
new members to attend future meetings. Age, length of membership and educational levels are being studied and compared with
the questions pertaining to the expectations of these Brothers in
order to assist in developing programs intended to increase participation, retain membership and hopefully, increase our membership by offering programs that include entertainment, information
and good food.

As this is the largest class this Valley has had in a number of
years, it is our goal to learn from them while they learn from us. It
is our goal to track their attendance rate and to find out the reason
why some may go NPD and what motivates others to remain active. It is a learning experience for all and shows great promise.

2012 Bicentennial Class

On July 5th, the first meeting after the reunion had over 100 in
attendance; including 16 of the new Masters of the Royal Secret.
Our Venerable Master used the robocall system and notified all
members about this "special" regular meeting. The theme Independence Day with Bar-B-Que, catered by Danken Trail, compliments
of Venerable Master Holley.
After dinner and a brief business meeting, our Ladies and
guests were treated to a rendition of patriotic songs, show tunes,
and several WWII era songs by a three piece string ensemble. The
entertainment was enjoyed by all.

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley-From the Secretary’s Desk:

the stage and kitchen area. New flooring in the wardrobe room
should be completed by the time you receive this.
La Bonne Marie, in conjunction with the Knights of Saint Andrew hosted a Family and Friends Night on July 20th. It was held
at Kings Restaurant, in Houma.
There are still members that have not paid dues for the current
and past year. Letters have been mailed to each of these brothers
and many phone calls were made. If you have an interest in preventing these members from going suspended, please contact me.
Additional phone calls or personal contact might make a difference. If you have knowledge of a brother that may need assistance
in this area, again please call the office. I can provide you with a
list of names and contact information.
I want to again emphasize the significance of the Fall Reunion
fee structure and to challenge our members to meet or exceed the
number of candidates our sister Valleys of New Orleans and Monroe had at their recent successful reunions. New Orleans had 48
new Masters of the Royal Secret and Monroe had 31. Through
individual and collective efforts, these Valley secured a number of
petitions not seen in decades. With the same effort, the Valley of
Baton Rouge can also reach its goal of 50 petitions. Come join in
the excitement at the Valley!
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32° KCCH
General Secretary
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continued from page7
Lake Charles Valley Membership Milestones:

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

From the Secretary’s Desk

On a quiet Monday, an unannounced guest, Brother Clifford
R Olds, the Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite of Australia
Adelaide Sovereign Council No 18, walked in with his wife accompanying him. We provided a two hour tour of our historic
building during which Brother Olds took many pictures.
We provided the “Grand Commander” a few of our jewels,
including a 33° pocket jewel. Brother Olds indicated there was
nothing like it in his jurisdiction. After a heartfelt invitation to visit
him in Australia, Brother Olds departed with a greater understanding of southern hospitality and fraternal friendship.
A copy of his credintials is shown below. A quick search on
Google® did not reveal a great deal of information on the Adelaide Sovereign Council. But always prepared to receive visitors...
you just never know who will walk in the door!
L:R - Ricky Venable, Oscar Abshire and “Bo” House, Master of Ceremonies

L:R - Kelly McRight, wife Barbara and “Bo” House

L:R - Elmer Edwards and “Bo” House
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Masonic Education gives us a point of reference and topic for
extended discussion. Our rituals are but another plank in the platform that gives us all a common frame in which to relate and build
relationships. Yet it is Fellowship that brings men together for a
time, to see friends they haven’t seen in awhile, to engage in discussion and debate with men of a similar set of values and a shared
common ground, even just for the comfortable surroundings of
Brothers who you know will help you any time it is needed.
The ideal of Fellowship is the key to the success of the Strategic Plan, the Scottish Rite, indeed the Fraternity as a whole.
Now we have come full circle back to that original question:
“What does your ideal valley look like?”
After a lot of thought, I distilled my answer down into a single
word; ViBRAnT.
My ideal valley is filled with a sense of brotherhood and an
embodiment of the beehive. Brethren gather before the meeting to
share a meal with members of far-flung lodges, catching up with
friends both old and new. New members are welcomed into a sense
of belonging to something greater than themselves, and are engaged in the life of the Valley. There is usually something going
on, anything from Master Craftsman discussion groups one night,
to painting and maintenance another, to degree walkthroughs,
practices or discussions another.
I’m not completely clear on the path that leads me to my ideal
Valley, but I am sure that it can be done. I know that it involves
living the sense of Fellowship we all want to see, even when it
isn’t easy. I know it involves reaching out to members and building
those ties that get men to leave the comfort of home and come to
the comfortable camaraderie of a meeting, even when it isn’t easy,
or convenient.
Members beget more Members, card carriers beget more card
carriers. Guard the west gate well, grow your members and they
will grow more, because that kind of passion and zeal is infectious.
Brethren, there was far more shared and learned at this conference than I can begin to convey in a single article. There were the
other points of the strategic plan, breakout sessions on web design, social media, and public relations, a general discussion from
the Grand Commander on where we have been and where we are
headed to, and most importantly a great chance to visit with Brothers from all over the country, to share stories and ideas and shamelessly steal the best ideas from other Orients to bring back home.
If you ever have the opportunity to attend one of these leadership conferences, as a Fellow, a leader of your Valley, or just as a
member I cannot encourage you strongly enough to go and be a
part of it, it provides an invaluable opportunity to speak with the
leadership of the Scottish Rite and to meet Brothers from all over
and extend the bonds of Freemasonry.
If there is anything you’d like to discuss, a topic you’d like to
know more about, or any crazy ideas you’ve got for growing the
Rite I’d love to discuss them with you, feel free to drop me an
email at jmaynor@alumni.lsu.edu

continued from Front Page
A Fellow’s Experience:

loss occurs between 1 and 3 years. These are men who were never
engaged by the Fraternity, who didn’t find what they were looking
for.
All those members who sign the first line of a Brother’s Scottish Rite petition should read again the fine print under that line
“Mentor promises, on his honor, to regularly contact this member
and see that he attends meetings, reunions, and events”. This is
something that we must be more consistent in achieving, and this
is where a well functioning Mentoring Committee can come into
play.
The Mentoring Committee is not responsible for doing the
mentoring; they are responsible for mentoring the mentors. They
are there to ensure that new members (and maybe even old members who haven’t been in a while) have someone looking out for
them, keeping them connected through the first few months while
they discover all the things the Scottish Rite has to offer, and eventually finding them a place within the Valley where they have a
hand in the success of the Valley.
Once you’ve found a place for a new brother, don’t just leave
him there, make sure that after a bit he’s moved to something with
more responsibility (if he wants it) or to something different to
make sure he doesn’t burn out.
In addition to mentoring new members, it is equally important
to ensure that those in positions of leadership and responsibility
take on the task of mentoring new brothers to be capable of taking
on that role in the future. How often do we see a degree or program
fall apart when the person responsible steps aside for whatever
reason? The long-term success of each Valley rest upon the current leadership nurturing and training the next group of leadership,
and equally importantly, being willing to step aside when that next
group is ready and move onto working in some different part of
the Valley.
Fellows Meeting
My description of the purpose of the Fellows program is to
provide the SGIG and the leadership of the Valleys with a source
of enthusiasm and crazy ideas to aide in implementing the Strategic Plan and growing the Scottish Rite. The SGIG and the Valley
leadership have the responsibility to channel that enthusiasm and
keep the crazier ideas within realistic boundaries.
Although I couldn’t see it until the entire conference was over,
the primary thread that wound through the first meeting of the conference, the Fellows meeting, wound through the entire conference
and indeed winds through the entire Strategic Plan.
Ill. Ronnie Seale presented a situation and a question to the
gathered brothers through a demonstration that really has to be
seen to be fully appreciated; Bro. John is sitting at home on his
couch, he’s got his TV, his food, a nice beverage, all the comforts
of home. What is it then that is going to make him get up and drive
across town to attend a Scottish Rite meeting with his friends Bros.
Bill and Joe? Education? He can stay home and read “A Bridge to
Light”. Entertainment? He’s got his TV and all the other digital
devices that populate our lives. So what is it then? The answer,
a quite simple answer really, is Fellowship. Fellowship, a sense
of camaraderie and belonging is what will make a man leave his
comfortable couch and travel to be with not just his friends, but
his brothers.

Fraternally
Bro Cash Melville from Monroe, Bro Matt Traylor from Lake Charles and
the author Bro Jeff Maynor from Baton Rouge were Fellows at the last Biennial
Scottish Rite Leadership Conference held in St Louis. All three came home with
information to share, enthusiasm to spread and a new appreciation for what Scottish Rite can and should be accomplishing in their respective Valleys. The preceeding comments are notes expressed so that more Brothers might understand
the purpose of the Fellows Program and realize some of the activities conducted
at each Leadership Conference.
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Ill. ernest BorgnIne, 33° grand Cross
1917-2012

Ernest Borgnine was born Ermes Effron Borgnino in January
24, 1917 in Hamden, Connecticut. He was the son of Anna (nee
Boselli), who emigrated to the United States from Carpi (Modena,
Italy), and Camillo Borgnino, who emigrated to the U.S. from Ottiglio (Alessandria, Italy). Borgnine's parents separated when he
was two years old, and he and his mother went to live in Italy. By
1923, his parents had reconciled, and the family name was changed
from Borgnino to Borgnine. The family settled in North Haven,
Connecticut, where he attended public schools. Borgnine was an
only child who took to sports while growing up, but showed no
interest in acting.
Borgnine joined the United States Navy in 1935, after graduation from James Hillhouse High School in New Haven, Connecticut. He was discharged in 1941, re-enlisted when the United States
entered World War II, and served until 1945 (a total of ten years),
reaching the rank of gunner's mate 1st class. He served aboard
the destroyer USS Lamberton. His military decorations include
the Navy Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal with Fleet Clasp, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal and the World War II Victory Medal. Borgnine
received the honorary rating of Chief Petty Officer in October
2004 from Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Terry Scott for
Borgnine's support of the Navy and naval families worldwide.
After the war was over, he returned to his parents' home with
no job and no direction. In a British Film Institute interview about
his life and career, Borgnine said:
“After World War II we wanted no more part in war. I didn't
even want to be a boy-scout. I went home and said that I was
through with the Navy and so now, what do we do? So I went
home to mother, and after a few weeks of patting on the back and,
'You did good,' and everything else, one day she said, 'Well?' like
mothers do. Which meant, 'Alright, you gonna get a job or what?'
Since he was not willing to settle for a dead-end factory job,
his mother encouraged him to pursue a more glamorous profession
and suggested that his personality would be well suited for the
stage. He surprised his mother by taking the suggestion to heart,
although his father was far from enthusiastic. In 2011, Borgnine
remembered,
She said, `You always like getting in front of people and making a fool of yourself, why don't you give it a try?' I was sitting at
the kitchen table and I saw this light. No kidding. It sounds crazy.
And 10 years later, I had Grace Kelly handing me an Academy
Award.
After graduation, he auditioned and was accepted to the Barter
Theatre in Abingdon, Virginia, so-called for its audiences bartering
their produce for admission during the Great Depression. In 1947,
he landed his first stage role in State of the Union. Although it was
a short role, he won over the audience. His next role was as the
Gentleman Caller in Tennessee Williams', The Glass Menagerie.
In 1949, he had his broadway debut in the role of a nurse in the
play Harvey. More roles on stage led him to being a decades-long
character actor.
In 1951, he moved to Los Angeles, California, where he eventually received his big break in From Here to Eternity (1953),
playing the sadistic Sergeant "Fatso" Judson, who beats a stockade
prisoner in his charge, Angelo Maggio (played by Frank Sinatra).
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Borgnine built a reputation as a dependable character actor and appeared in early film roles as villains, including movies like Johnny
Guitar, Vera Cruz, and Bad Day at Black Rock. But in 1955, the
actor starred as a warm-hearted butcher in Marty, the film version of the television play of the same name, which gained him an
Academy Award for Best Actor over Frank Sinatra, James Dean
(who had died by the time of the ceremony), and former best actor
winners Spencer Tracy and James Cagney. Borgnine's film career
continued successfully through the 1960s, 1970s and the 1980s,
including Emperor of the North, The Vikings, The Flight of the
Phoenix, The Dirty Dozen, Ice Station Zebra, The Poseidon Adventure, The Black Hole and Escape from New York. One of his
most famous roles became that of Dutch, a member of The Wild
Bunch in the 1969 Western classic from director Sam Peckinpah.
Of his role in The Wild Bunch, he later said, "I did [think it was a
moral film]. Because to me, every picture should have some kind
of a moral to it. I feel that when we used to watch old pictures, as
we still do I'm sure, the bad guys always got it in the end and the
good guys always won out. Today it's a little different. Today it
seems that the bad guys are getting the good end of it. There was
always a moral in our story."
Borgnine made his TV debut as a character actor in Captain
Video and His Video Rangers, beginning in 1951. These two episodes led to countless other television roles that Borgnine would
gain in Goodyear Television Playhouse, Short Short Dramas, The
Ford Television Theatre, Waterfront, The Lone Wolf, Fireside
Theatre, The O. Henry Playhouse, Frontier Justice, Laramie, The
Blue Angels, Bob Hope Presents the Chrysler Theatre, Run for
Your Life, Little House on the Prairie's two-part episode - "The
Lord is My Shepherd", The Love Boat, Magnum P.I., Highway to
Heaven, Murder She Wrote, Walker Texas Ranger, Touched by an
Angel and the final episodes of ER, among many others. In 2009,
at the age of 92, Borgnine earned an Emmy nomination for his
performances in the final two episodes of the long-running NBC
medical series ER.
In 1962, Borgnine joined the ranks of other sitcom stars. That
same year he signed a contract with Universal Studios for the
lead role as the gruff but lovable skipper Lieutenant Commander
Quinton McHale in what began as a serious one-hour 1962 episode called Seven Against the Sea for Alcoa Premiere, and later
reworked to a comedy called McHale's Navy, a World War II sitcom. The insubordinate crew of PT-73 helped the show become
an overnight success during its first season, landing in the Top 30
in 1963. Just like the McHale character, Borgnine was a longtime
Navy man in real life. He thrived on the adulation from fans for
their favorite Navy man, and in 1963 received an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy Series. At the end
of the fourth season, in 1966 low ratings and repetitive story lines
brought McHale's Navy to an end. Borgnine was not happy about
the show's cancellation and was concerned about what television
role he might play in the future. He also starred in the 1964 film
version of the series and later appeared in a cameo performance in
the 1997 remake.
Borgnine returned to a new contract with Universal Studios in
1983, for a co-starring role opposite Jan-Michael Vincent, on Airwolf. After he was approached by producer Donald P. Bellisario,
who had been impressed by Borgnine's guest role as a wrestler in
a 1982 episode of Magnum P.I., he immediately agreed. He played
continued page 14
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continued from page 13
Ernest Borgnine:

Dominic Santini, a helicopter pilot, in the series which became an
immediate hit. The show was cancelled by CBS in 1986.
In 1996, Borgnine starred in the televised fantasy/thriller film
Merlin's Shop of Mystical Wonders. As narrator and storyteller,
Borgnine recounts a string of related supernatural tales, his modern-day fables notably centering around an enchanted and malicious cymbal-banging monkey toy stolen from the wizard Merlin.
The film was later featured in the parodical television series Mystery Science Theater 3000, and has since gained a prominent cult
following. Also in 1996, Borgnine toured the United States on a
bus to meet his fans and see the country. The trip was the subject of
a 1997 documentary, Ernest Borgnine on the Bus. He also served
one year as the Chairman of the National Salute to Hospitalized
Veterans, visiting patients in many Department of Veterans Affairs
medical centers.
Starting in 1999, Borgnine provided his voice talent to the
animated sitcom SpongeBob SquarePants as the elderly superhero Mermaid Man (where he was paired up with his McHale's
Navy co-star Tim Conway as the voice of Mermaid Man's sidekick
Barnacle Boy). He expressed affection for this role, in no small
part for its popularity among children. Borgnine also appeared as
himself in The Simpsons episode "Boy-Scoutz 'n the Hood", in
addition to a number of television commercials. In 2000, he was
the executive producer of Hoover, in which he was the only credited actor. In 2007, 90-year-old Borgnine starred in the Hallmark
original film A Grandpa for Christmas. He played a man who, after
his estranged daughter is in a car accident, discovers that he has
a granddaughter he never knew about. She is taken into his care,
and they soon become great friends. Borgnine received a Golden
Globe nomination for Best Actor in a Mini-Series or Motion Picture made for Television for his performance. At 90, he was the
oldest Golden Globe nominee ever. In 2009, at age 92, he starred
as Frank, the main character of Another Harvest Moon, directed
by Greg Swartz and also starring Piper Laurie and Anne Meara.
On October 2, 2010, Borgnine appeared as himself in a sketch on
Saturday Night Live. On October 15, 2010 he appeared in Red,
which was filmed earlier that year. In late 2011, Ernest Borgnine
completed what would be his last film; playing Rex Page in The
Man Who Shook The Hand of Vicente Fernandez.
Borgnine won the 1955 Academy Award for Best Actor for his
portrayal of Marty Piletti in the film Marty. For his contribution to
the motion picture industry, Ernest Borgnine has received a star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 6324 Hollywood Blvd. In 1996,
he was inducted into the Western Performers Hall of Fame at the
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. He was honored with the Screen Actors Guild Life
Achievement Award at the 17th annual SAG Awards, held January
30, 2011.
Borgnine died of renal failure on July 8, 2012, at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles, California. Brother Borgnine was
a member of Abingdon Lodge No. 48, Abingdon, Virginia receiving his 50-year pin in 2000. He joined the Scottish Rite Valley of
Los Angeles, California in 1964, received the KCCH in 1979, was
coroneted a 33° Inspector General Honorary in 1983, and received
the Grand Cross of the Court of Honour in 1991. He was also a
member of Hollywood Lodge No. 355 in Tarzana, California.

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Alas!”

The Fifth Degree, Perfect Master, begins with the Fourth Degree's Secret Master being conducted into a Chamber of Reflection
where he is seated at a small table and presented with pen and
paper. On the table are a skull and crossbones and a light. The
Secret Master is told that he is to reflect on his life thus far and then
compose his last Will and Testament, writing it as though he were
about to go into battle with no certainty that he would survive. The
Secret Master is left and told when he finishes writing to knock five
times. The Fifth Degree thus begins the lesson that life is uncertain; death may call at any time and we know not in what manner;
each person has days of the past that must be reflected upon and remembered. Most when writing, sincerely write several lines leaving all of their earthly belongings to their wife, or to their family.
Do you remember that Degree; do you remember how you sat
and thought about Death, and what you had that was important,
and what you would leave and to whom? Family almost always
first comes to mind, but what of reputation and life – your honesty and integrity, your dealings with others, what would be said of
your life by those who gather to pay their respects at your funeral
and stand around and talk and remember. We are taught through
the lessons of the Degree that the nobelest part of humanity is virtue for virtue's sake. We are asked, can we measure our age, not
in years, but by good deeds; and does a life well lived prepare us
for death? And how have we dealt with our GOD through our
actions dealing with man? The Secret Master is led into the main
Chamber where he then imitates the life of the slain Grand Master
who was a Perfect Master, and in his death how the Grand Master
was given the honors that would be bestowed on a Perfect Master.
In the ending of the Degree, the new Perfect Master is raised and
clothed as the Grand Master he imitated – thereafter promising to
live his life in imitation of the Perfect Master whom he represented
in the Degree. A heavy responsibility for any man to change into a
Perfect Master and to continue to live his life as such.
The last several months has seen many who were Perfect Masters complete their earthly Journey and cross over to enter "That
House Not Made With Hands". Each time this TRESTLEBOARD
is received, I read with great sadness the names enclosed within
a black border in each Valley's section. Many have been Scottish
continued page 15
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the joy of Homegoing and the Promise of Eternal Life but did not
and could not know John Lee Atkinson's many, many life's accomplishments – but those of us present who remembered once entering that Chamber of Reflection years before, knew that John had
fulfilled the message written on his last Will and Testament and
had finally entered into that Great Main Chamber truly changed
and eternally becoming a Perfect Master. May we cherish his
memory and emulate his life. Alas, my Brother.

continued from page 14
The Final Word - “Alas!”:

Masons for many years; many have labored at Reunions working
in Degrees, assisting with stage, wardrobe, sound, in the kitchen,
dining room, greeting, many different areas, and then cleaning and
putting everything away. Some have been happy to just attend
and observe the Degrees year after year sharing the fellowship of
Reunion. Even more have faithfully continued as Members paying their Dues year after year and proudly claiming the title of
32nd Degree Mason. All have received the Degree of Perfect Master – imitating and being raised to live the life of the Master who
proclaim at death, "of my life you can deprive me, of my integrity, never!" So that listing of Perfect Masters who continued and
became Masters of the Royal Secret - 32nd Degree Scottish Rite
Masons – has great meaning; not just a list of names enclosed in a
black border, but my Brothers.
One recent death in particular greatly affected me. Illustrious
John Lee Atkinson, 33º, Grand Cross, for many years the General
Secretary of the Valley of Shreveport. After John retired from the
Air Force, he became a professional Mason – a Shrine Potentate,
our Foundation's President, a Personal Representative and the exemplary General Secretary. When a new General Secretary would
be appointed in another Valley in Louisiana, he was sent to Shreveport for several days for John to properly train. My association
with John began years ago when he was appointed General Secretary in Shreveport – he and I hit it off immediately as I was then
serving as Louisiana's DeMolay Executive Officer. John made
certain that "his DeMolay Boys" in Shreveport Chapter had full
use of the Scottish Rite when they needed it – he believed in youth
– he had three sons of his own and proudly talked constantly about
his perfect grandchildren. He became a close friend and confidante – he could offer good counsel and could keep a confidence.
John's many Masonic deeds were mostly unknown – visiting the
sick, caring for Brothers too ill to care for themselves. I know of
one Brother whom John visited almost daily in a nursing home,
and John made certain that the Brother who had no family was
properly treated. As the years passed, Sovereign Grand Inspectors
General changed, and I became the third SGIG John called "Boss".
I never fooled myself by being called by that title and always knew
who really called the shots from behind the curtain – that Chief
Master Sergeant who trained Colonels and Generals and kept most
of the United States Air Force focused. John was a dedicated,
loyal, trusted friend and Brother. When he was elevated to become
a Grand Cross, he was so surprised that he was actually speechless,
typically thinking that the Honor would go to someone else – an
Honor designation rarely given and only to the most deserving.
When the time came to enforced our Louisiana Scottish Rite's
Staff retirement age, I had to talk to John as a son would talk to a
father – not happy about the situation but with love and appreciation of a job well done; but the time had arrived for John to return
home to rest. It had begun to be apparent to some that John was
beginning to exhibit signs of an illness that would eventually rob
his quick, clear, precise mind and over time leave him with no
memory. The end came after long months of no longer recognizing those whom he had loved, and complicated by a fall. His
Memorial Service on a bright Sunday afternoon was attended by
most of his family and many friends – and Brothers. The young
Air Force Chaplain who presided over the Service tried to express

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.

The “Envelope” Issue
Brethren – Annually your Summer TRESTLEBOARD contains an envelope in the center of the magazine. The envelope is
for your use to Honor someone or Memorialize someone you cherish. Perhaps a Brother has helped you, or been beside you when
you needed a friend – Honor that Brother by making a donation
to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Perhaps someone very
close to you has passed away and you want to remember that person in a special way – Memorialize that person by making a donation to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Each contribution
is a Tax-Free donation, and an acknowledgement card is sent to the
person or family and a 'thank you' card to you.
Your Foundation – and you are a Member as a Dues-Paying
Louisiana Scottish Rite Mason – provides funding for your five
Rite Care Centers in Louisiana where hundreds of children have
been assisted with overcoming speech and learning problems.
Scholarships are granted to Masters-level Clinicians who attend
Louisiana Universities offering graduate level degrees in Speech
& Hearing Pathology and who work with these childrren and perform miracles. Children learn to speak clearly and to communicate. Learning disabilities are identified and treated. The work is
performed 100% free thanks to your Foundation's ability to fund
the Program – part of your Dues, and your additional donations
keep this Program vibrant and growing. YOU are helping children
every day through YOUR Foundation. Additionally, the Walter
Jessen Memorial Engineering Scholarship Program awards Civil
Engineering Scholarships to Louisiana students enrolled in Civil
Engineering Programs at Louisiana Universities. Your Foundation
performs many benefits to many young people in Louisiana.
Please consider using the envelope today and sending a donation – if not today, then tomorrow. Please keep the envelope close
and use it. Additional envelopes are available from your Scottish
Rite Valley's General Secretary – keep several envelopes at home
and use them to Honor and to remember – a Memorial to a Brother
or family member or friend lasts much longer than a floral tribute
– your donation is a gift that lasts for a lifetime in the ability of
a child to communicate or a student to be trained for the future.
Please, make a donation to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
– use that envelope! Thank you.
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Did You Know?
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood

There are three (3) things that your Valley Secretary appreciates. 1) Phone numbers, home, work and cell; 2) Email address
(if you have one); 3) your correct home address. Of course, all of us are reminded of
these three things when we get our dues notice; this is in the lower left portion of the
notice. Oh yes, we do not sell nor give this
information to anyone, Statutes forbid this.
Why Do We Have Reunions?

According to Webster; “A reunion is a
gathering of the members of a group who
have been separated”. In Scottish Rite, we
believe that this a time to renew old acquaintances, friendships, meet new members and reminisce (another words ‘tell war
stories or the way it was’). Hopefully, each
of us will remember this when our Valley
has a REUNION.

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

