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results, and there is real progress. …Thought is a force, and philosophy should be an energy …The two great motors are Truth
and Love.” (Morals & Dogma)
As Masons, we have an obligation that we are charged with to
uphold the virtues that we are taught and are reminded of throughout our lives. Some of our obligations that we have vowed are
not only towards other Masons, but
are applied towards all mankind,
but especially a Brother Mason. We
are not allowed to let superstitions,
despotisms, and prejudices to prevail in any way within our lives. We
are charged to grow in charity, truth,
knowledge, understanding, and tolerance so that we are enabled to live
a noble lifestyle filled with wisdom.
“As we tread the various and uncertain paths of life, as our
days are variegated and checkered by a strange contrariety of
events, and as our passage through this existence, though sometimes attended by prosperous circumstances, is often beset by a
multitude of evils- …we are reminded of the precariousness of
our state on earth.” (Louisiana Masonic Monitor)
Life, with all of what we consider good and bad, is orchestrated and set in motion by the Great Architect to work and operate in harmony. We will experience good and bad, we will bless
and be blessed, we will miss the mark from time to time, we will
teach and be taught, and we will correct and be corrected. Freemasonry demands of its members to encourage and support growth
and life. We are reminded to remain humble and hopeful towards
all of mankind for the sake of humanity as a whole. This is how
Freemasonry will continue to be a candle burning in the darkness
dispelling ignorance.

Dispelling Ignorance with Light
by
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°

I believe that Freemasonry has been in existence since time immemorial. It may not have carried the same name that we know it
as today, but the essence of Freemasonry has always been around,
and has been able to change and grow without losing its original intent. It doesn’t fly the banner of any particular country or
religion over another, but encourages the patriotism and faith of
its members towards their respective governments and religions.
Its practices are founded upon all of the great common and profound virtues of many different philosophies and religions from
across this magnificent global sphere upon which we live. But,
Freemasonry in itself is lifeless without the working body of its
members. Without the practicing members, it is merely an idea,
a history of mystical rituals and symbols of an outdated fraternity
that has given way to some other. The practicing member is the
life of the craft; the protector and bearer of the Light that shines
the wisdom of the Great Architect, which prevails by way of charity, truth, understanding, and tolerance. The love and appreciation
of knowledge and art, is what gives life to that beautiful aura that
permeates from the flame of Freemasonry that should be clearly
seen, to some degree, in every practicing Mason. “Freemasonry
is a beautiful and profound system of morality, veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols. The design of the Masonic Institution
is to make its members wiser, better, and consequently happier.”
(Louisiana Masonic Monitor) There have been times in history,
when Freemasonry was driven underground by despots, and the
practicing members forced to cover and shield the flame until the
warmth that is needed by all of humanity is once again realized,
and once again Freemasonry is allowed to shine brightly by its
practicing members. Unfortunately, there have been and may be
times when there was or will be a shortage of the practicing members of Freemasonry which had given or will give way to despot.
“Force, unregulated or ill-regulated …is destruction and
ruin …not growth and progress. It is
Polyphemus blinded, striking at random, and falling headlong among the
sharp rocks by the impetus of his own
blows. The blind Force of the people is
a Force that must be economized, and
also managed …It must be regulated
by Intellect. …To attack the citadels
built up on all sides against the human race by superstitions, despotisms,
and prejudices, the Force must have a
brain and a law. Then its deeds of daring produce permanent

Fraternally,
Quincy Gotte, 32°
Valley of Lake Charles
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The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I, II
or III and have received or should shortly
receive their certificates and lapel pins.
Shreveport
Leslie D. Fife - Level I
Bradley T. Smith - Level I
Gary T. Rushworth, Sr. - Level III
M. Darin West - Level III
Robert L. Rowe, II - Level III
New Orleans
Michael B. Steffensen - Level I
Baton Rouge
A. Nicholas Auck - Level III
Jeffrey D. Maynor - Level III
Lake Charles
Lynwood C. Burkhalter - Level I

Editorial Staff

To exist is to change, to change is to
mature, to mature is to go on creating
oneself endlessly.

Henri Bergson

Editor:
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Christopher J. Adams, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 33°
Valley of Shreveport:
TBA
Valley of Lake Charles:
Gerald H. Houston, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
H. Glenn Jordan, Ph.D., 32° KCCH

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° Grand Orator, DGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Warren A. Hintz, Jr. 33°
Assistant Personal Representative for New Orleans

Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° GC PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Travis M. Holley, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Earl J. “Mickey” Durand, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.louisiana-sr.org

Jurisdiction Supreme Council
The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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Calendar of Events

Supreme
RiteCare® National Conference
Sept 20
St. Louis, Mo.
International KStA Conference Sept 19-21
St. Louis, Mo.
Grand Lodge
Wardens Retreat
Woodworth

August 9

Reunions
Shreveport
August 16-17
Lake Charles
Sept 13-14
New Orleans (In BR)
October 11-12
Baton Rouge
October 11-12
Monroe
TBA
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:

Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center
Our Two Clinicians

Speech and Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana - Lafayette
Crystal Berzas
Jessica Chachere
Southeastern University - Hammond
Amanda Lambert
Iris Cortez

Cydney is a second year Speech-Language Pathology graduate student at LSU.
She graduated in May 2013 from LSU with
a Bachelor’s degree in Communication
Disorders and a minor in Psychology. As
of this spring, she has worked with clients
of many different ages at the LSU Speech
Language Hearing Clinic and Pediatria
Healthcare for Kids and has enjoyed every
experience with these clients. Cydney is
looking forward to all future opportunities
to improve the communication abilities of
children and adults in her community.

Louisiana State University - Shreveport
Rachel Grinnell
Lauren Nelson
Megan Wagner

2014 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
William V. King, 32° KCCH
Robert C. Joyner, 33º
E. Louis McGee, 33°

Ex-Officio Officers

Chairman of the Board :
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Ben F. Melancon, 33°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

Megan is a native of Chalmette Louisiana and is a recent alumni of LSU. In
2013, she earned her Bachelor’s degree in
Communication Disorders, and is currently
pursuing a Master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology at LSU. Megan has provided speech services at the LSU Speech,
Language, Hearing Clinic and Pediatria.
She is also a Graduate Assistant with the
LSU Office of Enrollment Management
and enjoys working with prospective students and their families. Megan loves
working with students at St. Luke’s Episcopal in Baton Rouge, and coaches both
baseball and volleyball. She is very excited
to be working with the staff and families at
Scottish Rite and looks forward to meeting
everyone soon.

Elected Members

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jeffery D. Maynor
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Robert C. Joyner
Martin J. Reinschmidt
M. Darin West

Appointed Members

C. Lenton Sartain-Chairman Emeritus
Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr. Joseph S. Monaghan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.

Investment Committee

Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Ballard L. Smith

John L. Bilisoly
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Charles H. Penn, III
Ion Lazar
H. Edward Durham

Cydney Lorio
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A very old and wise gentleman arrives on the night of the Lodge's monthly
meeting and asks to become a Fellowcraft.
When advised that he would have to become an Entered Apprentice first, the old
man nods "I was entered as an apprentice
in this Lodge 56 years ago." He gives the
date and the records are examined. Indeed,
it shows that the man had been initiated
into the Craft 56 years earlier but had never
set his foot in the lodge since. When asked
why he had not been there in 56 years, the
old man smiled and said "I've been learning
to subdue my passions!
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Will, Blessed be He. A heavenly interest is in the creation, and is
active and divinely invested throughout each day. God, Blessed be
He, has always provided an open line of communication with His
creation, and takes pleasure in that communion; this is where these
jewels of life are given. Because the creation is constantly being
created; a daily communion, belief, and faith in The Creator, is
crucial to the center most point of interest.
“It is the soul alone that gives any value to the things of this
world; and it is only by raising the soul to its just elevation above
all other things, that we can look rightly upon the purposes of
this earth.”- Albert Pike- Morals & Dogma

From the Bone Box
by
Quincy Gotte

The center most point of your interest…

The North Star

Throughout history, we have seen the rise and fall of empires
and religions, and both its wondrous advances and devastations
towards society. They have condemned and put to death men and
women whom it considered, at that time, to be heretics or enemies
of the state. As history unfolds, time may reveal a clearer picture.
The lives that were taken from those condemned men and women
may become recognized and honored as martyrs for truth, hope,
and justice by that same government or religion. Some have turned
the gods of one religion into the angels and demons of another.
Even history itself, at times, has fallen victim and been taken as
one of the spoils of war. You may have experienced betrayal by
a friend, a partner, a family member, or a loved one whom you
trusted and held in high regard. Indeed, the winds of change have
always blown throughout history and will continue to do so in our
lives and beyond. We all walk in partial light, and our lamps illuminate only so far beyond our steps. But still, we must move
forward regardless of the uncertainty that looms in the darkness
ahead. There is no certainty of what tomorrow holds for any of
us. It may be that the next sunrise favors you and puts you in a
fortunate position to be a blessing to another, or perhaps you will
be put in a less fortunate position and be in need of your brother’s
blessing.
“We seem never to know what any thing means or is worth
until we have lost it. We never know the full significance of the
words, ‘property,’ ‘ease,’ and ‘health’; the wealth of meaning in
the fond epithets, ‘parent,’ child,’ beloved,’ and ‘friend,’ until the
thing or the person is taken away; until, in place of the bright,
visible being, comes the awful and desolate shadow, where nothing is: where we stretch out our hands in vain, and strain our
eyes upon dark and dismal vacuity. Yet, in that vacuity, we do
not lose the object that we loved. It becomes only the more real
to us. Our blessings not only brighten when they depart, but are
fixed in enduring reality; and love and friendship receive their
everlasting seal under the cold impress of death.” –Albert PikeMorals & Dogma
During all of the storms and calms of life, wisdom has always
and will continue to cry out and find rest in the bosom of that
soul who hungers after her and hears her voice, thirsting after righteousness, and seeking knowledge. Indeed that soul will find a balance, equally dispensed from both light and dark times. That soul
will understand the harmony of the two, and will be able to bridle
its chaotic toil.
“There are greater and better things in us all, than the world
takes account of, or than we take note of; if we would but find
them out.” –Albert Pike- Morals & Dogma
All of this wisdom, righteousness, and knowledge would not
be desired or obtained without the graces of our Creator and His

18th Degree

Consider the following two quotes regarding charity, the first
from the 18th degree, and the second from a Masonic funeral service.
“Charity is relieving the wants and tolerating the errors and
faults of others”
“And may our charity be as boundless as the wants of our fellow creatures”
To me this line has always been one of the most striking and
misunderstood lines in the Masonic funeral service done by many
here in Louisiana. Most hear that line and think of the first half of
the first quote. “Well of course we should stretch forth the hand of
charity and relieve all the wants of those in need. We’re Masons
it’s what we do!”.
I prefer to use the definition of want as that of “to be without,
or be deficient in”, and thus this line in fact means that our charity
should be just as great as the deficiencies of our fellow man. When
we have tried and measured a man in some regard and found him
wanting it is our duty as Masons to extend charity and forgive his
lack, his faults, his errors. True, boundless, charity is the ability to
not just relieve the earthly wants of the needy, but to relieve the
wants we find in our fellow man.
Another Masonic lecture exhorts us that the Mason’s charity is
“that charity which writes the faults of a brother upon the shifting
sands, yet his virtues on tables of enduring marble”.
How often in life do we do the opposite? Forgetting the good
that people have done, and the best parts of their character in favor
of a “what have you done for me lately” mindset, and holding a
grudge over a single mistake until it festers like a wound and poisons a relationship.
The benefits of being able to actually achieve this in life are
clear. Those people who can demonstrate true charity are seen
as fair and just, someone who is easy to work with. You become
the person who, when things go wrong, people come to willingly,
knowing that it won’t be a permanent black mark against them for
all time. Work and life, flow more smoothly around these people, and perhaps those who have so readily had charity extended
to them are a little more likely to extend it themselves. A ripple
grows, and the world is a little better.
Maintaining that boundless level of charity is not easy, in fact
it is one of the things I fail at far more than I would like, but that
reminder is always there, a quiet voice reminding me that charity
is not limited to money or things, but is a spiritual force. Each time
I forget and remember this lesson it becomes a little tiny bit easier
to do, I will never be perfect, but I will be better and that is enough.
Fraternally,
Jeff Maynor, 32°
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Secretary: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2014 Membership Fees are now
past due!
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications

Wednesday, August 6th

7:30 PM

Bring A Friend
Presentation of 25 & 50 Year Certificates

Wednesday, September 3rd
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, October 1st

On The Road - Germania Lodge

FALL REUNION

OCTOBER 11-12

Held with Baton Rouge at their facility

Wednesday, October 29th
Advisory Council

Wednesday, November 5th

Annual Thanksgiving Celebration

Wednesday, December 3rd

Annual Christmas Holiday Program

Good news! Our days of being on the
road have come to an end for 2014. The
weekly concerts usually held in the fall in
Lafayette Square will not take place this
year, so we will be back in our own building for the rest of the year. The old saying
“There’s no place like home” really rings
true. While we thank the lodges that have
hosted us this past spring, you know yourself that when you get home from the best
vacation you have ever had, you are always
glad to be home.
At our July meeting we had the pleasure to conduct the Knight Commander of
the Court of Honour Investiture ceremony
on Bro. Michael R. Poll. Thanks to Illustrious Brother Alan Tidwell, 33° for whipping
his investiture team into shape. We were
also pleased to have our S.G.I.G., Illustrious Brother William J. “Bill” Mollere, 33°
in attendance and as always welcomed his
words of wisdom and guidance. Accompanying Ill. Brother Mollere was Brother Andrew Owens, 32° from the Valley of Baton
Rouge
On August 6th, we will honor our 25
and 50 year members at our meeting. Due
to some business that must be taken care of
this will be a closed meeting.
On September 3rd, we will have our
Annual Feast of Tishri. The ladies will be
invited to join us for dinner and the ceremonies. After the ceremonies the members
will be asked to assemble in the gold room
for a short closed meeting.
Then on Tuesday, September 23rd, we
will host a contingent of brothers from the
Valley of San Jose and their wives here at
the Scottish Rite Temple for an evening of
good food and fun.
In order for us to have enough food for
everyone who wishes to attend, please call
me and let me know that you are coming
and how many guests you will be bringing. We will need to know by Monday
September 1st. The cost will be $12.00
per person. The menu is being planned by
our own resident chef, Bro. Bernie Gould,
32° K.K.C.H. Come out and let’s show our
brothers from the West Coast how we “Pass
a good time”. Remember that our ladies
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are invited and so are any guests you would
like to bring.
To our brothers who are Knight Commanders of the Court of Honour and our
brothers who are Inspector Generals Honorary, you recently received a set of forms
to nominate a member whom you feel
should be considered for Honors in 2015.
Please complete the forms to the best of
your ability and return them to me by November 30th. At this time we do not know
how many members we will be able to
nominate to receive an Honor in 2015. If
you have misplaced your form or need additional copies, please call me at 504-5223789, and I will put them in the mail to you.
In closing, let me thank all of you that
have paid your 2014 dues and remind all of
you that have not paid your dues yet, I am
holding a dues card with your name on it,
and it is getting very lonesome sitting here
in the file drawer, and if you listen carefully, you can hear it crying out.
“Won’t you please take me home?”
Don’t you want to give your dues card a
good home?
Fraternally,
Martin Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

continued page 10

2014 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Leon T. Roberts, 32° KCCH
Warren A. Hintz, 33°
Clayton A. Wolfe, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Klaus J. “Joe” Kuech, 32° KCCH
Donald E. Freeze, 32° KCCH
Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Eddie A. LeBoeuf, III, 32°
Kenneth K. Bell, 32°
Garland M. Gisclair, 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Donald E. Freeze, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Michael W. Nastasi, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
John C. Miller, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Carol A. Doucet
Prentis Farley
Ivey A. McNabb
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2014 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Highlights by Pictures

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
W. James Hill, III, 32°
M. Darin West, 32°

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

Frederick J. McAnn, 32° KCCH
Carey C. Allison, 32° KCCH
Samuel B. Owens, 32°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Larry W. LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
John T. Dark, 33°

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Samuel B. Owens, 32°
Prior:		
John F. Knox, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Kenneth R. Fuller, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°

L:R - Ballard Smith 33° G.C. Personal Representative
presents Leslie David Fife with his Master Craftsman
Level I Certificate and lapel pin.

Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, August 12th
Regular Meeting

6:00 PM

SUMMER REUNION AUGUST 16-17
Tuesday, September 9th
Feast of Tishri

6:00 PM

Tuesday, October 14th
Regular Meeting

6:00 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January, April, July
& October) at 5:30 pm.

KStA 2014 Officers

Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Recorder:

Samuel B. Owens
W. Robert Laurents
Stephen C. McLellan
W. James Hill, III

Knightly News

The Shreveport Chapter of the Knights
of St. Andrew have been requested by the
Valley of Lake Charles to confer the 29th
Degree at their Fall Reunion in September.
Practices have already been scheduled and
our members are looking forward to the fellowship with our brothers in Lake Charles.
Our Chapter is honored by these invitations and to be able to assist our sister
Chapters and Valleys with performing the
Twenty-ninth Degree Scottish Knight of St.
Andrew-Patriarch of the Crusades. This is
the second of the Chivalric Degrees where
the value of humility, patience and self-denial are expressed. Three additional qualities of charity, clemency and generosity are
illuminated.
Fraternally,
Sam Owens
Knight Commander
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L:R - Ballard Smith 33° G.C. Personal Representative
presents Michael Darin West with his Master Craftsman Level III Certificate and lapel pin.

L:R - Ballard Smith 33° G.C. Personal Representative
presents Bradley Thomas Smith and James Douglas
Lea with their Master of the Royal Secret patents.

In Memoriam

Charles Crayton Barnes
Forrest Edward Blades
William Guest
August Eugene Hayden
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D. Blake Ford, 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2014 Membership Fees
are now past due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, August 20th
On The Road

FALL REUNION
Sept13-14
Wednesday, September 17th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, October 15th

Order of the Eastern Star Program

Wednesday, November 19th

Dr. Michelle Swift-Seniors’ Dentistry

Wednesday, December 17th

Election of Officers
Christmas Program
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

Personally Speaking
August and September will be busy
months for the Valley of Lake Charles.
August 15–17, our two “Fellows,” Brothers Quincy Gotte and Jeff Haley, will travel
to Washington, DC to attend a leadership
workshop. The “Fellows Workshop” is
designed to prepare potential leaders of
the fraternity with the skills and encouragement to return to the Valley and share
a vision for the future of how to make our
fraternity meaningful to every generation
of men.

The annual Bus Trip is scheduled for
Wednesday, August 20th. The meeting
will be at Harmony Lodge #410 in Eunice,
Louisiana. Brother Elton Blanchard and
his crew of guest chefs always provide a
great meal at 6:30 p.m. We will have a
short program at 7:00 p.m. and the meeting
will start at 7:30 p.m.
This year, the bus will start at the Lake
Charles Masonic Temple at 3:00 p.m. with
stops in Iowa at the VF Factory Mall, Jennings at the Old Holiday Inn, and Crowley
at the Rice Palace to pick-up members and
their ladies. The bus will go on to the University of Louisiana – Lafayette – BurkeHawthorne Hall to tour the Southwest
Louisiana Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinic. Through generous donations,
we will again bring new toys and games
for the children to have while visiting our
Clinic. The bus will leave the university
by 5:30 p.m. to arrive at Harmony Lodge
by 6:30 p.m. For those wanting to ride the
bus, please contact the Scottish Rite office
at (337) 436-1676 or email:
lcscottishritebodies@yahoo.com.
Our Fall Reunion on September 13 &
14, will be the Honorable Robert M. Goldsmith, 32° KCCH Class. Brother Goldsmith was a 50 year member of the fraternity who was engaged in many community
activities. He was a successful businessman who served on the Calcasieu Parish
Police Jury and many other community
leadership boards for many years. Active
in the degree work of the Scottish Rite, his
deep resonating bass voice is recorded for
a part in the 30th degree providing the correct pronunciation and translation of the
Hebrew words in that degree.
A member of Temple Sinai, Brother
Goldsmith would make arrangements for
the Scottish Rite to use the Temple facilities for activities when our building was
being repaired. On April 17th, Brother
Goldsmith passed away at the age of 87.
For his many accomplishments and faithful service to the nation, state, community and our Valley, we respectfully name
our Fall Reunion class in his memory. In
preparation for the Fall Reunion, all degree
masters will coordinate with Brother Greg
7

Bruce to schedule at least one practice. We
are conferring additional degrees this fall
as we staff new degree teams. Our goal is
to be able to confer all 29 degrees during a
reunion.
The program for our September 17
stated meeting will be the Feast of Tishri.
Brother Quincy Gotte is working to provide a very impressive open ceremony
that can be enjoyed and observed by our
members and guests. We have more activities planned for the Fall and will announce
those events in our next Trestleboard article.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative
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2014 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Thomas L. Kussmann 32° KCCH
Gerald H. Houston, 32° KCCH
James R.B. Golding, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Oscar Abshire, 32° KCCH
Elmer L. Edwards, 32° KCCH
Mount W. Newby, 32°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH
W. David McCoy, 32°
David W. Scritchfield, 32°

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

William W. Bailey, 32°
Lynwood C. Burkhalter, 32°
Terrell D. Fowler, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
Secretary All Bodies:
D. Blake Ford, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Elies J. Thibodeaux
Melvin Louviere
Avrel D. Jeansonne
Orellian J. Adams, Sr.
Ernest Magerstadt
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR1@bellsouth.net

2014 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, August 11th

Theme of a Scottish Rite Degree

Saturday, August 16th
Annual Widows Night

Monday, September 8th
Masonic Architecture

FALL REUNION
Monday, October 13th

Sept13-14

Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 10th

Veterans Day Program
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on
regular meeting days.

2014 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jeffery D. Maynor, 32°
A. Nicholas Auck, 32° KCCH
John L. Belanger, 33°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Richard L. Fox, 32°
H. George Scanland, 32°
R. Shane Marchand, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

James E. Wingate, 33°
J. Andrew Owen, 32°
Chester L. Finley, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Charles M. Powell 32°
W. Brian Harris, 32°
Frederic D. Denham, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°

Brethren, here we are now at mid-year
and I am happy to report the Valley is alive
and well. It has been a very exciting year
thus far. The Venerable Master and his line
of officers are working together and have
presented some very informative meetings.
In addition, we have had some visitors from
other Valleys who have offered eduactional
programs to our members. Brethren, this is
what we need to excel in, fellowship with
each other and with all of our Scottish Rite
Brothers across this great State of Louisiana.
On a personal note, your Secretary did
have major surgery on the 19th of June
with the replacement of a herniated disc in
my neck. The outpouring of love and support that was extended to me and my family was the best medicine I could possibly
have had. Thank you all for the prayers
and your concerns. Those prayers, visits
and phone calls meant so much during my
time of recovery and I am an example of
answered prayer. I am doing much better
now. The surgery seems to have relieved a
lot of my health issues that I have been experiencing for some time now.
Annual Widows Night will be held on
August 16th. Hopefully, all the Lodge
Secretarys have gotten together the ladies'
names for this wonderful annual event. It
means so much to them. Brethren, we will
need to make sure our ladies have transportation to the Scottish Rite. Please have
them arrive before 5:00 PM.
The September 8th Stated Communication will feature a Presentation on “Masonic Architecture”.
October 11th and 12th will be our joint
Reunion with The Valley of New Orleans.
Mark your calendars now. We are now
open for petitions for this special event.
Mark your calendars for the October
13th Stated Communication, which will
be an open meeting. We will celebrate
the Feast of Tishri. Bring your family and
friends and share this wonderful program
together including a meal.
We still have some brethren who have
not remitted their 2014 Dues. Please check
your Dues Card and make sure you have
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a current 2014 Plastic Card. If you have
had a change of address, phone number
or change of email address, by all means,
let the office know. The Office Number is
(225) 275–0668. The hours are Monday
through Friday from 9:00am until 1:00pm.
Stop on by and see us. We would love to
see friendly faces. From now until the end
of the year, we will be giving away free
smiles to everyone who comes by.
I am looking forward to seeing each
you at a Stated Meeting this year. Remember our Stated Communications are every
second Monday of the month at 7:30 pm.
We always have a light snack and refreshments before the meeting. On Special/
Open Meetings we have a full meal. You
may invite your friends and family members to join us.
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33º
General Secretary-Personal Representative

Venerable Master’s Message

This year really is going by rather
quickly; actually, it seems to be picking up
speed! It feels like Spring was just a few
short weeks ago, and yet now Fall and the
season for Reunions are almost upon us.
Many of you know that my maternal
Grandfather was a member of the craft in
Nevada. For many years he served as Senior Warden in the conferral of the 14th
Degree. I was unpacking a box of his Masonic papers recently and ran across a stash
of programs from reunions held at the Valley of Reno in the 1960s. Each one has his
signature across the front, and included
some notes about schedule, degree rehearsals, etc. It also contained, someplace in it,
short notes to himself about Brethren to
call reminding them to attend, Brethren to
get a petition to, or just Brothers he met in
the course of the day and wanted to remember to follow up with after the reunion. At
the time of these reunions he was running
a 400+ acre cattle ranch and serving as
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, yet
continued page 10

In Memoriam
Praise the Lord
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Facility Update

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH

Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2014 Membership Fees are past due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

Thursday, August 7th

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Through the efforts of several committed Brethren, over the space of two days,
the concrete, along the north side of the rear
patio, under the pavilion, was cut and jack
hammered out. That solved a longstanding drainage problem that had plagued the
building for years, often resulting in minor
flooding. In addition, plans have already
been prepared for a major project in the
front of the building that will solve some
equally serious drainage problems in that
area as well. As has been mentioned numerous times in the past, regular maintenance of the building has been postponed
for too long. Just watch the progress in so
many areas and, for those of you who are
so inclined, come out and help us; if you
are unable to do so, contribute some money
and earmark it for building maintenance
and improvement.

Special Moments

At a recent meeting of the Advisory
Committee, it was voted to change the way
that the monthly meals are handled. In the
future, when you receive your ROBO call
announcing the monthly meeting, the menu
for the meal will be given. When you arrive, on the night of the meeting, $10.00
per meal will be collected and you will
receive a ticket entitling you to that meal.
Over the years, we have been blessed with
an outstanding and dedicated kitchen crew,
the leader of the last crew being Marjorie
Joyner. They performed above and beyond
the call of duty and we laud and applaud
what you did. The Advisory Committee
felt that it was necessary, for a variety of
reasons, to choose a different direction. We
ask that all of you be patient as we implement this new system.

Regular Meeting

Thursday, September 4th
Empty Chair Degree

Thursday, October 2nd

Regular Meeting
The Advisory Conference meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 pm.

2014 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H. Glenn Jordan, 32°KCCH
Richard D. Mahoney, 32°KCCH
Leroy G. Stenzel, Jr., 32º KCCH

Advisory Conference Change

At the June meeting of the Advisory
Committee, it was voted to change the time
of the committee meeting. In the future,
the Advisory Committee will meet at 5:00
P.M. on the first Thursday of the month.
The meal will be served at 6:00 P.M. and
the meeting will begin promptly at 7:00
P.M.

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

C. Marcus Bailey, 32°
Scotty D. Adams, 32°
Oma Frank Lee, 32°KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Will P. Gray, 32°KCCH
E. Felton Vickers,32°
Richard L. James, 33°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

W. Bryan Price, 32°
Prentice L. Wallace, 32°
James Paul Smith, 32°

Venerable Master’s Message

At the May meeting, the brethren enjoyed an excellent report on the work of
our Speech and Hearing Clinic. Through
the efforts of two staff members and two
graduate students, numerous aspects of the
operation of the clinic were thoroughly explained and questions were received from
the floor. Since this is our major charity,
we should be very knowledgeable in its
work.
Several members have expressed an interest in a regular class to assist those who
desire to complete the Master Craftsman
program. If you are one of those, contact
either Glenn or LeRoy who will be glad to
assist you.
Fraternally,
H. Glenn Jordan, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam

David Lee Craighead
Sam Donald, Jr.
Marvin Fay Head
James Edward Traylor, Sr.

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH
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continued from previous column
New Orleans Valley News:

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley-Venerable Master’s Message:

A Message From The Venerable Master

he always took the time to not just attend, but to remember his
Brothers.
These short, quick notes in the margins or covers of reunion
programs remind me of why we call our conferral of the degrees
a Reunion. It is a coming together of Brethren who you might not
otherwise have the pleasure to meet and know. It's a homecoming
to allow each member to continue his search for more light in the
company of other good men, to help others and be helped by others, along that never ending quest for becoming the best version
of ourselves.
I hope that each of you are making plans to attend at least a
portion of our joint reunion with the Valley of New Orleans, to be
held on October 11th and 12th. I challenge each of you to make a
note in the margins or cover of your program. Think of a Brother's
name who you want to call and invite him to meet you there, or
the name of a Brother you think would benefit from the additional
Light the Scottish Rite has to offer.
Take care and I hope to see all of you at a Valley event soon! I
have a few notes to make myself. Until then I remain,
continued from page 7
Lake Charles Valley News:

August - September 2014

On Saturday July 12th, we held our Annual Family Day at the
Scottish Rite Temple. Thanks to all of the Knights of St Andrew
who turned out to make it the success that it was. We need to try
and make this bigger and better for next year. If anyone has any
ideas how to make this a better event, please let me know, so I can
pass it on to next year’s Knight Commander. Also, thanks to every
one of you that have helped make the meetings a more enjoyable
evening. Your simple act of helping an older member carry his
dinner plate to the table, or helping him by throwing his plate away
after he has finished eating, does not go unnoticed.
Remember, we want you to wear your unit shirt, cap and or kilt
to the meetings. Let’s show everyone how strong the Knights of
St Andrew are in the Valley of New Orleans. Anyone interested in
forming the 29th Degree team? Let me know.
Fraternally,
Eddie A. LeBoeuf, III, 32° KStA
Knight Commander

Fraternally yours,
Jeffery D Maynor, 32º
Venerable Master - Lodge of Perfection

Backdoor Lunch
KCCH Degree Team: Seated L:R - Chip Borne, Bill Mollere and Donald Freeze
1st Row L:R - Lloyd Jarreau, Charles Smith, Alan Tidwell, Ion Lazar, Lee Sands,
Clayton Wolfe and BJ Guillot
2nd Row L:R - Edward Reine, Ralph Rabalais, Anthony Radosti, Jay Pitre, Michael
Nastasi and John Williamson
3rd Row L:R - Michael Poll and Martin Reinschmidt

A Message From The Venerable Master

First let me offer a big tip of the hat to all of our brothers and
their ladies who have supported us as we travelled to some of the
lodges in the area these past 4 months. We have been down da
bayou, across the lake, on the west bank and out in Kenner, but
now we are back home for the rest of the year. So why not get a
group together and come to one of the meeting at your Scottish
Rite Temple.
Did you know that the City of New Orleans has changed its
rules for handicapped drivers using the parking meters? Effective
May 15th, if you have a handicapped license plate or a handicap
hanging tag that you put on your rear view mirror, you can now
park at any parking meter in the City of New Orleans for free for
all day. So, now you can drop by and keep our General Secretary
busy and earning his keep without having to feed the parking meter. Drop by and see him, he will be glad you stopped by.
Don’t forget our social evening with our brothers from San
Jose, CA on Tuesday September 23rd. Please let Brother Reinschmidt know that you plan to attend and how many will be in
your party.
Also, remember we will be holding a joint reunion with the
Valley of Baton Rouge on Saturday October 11th and Sunday October 12th. Get those petitions filled out and turned in!

The Backdoor Lunch, on the last Friday of January - October.
has 35 to 50 people in attendance. Bro Ray Moses prepares the
meal and the Ladies bring the deserts. Make plans to attend!
continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

Of Current Interest

Our Valley resumed regular meetings at our building on July
2nd, we enjoyed a delicious meal cooked by Brother and Chef Lee
Sands 32º KCCH, and served with the assistance of our Knights
of St. Andrew. The meeting included graduation announcements
for two of our members who successfully completed the Master
Craftsman Programs at Level I & III, respectively.
The evening continued with conferral ceremony of the Rank
and Decoration of Knight Commander of the Court of Honor for
Bro. Michael R. Poll. Bro. Poll’s family was in attendance and
was invited by SGIG Mollere 33º to take an active part in the capping ceremony. Our KCCH Conferral Team performed admirably and is to be commended for their hard work and dedication.
Bro. Poll, who is very active as a Masonic researcher, author, and
publisher deserve our sincere congratulations for this important
achievement and milestone in his Masonic career.
Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 33°

10

Fraternally,
Leon T. “Lee” Roberts, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master
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and I have found that they need to find a way to step down with no
ill will, so we meet and discuss the issues.
Unfortunately, to add fuel to the fire and grow the myth, all of
these retirement talks and replacement discussions have occured
during a meal – usually a luncheon meeting. A dear friend who is
now a Past Grand Master was moving up the Line in Grand Lodge
and was serving as a General Secretary in a Valley and asked me to
go to lunch where he asked to step down due to his Grand Lodge
responsibilities; he paid for lunch. He presented me with an excellent choice for his replacement. I reluctantly agreed to his request
for retirement, and to his offer to pay for lunch – the myth grew.
Once a very dear friend and Brother, who was very important to
this Orient, began to show signs of an illness that would slowly
rob him of his memory and the ability to perform his duties in
his Valley. While over a luncheon meeting, it was my very unpleasant duty to ask him to retire. He was very gracious but didn't
completely comprehend the reason because his illness was already
progressing. That day, I cried. That day, I didn't enjoy having to do
my job. It had to be done – and it was at lunch.
Over lunch, most of the requests to join the Leadership Team,
accept a job, have also occurred. Those are pleasant lunches. By
dessert, I have had a positive answer. Over lunch, if you listen and
observe, you can learn a great deal about people – sitting, talking,
and listening while dining. There is one important member of our
Leadership Team who doesn't eat the white meat of chicken – a
fact learned over lunch. Another member of the Team doesn't eat
lunch; so meeting with him at lunch occurs over dinner. We all
need to get to know even little things about each other better. The
opportunity to visit, talk, discuss, learn must never be missed. So
slowing down, taking some time, and having lunch together can be
a positive event.
Scottish Rite Masonry offers all of us many chances to grow–
Masonically certainly, but also personally, mentally, philosphically
and spiritually. I have found that while the myth of my "management style" centers around having lunch with a Brother, my ability
to grow in all of the areas mentioned increases when I can sit and
get to know my Brother.
We go to Lodge many nights and enjoy a meal, but it is a larger
group with little time to visit individually; several belong to one
of our Traditional Observance (TO) Lodges in Louisiana where
the "agape", Table Lodge, the meal following the meeting, is an
important part of the meeting, but again those events are a scripted
ritualistically observed meal with little free time for socializing.
So, meeting in a more relaxed time to visit is needed to grow us
as Brothers. The most pleasant memories in my Masonic life were
spent one-on-one while being coached as a candidate and later
coaching candidates almost always over coffee. Memories of sitting in the lobby or dining room during a Reunion and having coffee with a Brother waiting to get dressed for a Degree and visiting;
and then by having lunch with a Brother who has given a great deal
to Scottish Rite or who is getting ready to give a great deal to Scottish Rite. Whatever the occasion, perhaps each of us can sit, visit
and grow our Brotherhood one day soon; how about having lunch?
Never miss an opportunity to grow your Brotherhood, always do
your duty as a good Rose Croix Knight should, enjoy the fellowship of time well spent, perhaps during a good meal with a Brother,
and as always, thank you for being a Scottish Rite Mason.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“How About Having Lunch?”
Over the years it has been my honor to serve, first as Louisiana's Scottish Rite Deputy and, for a while now, as your Sovereign Grand Inspector General (SGIG). We have had an incredible
amount of talent working and serving along with me as a Leadership Team in our five Valleys and throughout this Orient. All
of these good Brothers on the Team have given their time freely
and shared their talents to improve Scottish Rite. While our Valley
General Secretaries receive an allowance, it is a small amount considering the time given and certainly vastly below what is today
considered the minimum wage for the hours worked. These Brothers labor many hours and do so daily because they love Scottish
Rite, Freemasonry, what they are doing, and you. The Personal
Representatives, Treasurers, Directors of Work who also compose
what is referred to as the "Leadership Team", serve without any
compensation – all for the love of Scottish Rite, Freemasonry,
what they are doing, and you. So to have this great group of talented Brothers all working together for you daily, meeting deadlines,
maintaining the meeting places, filing reports, planning events and
Reunions, calling Brothers, all leads me to hope that we are all attempting to do what is right for the Rite.
Over time, some of these Brothers on the Leadership Team get
tired; I tend to wear them out. Some Brothers request stepping
down from their jobs on the Leadership Team, some get ill, and
some reach an age which I have imposed as a mandatory "retirement age" – age 80. As I grow older, 80 doesn't seem old, but it
is the age that our Supreme Council uses as the retirement age
for SGIG's; so it was adopted by me for Louisiana's Leadership
Team's retirement age. A few Brothers on the Team have gone beyond "that" age, but I kept setting their clock back an hour.
Some members of our Leadership Team from time to time have
requested stepping down. But how do you, Brother-to-Brother, tell
someone that they need to step down from a job that they enjoy?
To leave a job that they love, some have given years of their lives
to performing that job and have performed well, and they have
made the job an important part of their lives – some have nothing
else important left in their lives other than to perform the job. How
do you tell a Brother, whom you respect and love, that it is time
to retire and let someone else step into the job? How do you keep
from hurting feelings, keeping someone from feeling that they are
no longer needed, saying "it is time for you to retire?" It is not easy,
but it has to be done, it is a part of my job. It has become a myth
within this Orient: "Don't accept an invitation to go to lunch with
Brother Bill; by dessert, he'll fire you!" Well, it doesn't work that
way – no one is fired. Several have been retired due to age. Several
have requested stepping down because of other duties at home or
with other groups. One or two have had health issues. In a very few
instances, the person realizes that the job is not suited for them,

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Fellows Conference
Louisiana Scottish Rite
Louisiana's Valleys will be sending
Childhood Learning Centers

some outstanding Brothers to Washington,
DC on Friday & Saturday, August 15-16
to attend the Fellows Conference. Over
the past number of years, we have benefited from the Fellows Program by having
Brothers return to their home Valleys and
bring new ideas, improved programs and
incredible enthusiasm. Those attending
this year will be:
Greg Avant - Baton Rouge
Evan Joel Edmondson - Monroe
Quincy Gotte - Lake Charles
Jeff Haley - Lake Charles
Eddie LeBoeuf, III - New Orleans
Andrew Owen - Baton Rouge
Thank you for supporting these Brothers who will attend, encourage them and
please welcome them back and allow them
to share their experiences and help grow
your Valley with all of your members

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

