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ing of the Scottish Rite degrees.
It is little known in our contemporary age, but, many secrets
concerning the mysteries of the
Scottish Rite Symbolic degrees
may also have been revealed by
the famous composer Mozart in
his opera called The Magic Flute
in 1791. Mozart first experienced Masonry joining the fraternity as an Entered Apprentice
in December of 1784 at "Beneficence" Lodge in Vienna (Zur
Wohltätigkeit). In 1785, he received the Fellow Craft and Master Mason degrees at "True Concord" Lodge (Zur wahren
Eintracht). See The Cambridge Mozart Encyclopedia by Cliff
Eisen, et al, p. 179 (Cambridge University Press, 2006). Masonry in Vienna differed from the rest of the world, however,
and practiced what was to be known as the Rectified or Strict
Observance Rite. This type of masonry utilized Knight Templar
themes and later incorporated Rosicrucian and other occult
practices involving alchemy and astrology. See Mozart and the
Enlightenment: Truth, Virtue and Beauty in Mozart's Operas
by Nicholas Till, p. 120-21 (W. W. Norton & Company, 1995).
Moreover, Mozart's lodge, Beneficence Lodge, enjoyed a membership consisting solely of Catholic freemasons who embraced
a less radical version of the "Age of Enlightenment" and who
fostered a healthy respect for religion as seen through the Light
of Reason. Id. at 124-27. Mozart actively participated in Vienna
masonry and also encouraged his father to join him in its mysteries. Mozart's last letter to his father in 1787 contains a hidden Masonic reference. See Mozart's Letters, Mozart's Life:
Selected Letters By Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart by Robert
Spaethling (edit. & trans.), p. 388 (W. W. Norton & Company,
2000). Mozart's love for the fraternity compelled him to compose many works for the fraternity and compositions with Masonic themes. Several known Masonic works by Mozart are
"Travel Companions" (K498), "O sacred bond" (K148), "Masonic Joy" (K471), "Masonic Music of Mourning" (K477),
"Flow this day, beloved brothers" (K483), "You, our new leaders" (K484), "You who honor the creator of the Infinite Universe" (K619), and "The Magic Flute" (K620). Of these, "The
Magic Flute" is his most widely known work that has transcended into our contemporary age. This opera has been performed from time to time in New Orleans and in other communities-it may even be in production now somewhere due to its
popularity. Yet, those who want to view it at their leisure may
do so using the Internet. For example, a very credible production of The Magic Flute now appears on YouTube as performed
by the Northwestern University's
continued on page 4

Mozart’s The Magic Flute: an Essential
Introduction to the Mysteries of the
Scottish Rite Symbolic Degrees
by

Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of New Orleans
No Scottish Rite mason can truly comprehend the mysteries of Freemasonry without studying the Scottish Rite symbolic degrees. Although the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
begins for most brothers with an initiation beginning at the
4th degree, the Scottish Rite Constitution of 1762 specifies
that the Scottish Rite degrees begin in the symbolic lodge which
practices its first three degrees. In Louisiana, we are very fortunate to have Scottish Rite Symbolic Lodges. Indeed, many of
our Scottish Rite Lodges once fell under Scottish Rite Jurisdictions and in governing bodies within the bosom of the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana in a Scottish Rite Symbolic Chamber that
practiced the Scottish Rite degrees in toto as a complete Order
from the very first degree through the last degree being the
thirty-third. Albert Pike is often attributed as having said that
masons cannot understand the higher degrees without a study
of the first three. The opposite
statement is also true. You cannot understand the higher degrees without having experienced or studied the first three
since they begin our esoteric
journey into the mysteries of the
Craft. As stated by Ill. Bro. Pike
in Morals & Dogma: "The Blue Degrees are but the outer portico of the Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there to
the Initiate, but he is intentionally mislead by false interpretation. It is not intended that he understand them, but it is intended that he shall imagine he understands them.Their true
explication is reserved for the Adepts, the Princes of Masonry.
The whole body of the Royal or Sacerdotal Art was hidden so
carefully...in the High Degrees, as that it is even yet impossible to solve many of the enigmas which they contain. It is
well enough for the many of those called Masons, to imagine
that all is contained in the Blue Degrees; and whoso attempts
to undeceive them will labor in vain, and without any true reward violate his obligations as an Adept. Masonry is the veritable Sphinx, buried to the head in the sands heaped round it
by the ages." (Morals & Dogma, p. 819). Albert Pike was so
influenced by the Scottish Rite Symbolic degrees that he devoted several books to the subject; see, e.g., Liturgy of the Blue
Degrees and Esoterika, the Symbolism of the Blue Degrees.
These books are highly recommended for a holistic understand1
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Editor:
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Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GSW
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

The budget should be balanced, the
Treasury should be ref illed, public
debtshould be reduced, the arrogance of
officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the assistance to foreign lands
should be curtailed lest Rome become
bankrupt. People must again learn to work,
instead of living on public assistance.
Marcus Tulius Cicero

Check Your Calendar
January 10
York Rite Workshop
February 11-15
Masonic Weekend
Washington DC
March 7-10
Grand Chapter/Council
Hammond
April 13-14
Grand Commandery
Hammond
October 4-6
Supreme Council
Washington DC

Protocol for Reception of Visitors
Scottish Rite protocol requires that “every principal Body of the Rite,” i.e., those
having a distinct constitutional existence,
must keep a Visitors Register in its anteroom. All visitors will record their names,
titles, or other pertinent information in this
book.
Honors are traditionally reserved for
accomplishments within the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite and are not paid to
anyone because of a dignity or office dependent on achievement outside the Rite,
except to the Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the State. A Brother must wear
his cap and may wear his chain, cordon,
and jewel to receive such honors. The Grand
Master is received with 8 lights, 8 swords,
and under an arch of steel. The Grand
Crosses of the Court of Honour, the Deputies commissioned by the Grand Commander, and all Inspectors General Honorary of the Thirty-third Degree, other than
those hereinafter mentioned, are received
with 8 lights, 8 swords, and under an arch
of steel.
All Sovereign Grand Inspectors General and Emeriti Members are Special Representatives of the Mother Supreme Council, and Active Members and Representatives of other Supreme Councils in Amity
with this Jurisdiction’s Supreme Council
will receive a formal salutation of 9 lights
and 9 swords under an arch of steel with
swords clashing and mallets beating.
The reception of a Grand Commander
of another Jurisdiction, or a Past Grand
Commander of any Jurisdiction, requires
10 lights and 10 swords under an arch of
steel, swords clashing and mallets beating.
As a mark of special respect, the sovereign
Grand Commander of the Mother Supreme
Council, or his Special Delegate or Proxy,
shall be received with 11 lights and 11
swords under an arch of steel, swords clashing and mallets beating.
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You cannot help the poor by destroying
the rich. You cannot strengthen the weak
by weakening the strong. You cannot bring
about prosperity by discouraging thrift.
You cannot lift the wage earner up by pulling the wage payer down. You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting
class hatred. You cannot build character
and courage by taking away men’s initiative and independence. You cannot help
men permanently by doing for them what
they could and should do for themselves.
Abraham Lincoln

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Communication 2009
Alexandria
February 7-8
Honors Breakfast
Feb 8
Foundation Annual Meeting
Orient of Louisiana
Leaderhip Certification Conference
Monroe
January 24
Conference of the Orient
Monroe
April 25
Reunions
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

May 9
April 4-5
April 18-19
March 7-8
May 2
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarships
The Foundation is proud to announce
the following speech and language scholarships for 2008. These $1,250.00 awards
are given to graduate students working
toward a Masters Degree in speech pathology.
Hammond
Holly C Smith
Emlie R Scianna
Monroe
Alison L Tugwell
Samantha K Mathis
Lauren Cross
The Foundation’s D. Walter Jessen
Civil Engineering Scholarship provided
$2,000.00 scholarships to two students
attending Louisiana Tech in Ruston.
Brandon E Keck-Bossier City
Ashley M Cummins-Stonewall

Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
D Walter Jessen Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Mrs. Barbara Klein
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC
Boudreaux Trahan
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
To the Foundation
Richard G. Cotton
H. Edward Durham
Charles H. Coppedge, Jr.
Ralph C. Payne
Larry B. Ledbetter, Sr.
Clyde Strout
James T. Wiggins
John B. May
Frank P. Robison
Charles F. Jackson
John W. Walker
Brian S. Canfield
Edward L. Lamb
John T. Scott
Billy M. Dearing
Hugh W. McCullough
Jesse Boyd, Jr.
John M. Dark
William R. Boggess
continued next column

Donations continued:

Donations continued:

Donald W. Hathaway
Paul M. Plummer
Thomas R. Brewton
Ansel M. Stroud, Jr.
Harold K. Chamberlain
Jerry E. Temple
James C. Davis
James E. Gott
Carl H. Hines
Jason McLaughlin
John V. Bonnette
Joseph E. Moore
Palmer R. Long
Harry C. Adams
Patrick Collard
Charles O. Glover
John B. May
Frank P. Robison
Charles F. Jackson
John W. Walker
Brian S. Canfield
Edward L. Lamb
John T. Scott
Charles O. Glover
Oscar C. LaBorde
Robert Southern
Red River Council Nr. 52
Coushatta Chapter 102 RAM
Silent Brotherhood Lodge Nr. 146

In Memory of Lee C Hornsby
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies
In Memory of Robert B Smith, Jr.
Lake Charles Lodge #165
Richard B Smith
Harold H Young
In Memory of Donnaud B Williams
Hershel S. Robinson
In Memory of L. Clark Grey
Hershel S. Robinson
In Memory of Isadore “Beau”
Greenwald
Herhel S Robinson
In Memory of Courtland E Hathaway
Dr. & Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Jesse L Carter, Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Carolyn L Pence
Calvin L Elliott
George & Louise McAnn
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In Memory of Carolyn L Pence
Naresh Sharma
Robert Hutchinson
Kenneth R Barnes
John L Atkinson
H Edward Durham
Mr & Mrs. Lewis Doherty, III

Foundation Updates
The Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation's fiscal year ended June 30th
with excellent results, as did each of the
five Learning Centers. On a sad note
however, Ms Norma Johnson who supervised the learning center at Monroe for
the University of Louisiana at Monroe
retired in June. Norma did a most outstanding job for both the Foundation and
University. We miss her and wish her the
very best in her retirement. The university has placed Ms. Donna Thomas in that
position.
Smith Pugh & Company, LLP, Certified Public Accountants are in the process of conducting the annual audit and
results when received will be reported.
The following is a listing of the expenses and expenditures of the Foundation from July 1. 2007 to June 30, 2008:
Speech Centers:
$71,417.50
Scholarships: (Speech)
35,500.00
Scholarships:(Engineering)
6,002.00
Management in general:
13,043.00
Total Expenses:
$125,962.50
John L. Atkinson, 33 ° G.C.
President
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in marriage. Upon seeing each other at Sarastro's court, Tamino
and Pamina fall in love and embrace. Sarastro will allow them
to marry only if they survive several trials of ordeal at the
Temple. Sarastro also refuses to return them to the Queen of
the Night claiming that she has superimposed "superstition"
upon the people. Sarastro then sings a blessing upon Tamino
and Pamina asking Isis and Osiris to bless them should they
meet death during the trial. Papageno also chooses to undergo
the trials saying that he will do so in exchange for a wife, but
he refuses any gift of wisdom especially if he must undergo
hardship to obtain it. He is promised a wife, his perfect opposite, Papagena. Tamino and Papageno undergo several trials of
silence as tempted by the allure of women. Papageno questions the trials of silence but remains steadfast.
Tamino is also forced to remain silent during the ordeal
even when approached by his true love, Pamina, who believes
that Tamino's silence means that he no longer loves her-this
compels her to attempt suicide
which is halted by the intervention of the three guides who take
her to Tamino. Earlier, Pamina
is visited by the Queen of the
Night who gives her a dagger
with which to kill Sarastro.
Monostatos discovers the plot
and attempts to blackmail
Pamina with this information,
Alchemical Trail by Fire

continued from front page
Mozart’s Magic Flute:

music depar tment: Mozar t's The Magic Flute Act 1
(tinyurl.com/59dghy); Mozart's The Magic Flute Part 2
(tinyurl.com/6254ok). The opera as performed by Northwestern University's music department lasts a bit over two hours,
but, is worth viewing to experience the opera's mysteries.
Mozart's "The Magic Flute" offers a veiled window into
the mysteries of the Rosicrucian influenced degrees practiced
in Vienna during Mozart's participation in the fraternity in
1791. Many theories abound regarding the esoteric and Masonic content of this opera and one should view it through esoteric eyes of the Rosicrucian legends and the window of Freemasonry to fully understand the story. The opera begins by
showing us a young prince, Tamino, who has been cast into a
strange fantasy world where
he encounters a dragon that
attacks him. He falls unconscious from the attack, but
three muses who are servants of the Queen of the
Night arrive in time to slay
the dragon-they also become enchanted with him
and fight over who should
have him, but they decide
Alchemical Dragon

to depart failing to reach any agreement. When he awakens,
he encounters Papageno, a strangely clad man who wears feathers and who catches birds for Queen of the Night's three muses
in exchange for food and wine. Papageno tells Tamino that he
defeated the dragon, but the three muses return catching
Papageno in a lie. They muzzle him with a
strange magical lock placed over his mouth
compelling his silence. While enamored with
Tamino themselves, they show him a portrait of the Queen of the Night's daughter,
Pamina, with whom he instantly falls in love.
They inform Tamino that Pamina has been
captured by Sarastro, an elderly magus, who
lives in a mysterious palace adjacent to a
Temple consisting of Gates of Nature, Reason, and Wisdom. The Queen of the Night
appears and demands that Tamino rescue her

but Pamina refuses his advances. The scene changes from the
Temple of Ordeal to the Pyramids where Papageno encounters
an old woman who changes into the young and beautiful
Papagena, his esoteric opposite. However, priests chase her
away. Papageno and Papagena
later reunite when Papagino uses
the magic bells to summon her.
Tamino and Pamina, now reunited
by the three boy guides, arrive at
a rocky waterfall and a cavern of
fire where they are tested by trials
of water and fire. They pass these
trials using the magic flute that
Alchemical Trail by Elements

Pamina reveals was carved by her father from an ancient oak
tree. The Queen of the Night and Monostatos arrive and attempt to destroy Sarastro's temple but they are cast into the
eternal dark by Sarastro’s magic. The opera ends with Sarastro
congratulating them for having survived the ordeals. He admits them into the Temple and thanks the gods. For an assessable English translation of The Magic Flute in prose, please
see The Magic Flute By Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart by Edward
Joseph Dent (translator) (1911). For a very brief summary,
also see Two Hundred Opera Plots by Gladys Davidson, p. 247
(1911).
Those familiar with the Scottish Rite Symbolic degrees,
especially the Scottish Rite's Entered Apprentice degree, will
recognize the similarities between our unique Scottish Rite rituals and the themes and symbols that are portrayed during The
Magic Flute. Among the arcane esoteric themes portrayed, the

Papageno

daughter from Sarastro. In return, the Queen of the Night
pledges to allow Tamino to marry Pamina if he rescues her. To
assist Tamino with the rescue, the Queen of the Night equips
Tamino with three boys as guides and a magic flute-she also
gives Papageno magic bells. They both use these magical instruments to escape danger and to summon strange creatures.
When Tamino reaches Sarsastro's palace and the Temple, he
approaches the Gates of Nature and Reason where invisible
voices tell him to "Go back!" When Tamino arrives at the Gate
of Wisdom, a priest convinces him that Sarastro is noble and
wise and Tamino decides to become his disciple. These encounters include an interaction with Sarastro's servent,
Monostatos, a moor, who also secretly desires Pamina's hand

continued on page 13
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2009 Membership Fees are due
by December 31, 2008
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications

7:30 PM

Wednesday, December 3rd
Traditional Holiday Celebration
Esoteric Lecturer-St. John’s Day
Refreshments

Wednesday, January 7th
Anniversary of the Valley of New Orleans
Lecture-Valley’s Building

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew are planning our annual Robert Burns Supper.
Last year's celebration garnered the attention of the House of the Temple which
published pictures of our event on its
National website. We hope that this year's
celebration will offer us the same success.
As many of the brethren already know,
Robert Burns is considered the poet laureate of Scotland and the unofficial poet
of Freemasonry. Bro. Burns was dedicated to the Craft by evidence of his participation and his literary works written
about Freemasonry. The House of the
Temple hosts a large collection of his
works consulted by literary scholars from

continued previous column
Knightly News:

continued previous column
Recent Valley News:

around the world. They also honor him
by maintaining a room and library dedicated to his research. This year's Knights
of St. Andrew Robert Burns Supper will
be held on the weekend of his birthday
on either Saturday, January 24th or Sunday, January 25th. Many of our Knights
attend the dinner in full Scottish Regalia-kilts and all. We will also be issuing
invitations to join the Knights of St. Andrew to the worthy dedicated workers in
the Valley. If you would like to join our
merry band in honoring the Bard of Scotland, then please contact Lloyd Hebert or
me for more information.

the Valley's building received following
Hurricane Gustav. Bro. Thompson urged
the brethren to consider donating funds
for repairs and restoration of our historic
building.
On November 5th the Valley celebrated the Thanksgiving Holiday with a
fine meal. All in attendance enjoyed the
festivities and fellowship enjoyed. The
Valley and its brethren thanked the
G.A.O.T.U. for the bounty provided to our
Fraternity and its members for the year
of 2008. Both the opening and closing
prayers expressed this thanks and devotion with beautiful expressions and offerings. We all certainly have much with
which to be thankful and we honor our
Creator for his Divine Providence and the
blessings bestowed upon our Fraternal
brotherhood. The Valley also celebrated
the anniversary of our historic building
by reading the minutes description its
dedication

S&F,
Bro. Guy Wilson 32º, KSA.

Recent Valley News
On October 1st the Valley celebrated
the obligatory Feast of Tishri. All enjoyed
good fellowship and a fine meal whereupon the Venerable Master of the Knights
of St. Andrew, Bro. Guy T. Wilson, 32º,
KSA, lead the traditional toasts by his
good fellows of the KSA. After the toasts,
our Venerable Master, Bro. Ion Lazar, 32º
KCCH, presented a moving lecture on the
importance of the Feast of Tishri to the
Scottish Rite. Bro. Lazar also offered several theories regarding the Feast of
Tishri's possible esoteric meanings as interpreted by several branches of the Ancient Western Mystery traditions and as
offered by traditional Biblical history.
Later, the Valley opened the Lodge of
Perfection in full regalia as performed by
the members of the 14th Degree Team
under the direction of Bro. Warren A.
Hintz, Jr., 32º KCCH who assumed the
role of acting Venerable Master. Bro.
Hintz delivered a dramatic performance
of the 14th Degree obligation and re-obligated all Scottish Rite masons in attendance. The Valley also received a report
by Bro. Ray Thompson 32º KCCH of the
New Orleans Scottish Rite Foundation
who described the extensive damage that

continued next column

continued next column
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From the Secretary’s Desk
I want to remind the brethren that the
election of our Valley's officers will take
place on January 7th. All brethren in good
standing with 2009 dues cards are encouraged to attend the election to support
and elect the Valley's leaders for the upcoming year.
The dues notices from the Supreme
Council have been mailed and perhaps some
have their dues cards enclosed. Note that
although you have your card, it is also a
notice for 2009 dues payment.
As you receive your dues notices, please
note that there are important blank spaces
that would greatly help the Valley Secretary, i.e. Phone numbers, wife’s name, econtinued on page 14

In Memoriam
Warren Joseph Nunez 32°
Elvin Lewis Oglesby, 32°
James Francis Osborne, Jr., 32°
Josephy Ulrick, 32°
William Franklin Wells, Jr., 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Knights of St. Andrew
2008 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

E Allen Kelly, 32° KStA
Carey C Allison, 32º KStA
Joseph E Moore, 32º KStA
John F Ayer, 32° KStA

From The Secretary’s Desk
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

John Atkinson, 33° G.C. is asking that
you check your wallet and see if you have
your current 2008 dues card. John
wanted to let everyone know dues for the
Valley for 2009 will be $75.00. Have you
thought about Perpetual Membership?
It's a great program that guarantees the
future of the Valley. If you have changed
your address, phone numbers, including
e-mail address please let the office know,
so we may communicate with you.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, December 9th
Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Election & Installation of Officers

Tuesday, January 13th
Regular Meeting

April 4th-5th

6:30 PM

Spring Reunion

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

2008 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Robert L LaBorde, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Junior Warden:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33º
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stanford L Jensen., 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Charles F Jackson, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles E Shearer, 33º
Preceptor:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

continued previous column
Master Craftsman:

Michael Ironsmith, 32° KCCH have completed the curriculum. Contact Bro
Atkinson if you are interested in enrolling or just want additional information.

Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation Gifts
In Memory of Jean Caldwell
Ken Caldwell
In Memory of Jane Bazzell
Ballard L Smith
Donations
H. Edward Durham
Joe W. Miot, Jr.
Gayle K Hamilton
James B. Tuck
Alvin W. Magee
Evie F. Young, Jr.

Fall Reunion
An Urgent Matter
One hundred thirty-six members of
the Shreveport Scottish Rite Valley have
not paid their 2008 dues. Our by-laws
state that members who have not paid
their current year dues by December 31,
2008 are to be suspended. Receipts from
dues is the major source of our funds for
our annual budget. If there is a mistake
in the 2009 dues notice you received, or
any questions please call the office call
the Office at 318-221-9713 or e-mail us
at sratkinson@bellsouth.net. We can ill
afford the loss of 136 member.

Master Craftsman Program
The Valley now has twenty one members enrolled in program, which offers
members an opportunity to immerse
themselves in the Rite’s history and moral
lessons of the Degrees.
Ballard L. Smith, 33° Personal Representative, Samuel S. Cannon, 32°, T.
Patrick Dickson, 32° KCCH, E. Louis
McGee, 33° Director of Work, and E.
6

Shreveport Scottish Rite Bodies held
their fall reunion on September 27 & 28,
with a class of seven candidates and conferring a total of twenty degrees. We began at 7:30 on Saturday morning with
registration and orientation and the
fourth degree beginning at 8:30 AM. We
finished the 21st Degree and the events
planned for Saturday at 6 pm.
Sunday morning we started the 24th
degree at 8:00 PM, followed by the 26th,
continued on page 10

I N M EMORIAM
T.J. Fulkerson, 32º
Thomas Cortez Page, Jr., 32º
Daniel Paul Willis, 32º, KCCH
Willis Lane Sterling, Sr., 32º
Charles Edward Raney, 32º
James D. Odom, 32º
Charles E. Watson, 32º
Neal Shaver, 32º
Poole Rogers 32º
Druce A. Chapman,32º
Robert V. Roberts, 32º, KCCH
Aubrey L. Osburn, 32º
Walter A. Merritt, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2008 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jimmy H Leger, 32 ° KCCH
C Clifford Heath, 32º KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth V Michel, 32° KCCH
John C Butterick, 32º
Allen R Fruge, 33°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2009Membership fees are due
December 31, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, December 17th
Election of Officers
18° Conferral

Wednesday, January 21st
Installation of Officers
30° Conferral

Wednesday, February 18th
32° Conferral

Wednesday, March 18th
Presentation of all Masonic Bodies

Thursday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

Wednesday, April 15th
Presentation to honor Public Officials

Spring Reunion
April 18-19
Wednesday, May 20th
deMolay Ceremony of Light & Flowers

Wednesday, June 17th
Masonic Heroes

Commander:
Archie E Hickman, Jr., 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
William B Powell, 32º KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: C Clifford Heath, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
Donald R Veret, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Murry C “Bo” House, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°

Fall Reunion
As Hurricane Ike cancelled our Fall
Reunion, we debated the best course for
rescheduling. The calendar for the remainder of the year was not favorable for
any weekend.
In September a decision was made to
offer one degree during our monthly meeting, immediately following the business
meeting. This was the first time we have
tried this schedule. We conferred the 4th
and 14th Degrees in October and November, respectively. The remaining degree
schedule is:
18° December 17th
30° January 21st
32° February 18th
Our regular reunion schedule will resume with the Spring Reunion on April
18-19.

Personally Speaking
At the time of this writing, Lake
Charles Scottish Rite Bodies have just
completed hosting a successful Conference of the Orient for Scottish Rite leaders from throughout the state of Louisiana, and the annual Family Day for our
local brethren and their families. Both
were great opportunities for fellowship
and time well spent reflecting on the
many ways family and friends positively
impact our lives.
For our stated communication in
January, we will install our officers in all
four bodies for the 2009 year. The investment committee will be meeting with our
money managers earlier that day to recap the turbulent times we are currently
experiencing in the financial markets and
plot a strategy for the future. That
evening, we will confer the thirtieth degree on the candidates from our fall 2008
reunion.
On January 23-24, the principal officers of each Scottish Rite Body will attend the annual leadership workshop in
Monroe. This is an on-going training
program that is aimed at building leadership skills for these officers to effectively operate our Scottish Rite Bodies.
These skills can likewise be very useful
in our Blue Lodges and other appendant
bodies.
In Febr uar y, our own Illustrious
Brother Jules Frederick "Jeff" Webb, 33°
will be elevated to the office of Grand
Master of Masons in the State of Louisiana. Brother Webb has been a dedicated
worker in Masonry for many years. He
continued on page 14

I N M EMORIAM
Billy Jo Jones, 32°
Charles Taylor Van Metre, Jr., 32°
Merritt Valerian Sweeney, 32°
Isadore Greenwald, 32°
Joe Lavera Barrett, 32°
Lloyd Clark Gray, 32°
Lee Collins Hornsby, 33°
Herman John Chauffe, 32°
Eddie Marshall Farris, 32°
William Arthur Gamble, 32°

Wednesday, July 15th
Carl Cludey Masonic Play

Wednesday, August 19th
Annual Charter out of town trip

Fall Reunion
September 12-13
Wednesday, September 16th
Honor Past Venerable Masters & 50
Year members
Back Door Lunch: 4th Friday of every
month, beginning on January 30th.
7

Scottish Rite

KEEP MOVING FORWARD

Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2008 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Jimmie A Galloway, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Ricks M Bowles, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
A Nicholas Auck , 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GJW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Marshall L Woodard, 32°
Charles R Peabody, 32º KCCH
Robert T Canzonire, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David M Wallace, 32° KCCH
G Eugene Cagle , 32°
William E Womack, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:

2009 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE

Master of Kadosh: Wayne M Mitchell, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Preceptor:
Brian L Watson, 32º KCCH
Treasurer to All Bodies
Ben F Melanson, 33°

CALENDAR OF E VENTS

Personal Representative Notes

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, December 8th
Election of Officers

Monday, January 12th
Installation of Officers

Monday, February 9th
Shane Crump presents Masonic Working
Tools

Spring Reunion
Monday, March 9th

March 7-8

7th Degree presentation

Thursday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

Sunday, April 12th
Easter Service

Monday, April 13th
Chapter of Rose Croix conducts meeting

Monday, May 11th
Council of Kadosh conducts meeting

Monday, June 8th
21st Degree presentation

Monday, July 13th
25th Degree presentation

Monday, August 10th
28th Degree presentation

Monday, September 14th
Feash of Tishri - KCCH Club & KStA
conducts ceremony

Fall Reunion
Monday, October 12th

October 4-5

Danny Smith presents 8th Degree

Greetings Brethren. If my friends
would have told me I would have so much
fun, I would have retired earlier. I have
had the opportunity to attempt to call all
the brethren in the Baton Rouge Scottish
Rite. It has been satisfying and discouraging as many members have had some
difficult times but satisfying in that I've
had the opportunity to talk to some old
friends and help a few new ones.
The year 2008 is ending and 2009 is
beginning. Installation of officers will be
at our regular meeting on January 12th.
A new group of officers in the four bodies is taking charge and are looking at a
great year under the leadership of Ricks
Bowles 32º KCCH who will be Venerable
Master of the Lodge of Perfection. We
need you to be a part of the valley and
attend some of the meetings. If we could
get 10% of our members to attend meetings, we would have 100 brothers at each
meeting.
Brethren, anyone who knows me,
knows of my strong family ties. Masonry
is a family affair also and many treat it
as such. Recently we lost some key players in this Masonic family when Mrs.
Carolyn Pence, wife of Ill. Lloyd Pence,
33° died. Carolyn and Lloyd Pence were
a team and were leaders in our Masonic
family as well as their own family, church
and community. Their absence is felt at
continued next column
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continued from previous column
Personal Representative:

every meeting. We also lost Mrs. Selma
Geiger, wife of Emanuel Geiger. Regardless of the type of Masonic meeting, Mrs.
Selma and "Manny" were in attendance
and served as head of so many Masonic
organizations. To the entire Pence family and to Emanuel and the entire Geiger
family, our prayers and condolences to all
in this loss we have all sustained and May
God keep you all cradled in his arms.
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

From the Secretary’s Desk
I would once again like to remind and
encourage all members who have not yet
paid their 2008 dues to do so quickly. According to Supreme Council Statutes, we
must suspend members who have not paid
the current years dues by December 2008.
You should already received your dues
notice for 2009. If you have not paid your
2008 dues, it will show on this dues notice
that you owe dues for 2008 and 2009. My
Brothers, it saddens us to have to suspend
any member so please bring your dues upto-date and keep them current.
Update on our facilities—Hurricane
Gustav knocked down a couple of trees and
they fell over our fence, causing some damage. A piece of siding was blown off and we
had slight damage on the corner of the roof
of the main building.
We have installed a new security system and painted the kitchen in the main
building. We are trying to remodel to provide a building our members can be proud
to support.

Fraternally
Bev Guilliot, 33°
Secretary
continued on page 12

In Memoriam
Lamar Noble Coxe, 32°
Harry H Gabriel, Jr., 32°
Wiley Seville Noble, 32°
James Oliver White, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Monroe Has A First

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2009 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, December 4th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Annual Christmas Party
25 & 50 Year Certificate Awards
Installation of Officers

The Scottish Rite in Monroe is very
proud of its membership, but is extremely
proud of one of its own! Most Worshipful Grand Master, Lloyd E. Hennigan,
33° is the source of the pride. As most of
you know, the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies have encouraged its membership to
participate in the Master Craftsman Program. This program is an excellent educational program that is designed to help
its members become more aware of the
meaning of each degree and the lessons
taught in the degrees. Ill: Brother
Hennigan is the "First" sitting Grand
Master to complete the lessons and exams that earn him the title of "Master
Craftsman". Congratulations Most Worshipful Grand Master Hennigan!! We
now have another reason to be exceptionally proud of you!

Thursday, January 1st
No Meeting

Dark

Thursday, February 5th
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

What Should I, As a Mason, Do?
The duty of man is not a wilderness
of turnpike gates, through which he is to
pass by tickets from one to the other. It is
plain and simple, and consists but, of two
points - his duty to God, which every man
must feel; and, with respect to his neighbor, to do as he would be done by.
Thomas Paine-Author

M:W: Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., 33 ° GM receives
Master Craftsman Certificate from R: W: Woody
D. Bilyeu, 33 ° Personal Representative GSW
Editor’s note: M: W: Hennigan is the ONLY sitting
Grand Master to have completed the course.

Tenent vs Tenant
Compasses vs Compass
While I realize that it may not be
important to lots of the Brethren, it is to
some of us. The "it" I am referring to is
the use of the word tenant when referring to the principle of Masonry that we
as Masons hold as part of our dogma or
doctrine. According to the dictionary,
tenant is one who occupies lands or
houses for which he pays rent, a renter.
9

continued previous column
Tenent vs Tenant:

The word tenet is described as: a principle, doctrine, opinion or dogma. In referring to the foundations of Masonry, the
correct word is tenet.
Another common usage is the singular form of the word compass. A compass
is an instrument for telling direction
while the plural…compasses, is an instrument for prescribing circles. In my little
rural lodge, in which I was raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, it was
emphasized that, the correct form was
compasses, the plural form because the
instrument had two legs, one or both of
which could be elevated above the Square
as a symbol of advancement through the
degrees.

December at Monroe Valley
On December 4th, at 6:00 pm the
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will have
their Annual Christmas Party instead of
the usual dinner before the regular meeting. At this time, the Ladies (and Brethren) always bring their favorite recipe and
this makes for a delicious Pot-luck dinner. Everything from meat to dessert.
Scrumptious!
After the Pot-luck, the Brethren go
into the Lodge room for their regular
meeting (business), and election of officers for 2009, then the Ladies and guests
are invited in and they witness the installation of officers for the ensuing year. This
part of the meeting is always an open
meeting to allow the spouses and children
to see their loved ones installed into office, thereby letting the family know that
their support is very important to the
membership.
continued on page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Davis Cleveland Bennett, Jr., 32°
Charlie Wade Carter, 32°
Owen Eugene Cobb, 32°
Leverett Kyle, 32°
Edward Lester Little, 32°
James Roy Nutt, 32°
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continued from previous column
Monroe Valley News-Master Craftsman:

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News:

the Supreme Council is having to reorder the Scottish Rite
Ritual Monitor and Guide from the printer and will again be
able to process orders for the Master Craftsman program.

The Mousetrap
A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to see the
farmer and his wife open a package. "What food might this
contain?" The mouse wondered - he was devastated to discover it was a mousetrap. Retreating to the farmyard, the
mouse, proclaimed the warning. "There is a mousetrap in the
house! There is a mousetrap in the house!" The chicken clucked
and scratched, raised her head and said, "Mr. Mouse, I can
tell this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no consequence
to me. I cannot be bothered by it." The mouse turned to the
pig and told him, "There is a mousetrap in the house! There is
a mousetrap in the house!" The pig sympathized, but said, "I
am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but there is nothing I can do
about it but pray. Be assured you are in my prayers," The mouse
turned to the cow and said, "There is a mousetrap in the house!
There is a mousetrap in the house!" The cow said, "Wow, Mr.
Mouse, I'm sorry for you, but it's no skin off my nose." So, the
mouse returned to the house, head down and dejected, to face
the farmer's mousetrap alone. That very night a sound was
heard throughout the house - like the sound of a mousetrap
catching its prey. The framer's wife rushed to see what was
caught, in the darkness, she did not see it was a venomous
snake whose tail the trap had caught. The snake bit the farmer's
wife. The farmer rushed her to the hospital, and she retuned
home with a fever. Everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh
chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard
for the soup's main ingredient. But his wife's sickness continued, so friends and neighbors came to sit with her around the
clock. To feed them, the farmer butchered the pig. The farmer's
wife did not get well, she died. So many people came for her
funeral; the farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide enough
meat for all of them. The mouse looked upon it all from his
crack in the wall with great sadness.
So, the next time you hear someone is facing a problem
and think it doesn't concern you., remember - when one of us
is threatened, we are all at risk. We are all involved in the
journey called life. We must keep an eye out for one another
and make an extra effort to encourage one another.
REMEMBER: Each of us is a vital thread in another
person's tapestry; our lives are woven together for a reason.
One of the best things to hold onto in this world is a
FRIEND!

Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33 °

Venerable Master Griggs presents Master Craftsman Certificates to C. Ed
Collins, 32 °, M:W: Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., 33° Grand Master, R: W: Woody
D. Bilyeu, 33 ° Grand Senior Warden and Personal Representative.

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News-Fall Reunion:

28th and the30th degrees, ending at 11:30 for church services
conducted Rev Bob Salts, 32° KCCH. After lunch, the 31st
and 32nd degrees were conferred and we concluded the ritual
work at 4 pm. Presentation of dues cards, copies of Bridge To
Light and 32° Jewels were made to the members of the class.
Our Fall Class candidates and newest Masters of the Royal
Secret are: James B. Brooks of H D Anderson Lodge #320,
John C. Dougherty, III of Jefferson Lodge #38, Chad C. Driskell
of Joppa Lodge #362, Jerry H. Howell of Leesville Lodge #240,
Kurt Duane Howes of Joppa Lodge #362, Daniel C. McGuire
of Atkins Lodge #266 and John F. Knox of W H Booth Lodge
#380.
Fraternally
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Director of Work

Knightly News

From: Keystone Koments - Wichita High Twelve Club

Master Craftsman Program
Monroe’s participation in the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Program is a source of pride in our Valley. Upon completion of the course the member is provided a lapel pin and certificate from Supreme Council. During his regular meetings,
Venerable Master Challie B. Griggs, 32° KCCH encourages
members to partake of this successful educational curriculum.
Special emphasis is afforded to recognize a member that has
completed the program. Due to the overwhelming response,
continued next column
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Sir Knight Commander E. Allen Kelly and the Chapter recently supported the Valley in all aspects of the reunion. The
Chapter also conducted a Squiring Ceremony and inducted three
new Squires: Johnny C. Byrd, John D. Autry and Gary T.
Rushworth, Sr.
If you are interested in joing the Knights of St. Andrew, are
dedicated to service and eager to participate, talk to any Knight
about joing our growing ranks.
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CENTER NEWS
Southeastern Louisiana Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Currently at the Southeast Region Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center, we are serving 6 children with speech and
language needs, whose diagnoses span Down Syndrome, Phonological Processing Disorder, Articulation and Language delays, and Childhood Apraxia of Speech. The two scholarship
recipients for the fall 2008 semester are graduate students
Emilie Scianna of Ocean Springs, MS and Holly Smith of
Ponchatoula, LA.
In addition, the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation was
recognized for their great contribution to the university at our
recent Homecoming celebration for doners.
Our new administrator is Larry W. Jacobson. He is a member of New Orleans Valley and lives in Hammond. He has
been a great support, and we are happy to have him, after losing Charles Williams over the summer.
Aimee Adams, Clincial Supervisor-Center Coordinator
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders
SeLU

continued from previous column
Baton Rouge Center:

made his visit. We did not have any damage to the Center, however we lost power for several days. We have 12 very energetic young
children who enjoy coming to the Center.

Joe A Stroud, 33 °
Center Adminsitrator

L:R Robert J. Hutchinson 33 ° Personal Representative, W: Jimmie D.
Duncan, WM 32° and Joe A. Stroud, 33 °

Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
Cards of Thanks
Thank you so very much for your scholarship award for the Fall Semester at UlM. The money is greatly appreciated, not only by me but my parents.
Sincerely
Clint Hairston
I wanted to write and personally thank you for the opportunity to provide therapy through the Scottish Rite Foundation. I enjoyed working in your
facility on University Avenue, as well as working with the young clients. I
saw progress in the children I provided therapy and hope that I will hear of
their continued progress. Once again, thank you for the scholarship. It was a
priveledge and an honor to be associated with the Scottish Rite. If my uncle
and grandfather were here, they too would be proud. This is a reason it has
meant so much to me!
Sincerely,
Alison Lauree Tugwell
L:R Dr. Donnie Booth (Dean of College of Nursing and Health Sciences),
Dr. Jaqueline Guendouzi, Dr. Paula Currie(CSD Department Head), Larry
Jacobson (Scottish Rite Administrator), Aimee Q. Adams (Scottish Rite Clinical Supervisor)

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
During a recent Scottish Rite Meeting, the Worshipful Master
of Trinity Union Lodge #372 presented a very generous donation
to the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood Speech and Language
Center.
In September, the Officers and Members of Eastgate Lodge
#452 also presented the Center with a generous donation. The is
the only way that we are able to provide the needed help to the
many children in our area that have problems with speech disorders.
We started our Fall 2008 Semester a few days after Gustav

continued next column

Southeastern Louisiana Regional Childhood
Learning Center
Cards of Thanks
Mr. Atkinson:
Thank you so very much for you choosing me as one of the Scottish Rite
Scholarship recipients, for this very generous award. I greatly appreciate
this gift as it will tremendously help me through my graduate school years.
Secondly, I wanted to let you know that it is an honor to be associated
with such a great cause of humility and charity. Once again, Thank you!
Sincerely
Stacey E. Picou
Mr. John Atkinson:
Than you so much for choosing me as one of the Scottish Rite Scholarship recipients. This opportunity means a great deal to me. The funds you
provide will help with my bills, fill my stomach and most importantly continue my journey to become a better clinician. Thanks again!
Sincerely,
Hope Taylor
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continued from previous column
Baton Rouge Valley News-October Meeting:

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News:

October Meeting
At the regular meeting in October, the members of the Valley
received Ill: William J. Mollere, 33° SGIG in Louisiana in due
form. With the assistance of the Baton Rouge Valley Knights of St.
Andrew, Ill: Mollere was escorted and introduced by Ill: Charles
D. “Danny” Smith, 33°.
Brother Mollere thanked the members of his mother Valley for
their reception and continued dedication to the Rite.

Fall Reunion Class Front Row L:R Gregory M. Core, Charles M. Chaney, B. Lee
Harris, Richard A. Harris, Brent R Salter, D. Gary White, Joshua P. Mora. Back
row L:R: Joseph M. W. “Jay” Reynolds, Bruce E. Ernest, Robert A. Delatte, John
W. Tilly, Earl J. Crochet.

From Your Director of Work
What is a successful Reunion? That depends on who you
are. As a candidate, you should glean moral, ethical, spiritual
or at least informational guidance that sparked some desire to
learn more. As the Director of Work, I look for quality Degrees
that are presented in a timely manner. Sadly, the Reunions are
built more around the time that we believe you will give up to
become a 32° Mason than anything else. That probably shocks
some of you who were told that the Scottish Rite is the University of Freemasonry and teaches many, many lessons.
It is for that reason that the Valley of Baton Rouge is concentrating on the quality of the 29 Degree teams. The Valley is
not interested in presenting all degrees twice a year at our Reunions. Rather we will exemplify degrees in the Spring or Fall
as well as during Stated Meetings, to truly educate our Brothers. This will afford our members to learn those magnificent
lessons and still not expand beyond a two day reunion. Additionally, we are taking steps to improve the quality of the degrees by providing training and resources to Degree Directors
and their teams. On November 15, we will hold our first Degree Director training seminar. During the class, we will review Degree Directors responsibility and ways for them to manage their team's performance. In addition to reciting the words,
our Degree teams must make quality presentations in a manner that educates our members, engages their conscience, energizes their desire to live masonry in their daily lives and
fosters study in the great truths of Masonic philosophy. I believe this is truly making masons, not dues paying members.
I have also developed a schedule of rehearsals and degree
presentations over the next two years. With timely information
and reminders, Degree Directors will not be waiting to see
which degrees will be exemplified during Reunions; rather they
can plan practices accordingly. All rehearsals will be held the
weekend prior to each Reunion and will ensure the Stage and
Sound Crews are in sync with the performance. After several
practices the rehearsal will also serve to validate a degree team's
hard work.
These are the first steps we must take to provide quality
degrees to our members, rather neophyte, sojourner or expert.

At this same meeting, Ill: Mollere was presented with his Master Craftsman lapel pin. Brother A. Nicholas Auck, 32° KCCH
Director of Work was also presented with his Master Craftsman
pin, as well as with his Certificate.
Brother Mollere spoke to the members regarding the program
and the impact it has had on his understanding of the Rite.

L:R Robert J. Hutchinson 33° Personal Representative, A. Nicholas Auck,
32 ° KCCH Director of Work and William J. Mollere, 33 ° SGIG

We were honored and pleased to have in attendance five Masters of the Royal Secret that were members of the Fall Reunion. All
twelve members of the class have enrolled in the Master Craftsman Program. Venerable Master Jimmie Galloway, 32° KCCH
welcomed and thanked the new members for attending. Brother
Galloway remarked that their future participation in the Valley is
greatly appreciated and that by attending their first meeting after
the reunion speaks volumes of their desire to be active.

Fraternally
Nick Auck, 32° KCCH
Director of Work

continued next column
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continued from page 4
Mozart’s Magic Flute:

opera exposes its audience to a battle between light and darkness, falling and then rising from a deep sleep or death, the
test of secrecy and silence, the
conflict between reason, religion, and superstition, a peek
into the initiation of a profane
through the mysteries of an
esoteric order, a reverence for
wisdom and knowledge, and a
symbolic alchemical union or
"Chemical Wedding" in the tradition of the Rosicrucian currents that were believed to be
flowing in Vienna Masonry.
Alchemical Wedding
The characters in The Magic Flute also undergo trials of
the cardinal elements, many of which are also given during
the Scottish Rite's Entered Apprentice Degree and portrayed
in its Chamber of Reflection. No commentary exists or remains by Mozart himself describing the intent of his allegorical story in The Magic Flute. However, viewers and commentators of the opera throughout the years since its first offering
in 1791 have recognized its possible Masonic connotations and
esoteric depth.
The esoteric depth (or lack thereof) of The Magic Flute has
been debated since it was written and one is free to dwell on
these topics as deep as one cares to
dip into the bottomless enigma of
the esoteric wading pool. Some
have even authored fascinating and
lengthy works explaining the possible alchemical and Rosicrucian
references found in the opera. See
The Magic Flute: Die Zauberflöte:
an Alchemical Allegory by
Matheus Franciscus, Maria Berk
(2004). Incredulous theories have
also been offered in the past arguing that Mozart was poisoned by
Freemasons and the Illuminati for
having revealed too many secret
Isis and Osiris

esoteric mysteries in the opera. See The Mozart Myths: A Critical Reassessment by William Stafford (1991). In The Mozart
Myths: A Critical Reassessment, Mr. Stafford, its author, offers an excellent account of the possible Rosicrucian symbolism attributed to The Magic Flute from the Scottish Rite's 18th
Degree (Rose Croix degree). Of course, he also debunks this
and other theories. Id. at 40-41. Regardless of whether The
Magic Flute is simply an entertaining fantasy or whether it
contains hidden secret currents of esoterica that were traveling
through the lodges of Vienna Freemasonry, The Magic Flute
offers an opportunity for Freemasons to challenge these ideas
and experience their own mystical exploration into the
fantastical world created by another Freemason through a very
entertaining opera and musical masterpiece. What is known,
however, is that Mozart was well acquainted with the esoteric
13

ideas traveling through the Masonic circles during the "Age
of Enlightenment". For example, we do know that Mozart's
personal librar y contained works discussing alchemy,
neoplatonism, religious mythology, the music of the spheres,
and other esoteric “Age of Enlightenment” ideals, including
the moral philosophy of Kant.
See The Magic Flute: Die
Zauberflöte: an Alchemical
Allegory
by
Matheus
Franciscus, Maria Berk, p.
118, 312, 533 (2004); Mozart
and the Enlightenment: Truth,
Virtue and Beauty in Mozart's
Operas by Nicholas Till, p.
Queen of The Night
316-317 (W. W. Norton & Com
pany, 1995). It is also known that the depth of Mozart's esoteric knowledge was sufficient enough for him to consider starting his own esoteric order called the "Grotto" (Zur Grotte) for
which he had drawn rules for its operation; however it never
saw fruition. See Life of Mozart by Otto Jahn (P.D. Townsend,
Translator), p. 403-404. (1882). Scottish Rite brothers everywhere should take the opportunity to see, promote, explore,
and discuss Mozart's The Magic Flute if a production appears
in their community. The opera offers a Masonic lodge, especially a Scottish Rite Symbolic Lodge, the opportunity to view
our esoteric traditions through the eyes of a musical genius
and fellow initiate of our mysteries. And, if the opera doesn't
come to your local theater, one can explore its themes by viewing several productions of it now freely available on the
Internet.
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THE FINALWORD

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News-From the Secretary:

mail, etc, along with your Lodge/Lodges name and number. This
information helps us maintain our records. Please take a moment
of your time and send this to us.

Fraternally
Lloyd Hebert, 33°

Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee
The Supreme Council's new Master Craftsman Educational
Program has enjoyed unprecedented success around the Nation. Scottish Rite masons from all over the world and the
United States have enrolled seeking more Light in Freemasonry. Many in the Orient of Louisiana have already completed the program. In fact, the Master Craftsman educational
program has attracted so many enrollees that the Supreme
Council has ordered a second printing of the new Scottish Rite
Monitor and Ritual Guide and the Master Craftsman program
materials. Our Valley's enrollees in Scottish Rite's new Master
Craftsman educational course are advancing very well in the
program. Everyone in our group has completed the first two
sections and we are now working on the third quiz. The course
work is leaving the area of Scottish Rite history and its origins
and beginning to discuss the esoteric lessons of the Scottish
Rite's Lodge of Perfection degrees. Participation in the program is mandatory for all Valley officers. If you would like to
join our study group, give an educational lecture to the Valley
in 2009, or if you have a suggestion about a proposed lecture
topic, then please inform Bro. Marc H. Conrad, 32° KSA KCCH
when you next visit the Valley. If you would like to enroll in
the Master Craftsman course, you may do so by asking the
Valley's Secretary or going directly online to the Supreme
Council's website at http://www.scottishrite.org.

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Here We Go Again”
Well, we have elected a new President - thankfully there
are no more political ads; we have observed Veterans Day and
hopefully remembered those who have sacrificed for us; we have
just feasted with family and friends observing Thanksgiving;
and now we set about preparing for that sacred period of the
year when many of us celebrate a special Birth. Politically
correct folks call this the "Holiday Season" - I still call it Christmas. Whether you are a Christian or belong to another faith; it
is still "Christmas". We all know that and should acknowledge
that. We all get into buying gifts, giving gifts, decorating the
house, attending numerous parties, visiting family and friends
that otherwise we do not normally visit or see. It is a joyous
period - a tiring period - a very busy period - we do it every
year - it is part of our nature. Merry Christmas!
And yes, the end of 2008 is also here - a year of unbelievable events. Two hurricanes that ripped apart our State and
damaged our homes and several of our Scottish Rite buildings;
a financial crisis that melted down safe reserves and threatened businesses and planned retirement activities; a political
campaign that polarized our nation and state and had more
negative comments than positive messages; and too many deaths
of family and friends and good Brothers. Praise God that 2008
is almost over!
So, here we go again - a NEW YEAR. (Practice writing
the new date 2009 on your checks and letters - it may take
several tries.) Most of our Masonic Bodies will have elected
new leadership in November and December and most will have
been installed by January 1 - so we begin the new year with
new leaders; will 2009 be better? I do know that my 2009 calendar is already full of planned events - a busy year ahead.
Will the events all be rewarding and worth the efforts to go and
participate? I trust that they will - I hope so. We humans are a
funny lot - we keep calendars and anticipate events into the
future and plan events and details and run ourselves crazy trying to keep all of the events straight - and strangely enough,
whether the events are successful or not, the sun comes up the
next morning. I keep trying to remember that wonderful saying: don't worry about the small stuff; and everything is small

Fiat Lux!
S&F,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH.

continued from page 7
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and his wife, Anita, have traveled the state extensively and are
well acquainted with and well loved by all. We wish him a
successful and prosperous year as Grand Master.
Our February stated meeting will include the conferring of
the thirty-second degree, Master of the Royal Secret degree.
This would be a great opportunity for you to come and reflect
upon your own receiving of the degrees and also welcome our
newest Scottish Rite brothers.
Please mark you calendars for the third Wednesday of each
month and plan to attend our meetings. There is food, fellowship, and opportunities for service and leadership awaiting you.
Come and join in the great cause of human advancement by
being involved in the Lake Charles Scottish Rite. To borrow a
quote from Brother Mark Twain that appeared in the November/December 2008 Scottish Rite Journal "To do good is noble,
but to teach others to do good is nobler, and no trouble." Let
Fraternally
us do the nobler.

Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

continued on page 15
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Master of the Royal Secret with a quality experience during
their entire Scottish Rite experience - every meeting, every
Reunion, every event. Every member must "want" to attend
and participate and be a part - feel that their membership has
value - that it is worth their time, their effort and their talents
to belong. So how do "we" get there? YOU are the "we" too.
We all need to work on making it worth the effort - place that
value on being a member. Have you offered to be a part? Have
you started taking the Master Craftsman Course to learn more
about Scottish Rite - More Light? Have you offered to help put
on one of those "missing Degrees" that was not offered at your
last Reunion? Have you volunteered to be at one of our five
Childhood Learning Centers during the week to welcome the
parents of the children being treated? Have you taken a place
in the wardrobe room, the kitchen, the dining room, the office,
the welcoming registration area, even offered to be a stand-in
in a Degree that has a last minute vacant position due to illness or family emergency? All of these positions are open! Like
little Mikey; try one, you'll like it. We set our priorities on the
value of the experience - is it worth the effort? I think that it is
- I hope that you think that it is - so, here we go again - 2009 a New Year; a new opportunity to be an active, participating,
involved Scottish Rite Mason. For all who feel that there is
value in belonging and who have their priorities straight, thank
you for continuing to be a Scottish Rite member.

stuff! But we humans being a funny lot make small stuff into
big stuff. We need to prioritize our lives better in 2009. Some
New Year's Resolution? Here we go again.
Firstly, my church schedule is always well planned - every
Sunday possible, attend early church service and then Sunday
School where I share teaching duties and keep up a weekly
email notice to all of our forty or so Class members. Secondly,
every year, I tell myself to keep better contact with my family
and good friends - call them regularly - go by and visit my old
aunt and uncle - have lunch with some old colleagues from
work who have retired and who were fun to be around. But
before it is over, I will forget to call or make lunch arrangements - time will get away from me - priorities.
Of course my Masonic activities get moved up the ladder of
priorities - after all, I "need" to be at all of those meetings!
Once in awhile, I stop and reflect on a meeting as I am driving
home and ask, "what did I bring to that meeting and what am
I taking away from that meeting?" Did I attend for the right
reason; did I go to share Brotherhood and be with my Brothers; learn more about my Craft; experience Fraternity; gain
More Light? Or, did I go because I was supposed to go - expected to be in attendance - didn't have anything better to do?
Did I go to eat the meal; drink the coffee; sit and talk about
others? When I left for home, did I feel better for having attended, know more than when I entered the building, enjoyed
having been with my Brothers? Was it worth the effort of getting dressed, driving and spending those precious minutes and
hours away from home, family and other friends? Sometimes
we all need to question our priorities.
Looking at our membership statistics each year, I am saddened by the loss of Brothers who decide to just quit. Our nonpayment of Dues (NPD) list continues to amaze me - some are
good friends and men known for years. Why would someone
just quit paying Dues after years of being a member? Maybe
those Brothers asked themselves the questions posed above.
What did they take home from the meeting? Did they attend,
even originally join, for the right reason? Was it worth them
spending that time away from home? Did they gain More Light?
Recent information from one of our General Secretaries in one
of our Valleys shared with me a group of responses that he
received when calling delinquent members - "I don't want to
belong anymore"; "I don't enjoy the meetings"; "I don't feel
welcome when I attend a meeting"; "the meetings are boring";
"a small group of big-shots run everything"; "you didn't do
anything but read the Minutes, talk about sick people and take
up an Almoner's collection - there was nothing interesting";
"I went to get more Masonry and you didn't offer any."
We all place value on activities and events in our lives that is how we prioritize them. If something is worth attending; we attend. If something is worth participating in; we participate. If something is worth continuing to pay Dues into; we
pay Dues. Perceived value of the activity or event today, more
than ever, determines the level of importance in our lives and
thus the priority in our lives.
The leadership of Scottish Rite's duty is to challenge every

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Does the Supreme Council have an Official Flag for the Southern Jurisdiction?
Yes! Article XIII, Section 23. “Scottish
Rite Official Flag.” The official flag shall
be as follows: the dimensions shall be 3' x
5'. The field shall be white with a centered
Scottish Rite eagle. The eagle shall have a
dark brown body, white heads and tail feathers and gold beaks and talons. Upon its
breast shall be an erect, bordered white triangle, with a centered “32.” The eagle’s
talons shall clutch the blade of a silver, flaming sword draped with a gold banner, bearing, “SPES MEA IN DEO EST.” Centered
vertically above as well as below the eagle
shall be a purple horizontal bar, trimmed
with gold at the top and bottom and extending the width of the flag. Each bar shall
have white lettering. The bar above the eagle
shall bear the words “Ancient & Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.” The bar below the eagle shall bear the words “Southern Jurisdiction, United States of America.”
Note: These flags are available from the
Supreme Council, Washington, DC

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.
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