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true and rare talent, and it works to great advantage for us
newbies. The "buzz" about attending the Biennial Session of
the Supreme Council in Washington, DC, had spread like wildfire by the time I got to the stated meeting. There was our tireless Chief Executive Officer and Personal Representative to
the S. G. I. G., Ill. Bro. Charles L. McCarty 33° -- I once tried
to compete with him to see whose Master Craftsman Study Book
is more dog-eared and highlighted, and he handed me an epic
defeat - who was holding court and regaling everyone with
stories from past Biennial Sessions, including the historic Joint
Session with the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction in 2007.
I distinctly remember sitting there at that meeting and listening with rapt attention to members' stories about having
met world-famous Masonic researchers and so many other notable personalities at past Biennial Sessions, and thinking to
myself: "I MUST GO THERE TOO, I simply can't miss this,
where do I sign up?" As it turned out, the "signing up" part
itself was only an impressive, high-tech preview of what was
to come later at the Session; the state-of-the-art Internet website
of our Supreme Council handled it all in just a few minutes,
from my registration form to purchasing my tickets for all of
the events and banquets, to linking up with the headquarters
hotel for my reservations. Simply impressive. Incidentally, this
is the same website -- www.scottishrite.org -- where anyone
can take virtual tours of the stunning House of the Temple, or
sign up for the Master Craftsman Course, or download the Statutes and Regulations of the Supreme Council (yes, the supersecret book!), or utilize any of the site's other 20-30 features
which would take too long to list here. Go ahead and make it
your "Home Page", I promise you won't regret it, it's that good!
The pleasant surprises kept coming. As a Session newbie, I
did briefly feel a little nervous a few days before the trip about
not knowing what to expect regarding the sequence and timeline
of so many interesting events. All my worries evaporated as I
received a personalized, detailed letter via email from our S.
G. I. G. himself, Ill. Bro. William J. Mollere 33°, who actually
took the time to walk me through the entire line-up of official
events in sequence and in considerable detail. Bro. Bill then
personally invited me to take part in other planned events along
with other members of our Louisiana delegation, and also
shared with me his personal recommendations on favorite DC
sights, dining, who's-who, etc. Of course, like a true newbie, I
replied to our S. G. I. G. with a long litany of follow-up questions and mundane "concerns". I received a detailed set of answers within hours! All brownie-point-scoring aside, he truly
knows how to take care of people, and you can tell him I said
so… If you keep reading this you'll see what I mean.
What really makes a world-class Masonic event a great success? Which aspect or feature of a grand-scale International

A Newbie Goes to Washington
The Biennial Session of The Supreme Council 33°
by
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
I am a young Scottish Rite Mason. I have been a member of
the oldest active Valley in the world - New Orleans - for a little
less than a decade, which makes me pretty much a baby among
my more knowledgeable and well-seasoned friends and Brothers, so many of whom have devoted their entire lifetime to
deciphering and to teaching the deeper mysteries of this true
University of Freemasonry: the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite. Over these past few years, I filled up shelf after shelf
with dusty old tomes and with newer, albeit no less daunting
ones, in a bookworm's attempt to build up a good-quality
Masonic Library that would allow me to at least gain a peek
behind the veil that guards our ageless mysteries and our hidden symbols.
I suppose I'd better come clean: after years of study, what I
still do not know about the Scottish Rite could fill a book. Okay,
maybe two or three, and surely they would be large folio-sized
ones... I'm also pretty sure that there are many other Graduates of the immensely valuable Master Craftsman Home Study
Program who also feel the same way. The profundity of Scottish Rite philosophy and the depth of its convoluted history is
such that I have always remained intensely aware of the inescapable fact that I was merely scratching the surface, and the
majesty of its Inner Sanctum continues to keep me spellbound
and thirsting for more knowledge.
Little did I know until a few weeks ago just how readily
those massive doors to the Inner Sanctum would effortlessly
glide open to reveal the hospitable embrace of a calm Oasis to
a Scottish Rite Frater traveling from afar… Actually, to about
600 of us or so, but you will see shortly why I still felt this to
be an intensely personal experience. Let me start from the beginning:
It was in the early days of this year's torturous summer in
New Orleans when I heard the "buzz" around the "corridors of
power" at the Valley, where I try my best do eavesdrop from
time to time. It proved to be a contagious "buzz", too, one that
even the notorious "grapevine" proved powerless to silence. It
started with our Chief Administrative Officer and General Secretary, Ill. Bro. Lloyd A. Hebert 33°. You see, he's got this
strange habit of constantly motivating the younger and newer
Brothers to "reach for the sky" in the Scottish Rite and to utilize their best talents and interests for the benefit of the Valley.
To this end Bro. Lloyd constantly keeps us "in the loop", be it
by email or by phone, regarding all the new Programs and upcoming events. All joking aside, it's not a "habit" of his, it is a

continued on page 10
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Albert J. Meek, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KStA
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

We have approximately 476 members
currently enrolled in the Course. Their
progress ranges anywhere from just beginning to awaiting for the
acknowledgement from Washington on
their completion.
The Master Craftsman Course II is
now available. It is a 9 section course is
designed for Master Craftsman graduates.
Returning to the texts from the first program (The Ritual Guide and Monitor and
A Bridge to Light), this course re-explores
the ritual on a deeper level, looking for the
moral lesson imparted in each degree and
then applying that lesson to one‘s everyday
life.
The following members have recently
completed the course and have received
or should shortly recieve their certificates
and lapel pins.
Baton Rouge
Robert W. Hagen
Monroe
Travis M. Holley

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which

New Orleans
Crell Anthony Sikorsky
Ralph T. Rabalais

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge of Louisiana
Alexandria
February 6-7

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Supreme
Rite Care Conference
New Orleans
April 14-18
Biennial Leadership Conference
New Orleans
April 16-18

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

I predict future happiness for Americans
if they can prevent the government from
wasting the labors of the people under the
pretense of taking care of them.

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, DGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: J. F. Jef f Webb, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Thomas Jefferson

Orient of Louisiana
Certification Workshop
Lake Charles
January 22
Conference of the Orient
New Orleans
April 15
Baton Rouge
October 30
Reunions
Shreveport
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Caddo Lodge #179
Red River Council #52
Silent Brotherhood Lodge #146
Coushatta Chapter #102 RAM
Sid Felps
H Edward Durham

Foundation Officers 2009-2010
S. Bruce Easterly
William V. King
E. Louis McGee
Robert C. Joyner
William J. Mollere
John L. Atkinson
Harry E. Moseley
William H. Brown
I. C. Turnley, Jr.
Neal R. Crane

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Chairman
Executive Director
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Foundation News
John Lee Atkinson, 33° G.C. is a long
time and decorated Scottish Rite Mason,
who became a member in 1957. Scottish
Rite honors that he has received include
KCCH investiture in 1981, 33° IGH
honor in 1985, and the Grand Cross
honor in 2007. John Atkinson was first
appointed as the Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation, Inc. secretary in 1985 and
later was appointed the Foundation's
president. A position he served in until
early 2009 at which time he was appointed Executive Director of the Foundation.
Twenty one years ago, as the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation's secretary,
John Atkinson began two decades of support to children in Louisiana with communication disorders and graduate students who were seeking a graduate degree in communication disorders. In

1988, he was instrumental in initiating
the first Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinic which is affiliated with the
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center-Shreveport's (LSUHSC-S)
Speech-Language Pathology Program. At
the same time, he presented the first Scottish Rite scholarship to an LSUHSCShreveport graduate student.
Also, since 1988, he has initiated four
additional Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinics across the state, which are
affiliated with the communication disorder graduate programs at University of
Louisiana at Monroe (ULM), Louisiana
State University-Baton Rouge (LSU-BR),
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
(ULL), and Southeastern Louisiana University (SELU). These clinics have resulted in numerous graduate students receiving scholarships and hundreds of
children with communication disorders
receiving free evaluation and treatment
services.
On Friday, October 30, 2009, the
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center-Shreveport's (LSUHSC-S)
Speech-Language Pathology Program
celebrated and honored John Atkinson
and his contributions with a retirement
party. At that time, one of the Program's
therapy rooms was dedicated to him; this
room dedication was designated by a
plaque placed next to the room to remember the great work John Atkinson has
done for the Foundation and for the
graduate programs, graduate students,
and children with communication disorders across the state of Louisiana.

John and the staff of Speech Department

Sandra Hayes and Ill. John L Atkinson, 33 ° GC

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech & Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana-Monroe
Jana Woodward
Cody Culbreath
Mary A Miller
D Walter Jessen
Engineering Scholarships
Louisiana Tech-Ruston
Wesley R Henderson
Paul B Longino
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KCCH continued:

During the 2009 Supreme Council Session of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction in Washington, D.C., the following members of the Louisiana Orient received the Inspector General Honorary 33° or
the Knight Commander Court of Honour. Nine IGH and twentysix KCCH honors were bestowed on our most deserving members.

Lee Sands
Michael Louis Silva
Virgil Fred Trenado
Dewitt Wilburn Watts
Michael Arnold Watts
Guy Thomas Wilson

Valley of New Orleans
Valley of New Orleans
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of Monroe
Valley of New Orleans

INSPECTORS GENERAL HONORARY-33°
Louis John Caruso
Clarence Edwin Collins
Warren Anthony Hintz
Edward Michael Ironsmith
Jimmy Houston Leger
Joe William Miot
James Houston Morgan, Jr.
Jay W Owensby
Elmo Joseph Pitre

Valley of New Orleans
Valley of Monroe
Valley of New Orleans
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Lake Charles
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of New Orleans
Valley of New Orleans

The most used phrase in my administration if I were to be
President would be What the hell you mean we re out of missiles?

Glenn Beck

Is It Masonry
by
F. G. Oliver

Is it Masonry
To dare to take God s name in vain,
Or be careful of our speech;
From evil thoughts and words refrain,
And practice what we preach?
Is it Masonry
To boast of your fine jewels,
Or purify your heart;
To be a man and Mason
And act a Mason s part?
Is it Masonry
To fail to help your brothers,
Or your obligations fill?
To leave it for the others,
Or mean and say I will ?

KNIGHTS COMMANDER, COURT OF HONOR
Oscar Abshire
James Price Allen
Carey Clayton Allison
John Franklin Ayer
Elmo Joseph Barnes
John Briggs Becton
Guynes Eugene Cagle
Wilson Otho Cook
Jimmie Dean Dunkin
Thomas Ray Dyar
James R. B. Golding
Will Phelps Gray
Jason John Griffin
Guy Althes Jenkins
Elbert Allen Kelly
Claude Gene LeCompte
George Joseph Lupo
Ray Douglas McElwain
Christopher Lynn Musick

Valley of Lake Charles
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of New Orleans
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of Monroe
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Lake Charles
Valley of Monroe
Valley of New Orleans
Valley of Baton Rouge
Valley of Shreveport
Valley of Lake Charles
Valley of New Orleans
At Large
Valley of Shreveport

I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather
strength from distress, and grow brave by reflection. Tis the
business of little minds to shrink, but he whose heart is firm, and
whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto death.
Thomas Paine
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2009 Membership Fees are due
by December 31, 2008
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, December 2nd
Christmas Program

Recent Valley News
There are so many new, exciting, and
successful events and Programs going on
in our Valley of New Orleans this year
that it's sometimes a challenge to keep
track of them all. We are grateful for the
opportunity to showcase some of these
events and at the same time bring some
well-deserved recognition to the many
dedicated and silent workers in the quarries who give so generously of themselves
month after month, without the expectation of reward. Brethren, this proud Valley - the oldest active Scottish Rite Valley in the World - owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude for your service.
YOU are the Scottish Rite, and may that
never be forgotten!
Our Venerable Master, Bro. Anthony
Radosti 32° KCCH is, as we all know, a
model of leadership and service. He is,
above all, a practical leader. A few months
ago, with the help of our Valley's Advi-

sory Council, he analyzed the changing
demographics of our Valley, assessed the
needs of our incoming group of Candidates, and rightly concluded that a slight
change in the format of our Reunion is
now desirable in order to better serve our
new members. The one-day model of conferrals is, of course, not exactly ideal
when so many of our new members happen to work offshore. Our Venerable
Master has encouraged positive changes
throughout his year while at the same
time honoring our rich heritage and our
time-tested traditions. A perfect example
is the three-day conferral model which
he approved for our Fall Reunion. It simply WORKED!
Our Candidates had the opportunity
to see all of our "terminal" Degrees conferred in full form during a three-day
Reunion which encompassed two stated
meetings and one Sunday afternoon. One
could immediately observe a more relaxed, yet focused and attentive participation as a result of having less material
to process in one sitting. There was also
plenty of time for our Class Director, Bro.
Lee Sands 32° KCCH to work more
closely with the Candidates during the
time between the various Degrees and to
make sure that all of the intermediary
Degrees are communicated properly. Kudos again to our esteemed Director of
Work, Ill. Bro. Warren Hintz 33° along
with his Team of Degree Masters and
Cast Members - THANK YOU all!
The three-day Reunion concept was
fashioned with considerable input from
the Advisory Council and includes a new
and very important feature: brief explanatory lectures designed to pique the
new members' interest in striving to discover the esoteric meaning of the various Degrees. This quest for Masonic
knowledge is, as we all know, the very
heart of the Scottish Rite as a true University of Freemasonry. Our Personal
Representative to the S. G. I. G. and Valley Chief Executive Officer, Ill. Bro.
Charles L. McCarty 33°, who is an early
5

Graduate of the prestigious and immensely popular Master Craftsman Study
Program, took the time to prepare for the
Candidates selected passages from the
Course's main text, the "Scottish Rite
Monitor and Guide". These succinct yet
revealing passages were then used by our
Director of Master Craftsman Education
for our Valley, Bro. Ion Lazar 32° KCCH
as he briefly outlined for the Candidates
the main symbols, tenets, and historical
mile posts of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
The feedback gained from our new members about the success of the three-day
Reunion concept has thus far exceeded
all expectations.
Our Valley celebrated the Feast of
Tishri at our stated meeting on November 4th. As we all know, this is a muchanticipated annual event and always
draws a large crowd as it combines elements of ritual, historical exegesis,
and…toasting! Our valiant and tireless
Knights of St. Andrew rallied under the
leadership of their Venerable Master of
St. Andrew, Bro. Joseph Loyacano 32°
and proved to be instrumental - again! to the success of this impressive Feast.
As always, our General Secretary and
Valley Chief Administrative Officer, Ill.
Bro. Lloyd A. Hebert 33° was on hand to
help coordinate the festivities and to
prove yet again that yes, one can be in
about three places at once!
As every member of our Valley doubtless knows, our hardest workers deserve
more than just a pat on the back. The
Valley is already experiencing a mysterious and exciting "buzz" -- more than just
hushed whispers and yet less than a forcontinued page 12
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God is Great
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2009 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Richard L Hollier, 33°
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
H Edward Durham, 33…

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33…
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
Sr., 33°

Gary L Gribble., 33°
Charles F Jackson, 33…
Larry B Ledbetter,

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Richard L Hollier, 33 °
Prior:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
Preceptor:
B Keith Tindell, 32… KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, December 8th
Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Election & Installation of Officers

Tuesday, January 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, February 9th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, March 9th
Open Meeting
Guest Speaker

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Spring Reunion

April 20-21

KCCH Club
Regular practice for the Play, "A Rose
Upon the Altar" continues and the cast
is ready to start performing again. If you
are looking to get actively involved with
the KCCH, please give Pat Houston a
call at (318) 560-2882 or by e-mail at
PatHouston@Bellsouth.net
Fraternally
Pat Houston, President KCCH Club

From the Secretary s Desk
Given the vast amount of disseminated information and highly enlightening programs during our regular meetings many members may have missed the
announcement that Ill. Gary L Gribble,
33° has been appointed as General Secretary for the Shreveport Valley. Many
more members missed the englightened
programs, but that is for another time.
Gary does not need any introduction
as he has served and continues to serve
the 1st Masonic District, The Grand
Lodge and Valley of Shreveport in many
capacities. Brother Gribble is a member
of the Shreveport York Rite Bodies and
El Karubah Shrine.
Please help aid and assist this fine
brother with his new endeavor.
6

2009 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

Joseph E Moore
John F. Knox
Robert M Clark
John F Ayer, 32 ° KCCH

Knights of St. Andrew
Five of our Chartered Knights and
current officers were elected to receive the
KCCH investiture, an emergent meeting
was held in October to re-elect officers
for the balance of 2009 and 2010. Recently elected Knight Commander Carey
Allison relinquished command to Sir
Knight Joseph E. Moore. Knight John
F. Knox, Jr. was elected as Knight Warden, and Knight Robert C. Clark was
elected as Knight Captain. Knight John
Ayer was re-elected as Knight Steward.
The Knights are proud to announce that
they have initiated as Squires, Brother
Kenneth Ray Fuller and Brother Richard
Marcus Dawson.

I N M EMORIAM
Troy B Yopp, Jr. 32° KCCH
John F McCray, 32 ° KCCH
Larry L Bromell, 32°
Ralph E Brown, 32°
Aubrey S Cox, 32°
James L Haygood, 32 °
Robert E Leach, 33°
Billy J Little, 32°
Fred E Rodgers, 32°
Calvit E Gordon, 32°
Charles T Dolph, 32° KCCH
James H Foshee, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2009 Officers

Demolay

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2010 Membership fees are due
December 31, 2009

On Saturday Sept 19th, Charles F.
Buck Chapter Order of Demolay held a
Chapter Dad training session at Moss
Bluff Lodge. The class started at 8:00
am and was attended by 5 new Chapter
Advisors. Dad Nicholas Auck, the State
Adjutant & Deputy Personal Representative presented the training. Those in
Attendance were Rocky Schexneider,
Mel Addison, David McCoy, Clarence
Callahan, Jim Josker, and Claude
Fredrick. Dad Auck put on a great presentation and all present learned a lot
about being an effective youth sponsor.
We are looking forward to reestablishing Charles F. Buck Chapter and recruiting new members.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, December 4th

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:C Clifford Heath, Jr. 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Nolan R Gamble, 32…, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Allen R Fruge , 33 °
Harry C Northrop III, 32… KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
William B Powell, 32° KCCH
James M Kilpatrick, 33…

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Donald R Verret, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Murray C Bo House, 33…
Prreceptor:
Herrin J Ducote, 33…
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

Pot Luck Covered Lunch

Wednesday, December 16th
Election of Officers

I N M EMORIAM
Willis Harris Crawford, 32°
Kenneth Paul Nunez, 32°
Atlas George Shibley, 32°
7
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Belated Birthday

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GSW
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2010 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, December 14th
Election of Officers
Reception of Ill. William J Mollere, SGIG

Monday, January 11th
Installation of Officers
Note: The Advisory Conference meets at
5:30 prior to regular meetings.

At the November meeting, the Valley
took the opportunity to honor and celebrate the birthday of Ill. Charles Lenton
Sartain, Jr., 33°. Chief’s birthday was in
September, the 19th to be exact. His
daughter, friends and members gathered
to recall the tireless efforts the Judge has
given to the Valley with the building and
completion of the Language Center being notable.
Presentations inlcuded a symbolic
automobile as some controversy surrounds the real truth to the disappearance
of Lenton’s van.

Pelican Chapter
Brethren, our young men DeMolay
will be hosting a State Class on December 12th. This one day event will take
place in Baton Rouge beginning at 1:00
pm at the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite.
Events of the day will include both degrees of DeMolay, dinner followed by a
fun event all. Currently we have eight
candidates from around the state to receive both degrees. If you know of a
young man who would be of benefit from
our youth organization or would like to
attend, please contact Dad Nicholas Auck
at Nicholas.Auck@LA.gov or 225-3621120. Candidates for the Degrees will
pay a lifetime membership fee of $50.00
which will also cover all activities for the
day.

Personal Representative Notes
Brethren: "The best laid plans of mice
and men often go awry." An excerpt from
a famous poem of Brother Robert Burns
which means that no matter how carefully you make plans, something may still
go wrong. I believe this can be applied to
most things in life so I will apply it to
me. Due to personal and family related
health and other issues, I will step down
as Personal Representative of the Baton
Rouge Scottish Rite. I have enjoyed my
time as Personal Representative but from
the outset, I knew that I would not be the
person that is needed to serve in this capacity. I thank each and every one of you
for allowing me to serve and believe I
have made a lot of friends in many places.
I will continue my work in the fraternity,
but my labor will be used in the quarries.
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative
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Challenges to A Mason
I will do more than belong
I will participate.
I will do more than care
I will help.
I will do more than believe
I will practice.
I will do more than be fair
I will be kind.
I will do more than forgive
I will forget.
I will do more than dream
I will work.
I will do more than teach
I will inspire.
I will do more than earn
I will enrich.
I will do more than give
I will serve.
I will do more than live
I will grow.
I will do more then be friendly I will be a friend.
I will do more than be a citizen I will be a patriot.

In Memoriam
God is Great
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
December Meeting

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2010 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, December 3rd
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Annual Christmas Program
Election & Installation of Officers

Thursday, January 1st
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, February 5th
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Saturday, February 28th
Annual Master Mason Night

The December 3rd meeting will be a
fun time for all in attendance. That is the
night for our annual Christmas Party
starting at 6:00 P.M. at the Temple. At
this meeting which is open to our families and friends, members wives bring
covered dishes as the Celebrated Kitchen
Crew prepares various foods including
extras of Venison that some of our
Nimrods brought in for the crew to prepare! If you have a ham or backstrap you
want to donate just contact Carl Fatheree
or others of the Kitchen Crew and make
the necessary arrangements.
After the scrumptious feast, we will
call the roll of officers who will preside
during the ensuing year and they will be
duly installed in their respective stations.
This ceremony always impresses the
families represented as they get to demonstrate their pride in the achievements
of their loved ones! As the newly installed officers realize their duties, they
too, feel a greater closeness to the Monroe Bodies and get the opportunity to reflect on the lessons they received when
they became recipients of the Royal Secret and can more fully appreciate the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry.

2009 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Gregory L Wrenn, 32 ° KCCH
Joseph H Baker, 33º
Ralph H Owens, 33…

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Michael A Watts, 32°
Randall S Hollis, 32… KCCH
Clifton Hall, Jr., 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
Earl D Killingsworth, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Louis A Franks, 32…

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
H Levern Defee, 32 °
Prior:
Guy S Williams, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Jimmie Dale Yates, 32…KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

January Meeting
The January meeting of the Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies will be held on January 7, 2010 at the Temple on University
Avenue at 6:00 P.M. At this meeting, the
newly installed officers of each of the
Bodies will learn how it feels to preside
over their respective Body. The Venerable Master will preside over his first
Lodge of Perfection meeting. The Wise
Master of the Chapter of Rose Croix, the
Commander of the Council of Kadosh,
the Master of Kadosh of the Monroe
Consistory will assist the Venerable Master in opening the Monroe Scottish Rite
Bodies first meeting of 2010. The outgo9
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ing officers and the membership feel they
have selected an excellent slate of officers for the new year and offer their assistance, if needed, to make the Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies second to none.

Barbeque at Monroe
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies have
two fund-raisers each year to help defray
expenses of the Monroe Temple at 205
University Avenue, Monroe, LA 71203.
The Monroe Bodies are extremely fortunate in that we have a membership that
evidently feels very close to the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry. They always are
ready to pitch in and assist in each of the
fund-raisers. These activities offer an opportunity to fellowship with their Brethren who are Masters of the Royal Secret
at a time other than the monthly meeting. Many of the Brethren bring their
wives and spend the day preparing plates
of delicious chicken, baked beans, cole
slaw and rolls that the Kitchen crew ahs
been working on for a couple of days.
Others prepare the sacks for carry-outs,
serve those who eat in as well as take up
tickets and money for those take-outs as
well as those who enjoy eating in and visiting with friends over a delicious meal
in pleasant surroundings. Many of our
members who are widely dispersed simply pay for their tickets and don't redeem
them. This all helps to ensure success of
the fund-raisers! Thank each and everyone who participated in this endeavor!
Especial thanks to the Brethren from
Winnfield who came to Monroe, took the
chickens to Winnfield, then cooked them
and brought it back to the Temple!!
Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33°

I N M EMORIAM
Frank McCalla Boyd, 32°
James Kenneth Baker, 32°
Charles Wesley Flowers, 32°
J Hartmon Sullivan, 32°
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gathering like our Biennial Session can ultimately account for
those few days leaving an indelible mark upon the memory of
the attendees, both "new" and "old"? Well, I'm certainly not an
expert in these matters, because I'm a newbie, remember? But
I've traveled to my fair share of Masonic Conferences and Grand
Sessions, so I'll venture an opinion: since each person's "value
judgment" about the success of an event is dictated by one's
unique and individual perception, the ONE factor that can radically shape such perception is the hosts' ability to make the
attendees feel WELCOME and to genuinely project the "vibe"
that everyone is an integral part of the Proceedings. This is
precisely where the 2009 Session hit the proverbial bull's-eye,
and it is also precisely why I will never forget the few days I
spent there. Please allow me to describe some of these unforgettable experiences.
The evening before the official start of the Session I was
invited to attend our Louisiana Orient Dinner at Ruth's Chris
Steakhouse, where our State's delegation hosted distinguished
guests from the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction's Supreme Council as well as dignitaries from our own Jurisdiction. My table
had over 19 very happy diners, and I remember being personally introduced to everyone by our own S. G. I. G. I had the
distinct privilege of meeting the Northern Jurisdiction's Grand
Lieutenant Commander, Ill. Bro. Jim S. Deyo 33° and Lady
Margie, as well as the Grand Minister of State, Ill. Bro. Harold
L. Aldrich 33° and Lady Phyllis. From our own Supreme Council we hosted the Director of the Master Craftsman Program,
Bro. Jason van Dyke 32° and Lady Christine. The fellowship
was great, the august company was truly a treat for me, and
the meal was simply delicious! And, lest we forget how details
always leave a lasting impression, our Ill. Bro. Mollere himself made sure I had a seat in his Taxi for the rides to and from
the restaurant - I told you he knows how to take care of his
Brothers!
Every big event like this holds the potential for at least one
moment of sheer panic for a first-timer. You know what I mean
- that moment when the magnitude of the occasion suddenly
descends upon you as you're looking over a crowd of several
hundred seemingly unknown faces and you can't help but wonder, hopefully in silence, "What did I get myself into this time?"
Then, if you are fortunate like I was, SOMETHING ineffable
happens - FREEMASONRY happens. I wouldn't dare attempt
to capture in words the essence of this sublime experience, but
I can describe the details of my "Moment":
I was dressed in my tux and clutching my KCCH cap and
trying my best not to look nervous while standing at the bottom of the imposing double-staircase of massive carved wood
leading to the Grand Ballroom, an aptly-named and lavishlydecorated space about the size of half of a football field and
adorned with gigantic crystal chandeliers. This "room", which
the day before had hosted a function for the U. S. Supreme
Court Justices, was the venue for our Grand Commander's Banquet and Ball. The day's events were still reeling through my
head: only hours earlier I had seen the official Opening and
attended the open Session of the Supreme Council, where I
watched and listened in awe as our Sovereign Grand Com10

mander, Ill. Bro. Ronald A Seale 33° delivered his Allocution
and various presentations to an audience of several hundred. I
will only say here that it is difficult to describe how proud one
feels of being a Scottish Rite member while watching this extraordinary orator grasp the audience's attention as he proceeds
to waltz with them through the uppermost octaves of human
feeling and emotion. So you see, I had a good reason to feel the
weight of the occasion at that moment at the bottom of the
grand staircase before the Banquet.
Then, as I said, FREEMASONRY itself "happened". I
looked up and, at the top of the stairs was none other than our
own Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana, M. W. Bro. Jules
F. "Jeff" Webb 33° along with his official delegation, who recognized me and called me up to talk with me. I felt instantly at
ease and welcome. Within minutes I was surrounded by so
many friends and Brothers, and they in turn helped introduce
me to new Masonic friends. I knew and I felt that this was
Freemasonry at its best, the intangible and ineffable social alchemy that begins with being prepared "in your heart". To top
it all off, the Gala dinner itself was exquisite and the service
impeccable and performed by liveried staff wearing white
gloves. Our Sovereign Grand Commander and his Lady Sunny
again proved to be the world's most gracious hosts, and did I
mention that M. Ill. Bro. Ronnie personally stopped by our
Orient's table and greeted everyone - I do mean everyone - by
name? You cannot imagine how welcome and how special he
made us all feel!
The rest is History, literally. Years from now countless
people will still be talking about the many unique events at
this Biennial Session. Who can ever forget, for instance, the
awe-inspiring Vesper Service at the historic St. John Church,
a true spiritual sanctuary where so many U. S. Presidents have
bowed their heads in Prayer? It was yet another Session event
where a newbie like me could immediately observe a most welcome trend: this Biennial Session was attended by so many
32° (Black Cap) Brothers! And so many of them clearly occupied positions of leadership and of importance within the Supreme Council Staff as well as within their Valleys; I was particularly impressed by the helpful and ubiquitous presence of
so many volunteer Knights of St. Andrew who were dressed in
their Order's traditional uniform.
There were so many other events: a Reception hosted by S.
G. C. Seale and his Lady Sunny at the ultra-luxurious St. Regis
Hotel simply took my breath away; I don't think I could have
counted all the fine cuisine offerings on the many buffets in
the several rooms, let alone sample them all - I did try my best,
though! As a Baby Researcher and Honorary Resident Bookworm in my Valley, I have, of course, saved my favorite event
for last: the Annual Meeting, Luncheon, and Lecture of the
Scottish Rite Research Society (yes, I am a Life member and
never miss an opportunity to brag about it!). Our own Ill. Bro.
Mollere was elected to the Board of Presidents of this worldclass research organization and received a standing ovation
for his passionate dedication to Masonic Studies. And I don't
think that any first-timer would have even dreamed it possible,
but just try to imagine my excitement and my surprise when I
realized I was seated between two veritable giants of Masonic
Research: Ill. Bro. S. Brent Morris, a world-renowned Masonic
continued page 11
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scholar whose many works cannot be enumerated here, and
Bro. Christopher Hodapp, who among many other Masonic
endeavors is the Editor of the prestigious Journal of The Masonic Society. I owe both of these very patient Brothers my
apologies for talking their ears off, respectively, all throughout the Luncheon…
I returned home to New Orleans with a renewed sense of
purpose and, I hope, with a better understanding of the inestimable value of my own membership in the Scottish Rite. Not
many people get handed a golden opportunity to be a small
part of something larger than their own self, something intangible and yet immortal and ever-present. We as Masons each
receive this opportunity, and yet too often we file it away on a
shelf amidst so many to-do lists and unfulfilled promises and
broken dreams. We must dare to dream again so that we may
awaken to a clearer vision of our role in our beloved Fraternity. To my Brothers who have helped me see the Path, I offer
this article as a humble Thank You note - you know who you
are. To my Brothers who may have long believed that the doors
leading to our Inner Sanctum require a special pass-key, I offer this article as a challenge; The next Biennial Session is
less than two years away; will YOU be there with me? I hope
to see you there. And remember, don't look for the "First-Timer
Section" or for the "Newbie Section", you won't find any. And
the only Pass-Words you will hear as those massive doors swing
open to receive you will be: "Salve Frater!"

Great Leadership Never Ends...
Even at Retirement
For 25 years, he arrived at his post by 7:30 PM in coat and
tie; he had gone by the Post Office on his way into the office
and collected any mail. At Noon, he left to go to the same
restaurant for lunch where he had been eating lunch for almost all of the 25 years. By 1:00 PM, he was back at his post.
Sometime after 4:00 PM, he decided that the day was complete
and he could lock the office, set the alarm, and walk down the
front steps to get into his car that he parked in the same parking place for 25 years and travel home to his wife of almost 60
years - what dedication and devotion to a part-time job! Five
days a week, and except for several hours every Thursday morning, he was at his post - and then many weekends and numerous nights when the building was rented and needed someone
to be present. He never talked about all of those days and nights
and all of those hours. It was time to retire again - from this
job. Years before, he had run many military commands over
his 25 years in the Air Force - Chief Master Sergeants really

continued from previous column
Great Leadership Never Ends:

ran operations in the Air Force, and he had been one of the
best - all of his Generals said so. Most had shown up for that
retirement. This time, he knew the top generals would show
up for this retirement too.
John Lee Atkinson, 33 , Grand Cross, General Secretary
for the Valley of Shreveport, Past
Personal Representative for the
Valley, Secretary for the Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation,
Past President of the Louisiana
Scottish Rite Foundation, Past
Potentate, Master Mason. Add to
that friend, Brother, Husband,
Father, Grandfather, Great
Grandfather - and a Methodist to
top it off!
This December, Ill. Atkinson will advance to 81 years young
and be able to stay home when he wants and play with the
great grandchildren. He will face a new challenge too - how to
be around his loving wife during daylight hours? A new arrangement for both, yet a well deserved change for Bro. John.
How do you say "Thank You" to someone who for all of the
years of work and service to an institution that takes more time
the more you give it - and yet gave more and more and never
complained. During his years as Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation head, he traveled to the Childhood Learning Centers
and worked to increase enrollment for children needing speech
therapy and professional assistance. He supported fund
raisers from Horse Shows to
Golf Tournaments to Bar-beques to Branson Shows - all
for the sake of raising enough
money to adequately fund all
five of the Centers that
helped Children. He never
talked much about those trips
and those events and the
hours spent on the road and
away from home. Many did
not know that every Thursday
morning, those several hours
spent away from the Scottish Rite, Ill. Sir John spent those
hours reviewing applications at the Shrine Hospital from children seeking help at the Shreveport Shriners facility - the first
in the nation. He helped thousands of children enter that center for orthopedic assistance and to leave walking and healthy
- he never talked much about that non-paying job either.
Giving, giving more - helping, helping more - assisting,
assisting more. May we all seek to pattern our lives as unselfishly, and as giving, helping and assisting as our Illustrious
Brother, John Lee Atkinson has lived his life - Thank You,
John!
Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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mal, detailed announcement that might spoil the great surprise
- about a no-expense-spared, totally outrageous and unprecedented blowout Party in honor of our Knights of St. Andrew.
And imagine this: our Knights - for once - would not have to
do the dishes, or cook the food, or any of the myriad other
chores we sometimes take for granted! The exact details surrounding this knightly extravaganza are closely guarded as the
extensive planning proceeds throughout the coming months in
order to ensure no less than a perfect surprise.
Your humble correspondent has attempted to utilize the
many privileges and special connections that come with his
high literary office - isn't fiction great? - in order to find out
more juicy details about this Red-Carpet event, but alas, he
has only succeeded partially. It seems that this glorious celebration will be generally structured as a lavish Robert Burns
Supper and it will pay homage to the noble heritage of the
Order while featuring the best of Scotland: Pipers, Tartans and
Kilts, Gourmet Haggis prepared by a professional Scottish Chef,
traditional Highlands Music, a great selection of pronounceable Burns poetry and readings, and so many other accompaniments which this correspondent was yet powerless to uncover
at the time this issue went to press.
We can be sure of one thing, though: if you know Bro. Joe
Loyacano, you know that he will take good care of all the Sir
Knights under his Flag. Several of the authentic Scottish Societies in New Orleans are rumored to have expressed a strong
interest in the event. There is also a mysterious personage, a
true Scotsman born and bred, who is the renowned organizer
of many recent Burns Nights of stellar success in our City,
who is now rumored to have been enlisted and given the charge
on bended knee and under the sword, to make sure that this
open Valley celebration will long remain unforgettable.
There has, indeed, been A LOT going on in our Valley. Have
YOU been here with us? Don't miss out on any of this. We
hope to see YOU soon!

Southwest Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana - Lafayette

Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32…KCCH

This fall semester brings new and exciting prospects to the
Southwestern Regional Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. After more than
two years in a small temporary location on the UL Lafayette
campus, the Center, along with the Department of Communicative Disorders, has moved back into the expanded and newly
renovated Burke-Hawthorne Hall. The expansion includes a
clinic space designed primarily as a preschool that will allow
the Center to provide communication services to groups of children from 18 months through 5 years of age in an environment
of cooperative communication and learning. These services
will also emphasize family education and training for optimum
speech and language learning opportunities throughout the
child's day. Scholarship students for the Center are Nicole
Langlinais Hebert and Katie Clark who are both starting their
graduate studies this semester. Ricky Venable, Elton Blanchard,
and Ken Dodson continue to serve as area coordinators and
representatives.
Holly Damico
Director-Speech Language Hearing Center

New pre-school classroom facility at ULL-Lafayette
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There are several resources available through the Orient
for educational presentations member may wish to avail themselves. The following text is one such example.
The Ed

Scottish Rite Educational Program
Model Outline
On behalf of your Scottish Rite Brothers in the Valley of
________________, I am pleased to present to you a discussion of a brief history of Freemasonry. This presentation is a
part of the our Strategic Plan's Masonic Education Program
sponsored by the Scottish Rite.
Although some would like to say that the origins of Freemasonry can be traced all the way back to the building of King
Solomon's Temple, scholars today are almost in universal agreement that Masonry is of much more recent origin. The earliest
reference to a "Freemason" is contained in England in a document known as the London Coroners' Rolls for the years 13251326. This document contained abbreviated information about
people dying in England during that period of time. An individual who died was referred to as a "Freemason," and his profession was no doubt an Operative Mason. The terms "Freemason" and "Mason" are used interchangeably, and many believe that "Freemasonry" referred to skilled craftsmen who could
shape soft ("free") stones.
Masonry is the world's oldest and largest fraternity. It had
its actual roots in Operative Masonry involving actual stonemasons who were involved in medieval building projects. These
groups organized themselves into lodges or guilds which would
be similar to a modern-day trade union. Because there was a
necessity for determining different skill levels, the Masons were
divided into different grades of ability. Because most people
were illiterate in those days, the Operative Masons developed
certain grips and secret words so that they could recognize each
other as they traveled from job to job.
Sometime in the late 1600s and very early 1700s (there are
no written records), the operative lodges in London, England,
began holding quarterly meetings which were discontinued for
unknown reasons.
Modern Masonry is generally considered to have begun in
London in 1717 when four old lodges formed a Grand Lodge
for the purpose of reviving the defunct quarterly meetings. At
these meetings, a great feast was held and an annual meeting
was also established to conduct the business of the lodges.
The oldest written document associated with Masonry is
the Regius Manuscript dating to about 1340 A.D. It is considered one of the "Old Charges" or "Gothic Constitutions." From
1390 to 1850, there have been 113 versions of the Regius Manuscript identified. The purpose of the document was to serve as
the rules and regulations for Masons. In early days, some lodges
treated their copy like a charter, believing that the lodge could
not meet without the copy of the Regius Manuscript being
present. Some of the rules in the document included:
1. An apprentice must serve for seven years;
2. A Master Mason must be steadfast, trusty, and true;
3. Craftsmen must help one another by instructing those
deficient in knowledge and skill;
13

4. A Master Mason must undertake no work that he cannot
perform and finish; and
5. A Craftsman must love God, his church, his Master,
and fellows.
The Regius Manuscript ends with these words: "Amen!
Amen! So mote it be! So say we all for charity." The phrase
"so mote it be" can be translated as "so may it be." Thus by
saying "so mote it be" after lodge prayers today, Masons are
continuing a custom more than 600 years old. In addition, it
was obvious that charity was an important part of the early
Masonic institutions as the guilds cared for its members' families.
The oldest surviving lodge minutes that have been identified are from the Lodge of Edinburgh, Scotland dated July 31,
1599. These minutes involve a lodge of Operative and not
Speculative Masons. The minutes contained a reprimand to a
member who employed a cowan. A cowan was defined as a
craftsman who did not belong to a lodge. Thus, we derive our
modern use of the word "cowan" as being one who is not entitled to enter and participate in our lodge proceedings.
The transition from Operative to Speculative Freemasonry
was an essential component of the fraternity's growth and influence. By the 1630s, non-Operative Masons were being admitted into Scottish lodges as honorary members. The first
record of a non-Operative Mason in England occurred on May
20, 1641. Although records were very limited, there are records
showing that in 1599 Freemasonry was a trade organization,
and by 1717 it had evolved into a gentleman's club that retained the structure and terminology of the trade groups which
met as Operative Masons.
There are approximately 12,500 Masonic lodges in America,
with a total membership of about 1,700,000.00 members. The
first evidence of Masonry in America points to a meeting held
at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia around 1730. The first written
evidence of a lodge in America are minutes dated June 24,
1731, in Philadelphia. Those minutes mention that Benjamin
Franklin had paid his dues five months previously, meaning
that the fraternity had existed at least by December 1730.
In 1735, the Grand Lodge of England chartered Solomon's
Lodge in Charleston, South Carolina. That lodge still meets
toda and is the oldest continually meeting lodge in the United
Staes. Charleston was also the official birthplace of a Scottish
Rite governing body in this country in 1801.
During the early development of Masonry in the United
States, there were substantial questions as to whether or not a
national Grand Lodge should be formed and whether all other
lodge would be subordinate to the national Grand Lodge. This
concept was debated and ultimately rejected in 1780, which
led to the emergence of individual state Grand Lodges, which
is the form of government now in existence in America.
The development of modern American Masonry was substantially affected by what came to be known as the Morgan
Affair. In September 1826, an itinerant worker named William Morgan announced that he was about to publish a book
"exposing" the rituals of Freemasonry. There is substantial
question as to whether Morgan was even a Mason, and most
scholars believe that he was not.
Upon the announcement of his intent to publish an exposé,
continued page 14
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only be obtained by studying the symbols of Masonry. It was
the Speculative Masons that took the working tools of Operative Masons and developed them into a series of symbols by
which man is able to obtain more light and thereby increase
his spiritual knowledge and understanding of his relationship
to God and his fellow man.
Thus, while Operative Masons formed the original framework for this great fraternal organization, the true importance
of Masonry was developed by the Speculative Masons who
sought to be an example of great moral, philosophical, and
intellectual truths as revealed through the symbols of Masonry.
Today, in Louisiana, there are _____________ lodges, at
least one in almost every community, and with a membership
of over _____________. The history of our state is mixed with
Freemasonry to the point that many Governors, Legislators,
Judges, local political leaders, church leaders, community and
business leaders have all proudly been Freemasons. All good
men - all good citizens - all good neighbors. Today, we gather
in one of the lodges and meet around an altar on which we
place the Word of God, Freemasons call it the Volume of Sacred Law. We keep the flag of our nation displayed near the
presiding officer. We practice Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love. Our lodge sits in the open with our emblem, the
square and compasses displayed on our building, our phone
number is in the phone book, our membership list is printed,
our members wear Masonic emblems on rings and coat lapels we are not a secret organization - we are a group of good men
seeking to be better men, better churchmen, better husbands,
fathers, and family members, better workers at our profession,
better members of our community. Those who seek to join us
need only to ask - we do not solicit members but have members
who freely seek to become better.

continued from page 13
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Morgan mysteriously was abducted and later was presumed to
be murdered. Although not conclusive, evidence pointed to a
group of renegade Masons who had committed this criminal
act. The backlash against Masons was quick and dramatic
and led to the closing of hundreds of lodges. In fact, a national political party by the name of the National Anti-Masonic Party became a viable political force for a number of
years. It took at least 15 years for the anti-Masonic sentiment
to wane.
As the fall-out from the Morgan affair diminished, lodges
emerged as a much more serious-minded and sober organization. Meetings shifted from taverns to lodge halls and assumed
many of the characteristics of present-day Masonic meetings.
The basic unit of Masonry is known as the "Blue Lodge."
Although various explanations have been given for this term,
some believe that it is so named because of the blue trim on an
officer's apron. Others attribute the term to the symbolic covering of the lodge, which is the "blue" Heaven above.
An interesting development in American Masonic history
concerned the evolution of African-American Freemasonry. In
1775, fifteen Africa-Americans became Masons in Boston.
Among them was a freed slave by the name of Prince Hall. In
1784, the Grand Lodge of England issued a charter to an American lodge of African-Americans, which included Prince Hall.
In 1827, believing that the Grand Lodge of England was ignoring them, the African-American lodges declared independence from the Grand Lodge of England and African-American Masonry became generally known as "Prince Hall Masonry." This was an unfortunate development because it was a
lack of communication between the Grand Lodge of England
and the African-American Masons that led to such split. For
many years, mainstream Grand Lodges did not recognize Prince
Hall Masonry, but today, over 40 state Grand Lodges recognize Prince Hall lodges. In America, African-American lodges
belong to one of two principal groups: (1) the National Compact Grand Lodge with 25 state Grand Lodges and (2) independent Grand Lodges in 42 states. Some states have one of
each type of Grand Lodge. The independent Grand Lodges in
42 states are much stronger than the National Compact Grand
Lodge. At this time, neither group recognizes the other and
neither considers the other's members to be real Masons. Prince
Hall Masonry has a full-range of appendent bodies, including
Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Eastern Star. When mainstream
Grand Lodges in this country recognize Prince Hall Masonry,
it is almost always a recognition of the independent Grand
Lodge rather than the National Compact Grand Lodge. Generally speaking, dues in Prince Hall lodges are significantly
higher than in mainstream lodges, while the ritual work is reportedly very similar. Many Prince Hall lodges require a coat
and tie or formal attire for their meetings. Prince Hall lodges
utilize many of the same symbols as mainstream lodges.
Today, modern-day customs and practices in our lodges have
their roots in Operative Masonry. The utilization of the working tools and descriptions of the trestle board and attendent
terms all owe themselves to Operative Masonry. However,
Masonry has now evolved so that the truths of Masonry can
14
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activity that has stirred within our Fraternity. With much of
the events taking place in our own House of the Temple, our
national headquarters building in Washington, many have come
knocking on our Outer Door seeking information and wanting
to become a part of what we all share. We have been given an
opportunity this year, like nothing else that has come along in
many years - men seeking what they remember their grandfathers having. Yes, we mostly missed their father's generation it was that period in time when many rebelled - Vietnam, antieverything, flower-power - no one wanted to belong to any organization where their Dads' belonged. A book during that
later period - Bowling Alone - told the story of all men wanting to stay outside organized groups. So Masonry suffered in
membership, but so did Kiwanis, Rotary, Elks, etc. Church
groups saw declines, and the title of the book, bowling, those
leagues suffered. It was a "lost generation" to Freemasonry.
Then a man named Dan Brown writes several fictional novels about a Symbologist who saves the Vatican from destruction, seeks to uncover Mary Magdalene's secret, and finally
has a wild man trying to learn the ultimate "33rd Degree Secret" - remember, all fiction. Yet, what an actual opportunity what an ending to 2009 Dan Brown has given Freemasonry!
Can we respond positively and use the fiction of the Book to
our benefit and bring those grandsons into our Craft who have
looked at their grandfathers as heroes? Well, the answer to
that question is in the Beginning!
2010 is a Beginning for all of us. A new year, beginning a
new decade, and new opportunities to tell our story - fellowship and Brotherhood! Can we do it? The opportunity is here,
it may never happen or appear again - Carpe Diem - Seize The
Day! Can we? Are you carrying a Lodge Petition and a Scottish Rite Petition on you? Can you explain who we are? Can
you answer basic questions about your Masonic Fraternity?
Someone may ask you, so be prepared; seize the opportunity.
May you and yours have a Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah and a prosperous, job-filled, financially up-turned
Happy New Year! Thank you for continuing to be a practicing, opportunity-seizing Scottish Rite Mason.

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

Endings - Beginnings
Seasons Greetings - Christmas and all that the sacred meaning of the word brings with it - the Joy, the Excitement, and
the Laughter of the young - Ingathering of family and friends
for those of us who cherish those missing from us during the
rest of the year - exchanging gifts, attending parties and holiday functions, and lots of wonderful food. Quiet, worshipful
moments and singing of songs celebrating the birth of a Child.
Yet, it is also the ending of a year of activity and work.
How has your 2009 been? The financial extremes have
caused many to worry about the future - the work force has
suffered layoffs and cutbacks; no one has been immune from
having someone in the family being subject to the financial
problems of our state and nation. Sadly, we have lost some
good friends and Brothers to disease and ailments too soon
taking them to the Celestial Lodge - too many this year. We
have experienced issues and controversies in family, work, and
fraternity - peace and harmony should always prevail, but sometimes it is a stretch to obtain.
We have had vacations, trips and opportunities to explore
new areas - not just geographical but also mental and intellectual. Seeing so many of our Scottish Rite Brethren begin, continue and complete the Master Craftsman Course has been rewarding personally, but more importantly, rewarding for each
who have undertaken the Course - Light and More Light!
Ending 2009 with a grand gathering in Shreveport for our recent Honors Day where many who have labored to further our
beloved Rite could be recognized with a Scottish Rite Honor
was a wonderful ending of our Scottish Rite year! Each Valley
has celebrated several Reunions where new Masters of the Royal
Secret joined and have hopefully implemented lessons for life
by daily practicing lessons imparted through our Ritual and
Lectures. Special events such as Tishri, Easter's Service of
Remembrance, Master Mason Nights, Celebrity Chef Nights,
Widows Programs, Lectures, Degree Exemplification at Meetings, Family Nights, Concerts, Golf Tournaments - all to bring
together our Members and our Families in order to enjoy the
Fellowship of Scottish Rite Masonry. Good things for 2009.
And then there was that book - The Lost Symbol - what

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.

continued next column
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Did You Know?
Article IV, Section 2 Honorary Members, Number of Nominations Based on
Existing Membership.
The number of such nominations for
Inspectors General Honorary for each Orient in the United States shall be TWELVE
for its first 2,500 (or fewer) Masters of the
Royal Secret as of the prior December 31,
and FOUR for each additional 2,500. Fractions left over are to be carried forward as
credits. The smaller territorial and foreign
Orients may each have FOUR nominations
for Inspectors General Honorary, except
when in the judgment of the Sovereign
Grand Commander a larger number is
needed in a particular jurisdiction. The
nominations set forth in this numbered paragraph may be a lesser number at the option
of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General
or Deputy of each Orient.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

