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form, we find history replete with references to the apron. From
this information we learn that this humble garment of the working man has been used as a mystic symbol or vesture by' practically all the peoples of the earth from the earliest times. It appears in various forms - sometimes very similar to its lowly
prototype, in some cases transformed into a girdle, and again
we find it elaborated into a robe.
A girdle formed a part of the investure of the Israelitish
priesthood. The Jewish sect of the Essenes clothed its novices
with white robes. In Persia the candidate for admission into
the Mysteries of Mithras was invested with a white apron. A
girdle, called the "Sacred Zennar," was substituted for the apron
in the initiations practiced in Hindustan. In certain rites of
initiation practiced by the Japanese, the candidate is invested
with a white apron. In the Scandinavian Rites a white shield
was used instead of an apron, prompted, it has been suggested,
by the martial spirit of the people, but it was accompanied by a
charge similar to that of the Masonic apron.
Throughout the ages the apron has been an honorary badge
of distinction, and by its variations the wearer's degree of preferment has been made known to the world. In the Jewish priesthood the superior orders wore elaborately decorated and richly
ornamented girdles, while the inferior priests wore plain white.
The Indian, Jewish, Egyptian, Persian and Ethiopian aprons
are said to have been equally superb, though each was dissimilar in design from the others.
While in primitive times the
apron was used as an ecclesiastical rather than a civil decoration,
yet it sometimes served as a national emblem. The royal standard
of Persia, for instance, was originally an apron. However, the more
common use of the apron was in
connection with the worship of a supreme being, it having been
used in this manner by practically every people of the ancient
world.
The Masonic apron as we have it today was handed down
to us from the builders of the Pyramids of Egypt, to whom we
are indebted for much of our symbolism. It is not mere empty
verbiage when we are told that geometry, the first and noblest
of the sciences, is the basis on which the superstructure of Masonry is erected. Through this science we are enabled to interpret the symbolism of the ancients and to discern that the mysteries upon which this great superstructure was erected were
hoary with age when Hiram Abiff began his apprenticeship.
By its aid we find that the knowledge of these mysteries existed not only in the old world, but on the American continents
as well. The museums of this country are full of geometrical

by
John Rodgers Magill
"To him who in the love of Nature holds communion with
her visible forms," sang William Cullen Bryant in Thanatopsis,
“she speaks a various language." Paraphrasing, we might say:
“To him who in the love of Masonry holds communion with
her mystic lore she speaks a various language."
The language of Masonry is symbolism. It at once preserves her mysteries inviolate from the profane and indelibly
stamps them upon the minds and hearts of those members of
the Craft who are earnestly seeking f or light. The very word
badge is full of mystic meaning. The dictionary says that a
badge is a mark, sign, token or symbol to denote the occupation, allegiance, association or achievements of the person by
whom it is worn. What, then, is the Badge of a Mason?
The uninitiated will doubtless reply that it is the square
and compasses. As illustrative of the extent to which these
instruments are known as symbols of Masonry, it will be recalled that in 1873 the Commissioner of Patents denied the
application of a flour manufacturer for permission to use them
as a trade-mark. He gave as his reason the fact that "there can
be no doubt that this device, so commonly worn and employed
by Masons, has an established mystic significance, universally recognized as existing. Whether comprehended or not,
is not material to the issue." And we know that this device is
appropriately so worn and employed by members of this great
Fraternity, for it is the proper Masonic emblem of their profession.
But we know that the Badge of a Mason is not some device wrought in precious metals, set perhaps with costly jewels. To us the simple Lamb Skin, or White Leather Apron, the
emblem of innocence, is the distinguished Badge of a Mason.
The apron is the oldest article of apparel of which we have
any record. We are told thatour first parents made for themselves aprons of fig leaves when they were in the Garden of
Eden. Some of us believe in the story literally, while in this
day of modernism some may perhaps regard it as merely a
beautiful allegory. But however we may accept it, we should
not fail to grasp one great truth that it teaches - that the obligation to work accompanies the wearing of the apron.
Aside from the Scriptural story of the Garden of Eden,
there are evidences without number as to the antiquity of the
apron. Archeologists delve back into the remote periods of
time before the written history of man began and bring to
light from far beneath the soil crude carvings and engravings
showing man clad in aprons of various materials and patterns. Later, when records begin to assume a more systematic

continued on page 10
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The following members have recently
completed the first course and have received or should shortly receive their certificates and lapel pins.
Shreveport
William James Hill, III
Baton Rouge
Joseph H Harvey

New Orleans
Troy Gerard Broussard
William Frank Axtman

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Shane C. Crump, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Darrell L. Guillory, 32°
C. Clifford Heath, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Intelligence is the ability to adapt to
change.
Stephen Hawking

When the pressures of recession
Make us concentrate on greed,
Take heed, a worthy Mason
Cares about another’s needs;
Don’t let pressures of the moment
Make your obligation sway,
Stop and help a fallen brother
Or another by the way;
What you give is like a bubble
Whenever you assist,
What it costs in time and trouble
Is, soon after, never missed;
Brother, bear that obligation
You accepted on your knee,
It’s in direct relation
To your own security;
Never hesitate, my brother
Square your actions now and say,
"I’ll remember I’m a Mason,
And behave like that today;"
"With regard to human kindness
And the ’Golden Rule’, I pray,
I’ll remember I’m a Mason...
And behave like that today."
Author Unknown

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge of Louisiana
Grand Lodge Session
Monroe
February 11-13
Supreme Council
2011 Biennial Session
Washington DC
August 21-23

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°

Orient of Louisiana
Certification Conference
Baton Rouge
January 22

Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Conference of The Orient
New Orleans
March 26
Shreveport
November 11
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech & Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Allyse Kasie Lawson
Kala Zaunbrecher
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge
Lisa Ellen
Brandi N Mullen
University of Louisiana-Monroe
Andrea Wright Parks
Tiffany Nobles
Sarah Lingefelt

ing the Autism Society of Acadiana’s
Walk for Hope, the Louisiana National
Speech Language Hearing Association
and the frirst annual Autism Society of
Acadiana’s Tennis Benefit Tournement.
Her future goals, once she has completed
her Masters Degree is to work with
cognitively impaired and neurological
aspect of speech pathology.
The Foundation is truly blessed to
have these wonderful young women at our
facility in Lafayette and working under
the direction of Holli L Damico, Coordinator for the Southwestern Regional Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center and
Clinic Director-Communicative Disorders at University of Louisiana-Lafayette.

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
In Memory of Trellis Ledbetter
Harold Young
In Memory of Janice Sweat
Gerald Houston
In Memory of Julius Nash, Jr.
D W Jessen & Associates
In Memory of Mary M Welch
Beryl Franklin

University of Louisiana-Hammond
Jason Sager
Hannah Kay Smith
LSU Health Science Services
Kristy Holmes
Paula Pedeaux
Kelli Millet
D Walter Jessen Engineering
Scholarships
Louisiana Tech University
Robert Wesley Henderson
Daniel Louis Thiels

Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.

Holli Damico presents Kasie Lawson with her
scholarship award.

Donations
Charlie Autry
Monroe Scottish Rite Valley
Red River Council No. 52
Coushatta Chapter No. 102 RAM
Silent Brotherhood Lodge #146
D W Jessen & Associates Employees
In Honor of Walt Jessen for
National Bosses Day
Robert Hagen

Graduate Profiles
Kasie Lawson was born and raised in
Lake Charles and graduated from the
University of Louisiana-Lafayette in May
of 2010. A career in speech pathology
began with Kasie volunteering at Kid’s
Team, given her an opportunity to observe
and assist speech pathologist, physical
therapists and occupational therapists.
Her future goals are to one day open her
own clinic that would address the multiple range of practices.
Kala Zaunbrecher graduated from St.
Martinville High in 2006 as class salutatorian and began her college career at
ULL and completed a Bachelor’s of Arts
in Speech-Language Pathology. She
graduated Magna Cum Laude. She enjoys community service activities, includ-

Foundation Officers 2010-2011
Kala Zaunbrecher is presented her scholarship
award from Holli Damico.

3

S. Bruce Easterly
President
William V. King
Vice President
E. Louis McGee
Treasurer
Robert C. Joyner
Secretary
William J. Mollere
Chairman
Gary L. Gribble
Executive Director
Harry E. Moseley
Board Member
William H. Brown
Board Member
I. C. Turnley, Jr.
Board Member
Charles K. Watts
Board Member
Neal R. Crane
Board Member
John L. Atkinson President Emeritus
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Tuesday of every month
Of Current Interest

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2011 Membership Fees are due
on December 31, 2010
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, December 1st
Christmas program

Tuesday, January 4th
Installation of Officers

Meeting Date Notice
The City of New Orleans has scheduled
“Music in the Square for 2011” EVERY
WEDNESDAY EVENING”. Therefore, on
a TRIAL BASIS, our meetings have been
changed to the 1st TUESDAY of each
MONTH.

Our Valley celebrated the Feast of
Tishri at our stated meeting on September 1st while being hosted by William D.
White Lodge # 408. As we all know, this
is a much-anticipated annual event and
always draws a large crowd as it combines elements of ritual, historical exegesis, and…toasting! Our valiant and tireless Knights of St. Andrew rallied under
the leadership of their Venerable Master
of St. Andrew, Bro. Quentin Buras, 32°
and proved to be instrumental - again! to the success of this impressive Feast.
As always, our General Secretary and
Valley Chief Administrative Officer, Ill.
Bro. Lloyd A. Hebert 33° was on hand to
help coordinate the festivities.
Our Fall Reunion was held on September 25th and brought together several generations of active and enthusiastic Scottish Rite Masons who all rejoice
to see the many Candidates experience
first-hand the timeless treasures contained in our Rituals. Our Class Director, Bro. Lee Sands, 32º KCCH and our
Director of Work Ill. Bro. Warren Hintz,
33º were on hand as always to guide the
Candidates through this unique experience and to ensure that all aspects of the
Reunion are performed exceptionally
well.
Our stated meeting on October 6th
featured a truly unique treat: we were all
regaled with an exceptional performance
of the 4th Degree Ritual by one of the
hardest working Degree Teams in our
Valley headed by Ill. Bro. Frank Silva,
33º. Also, our SGIG's Personal Representative and the Valley's Chief Executive
Officer, Ill. Bro. Charles L. McCarty 33º
took on one of the main parts in the cast
and afterwards expressed his strong support for this new endeavor. This performance in full of a Degree Ritual at a
stated meeting is part of a pioneering
Program being instituted in our Valley to
showcase the esoteric content of our
Work. Following the ritual performance,
4

the audience was invited to ask questions
about the inner hidden meaning portrayed within the text of the Ritual. This
was followed by a series of explanatory
answers delivered by our Master Craftsman Director of Education, Bro. Ion
Lazar, 32º KCCH. Bro. Lazar then invited
everyone to take note of our new Class
and Discussion Forum on Scottish Rite
symbolism and philosophy, which is
hosted monthly at the Valley and which
any and all Masons are welcome to attend. For further details about the Class,
please call the Valley at (504)522-3789.
We want to take this opportunity to
congratulate our two newest Graduates of
the Master Craftsman Program -- level I
- Brothers William Axtman 32º and Troy
Broussard 32º. This two Graduates received their lapel pins and beautiful Diplomas at the October meeting and were
commended for their studies and perseverance.
Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32…KCCH

In Memoriam
Claude Joseph Autin
George Travis Bailey
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
What s In It For Me?

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, December 14th
Regular Meeting
Election of Officers

6:30 PM

Tuesday, January 11th
Regular Meeting
Budget Presented

6:30 PM

Saturday, January 15th
1st Annual Robert Burns Ball

Tuesday, February 8th
Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Entertainment & Gourmet Meal
Note: Advisory Conference meets at 4:30 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same
monthas District Lodge at 5:30 pm.

That seems to be the question we as
Secretaries hear from our brethren who
have not graced the doors of our Temples
for years and years. Ask yourself what
sparked your initial interest in the Scottish Rite? Why did you stop participating? In past, when the membership rolls
were swelled with many Brethren, could
it be there was nothing for you to do?
Do you remember the times when all
the degrees were full of good actors, the
stage crew was overflowing with talent,
and the light and sound crew were fully
staffed. The kitchen crew always managed to produce a delectable meal with
the usual Dixie Cup dessert (in what ever
flavor of vanilla you wanted) and we still
had quite a number of Brethren that just
enjoyed the fellowship and watching degrees as they delved deeper into the great
truths of Masonry. Those good old days
are not so easy to enjoy today, but they
are still available. Maybe not on the
Grand Scale of yesteryear but still just as
fulfilling for those who are faithful.
Yes, we manage to get by with fewer
of the Brethren, but the degree work is
still just as beautiful, still full of all the
many lessons of life and history. The
Brethren still gather to break bread in
social fellowship, but someone is missing. Is it you?
If you reflect on the times you knelt
at the altar of your Blue Lodge, Scottish
Rite, York Rite or Shrine and obligated
yourself to our fellowship; do you not
think it worthy of your attendance? All
of our Lodges need your help, yes each
and every one of us can help. What does
that require? Show up, take an active
role, visit with those you have not seen
in a while and have some fun.
As Masons we are taught many lessons that mold our lives, we should always look for the positive no matter what
life puts in our paths. We are a great fraternity and we need to fraternize with
each other. We have missed YOU!
So, we invite you to our meetings, on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM.
5

If you have not attended for some time,
or if you are a regular, come and see
WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU!
Salve Frater!
Gary Gribble, 33°
General Secretary

Knightly News
The Shreveport Chapter of the
Knights of St. Andrew traveled to Monroe to assist the Valley with their Fall
Reunion The ten Knights from Shreveport and Knight John Vines from Rayville
conferred the 29th Degree. During the
Degree a Squire Oma Frank Lee, Monroe Valley KStA was Knighted.
Under the direction of Degree Team
Master John Knox, members making the
trip were Virgil Trenado, Stephen Mead,
Jim Allen, Al Kelly, Carey Allison, John
Vines, Kenny Fuller, Joe Moore, Cliff
Brown and John Ayer. The Knights thank
the Valley of Monroe for extending the
invitation and the excellent fellowship.

The Knights of St. Andrew 29th Degree Team

continued page 9

I N M EMORIAM
Leo M Cadenhead, Jr.
Guy E Humphries, Jr.
Palmer R Long
Alfred Pedneau
Thomas Purvis
Sam Vedlitz
Gilbert Womack
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2011Membership fees are due
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Fifteen members of the Lake Charles
Scottish Rite Bodies are meeting at Harmony Lodge #10 in Eunice, Louisiana to
study and discuss the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Level I program. Brother
Elton Blanchard, 32° KCCH and Brother
Kenneth Dodson, 32° KSA are serving as
facilitators for this group. There are Scottish Rite Masons of all ages and experience from a 33° IGH to a brand new 32°
Master of the Royal Secret attending the
learning sessions.
The brethren report that it is very inspirational to work together on the program, as everyone is making good
progress in the study and learning much
more in the group than they were trying
to study alone. They recommend other
groups get started and pursue the Mast
Craftsman program.

Wednesday, December 15th

2010 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Noland R Gamble, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Harry C Northrop, 32…, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Harry C Northrop, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32… KCCH
Donald R Verret, 32° KCCH

Wednesday, January 19th

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Stated Communication

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Election of 2011 Officers

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

William B Powell, 32° KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32° KCCH
Richard D Morgan, 32… KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
L:R -Brothers Richard Waldron, 32 °, Jordie
Carriere, 32°, Lloyd Jakeway, 32°, Rickey Venable,
32 ° KCCH, Elton Blanchard, 32 ° KCCH, Herrin
Ducote, 33 °, Donnie Thibodeaux, 32 °, Felton
Jagneaux, 32 ° , Billy Abshire, 32 ° , James
McDonald, 32 °, and Jack Daigle, 32°.
Not Pictured are: Brothers Eddie Thibodeaux, 32°,
Glenn Bellard, 32 °, Corey Stears, 32 °, and Todd
Bourque, 32°.

Master of Kadosh:
Murray C Bo House, 33 °
Prior:
Herrin J Ducote, 33…
Prreceptor:
Ricky A Venable, 32… KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

I N M EMORIAM

Billy Ray Vice, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Representative Notes

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie Dean Ducan, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2011MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
DUE 31 DECEMBER 2010
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, December 13th
Election of Officers

Monday, January 10th
Installation of Officers
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on the
4th Monday of every month.

Let me first wish all our brethren a
happy holiday season and best wishes for
a wonderful new year. With the new year
the Valley of Baton Rouge is looking forward to some changes in our leadership
positions. Before I outline them, please
allow me the privilege of thanking a
couple of hard working Scottish Rite
Masons. As I mentioned in the last
Trestleboard article, Ill. Brother Beverly
J. Guillot, 33° retired from his position
as the General Secretary of the Valley.
Again, I'd like to express my gratitude
for his years of service to the Rite and
the Craft in general. Many time our secretaries toil in the quarries with little
appreciation for the many things they do
to keep the valleys functioning. After a
brief stint as a Personal Representative,
I have seen a small part of their efforts
and want to thank them all. As for Bro.
Guillot in particular, we, in the Valley
pledge our support to you in your upcoming ventures, and may your 2011 be a
memorable one. Secondly, Brother Nicholas Auck recently announced the he will
be leaving his post as our Director of
Work. Brother Nick has worked very hard
to set up our Reunions during his time as
the Director and helped to make them a
success. We recently completed our Fall
2010 Reunion on October 23 and the
event was very well received by the candidates and our membership. Like our
secretaries, our Directors put in countless hours in preparing all the parts that
go into our Reunions. Brother Nick has
shown his commitment to the Rite
through his efforts this year, not only our
Director of Work, but also as our Venerable Master. Through Bro. Nick's leadership, the Valley has had a wonderful
year. Bro. Nick, thank you for all you
have done and congratulations on a truly
successful year.
On to the brethren in "new" positions,
Brother Jimmie Dean Dunkin hit the
ground running as our General Secretary
7

on October 1. As Illustrious Brother
Mollere outlined in the last Trestleboard,
Brother Dunkin is one truly committed
brother of the Craft. He certainly will
roll up his sleeves and tackle the tasks at
hand. To our membership of the Valley,
stop by the office any weekday from 9:00
A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and visit our secretary, but watch out he may put you to
work. Truly, if you have a few minutes
during the day call Bro. Jimmie Dean and
volunteer to help him in his newfound
tasks.
As for the Director of Work, I will
assume that position for the time being.
At our last Advisory Conference meeting
the Valley announced the 2011 Reunion
dates. On the weekend of May 21, 2011
we will be having our Spring Reunion,
with our Fall Reunion set for the weekend of October 29, 2011. We will be letting you know about more details as they
become available.
As we look to 2011 YOUR Valley
needs your help. Brethren, we all need
to take possession of our Valley and make
it a vibrant beacon to all. Please contact
the Valley office at 225-275-0668 if you
have any suggestions or would like to
volunteer your efforts in the pursuit of
the goal. For 2011 let's make our goal
PRIDE IN THE RITE!!
Brethren, again best wishes and
please plan on attending your lodge and
valley events. We only can get out of an
organization what we put into it.
Fraternally,
Danny Smith, 33°
Personal Representative
continued page 9

In Memoriam
Thaddeus J Blanchard
Ollis Calvin Crawley
Charles Davis Griffin
Julious J Law
William Jack Lawson, Jr .
Lemuel LeRoy Sibley
Oliver Charles Sills
Hurshall Whit Talley
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Christmas Party

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2011 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, December 2nd
Annual Christmas program
Election & Installation of Officers

Thursday, January 6th

At the regular scheduled meeting of
the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies at 205
University Avenue, the Bodies will hold
their Annual Christmas Party! This is a
time when the Ladies bring a variety of
pot-luck dishes. The Ladies Auxiliary
always furnishes the meat which is prepared by the Best Kitchen Crew in the
Orient! It is always a fun time for the
promise of getting to see folks we haven't
seen regularly during the year is a heartwarming event to anticipate! The fun
begins at 6:00 P.M. so, as they say in the
Southern reaches of our Orient, "Brought
yourself on!"
At this meeting, the Nominating
Committee will give its report and the
officers for 2011 will be elected and installed.
We wish each and everyone a Glorious Christmas and a very Happy and
Prosperous New Year! Let us not forget
"The Reason for the Season"!

Special Program-Guest Speaker

Thursday, February 3rd

January in Monroe

Guest Speaker

On the first Thursday in January
(January 6, 2011) at 6:00, the Monroe
Bodies will have a chance to see their new
leaders, who were installed at the Christmas party last Month, get off to a running start. They need our support so let's
all try to be there to show that we do support them as they try to move the Monroe
Bodies forward!
Then, on January 22, 2011, the Heads
of each of the Bodies will attend a Leadership Conference in Baton Rouge to provide more insight into the roles and duties of each of our Leaders. The officers
selected to lead the Bodies in this New
Year have demonstrated through the years
their love for the Monroe Bodes in general and Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in
particular, so this really should be a great
year under Leadership!

Saturday, February 26th
Annual Master Mason Night
The Grand Master presents his programs

I N M EMORIAM

Willis Benoit Freeland, 32°
Bobby David Henricks, 32°
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continued from page 5
Shreveport Valley News:

continued from page 7
Baton Rouge Valley News:

From Your Correspondent

From The Secretary s Desk

The Knights of St. Andrew Held elections of officers for
2011. John Knox was elected as Knight Commander, Andrew
Stevenson as the Knight Warden, and as Clifton Brown as
Knight Captain. Congratulations go out to the Knights for the
outstanding service they perform every time the Valley meets!
Note from Ill. Gary Gribble, 33° General Secretary. Dues
for 2010 are $75.00 and if not paid are due. Dues for 2011 are
$120.00, and if a 50year member, their dues will be $80.00.
Perpetual membership is still available at $1500.00 before 31
Dec 2010.
The building foundation is starting a project to renovate
the back parking lot. Volunteers are needed for this event. If
you haven't been to the Valley for awhile, come and look about.
Donations are earnestly sought to keep up the facility.
A night of Music was presented this past Tuesday the 9th
by the now infamous band, "The Baggy Britches Band. Comprised of Shelly Horton on the 12 String, Gary Horton on the
Banjo, F.Q. Hood on guitar, Tony Mack on Guitar, Hershel
Barns on Mandolin, Bill Smelly on Bass Cello, Pam Smelly
playing Violin, Jerry Horton on Slide Guitar, and Karen
Hardcastle and Candy Watts on vocals. They played a wide
arrangement of Blue Grass and Glue Grass Gospel. Some of
the songs included: On my Mother's Side, Look Down Yonder,
Home Grown Tomaters, Rollin in my Sweet Baby's Arms, All
Prayed Up, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Sadie's got a New
Dress On, Amazing Grace, and many more. The seats were
filled, and a whole bunch of beautiful ladies were in attendance. It was a great time for all, and was fun when we all
pitched in and attempted to sing along. There was a lot of foot
stomping, hand clapping, and applause for all. They were a
fun group to listen to!
On January the 15th, a 1st time event to the Valley with the
Robert Burns Ball. The cost is $25.00 in advance, and $30.00
at the door. Event starts at 6:00 pm. The event is a Traditional Scottish event with meal and beverages. Kilts will be in
abundance, along with Bag Pipe and Drums, and other associated Scottish instruments. For those not knowing, Robert Burns
is a world famous Poet, that was born in 1759 in Alloway Ayrshire on the West Coast of Scotland. At 27 years old, Robert
published his first book called "Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish
Dialect". Following were "Tam O'Shanter", "A Man's a man
for a' That.", "Holy Willie's Prayer", "To a Mouse", and "Address to a Haggis". This last work is the most regularly celebrated of Burns's poems, and is recited at Burns Suppers, St.
Andrews Nights, where that most famous of Scottish delicacies "Haggis" is on the menu. Burns felt so highly of the Haggis
meal that he felt compelled to write of it. Burns wrote that
Scots who eat Haggis draw great strength from it, setting them
above other men.

Greetings Brethren all; At the beginning of the month of
October I did assume the duties as General Secretary in the
Baton Rouge Valley. R:W: Bro. B. J. Guillot, 33° had served
well as General Secretary for the Valley and due to his commitments as Deputy Grand Master of Masons of the State of
Louisiana would not be able to continue. I would like to thank
R:W: Guillot, DGM for his patience during the transition period. The welcome mat, as in the past, is always at the door, to
greet our members, and coffee is always on the stove. Come
visit the office anytime you are in the area and share your ideas
as to the direction you feel your Valley should be going. The
coming year is already shaping up to be a challenge and together we will need to step up to the plate to make it a successful period in our history.
This is the time of year we are all concerned with nominations and election of officers for the new year. As I look over
the roster of our membership I reflect on several of the newly
made Scottish Rite Masons and feel the fraternity will be in
good hands as we move forward in the state of Louisiana. Some
of the officers will be moving up in position and vacancies are
to be filled, as we prepare the ground work for the leaders of
tomorrow in the Baton Rouge Valley.
The stated meeting on October 11th was hosted by La Bonne
Marie Scottish Rite Club. Ill. Bro. William Mollere, 33° SGIG,
the Valley Personal Representative, Venerable Master and a
group from Baton Rouge met at The Home Depot at Highland
Road and I-10 and from there caravanned to Houma, La. The
La Bonne Marie provided a very fine meal upon our arrival
followed by an open program celebrating FEAST OF TISHRI.
Bro. Mollere commended La Bonne Marie for a very impressive evening and presented Bro. Walter Irving Lanier Jr. a lapel pin and blue hat in recognition of 50 years faithful service
to Scottish Rite Masonry.
When this Trestleboard comes out we will be well into the
Holiday Season and on behalf of the Personal Representative,
myself and Miss Willie, we would like to wish you all a very
Happy Holiday and Best Wishes for a Prosperous New Year.
Fraternally Yours,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

Fraternally
John Ayer, 32 ° KCCH
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the pleasure of wearing the apron lies not in idle display, but
in wearing it as an emblem of the pure and spotless heart which
should be the goal of every Mason, bearing ever in mind that
we have in our keeping the honor and reputation of this great
Fraternity. We make our profession openly and the world is
watching us; let us then preserve this badge unspotted and unsullied, thus wearing it with honor to the Fraternity.
Wear worthily this thy Masonic badge, While still thy body
toils to build thy soul A mansion bright, beyond the gates of
death, No edifice that crumbles back to clay, But a glorious
house eternal in the skies.
To every true member of the Craft the apron should be a
constant reminder of his duty and privilege to worship according to the dictates of his conscience that God in whom he professed belief before he was admitted to this Order. Of a truth,
Masonry is religious, but it does not seek to displace religion.
On the contrary, it admonishes its members to pay their devotions to their Creator. The flesh is weak and temptations are
many. Without belief in prayer and faith in God no Mason could
hope to live a life even approximating that typified by his Badge.
But the apron is something more than an emblem of innocence and purity - it has yet another meaning, one more obvious, yet often lost sight of. We have seen that it was worn by
the Operative Mason while engaged in his occupation. The
apron is, therefore, a symbol of service. When we donned the
Masonic apron we thereby assumed an obligation to work. Then
we became Master Masons that we might receive Master's
wages, not the wages of a beginner or apprentice; and to receive the wages of a Master we must do the work of a Master,
otherwise we shall receive little when we appear before the
Senior Warden in the Grand Lodge above and ask for our wages,
if any be due.
We very appropriately wear the apron when we attend the
funeral of a brother, for we are thus reminded that there shall
come a time when our own weary feet shall come to the end of
their toilsome; journey, and from our grasp shalt drop the working tools of life. And on these sad occasions we look upon the
snow-white surface of the Lamb Skin and feel renewed within
us the hope that when our spiritual bodies shall stand naked
and alone before the Great White Throne, it shall be our portion to hear from Him who sitteth as the Judge Supreme, the
welcome words: "Well done, good and faithful servant; enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord."
[The Master Mason - October 1926]

continued from front page
The Badge of A Mason:

evidence connecting the aborigines of the American continents
with the ancient old-world worshipers of Jehovah, the Great
Architect. Many of the American cliff-dweller pictures in the
collection of the Smithsonian Institute are of a Masonic nature, and much of a Masonic significance is to be found in the
Peruvian collection of the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.
For instance, in the design of the ancient ceremonial cloaks,
or ponchos, of the Peruvians, we find the Pythagorean Triangle, the basis of the Forty-seventh problem of Euclid. This
was the sacred triangle of the Egyptians, the symbol of their
"Sun-God," who was known as the "Eye of Heaven." This figure is the original of the Egyptian amulet, the "Eye of Horus,"
known to us Masons as the "All-Seeing Eye" whom the sun,
moon, and stars obey. Two of these triangles, placed back to
back, form the flap of our Masonic apron.
Perhaps the greatest surprise that comes to us as we investigate these prehistoric peoples of our own hemisphere lies in
the fact that the stone statues of the Sun-God of the ancient
American Mayas, found on the sites of the ruined cities of
Yucatan, always show that deity clothed in an apron very similar to that used by this great Fraternity.
Two things are necessary to the preservation of the symbolic character of the Badge of a Mason - its color and its
material. A Mason's apron should be white, pure and spotless,
which color has always been a symbol of purity to all peoples.
It must be White Lamb Skin. The lamb has always been
recognized as an emblem of innocence, and we are told in the
first degree that by the lamb skin the Mason is reminded of
that purity of life and rectitude of conduct which is so essentially necessary to his gaining admission to the Celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe forever
presides.
The apron is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end, of a Mason's connection with the terrestrial lodge,
being presented to him upon his entrance into the Fraternity
and deposited in his grave when he takes his dimit to the Celestial Lodge above.
This emblem of innocence and purity, is the Badge of a
Mason - more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle;
and, when worthily worn, more honorable than the Star and
Garter, or any other order that could be conferred upon you at
this or any future period.
The Operative Mason wears his apron to protect his clothing from soil or damage incident to his calling; but we, as
Speculative Masons, are taught to wear it for a more noble and
glorious purpose: that its pure and spotless surface may be to
us an ever present reminder of a purity of life and conduct, a
never ending argument for nobler deeds, for higher thoughts,
for greater achievements.
"The Lamb Skin is an emblem of innocence and the Badge
of a Mason." When we received it we were charged to wear it
with pleasure to ourselves and honor to the Fraternity. What a
precious privilege; what a great responsibility! Yet the two are
inseparable, for we can wear the apron with pleasure to ourselves only when we wear it with honor to the Fraternity. And

The preceeding article is reprinted with permission from W: Bro Norman
Leeper, Secretary of the Southern California Lodge of Research. The article
appeared in the Research Lodge s recent newsletter.
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Masonic meeting during election time when some well-intentioned Brother rises and makes a motion to "advance all officers one station, retaining the Secretary and Treasurer" in line?
That is not enough to promote a Brother - you would never
settle for such a gift for your family member - just pick what is
there, what is left, what is the easiest thing to buy and wrap - it
is not good enough for family, so why should just "moving up"
be good enough for our Fraternity?
Masonry needs and deserves the best Leadership to move it
forward every year, every election period. Leaders who care,
who work to improve and are never satisfied to just occupy a
chair - Leaders who want the best for their members and for
the Fraternity that they believe in, that they have continued to
belong to by supporting, paying Dues, being a true Brother.
That Saint who steered his Team to the Super Bowl and then
carefully managed to win the coveted title of "the best", Drew
Brees, is widely quoted as saying: "One aspect of leadership a
lot of people overlook is the importance of showing how much
you care. When other people see that you are genuinely concerned about them and truly invest in them, they'll trust you.
There's no faking it, and there's no amount of talent that can
make up for the lack of it."
'Tis the Season to care and be concerned about each other;
to give our best and demand the same back from those with
whom we share our Brotherhood. The members can see and
know who is the best. Masonry deserves Leaders who will
Lead, who care, who are concerned for the best for Masonry,
who always strive to be the best. The question is before us this
Season: will we carefully choose our next Leaders for the Fraternity that we love as carefully as we choose this Season's gift
for our loved one. Thank you for caring and showing concern,
for carefully choosing, for continuing to want the best possible
and for living your Masonry every day - one of the great lessons of Scottish Rite is to live each day not trying to be better
than your Brother, but by being better than yourself - may we
each succeed - Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year, and thank you for continuing to be the best caring,
concerned Scottish Rite Mason possible

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

Do You Care?
'Tis the Season, and the time of the year when we gather as
Family and celebrate "change", not the political variety but
the Masonic variety. This is traditionally election time in Louisiana in Masonic Lodges, Eastern Star Chapters, York Rite
Bodies, Shrine Centers, and of course, Scottish Rite Valleys.
While the Sacred Holiday Season whirls around us with gatherings, parties, gift giving, families coming back from distant
places to celebrate reunion, we are also expected to carefully
choose Leaders for our Masonic organizations.
The Season fits perfectly with our Masonic change - how
deeply do we care about our Masonry? We know how deeply
we care about family and friends during this time of the year we look carefully, choose selectively, pick perfectly the right
gift for the person to whom we wish to surprise and honor - if
must be just right. The correct color, size, type; the perfect
item to continue or complete some set begun years before; the
one thing mentioned months or days before that was the desired or hoped for gift. If that gift and present is just right, the
person receiving it is delighted, all of the work and effort is
rewarded and worthwhile. So it should be with our Masonic
bodies - do we carefully consider, selectively choose, perfectly
elect the best, or do we move up and promote the person who
has just been occupying a lower position? Do we care as deeply
about who will lead us as we care about getting just the right
gift? We sometimes spend hours considering what will be the
perfect gift, and then attend a Lodge meeting and ask the person sitting next to us how to spell the Senior Deacon's name
when it is time to elect the next Junior Warden. We attend a
party and will have decided the appropriate clothing to wear
that will fit the occasion for one evening, yet we take little or
no prior time to consider who will best lead the Scottish Rite
Valley for a year. In Louisiana Scottish Rite, progressive
lines are not automatic. Just because a Brother has occupied
an office for a year does not mean that he will move up to the
next office - has he earned the promotion; has he performed
the required duties of office? Too often we move a Brother up
through the chairs only because he has attended all of the meetings, been present for all functions, yet has not initiated one
new program, called any missing, absent or ill Brothers to check
on them; he has not made one positive addition to the organization other than occupying a chair. Have you ever attended a

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Fees for Honors:

Article XI Sec 4:
No Sovereign Grand Inspector General or Deputy of the Supreme Council
shall confer either 'Knight Commander
Court of Honour, Patent included, for
more or less than $200.00 or Thirty-third
Degree, Patent included, for more or less
than $300.00. These fees are paid to the
Supreme Council prior to Investiture and/
or Thirty-third Degree.

Article V Sec1:
The Supreme Council shall meet in
regular session biennially between the
first day of the months of August and the
15th day of October in each odd year, as
specified by the Sovereign Grand Commander and in special session as provided
in Section 2 of this Article. No nomination of Grand Crosses shall be made or
acted upon except at a regular session.
Nominations of Inspectors General Honorary and of Knights Commander of the
Court of Honour shall be as prescribed
in Article IV, Section 9, and Article XIV,
Section 2

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

