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Symbols are only the vehicles of communication; they must
not be mistaken for the final term, the tenor, of their reference. No
matter how attractive or impressive they may seem, they remain
but convenient means, accommodated to the understanding … no
one should attempt to read or interpret [the symbol] as the final
thing. (Campbell, 1968, p. 236)
The practitioner of Freemasonry therefore might glean we
should study the symbols. However, we should remember the
symbols are only representatives of the object for which we are
studying. We would be in error to attach the greatest importance
to the symbol. Our attachment of importance should be toward
that to which the symbol refers. Campbell is perhaps most known
for his roadmap of the hero’s journey. He suggests heroes in every
culture have followed a similar path. That path includes a call to
adventure. In Freemasonry’s Hiram Legend of the 3rd Degree,
our hero begins his adventure upon being sent to King Solomon.
Campbell’s hero model then experiences a test and often is killed.
Our Hiram Legend hero is killed. After further conflict, the hero
model returns or is resurrected. Our Hiram Legend hero is resurrected from the grave. While many practitioners of Freemasonry
can quote the working tools of the different degrees and explain
the rote lectures of the various symbols of the three degrees, it is
questionable as to how many can see through the symbol and grasp
the lessons the symbol represents. The opinion of this student of
Freemasonry suggests the practitioner should see the Hiram Legend as a symbol. This symbol represents the path in which every
practitioner of Freemasonry should emulate.
W. Kirk MacNulty, the author of Freemasonry a Journey
through Ritual and Symbol, further contributes to our understanding of symbols and the psychology of Freemasonry. According to
MacNulty:

by
Michael A. Watts

Dan Brown is the author of several fictional novels. Three of
his works are Angels and Demons, The Da Vinci Code, and The
Lost Symbol. A main character in all three novels is the protagonist Dr. Robert Langdon, a professor of Religious Symbology at
Harvard University (Brown, 2003, p. 7). Each has as part of the
plot a vast, possibly malevolent, secret society that the protagonist
attempts to thwart and expose. Often the antagonist is a member
of the Illuminati and in The Lost Symbol, the antagonist is a member of Freemasonry. As Brown is the author of fictional works, he
uses creative license and is not bound to facts. A web search of
Harvard University’s on-line 2011-2012 catalog found absolutely
no classes in symbology, (Harvard University, 2011).
While Harvard University does not offer classes in symbology, Freemasonry has been offering education on the subject for
more than 400 years. Perhaps a definition of symbology would be
appropriate. Simply, symbology could be defined as the study of
symbols. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary (2012) defines symbology as “. . . the study or interpretation of symbols.” Paul Tillich, a German born theologian, provides a more elaborate definition and explanation on the study of symbols. He informs:
Man's ultimate concern must be expressed symbolically, because symbolic language alone is able to express
the ultimate…. It [the symbol] participates in that to which
it points: the flag participates in the power and dignity of
the nation for which it stands. Therefore, it cannot be replaced except after an historic catastrophe that changes
the reality of the nation which it symbolizes….It [the symbol] opens up levels of reality which otherwise are closed
for us….They [the symbols] grow out of the individual or
collective unconscious and cannot function without being
accepted by the unconscious dimension of our being. Symbols which have an especially social function, as political
and religious symbols, are created or at least accepted by
the collective unconscious of the group in which they appear; symbols cannot be invented. (Tillich, 1957, para.1)

Their [the mystery schools] knowledge was imparted
by a process of development which was represented by advancement through a series of grades, and the instruction
itself involved extensive ritual and an elaborate symbolic
structure which was used to codify the principles as well as
to communicate them. The objective was to train people to
live in consonance with material laws as they operate in the
non-material domains. (MacNulty, 1991, p. 5)
MacNulty further suggested that the symbol lectures provided
in the degrees of Freemasonry should not be explained any more
than they are. He surmises, “The interpretation of the symbols,
if it is to be done at all, is the responsibility of the individual Mason.” (MacNulty, 1991, p. 7). MacNulty places the responsibility
of interpretation of the symbols on the practitioner. The practitioner who attempts to interpret the symbols from his own perspec-

Tillich was a professor of Theology at Harvard Divinity School
and a professor of Theology at the University of Chicago. Tillich’s premise of having symbols originating in the individual or
collective unconscious leads the student to understand the symbol
has a psychological dimension.
This psychological aspect of symbols perhaps is explained by
Joseph Campbell. Campbell, an author and professor of Mythology at Sarah Lawrence College for many years, explains:
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The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I or II
and have received or should shortly receive
their certificates and lapel pins.
Shreveport
Michael Darin West
Lake Charles
Thomas E. Boggan

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
TBA
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
Gary T. Rushworth, Sr., 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
TBA
Valley of Monroe:
H. Glenn Jordan, Ph.D., 32° KCCH

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°, GJW
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Frank N. duTreil, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.la-scottishrite.org

Jurisdiction Supreme Council
The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies of the Rite, and over which countries
no regular Supreme Council has acquired
jurisdiction.
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Calendar of Events

Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Session
Baton Rouge
February 1-3
Crowne Plaza
Supreme Council
Celebrating the Craft
Shreveport
Baton Rouge
Monroe
Lake Charles

Reunions

May 18

April 27-28
April 27-28
April 27
March 23-24
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
clinicians. Nine children with speech and
language needs were served in the camp.
The center in Hammond continues it's
work with scholarship recipients Haley
Bass and Katie Gristina of Mandeville in
the fall semester, providing 8 children from
the local community. with speech therapy
funded by the Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation.

Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge
Hannah Smitherman
Megan McAdams

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Speech & Language Center
Introducing New Clinicians

Aimee Adams-Coordinator
Southwestern Regional
Scottish Rite Learning Cetnter
Hammond, Louisiana

Megan McAdams

Megan McAdams was born and raised
in Kenner, where she learned to love the
LSU Tigers. When she graduated from
Mount Carmel Academy, she felt it was
right to stay close to home and attend
LSU. She received her Bachelor’s Degree
in Communication Sciences and Disorders
in May 2012. Megan is currently working toward her Master’s degree in Speech
Language Pathology at LSU. Her interests
in the field are working with the pediatric
population, in particular lower-functioning. Also, she has a special interest in researching and studying disorders involving
the brain.

Dr. Rebecca Davis and Oliver (therapy dog) works
with a young client.

Hannah Smitherman

Hannah Smitherman was born and
raised in Houston Texas. She has been an
avid LSU Tiger Fan all her life. It was only
fitting therefore, that after graduation from
Clear Lake High School that she attend
Louisiana State University. She received
her undergraduate degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders with minors in
French and Theatre. She is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Speech Languages Pathology at LSU. Her interests include
working with the lower-functioning pediatric population, but also researching variations of the English dialect. She is very
interested in studying if, when, and how
children learn to code switch and whether
the ability to code switch affects their ability to learn to read and write in school.

Southeastern Louisiana
Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Earlier in the year, the Southeast Childhood Learning Center in Hammond partnered with the Southeastern University
Head Start Center to provide an early intervention speech and language camp for
children in the community. Dr. Rebecca
Davis, handler for animal-assisted therapy
dog Oliver, participated in daily programming. Mrs. Aimee Adams led the camp
as the clinical supervisor. The summer
Scottish Rite scholarship recipients Katie
Landry Verdin of Pierre Part, La, and Haley Bass of Derrider, served as clinicians for
the camp along with 7 other Southeastern
3

Aimee Adams works with Conor M in play therapy.
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phies” (Waite, 1996, p. 21) The All Seeing Eye represents the allseeing eye of God and is a reminder that a Mason's thoughts and
deeds are always observed by the Creator. This symbol should
remind us of the Omniscience of the Creator.
The Pyramid
The Pyramid, when combined with the All Seeing Eye, is the
symbol on the back of the One Dollar Bill that has created much
discussion by the anti-masons today. The anti-masons suggest the
pyramid and eye, together, are a Masonic symbol. Of course, there
is no symbol in any Masonic discourse. The truth, however, does
not alter the beliefs of those suggesting such a fact. This student of
Freemasonry is reminded of the old
proverb; Never confuse a fool with
facts once he has made up his mind.
However, the pyramid, by itself does
provide some symbolism to the Fraternity. Our legends concerning the
beginnings of Freemasonry often go back to the pyramid builders.
Perhaps one of the best current sources of Masonic fact, S. Brent
Morris, provides, “The pyramid signified Strength and Duration”
(Morris, 2011, para. 4).
This student of Freemasonry finds the Pyramid particularly interesting. While the Egyptians were building the Pyramids in their
domain, the Native Americans in South America were also building Pyramids or buildings shaped much like the Egyptian Pyramids. Both were constructed of native stone and both buildings
were used for some transcendent purpose. This student opines
mankind is driven toward the transcendent. Mankind has and will
construct their Towers of Babel or buildings that approach the Divinity.
The Past Master’s Emblem
This emblem is made of the compasses and the square. This
student of Freemasonry will not deliberate on the significances of
those two symbols. We have been informed in our degree work
about their significance. When we add the quadrant to the combination of the Compasses and square, we give much more meaning
to the symbol. The quadrant is the arc on which the compasses
rests upon, either below or in place of the square on the familiar
symbol of the fraternity (Anonymous, 2009). The quadrant shows
the angle at which the compasses is opened. Symbolically, every
Mason is supposed to use the compasses to keep his actions within
due bounds. It is the quadrant that measures those due bounds
and it is the responsibility of the Master
of the Lodge to ensure that Masons under
his jurisdiction are making proper use of
their own compasses. It is the duty of the
Past Masters to ensure each compasses
is correctly set. The quadrant shows the
compasses to be opened to 60 degrees or
the angle that defines an equilateral triangle and therefore serves as a symbol of
balance.
The equilateral triangle represents perfect balance, as all sides
are of equal length, and the triangle appears the same from all directions. It therefore teaches that the man who wears this jewel
has learned the lessons of Freemasonry, and he lives a balanced
life. It also shows that the wearer of this jewel normally has served

tive may well see them become a part of his life and Freemasonry
comes alive as a Mystery in the actions of the practitioner.
The use of symbols in Freemasonry and analytical psychology may appear to the uninitiated or uninformed individual as
unusual. However, a serious student of Freemasonry should see
the similarities in the symbols and the institutional ideal. Both
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung, early pioneers of psychoanalysis,
studied symbols in their practice of psychology. Jung opined that
human nature could be best understood through symbol creation.
“Symbol, as defined by Jung, is the best possible expression for
something essentially unknown” (Cowgill, 1997, para. 5). He investigated the similarity of symbols that are located in different religious, mythological, and magical systems and that occur in many
cultures and time periods. Jung surmised that similar symbols can
be explained by people who have a consciousness and two layers of unconsciousness, the individual and collective unconscious.
The individual unconscious reflects what has been acquired in life,
but may have been forgotten or repressed. The collective unconscious encompasses memory traces common to all humankind.
These experiences are called the archetypes. These archetypes create predispositions to experience and symbolize certain situations
in a distinct way. All mythological and religious systems contain
complex archetypes. Therefore, Jung hypothesized that modern
man has a predisposition to visualize a symbol much like any other
man that was or will be.
The astute student of Freemasonry might therefore conclude
the symbols of Freemasonry are not exclusively the property of
Freemasonry. The symbols have the ability to cause any human
of any season or location to see what the symbol represents. In
fact, the symbol causes the student to see that which is being represented. The symbol in and of itself, is not the significant part
of the equation; the ideals or beliefs that are being represented is
the significant importance of the symbol. We can study and learn
about the symbol. We can also study and learn about that which
is being represented; however, we can never know the ideals that
are being represented as well as we can know the symbol. If this
were possible, we would remove the mystery of the ideal that is
being represented. With this preview, this student of Freemasonry
will provide some discussion regarding several symbols relevant
to our fraternity.
The All Seeing Eye
This symbol may be one of the most familiar symbols known
to mankind during our times. If we look on the reverse side of a
United States one dollar bill we will see the All Seeing Eye just
above the pyramid. In our Louisiana
3rd section of the Master Mason Degree, we learn, “. . . yet that All-Seeing
Eye, whom the Sun, Moon, and Stars
obey, and under whose watchful care
even Comets perform their stupendous
evolutions, pervades the inmost recesses of the human Heart and will reward us according to our
merits” (Huckaby, 1980, p. 126). Some call this symbol the Eye
of Providence. Waite explained, “Plutarch says that the chief deity
of Egypt was represented under the symbol of an Eye, and such
an emblem encompassed by solar flame recurs in the old theoso4
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Valley of New Orleans News

The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2012 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master: Elmo J “Jay” Pitre, III, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Edward A Reine, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden:
Leon T Roberts, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Armond L Love 32°
Carl W Mixon, 32°
Bernard L Gould, 32°

year filled with so many joyful events and
accomplishments. May the New Year bring
our valley even greater rewards as we continue to reach for new heights!
Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2013 Membership Fees are
due by December 31st
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
Advisory Council

Wednesday, December 5th

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Annual Christmas Program-Election of
Officers

Wednesday, January 2nd
Installation of Officers

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Quinton J Buras, 32°
Darrenn J Hart, 32°
Eddie A LeBoeuf, III, 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Klaus J “Joe” Kueck, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Garland M Gisclair, 32°
Preceptor:
Donald E Freeze, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°

Recent Valley News
On October 3rd our Valley celebrated
a memorable Fest of Tishri hosted at the
hall of William D. White Lodge #408 in
Gretna. Our hosts were as gracious as ever
and provided warm hospitality along with
a delicious banquet. The traditional celebration of the Fest of Tishri followed and
brought together many of our brothers who
enjoyed an opportunity to take part in the
festive toasts and to learn about the origins
and significance of this Scottish Rite celebration.
Our Valley embraced a historic opportunity to shine on the National Masonic
scene by participating in a Reunion hosted
by the Valley of Chicago on November 3rd.
The events included a ritual performance of
a Scottish Rite Blue Lodge Degree, which
is seldom seen in that part of the country.
Our 18th Degree Team also showcased its
impressive ritual proficiency as many of
the members in attendance enjoyed for the
first time an opportunity to experience the
Southern Jurisdiction version of the ritual.
We look forward to our traditional celebrations on December 5th when members and guests will again come together
to fellowship and to revel in the spirit of
the Season, as we proudly look back on a
5
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In Memoriam
L. Beier
Dominco A. Carbone
Henry Galler
Frank C. Frandsen
John W. Giardina
Joe R. Stewart
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2012 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Robert E Bazzell, 33°
David L Culligan, 32° KCCH
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Steven A Pence, 33°
T Patrick Dickson, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Larry W LaBorde, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
Carey C Allison, 32° KCCH
Jacob L Chambers, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
E Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Tuesday, December 11th

Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Election & Installation of Officers

Tuesday, January 8th
Regular Meeting

6:00 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January April July &
October) at 5:30 pm.

KStA 2013 Officers

Knight Commander
Knight Warden
Knight Captain
Knight Recorder

James B. Smith
Samuel B. Owens
W. Robert Laurents
John F. Knox, Jr.

Ambassador Program
The Shreveport Valley has taken a more
active approach to recruiting and to encouraging attendance at our regular meetings. Under a new Membership Chairman,
a Scottish Rite Ambassador Program has
been established. Data from the membership database of the Valley was combined
with information from other sources so
that, to the greatest degree feasible, the
Valley would have accurate address, Blue
Lodge, and e-mail information on all of
our members.
The Ambassadors chosen were Scottish Rite Masons who have (and use) email. All Blue Lodges in the First Masonic
District as well as a majority of the Lodges
in the Second Masonic District had a S.R.
Mason with e-mail, and so now have an
Ambassador; all Lodges in the Sixth,
Eighth, and Ninth Districts that had a S.R.
Mason with e-mail identified to this point
also have an Ambassador. As other Masons join the Rite from rural lodges with
whom the Valley does not yet have “diplomatic relations”, other Ambassadors will
be added so that Shreveport will eventu6

ally have an Ambassador in each and every
Blue Lodge in its catchment area. E-mail
accessibility was required to enable timely
and economical mass communication from
the Valley to the Ambassadors.
The function of the Ambassadors is
two-fold: (1) they are to help with Scottish Rite recruitment from among newly
raised Master Masons and more senior
Master Masons who may due to changed
life circumstances, such as children now
in college or otherwise out of the house,
have time for a deeper involvement in Masonry than they previously had, and (2) to
encourage attendance, especially at open
meetings when we have programs, among
our current Scottish Rite Members and
Master Masons who can benefit from our
programs and be thereby exposed to the
Ancient Rite. We have used it thus far to
remind of and recruit for our Fall Reunion,
and to spread the news of the advantages to
new members of joining in this 200th Anniversary of Masonry year. Our class this
year was larger than the last 3 reunions,
and it is hoped that the new Ambassador
Program contributed to this. The Valley is
excited about this new program, and time
will tell if it can accomplish what is desired
from it.
Fraternally,
Carey C. Allison, 32° KCCH
Director of Membership

continued page 10

In Memoriam
Cecil Barlow
Billy M. Dearing
Johnnie K. Hill
Cecil O. Holland
Billie Johnson
Gordon A. Marsalis
John W. Reinowski
Si B. Sherman
John W. Shirley, Jr.
Clyde J. Smith, Jr.
Henry H. Windham
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2013 Membership fees
are due December 31st

Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, December 19th
Election of Officers

Wednesday, January 16th
Installation of Officers

Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

2012 Advisory Board
Richard Smith - Chairman
Blake Ford
Clarence Callahan
Greg Bruce
Neil Crane
Rocky Schexneider
Keith Powell
Tom Kussmann
Ricky Venable
Shawn Richard
Matt Traylor

As we look forward into a new year,
each of us, as Scottish Rite Masons, must
remember that we are obligated to uphold
principles of good citizenship. We should
follow the tenets of our craft and set an expectation for ourselves that we constantly
work to make the world a better and happier place.
While most of us do not command the
resources of a nation, a large corporation,
or a vast organization, we each have a
circle of influence. Our charge is to work
diligently and honorably toward our goals.
Our efforts need to concentrate of that
which is good and right. We should not be
engaged in arguments and private piques.
This does not mean that healthy debate
should be avoided. Out of a discussion
where conflicting views are calmly, openly
and freely discussed, we may grow our
own perspective and reach a point where
we respectfully agree to disagree.
These times open a vast field of opportunity for men and Masons. We live in
the information age, where the amount of
knowledge is doubling every nine months.
Through the discoveries of the 20th century
and the more recent ones of this century,
we have advanced nutrition and healthcare
to extend the average life expectancy to
nearly double that of a century ago. For
the first time in recorded human history, we
have five generations of men living at the
same time. This creates five distinct points
of perspective for Masonry to embrace.
Generational differences can be a
source of friction in a family, business, congregation, and, yes, even our lodges. But
it does not have to be that way. Our newest
generation of men shows many of the same
traits as those in our most senior generation of men. They have an innate need for
fraternalism. While their views on nearly
everything will be different, they have this
need to belong. Our greatest responsibility is to try to leave the world better than
we found it for our future generations. We
should start by building a relationship with
one or more of our younger Masons and
mentor them along the journey that is Free7

masonry.
When I reflect on my own Masonic
journey, there are many “Masonic giants”
that influence me, who now rest from their
labors. They each invested in me a portion
of their time, talent, and wisdom so that I
could grow in knowledge and virtue. With
them gone, it now becomes my responsibility to share a portion of my time, talent, and wisdom with the next generation
of Masons. Our most celebrated Grand
Commander, Albert Pike, stated before his
death: "When I am dead, I wish my monument to be builded in the hearts and memories of my brethren of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite." We each must strive
through our actions and character to be
good examples for our younger members
to model. Thus we can build our temples
in the hearts of men.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

2012 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

W Keith Powell, 32° KCCH
“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
J Briggs Becton, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Elton J Blanchard, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Billy G. Bussell
John Peyton
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2012 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2013 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
DUE BY DECEMBER 31st
Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30

Monday, December 10th

Meeting 7:30

Election of Officers

Monday, January 14th

Installation of Officers
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm before
the Regular Meetings.

Ricks M Bowles, 32° KCCH
Larry H Moore 33°
Charles M Powell, 32°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Freddie J Touchet, 32° KCCH
William J Naquin, 32°
James J Premeaux, 33°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Brian L Watson, 32° KCCH
Edward S Coleman, Jr., 32°
H George Scanlan, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Eddie B Robertson, 32° KCCH
William E Womack, 32°
James M Stockner, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH

From the Secretary’s Desk
This is always a busy time of year for
all of us as we move into the Holiday Season.
All of us at the Scottish Rite Office
and The Childhood Learning Center join
in wishing you and your family well during this time of the year. Let us all pause,
reflect and give thanks for our bounty, remembering it is all a gift from the Creator
to His children.
V:M: Ricks Bowles has planned a family evening on December 10th. The Chief
Cook, Brother Jim Wingate, will prepare a
meal for our enjoyment and arrangements
have been made for entertainment with a
Christmas Theme.
The closing months of each year the
Valley is faced with the important duty of
electing new officers to carry the torch of
light into the New Year. This year is no
exception and we are looking forward to
the new slate of officers. The in-coming
Venerable Master has been working with
the office to prepare his program for the
2013 year that will stimulate participation
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and involvement in the Valley throughout
the year.
Officers will be installed at the January
7th meeting. Make plans to attend this first
meeting of the year. The Venerable Master
will present his thoughts for a successful
year and will be open for ideas from the
membership.
On October 27th the Valley held its
111th Class Reunion. There was a feeling
of excitement among the new candidates as
they witnessed the degrees of Scottish Rite
for the first time. The group was very attentive and asked questions as the day went
along.
The 111th Reunion was dedicated to
the memory of three distinguished Inspector General Honorary. Ill Bro. Ernest Ray
Eldred, Calvin Lee Elliott and John Juneau,
were dedicated Scottish Rite Masons who
gave unselfishly to the preservation of the
principles of the fraternity.
We all owe a special thanks to the degree teams, stage crew, kitchen crew, sound
booth crew and the Knights of St Andrew
for the presentation of the flag at the opening ceremony. The KStA attended the door
and met our members and guest with a
welcome upon arrival. These are the behind the scene people that make each and
every reunion such a big success, teaching
us all the lesson that this great Fraternity is
compose of so many men working together
for the betterment of his fellow men to the
Glory of GOD
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32ºKCCH
General Secretary-Personal Representative

continued page 10

In Memoriam
James Gray Bolton
Jesse H. Bankston
John Carson Copes, III
Ike Jenkins, Jr.
Nolan Joseph Lirette
Henry Coleman Person
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2012 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Travis M Holley, 33°
C Alton Drummond, 33°
H Glenn Jordan, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°

Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2013 Membership Dues are in
arrears on December 31st

Calendar of Events
Dinner with Ladies
Program

Thursday, December 6th

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jerry W Wicker, 32° KCCH
Gerald H Houston, 32° KCCH
Todd W Dixon, 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Gerald R Wiese, 32° KCCH
James L Reagan, 32°
William D Files, 32°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Jason C Brewton, 32°
Prior:		
E L “Bubba” Via, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
W Bryan Price, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Christmas Program - Election of Officers

Thursday, January 3rd
Installation of Officers

Thursday, February 7th
Guest Speaker

The Advisory Conference Meets on the
third Monday of each month

Christmas Celebration
December 4th in an important date for
the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies. Our normal celebration of the Christmas season
will be held with, complete with good food
and wonderful fellowship. At the regular
meeting, officers for the upcoming year
will be elected and installed. Now would
be a great time for the membership, with
new officers, to make a commitment to do
at least one thing in the coming year to assist your Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies.

November Meeting
During our November, Thanksgiving
and Veterans Appreciation meeting, MajorGeneral Ron G. Richard, Retired, and Head
of the LSU Foundation was the featured
speaker. His remarks were highly appropriate to the theme of the meeting and well
received by an enthusiastic audience. All
veterans were recognized and given a cap
designating their particular branch of service. Two members of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Valley, Calton Yeager 32° and Bert
Hatten 32°, were recognized for their fifty
years of membership and awarded the traditional blue cap signifying the same.

provided two meals for the year, the 4th of
July and Thanksgiving meetings. In addition to all of this, Holley is also a genuinely
nice guy and a credit to the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies. He and his lovely wife
are welcome additions to the regular meetings of the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies.
Thanks for all that you have done, Venerable Master Holley, and for all that you will
do in the future. Most of all, thanks for being a personification of the Master Mason,
as well as the Scottish Rite Mason.

Renovations
There has been some discussion about
the critical need for a new floor in the lodge
room. Recently, because of the folds in the
current carpet flooring, one person tripped
and fell; fortunately, that person was not
injured. Now is the time to get started. If
this is something that interests you, made
a contribution because, as many of you
aware, there is simply not sufficient monies to complete this task without the generosity of the membership. Moreover, get
involved in the discussion as to what kind
of floor will be installed. There are some
that are advocating a traditional black and
white tile floor which would be highly appropriate.

Gumbo Time
The famous Valley Gumbo will be prepared and sold on February 2nd. When your
tickets arrive, purchase them willingly and,
in addition, make a commitment to come
and help with the event. For the Valley to
be successful and prosperous, the efforts of
all, not just a few, are absolutely necessary.
continued page 10

Kudos for the Venerable Master
I, and I know that I speak for all of the
active members of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Valley, would like to give high praise
and thanks for the efforts of Venerable Master Holley. He offered some very interesting programs, actively promoted increased
attendance, conducted meetings in a most
professional manner and even personally
9

In Memoriam
Benjamin Fred Graves
Jimmy Lafayette Henderson
Charles Wilmot Jeane
Saul Aaron Mintz
Thomas Allen Morgan
Fred Henry Moore, Jr.
Joe Leonard Spears
John C. Winters, Jr.
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continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News:

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

2012 Fall Class: L:R - Homer Chandler, Chase Bowers, Randal Bowers, William
Frazier, Matthew Trimble, Blair Backhous, Morgan Whitt and James Harve.

KCCH Club
The goal for the Red Hat Club in 2013 will be to encourge
attendance at the Valley’s monthly meetings and to have more of
a presence at the Spring and Fall reunions. We need to attend,
proudly wear our Red Hat and show the members that we support
them and our Scottish Rite. We should demonstrate to the Valley
that we are truly worthy of the honors bestowed upon us and that
we continue to work to benefit the Craft.
Fraternally,
E. Allen Kelly, 32° KCCH

111th Class-Valley of Baton Rouge L:R - Mark Philip Richards, Harry Edward
Kersey, Dennis Stuart Beard, Wesley Brain Harris, Gregory James Avant, Calvin
Charles Barnhill, Joshua Seth Barnhill, Mitchell Todd Ward, Micha Leslie Watts,
Michael Forrest Harrelson, Hulon Lee Moran, William Edward Willard, Harry
Aaron Knight. Lucas Michael Bernard is front center.

Knightly News
Another Shreveport Valley Reunion is in the books, and I
would like to congratulate and thank the Knights of St. Andrew
for everything they accomplished over the weekend. From escorting brethren up the stairs, registering and collecting money, stage,
lights, sound, many degree parts, serving food, bussing tables,
tyling building, accompanying the candidates the KStA were an
intergral part of the successful event.
Four of the new Knights of the Royal Secret petitioned to
squire with the KStA. That is a strong testament for our group. is
In November, the officers for 2013 were elected. These
Knights have committed themselves to the chapter’s goals and objectives. Again, thank you for all your service to the Valley and to
the Knights of St. Andrew.

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News:

Fraternally,
Andrew H. Stevenson, Sr.-32° KStA

BBQ Fund Raiser

With the help of some great members of Eastern Star No. 151,
who did the cooking, and some dedicated members of the Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies, who took over after the cooking was completed, the annual BBQ fund-raiser was held on October 19, 2012.
Some $3300 was raised, which made this the most successful BBQ
in several years. Of course, some members of the Monroe Scottish
Rite Bodies put in a full day and some did not put in an appearance. Without the efforts of those who worked, the event simply
could not be held. However, without additional assistance from
the membership, some events in the future will be extremely hard,
if not impossible, to accomplish.
Fraternally,
H. Glenn Jordan, 32° KCCH

John F. Knox, 32° KStA, the Valley’s newest perpetual member, receives his Endowed Life Membership Certificate from Ill. Ballard L. Smith-33°.
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continued from Page 5
Valley Of New Orleans News:

Special Guests

Valley of New Orleans delgation at Union Station in Chicago

The Valley of Chicago-AASR NMJ held its Fall Reunion over a three day period beginning November 1st. Members of the Valley of New Orleans were special guests that conferred the 18th Degree on Saturday morning and then provided a cajun feast for lunch.
Previously on Friday evening, the New Orleans Valley members exemplified the Master Mason Degree using the Scottish Rite ritual.
Twenty eight members from the Valley made the trip from New Orleans to Chicago on the City of New Orleans, on Thursday. They
were greeted by the Chicago Valley’s caterer who took the previously prepared food from New Orleans and the members’ luggage to
the host hotel. The New Orleans delegation then traveled to the Medinah Train Station via the Milwaukee District west line train. At
Medinah, where the recent Ryder Cup Golf Tournament was played, they were greeted by Ill. Gregory R. Klemm-MSA 33° Executive
Secretary and members of his Valley of Chicago staff. Brother Klemm is no stranger to the Orient of Louisiana as he has attended many
of our functions and has been a featured guest speaker at several of the conferences. New Orleans group was shuttled to the Hilton Garden Hotel. After everyone had checked in, Greg provided a tour of the Medinah Shrine Center, next door to the Hilton. The Valley of
Chicago then treated the members from New Orleans to lunch at the Medinah Oasis restaurant. From there they journeyed to the Scottish Rite facility for a tour and rehearsal for the Master Mason Degree scheduled for Friday evening and to rehearse for the 18th Degree.
The Valley of Chicago had 71 candidates for the reunion. The 4th and 30th Degrees were conferred on Thurday, followed by a banquet. The 30th Northern Masonic Jurisdiction Degree had not been conferred in recent years and members from as far away as Ohio
came to witness that degree. The Scottish Rite Master Mason Degree was attended by M: W: Frank N. duTreil-Grand Master of Louisiana and M: W: Terry L. Seward-Grand Master of Illinois. Other dignitaries included Ill. Benny L. Grisham-MSA 33° Deputy for Illinois,
Ill. John T. Phillips-33° Active for Illinois, Ill. Lawrence D. Inglis-33° Emeritus Member for Illinois and Honorary Past Sovereign Grand
Commander and Ill. David R. Bedwell, Sr.-Active Member of the Supreme Council (NMJ) and Deputy for Michigan. There were an
additional 30 members from the Valley of Detroit in attendance.
To provide a scope of the attendance numbers there were 180 members, visitors and guests at dinner on Thursday evening. 270 were
served at the dinner on Friday and 285 were in attendance for the banquet on Saturday evening. There were 274 reservations for the
cajun lunch on Friday and 408 showed up. The New Orleans chefs were able to serve 360 people and the late comers had to settle for
roast beef sandwiches and chips
The Valley of Chicago occupied properties bounded by Dearborn, Walton, State and Deleware streets in downtown Chicago. The
Valley sold its entire holdings and has moved to a newly constructed campus in Bloomingdale. The Valley has 4052 members on its rolls.
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sor” (De Hoyos, A. 2009, p. 150.). The 32nd Degree, Master of
the Royal Secret, attaches much symbolism to the Phoenix. It was
known in ancient Egypt and Assyria.
Perhaps, the Phoenix provides some evidence to the collective
unconscious as proposed by Jung. Today,
the legendary adolescent wizard, Harry
Potter, lives in one of the seven books of
J. K. Rowling and titled Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix. All of her books
concern an adolescent magician, Harry Potter, and his learning the magic craft and performing magical deeds. Young Harry Potter
perhaps exemplifies Campbell’s hero journey. He dies and returns
to continue the fight with the evil force. Additionally, with the
relationship of the Phoenix and the young magician, we can appreciate that the Phoenix was a symbol of the art of alchemy.
The Tree
Several trees provide symbolism to the studious Freemason.
We can study the Tree of Life, The Tree of Knowledge, or the
Tree of Liberty. We can visualize two trees as the twin Pillars on
the Porch of Solomon. A Freemason certainly can view as trees,
the Cedars of Lebanon that King Hiram sent to King Solomon.
The Scottish Rite Mason may remember in the 22nd Degree,
Knight Royal Axe or Prince of Libanus,
De Hoyos’ explanation for the trees. According to De Hoyos, “…and as the sturdy
pioneer, armed with the axe, strides to promote civilization, and as the great trees fall
before him, never to rise again, so Masonry
hews at those mighty trees: intolerance,
bigotry, superstition, uncharitableness, and
idleness” (De Hoyos, A. 2009, p. 492.).
Freemasons should be reminded of the
lesson in the 3rd Degree that when a tree is fallen, new growth will
spring from the remains. This axiom should easily remind us of
the immortality of the soul or regeneration. The 2nd Degree of
Freemasonry teaches order in architecture can be traced back to
men laying trees end on end then laying others across to form a
covering (Huckaby, 1980, p. 84). If we visualize trees as pillars,
we can attach establishment and strength to the symbolism.
We of the Scottish Rite are reminded the Tree of Knowledge
produces the knowledge of both good and evil. After the Fall of
Adam, mankind became responsible for his choices, knowing both
good and evil. We are reminded that, “Everywhere the Tree of
Liberty grows watered by the blood of Patriots” (De Hoyos, A.
2009, p. 799.). The Tree of Life draws our attention to the Kabalistic Tree where we find the 10 attributes of God which are the
Crown, Understanding, Wisdom, Knowledge, Kindness, Severity, Beauty, Victory, Splendor, Foundation, and Kingship. Each
of these 10 attributes provide the human being a life time of study
and practice with the hope of perfection. However the serious student has the knowledge that the journey will never be completed
in a lifetime.
The Eagle
Prior to discussing the Eagle as a Masonic symbol, the fact that
Freemasonry recognizes two Eagles as symbols, the single headed
and the double headed, must be acknowledged. The Bald Eagle is
our nation’s symbol. The eagle is also the symbol of many nations.

continued from page 4
Symbology of Freemasonry:

equally in the South, the West, and the East. The three equal sides
represent reason, knowledge, and faith. The equilateral triangle,
for the Christian Mason, may also symbolize the Trinity where we
find God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
The compasses, paired with the quadrant, could also symbolize
a sextant. A sextant is a navigation tool used to measure altitude
and can thus be used to plot a course to travel. The sextant symbolizes that not only did the Past Master navigate the course of his
Lodge in the past, but that he is also qualified to do so again should
his successors require his advice or assistance.
The Hands Clasped
We may notice the symbol of two hands clasped, or as conveyed
in Masonic terminology a grip, in several non-Masonic situations.
The flag of the Commonwealth of Kentucky portrays two friends
shaking hands. They are acting out Kentucky’s motto, United we
stand and divided we fall. While this
motto may be attributed to the Commonwealth, it certainly demonstrates
an idea that Freemasonry can appreciate. When the brethren of Freemasonry are united, nothing can
cause the fraternity to fall. In these times of dwindling membership, perhaps we of the fraternity may choose to unite rather than
allow our differences to divide us.
We also notice the grips in our Masonic practices. Each of
us remember the catechisms of our several degrees where we are
taught the words and grips. In the Apprentice catechism we are
taught what a grip is and its significance. That portion of the catechism where we are taught the grip would acknowledge brotherhood in the Dark as well as in the Light may offer greater symbolism than the Apprentice is able to recognize. The Dark and the
Light can signify the good and evil or the yin and yang that each of
us encounter in life. De Hoyos offers:
The grips of the Apprentice and Fellowcraft symbolize
science, which cannot prove, and logic, which cannot demonstrate the immortality of the soul, or even its existence….
The Master’s grip is a symbol of faith: that conviction impressed upon the soul, that it outlasts this short life, which
is the only possible revelation of truths beyond the province
of the senses. (De Hoyos, 2009, p. 160.)
Here we are reminded through the symbolism of the grips that
while science and logic are invaluable in our present life’s course,
the immortality of the soul and the belief in a Supreme Creator that
is a requirement for membership in Freemasonry cannot be found
without faith.
The Phoenix
The Phoenix is a mythical and legendary fowl. The legend
provides that the Phoenix lives between 500 and 1000 years. At
the end of its life cycle the Phoenix builds a nest, ignites the nest,
and out of the conflagration a new Phoenix ascends. From the very
definition, the student of Freemasonry observes symbolism. We
see the theme of regeneration. We see the theme of self-sacrifice.
We see the theme of immortality. The Mason can visualize what
De Hoyos explained, “The phoenix was a symbol of the second
temple, rebuilt from the ashes and crumbling ruins of its predeces-

continued page 13
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continued from page 12
Symbology of Freemasonry:

This reverence for a bird of prey is significant. All mankind finds
majesty and strength in the eagle.
In relation to Masonic ideals, De Hoyos, provided, “The Eagle
is an emblem of a wise man, because his wings bear him above
the clouds, into the purer atmosphere and nearer to the source of
Light, and with that light his eyes are not dazzled. It is also a representative of the sun, itself a type of the infinite Supreme Reason
or Intelligence” (De Hoyos, A. 2009, p. 153.). This eagle is found
is several of the Scottish Rite Degrees and is found on one of the
banners in the Royal Arch degrees.
The double headed Eagle is significant in
the Scottish Rite as it is the Rite’s unique symbol (De Hoyos, A. 2009, p. 27.). This eagle
was found in early alchemical literature. This
symbol was also depicted on the banner of
the Holy Roman Empire. As such, the double
headed eagle has been on the flags and banners of most European countries and signified
the dominance of the Church and State. As a
symbol of the Byzantine Empire, it signified
the dominance of the Empire in the East and West. Therefore, the
Eagle and double headed Eagle are powerful and ancient symbols
of Masonry, Government, and Religion.
The Pelican
The Eagle and Pelican are the symbols of the 18th Degree or
Knight Rose Croix. In this Degree and as explained by De Hoyos
we notice:
The Pelican tearing its breast to nourish its young is a
symbol of every philanthropist and reformer who has offered up his life for the benefit of humanity; and so teaches
us an exhaustless munificence toward all men, and especially toward the needy and defenseless. It also represents
the large and bountiful beneficence of Nature, from whose
exhaustless bosom all created things draw their sustenance
(De Hoyos, A. 2009, p. 153.).
As we see the symbolism in the Pelican’s devotedness to its
young, so should we also be as devoted to our brethren. We Christian Masons should see in the symbolism of the Pelican, the One
who gave His life for our salvation. Perhaps Christians can also
visualize in the Pelican’s apparent tearing of its own flesh and
blood an example of Christ in the Lord’s Supper.
As we were reminded, the 18th Degree was not exclusively a
Christian Degree; the symbology of the Pelican is not exclusively
Christian. Ancient Egyptians carved images of the Pelican in their
tombs. The symbolism was toward the afterlife and self-sacrifice.
American Indians often used the image of the Pelican in their art.
We Louisianans should particularly see the symbolism of the Pelican as the Eastern Brown Pelican is the State Bird and the symbol
viewed in the State Seal and State Flag.
Conclusion
These several symbols of Freemasonry are just a sampling of
the numerous symbols a Freemason might contemplate upon. It
should be the duty of every Freemason to become proficient in the
ritual of his particular jurisdiction. However, proficiency is not
13

the end all and be all of a Freemason. This student of the Craft
wonders how many Fellowcraft Masons are aware of the fact that
trees were laid end on end and this practice was the first form of
order in architecture. This student of the Craft wonders how many
Apprentice Masons realize the significance of the point within a
circle; the only method of being created is with the compasses.
This student of the Mysteries wonders
how many Past Masters understand
the significance of the arc or quadrant
beneath the compasses on their Past
Master apron or the significance of the
apron for that matter.
As a student of Freemasonry, I
observe the symbols and searche for
their philosophical meaning. I search
for this meaning in an attempt to see
something greater than the bare symbol. This student understands Campbell’s admonition that the symbol should not be mistaken for the
ultimate goal. I recognize Tillich’s understanding that the human
vocabulary is not sufficient to articulate the wonder of the Creator.
This student appreciates Jung’s premise that mankind in all ages
and locations has a collective unconscious knowledge and drive
to use symbols to understand the Creator. Perhaps, this student is
searching for the Creator in every creation he views.
Fraternally,
Michael A. Watts, 32° KCCH

Michael A. Watts, 32° KCCH is a member of Monroe Scottish
Rite Bodies. He is Past Master of Phoenix Lodge #38 in Natchitoches and of Pyramid Lodge #869 American Canadian Grand
Lodge-United Grand Lodges of Germany. He also holds membership at Barker Lodge #129 West Point, Kentucky and O. K. Allen
Lodge #33 in Winnfield.

“That which causes us trials shall
yield us triumph: and that which make
our hearts ache shall fill us with gladness. The only true happiness is to learn,
to advance, and to improve: which could
not happen unless we had commenced
with error, ignorance, and imperfection.
We must pass through the darkness, to
reach the light.”
Albert Pike
1809-1891
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When you perform those duties, other privileges await you. If you
never perform them, you will get no farther. The responsibility we
assumed in approving you as a man worthy to be a Master Mason
and sit with us must be shared by you. Your responsibility is to be
a good lodge member. There are good Masons who are poor lodge
members, but they are not the beloved ones. The beloved lodge
member, like your father, finds labor and service and takes his pay
in the spirit of fraternity, in the love and admiration of other men,
in the satisfaction which comes from playing his part."
"But what can I do – what is my first step?"
"You want to make friends in the lodge?"
"I surely do."
"Then be a friend! I am told that the Master read tonight that
Brother Robinson is ill. Go and see him. Old Willis is back at work
after being sick a year. Call him up and tell him you are glad. Hungerford just returned from the West. He is out of a job and wants
help. Ask him to come see you. Maybe you can help him, maybe
you can't. But if a brother takes an interest in him, he will be heartened and given courage. Ask the Master for a job – he’ll use you,
never fear. A sister lodge comes to visit us next month. Offer your
car to the chairman of the entertainment committee. Bob always
has trouble getting enough for his personal column in the Trestleboard; scout around, learn a few things, tell him them. I understand
you play the piano. Offer your help to the choirmaster when he
needs someone to take the organist's place. There are one thousand
and one ways a chap can make himself known and liked in a lodge.
All you have to do is look for them."
"I see . . ."
"Not yet, you don't! But you soon will. When your eyes are
opened you'll see the lodge as a mirror. Look at yourself in it and
see just what you are. And if the reflection is dejection, dissatisfaction, unhappiness, it is because those are you. When you look in
the lodge and see yourself happy, busy, well liked, giving service
and taking joy in brotherhood as a return, you will know that you
are a real Mason, a real lodge member, a real son to a father who
learned that the secret of Masonic joy is to give, that it may be
given back to you."
"I'll begin now! Don't you want to get a smoke? I'll stay on the
door until you come back!''

Mirror Lodge

from
The Old Tyler’s Talks
by Carl Claudy
1925

“How do you like it now you've been a member six months?"
asked the Old Tiler.
"I am discouraged, " was the dejected answer of the New
Brother.
"Tell me about it," suggested the Old Tiler, leaning his sword
against the wall and shifting in his chair.
"Maybe I expect too much. My dad was a Mason and he always
thought a lot of it - he was a Past Master and a trustee. He talked
much about the friends he made in lodge and the spirit of brotherhood there, and how Masons helped each other. I have found none
of that. I come to the meetings and listen to the degrees, of course,
but the rest is all talk so far as I can find. I don't know anyone in
lodge. I am not really a part of it - I just play audience.''
"You remind me of a story," grunted the Old Tiler. "A chap
came to a wise man and said, 'I'm not popular. People don't like
me. They leave when I come around. I like people; I don't like to
be unpopular. What's the matter with me?'
"The wise man looked his inquirer over and then said, 'What
do you do when you are alone?"
"I don't do anything when I am alone,' was the answer, 'I am
never alone. I hate to be alone. It bores me. I bore myself. I have to
be with people to be happy.'
"The wise man smiled and answered, 'How do you expect not
to bore other people if you bore yourself? The man who has no resources to interest himself, cannot interest others. Go, read, think,
reflect, get an idea, a personality, a smile, a story, an accomplishment – learn something, do something, be something, amuse yourself, please yourself, interest yourself, and you can please, interest
and amuse others!' "
"You mean I find no brotherhood in lodge because I bring no
brotherhood to it?"
"You get it!" exclaimed the Old Tiler. "Masonry offers treasure
for her children who take it. But it has to be taken. She doesn't
stuff her treasures down your throat. Your father was a Past Master. That means he gave years of service to the lodge. He was a
trustee – so he was well known, liked, trusted. Men do not get well
known, liked and trusted by sitting in a corner listening. They get
up and talk, get out and work, do something, serve their fellows,
to be known and liked. Your father brought rich treasures of service, interest, ability to his lodge. His lodge gave him back honor,
responsibility, respect, love. You sit on the benches and listen! We
made you a Master Mason but only you can make yourself a good
one. We give you privileges - only you call enjoy them. We give
you opportunities – only you can use them. We did all we could for
you. Now you must prove yourself."
"Many a man comes into the lodge expecting a special reception committee, crowding around him at every meeting, saying
how glad it is to have him there. Many a man is disappointed. You
had our undivided attention as a candidate, as an Initiate, as a Fellowcraft, and when we made you a Master Mason."
"Now it's your turn. We are through with your candidacy - you
are now a part of the lodge. Every privilege has a duty attached.

Ill. Carl H. Claudy, P.G.M., 33° (18791957), is one of America's most noteworthy Masonic authors. Most Worshipful
Claudy was the Executive Secretary of the
Masonic Service Association from 1929 to
1957. He was raised in Harmony Lodge
No. 17, Washington, D.C., in 1908, serving as Master in 1932 and Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia in 1943. Before his passing on May
27, 1957, he wrote many "Short Talk Bulletins", essays, and plays, among them The
Lion's Paw, The Master's Book, and The Rose Upon the Altar.
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Suspended, and, how many are true to their word and have continued their membership – and stayed active and involved. Almost
every time that it has been my privilege to write an article in this
TRESTLEBOARD, the article has somehow mentioned Membership – our 3 R's: Recruit, Retrieve, Retain. We tend to get caught
up in Numbers. Strangely enough, one of my Resolutions for 2013
is not to mention Numbers. Will I succeed? Numbers are important to some because numbers are looked upon as the ability of our
sharing More Light through Scottish Rite membership. Numbers
are looked upon as collection of Dues and our ability to pay our
expenses and maintain our buildings. Numbers are looked upon
as success or failure – moving forward or falling back. But each
Number does equal a Brother. What has Scottish Rite been able to
give to a Mason who decides to join Scottish Rite? Is it up to each
Scottish Rite Mason who joins to become a Scottish Rite Mason
in fact – the lessons of each Degree, the Orations, the Fellowship,
and now the completing Master Craftsman Course – are all part
of each Member's ability to "become" a Scottish Rite Mason. But
what are YOU doing to help include, involve and mentor a new
Scottish Rite Mason, keep a Member active, call a Member, bring
a Member to an event, volunteer to help in an event, work in a
Reunion? Those Numbers are Brothers and you are responsible for
your Brother too.
We enter a New Year with anticipation and hope for good
health, continued work success, stability and growth of family,
material comforts, and financial improvement. In Scottish Rite, we
plan for success, have calendars of proposed Activities, present
balanced budgets, and then try to implement each. But all of these
are shared activities, and you are needed to insure success – please
be involved.
To my Christian Brothers, Merry Christmas; to my Jewish
Brothers, Happy Hanukkah; and to all of my Brothers, a Happy,
Healthy and Prosperous New Year; and of course, thank you for
continuing to be an active, involved Scottish Rite Freemason.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

Year Ends - Year Begins
The end of any year always gives me wonder; how did the year
fly by so quickly? What was really accomplished? What happened
to all of those good intentions? Perhaps you have the same feelings
and wish to hold on to or recapture some of the time that is slipping
quickly away. Certainly December is a busy month for everyone
with the joyous celebrations of Holy Events such as Christmas –
the giving and receiving of gifts, the parties and the gatherings,
the time for Family to come together. Masonically, it is busy with
Installations and Social Events. Little time to sit, reflect, and consider all that has occurred. And the clock keeps ticking toward the
next year – January, a new year to try to begin again what was
left over from the year past. We all have New Year's Resolutions
even if we do not call them that. We promise to finish that project
around the house, spend more time with family and friends, take
some "me" time. All good intentions.
In Scottish Rite, the ending of the year means gathering details
of the previous months for the Annual Report and the Fiduciary
Report – what activities and events did the Valley actually have
and how were the finances handled – all information available to
every Member. Our RiteCare activities – our philanthropy of helping children with childhood learning and speech issues – are also
reported. It amazes me when a Scottish Rite Brother decides to
Demit or "drop out" and become a Suspended Member – because
just one visit to one of our five RiteCare Centers and observing
what is accomplished by the trained Clinicians working with the
Children would have EVERY Scottish Rite Mason ask, "What can
I do to help RiteCare more?" Watching the Children progress is a
heart-breaker when a Member realizes that "his Dues" are helping
accomplish that Child's ability to speak and communicate. May we
never forget the good that we are doing in these Centers or thank
those professionals who daily make a difference in the lives of the
Children – and it happens because of you! It is our Scottish Rite's
charity – we, you, are helping hundreds of youngsters each year.
We also get concerned at the end of each year over membership numbers. NUMBERS! But each of those numbers is a Brother
– how many have passed away, how many have Demitted, how
many have decided not to pay their Annual Dues and quit, become

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE
Did You Know?
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood

There are specifications for Scottish
Rite caps!
Article XIII, Sec. 22: 32 Degree Master of the Royal Secret. The cap for a
Master of the Royal Secret shall be circular style, 3-1/8 inches high, made of heavy
black grosgrain silk. Band of 18 ligne No.
2180 black silk braid 1-1/4 inches wide
finished, a cord welt above and below
the band. One row of 3 ligne No. 1962
gilt vellum wire lace at top and bottom of
band, leaving an interval 9/16 inch on band
between the lace. On the center in front
a double-headed eagle 1-3/4 inches high
with a rayed equilateral triangle 3/4 inch
high, including rays, above the eagle. The
total height of the eagle and rayed equilateral triangle to be 2-1/2 inches. The eagle
of Nos. 29. 30 and 31 gilt bullion. The
equilateral triangle to be of red cloth outlined with No. 3 gilt jaceron with figure 32
in center and rays outside of Nos. 25 and 26
gilt bullion embroidery. A regulation gilt
bullion double overcord, fastened at lower
edge of cap on each side with a gold-plated
metal button, the latter embossed with a
double-headed eagle emblem. Cap lined
with black satin and interlined with muslin, the inner rim of buckram, with a leather
sweat band.

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

