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of the previous two Degrees, which one should conclude that the
3° is actually completed once the newly made MM takes his seat
among the rest of the Brethren; after all, what makes a MM is
his binding obligation – hence, “what makes you a MM?” Many
Brothers have been “raised” but few have truly traveled any further in their search for more Light. There are many who remain
encompassed within the Black & White tomb relying upon the
Obelisk to keep them upright, they remain bound with limitations;
which the Obelisk was not erected as a support but as a memorial
of the deceased Master for the mourning Brethren. Many Masters
are raised, yet remain just outside of the Sublime – the Sublime for
them remains a concept rather than a reality. Only we can know
if we have entered the Sublime, no one else can tell us; this is a
Secret for us to discover within our self.
With this thought, the second section’s drama of the 3° is actually an introduction into the 4° (The Secret Master), which binds
the 3° to the 4° by revealing only a portion of the Light found in
the 4°; like the old Wayfaring Man - the Hermit, which is the 9th
Key of the Tarot - shining a portion of the lamp in his hand while
yet concealing a portion of it with his cloak that is worn with honor
and humility. In this essay, I will only mention several aspects of
the 4° that I cherish within my own personal journey.
The Nonagon and the #9
One common thread found within the three versions of the 4°
is the number 9. To my findings, the Nonagon is only mentioned in
our current version of the AASR SJ’s 4° - which I believe may be a
combination of the Ouroboros and the 9 pointed star or 9 beams of
light forming a triple interlaced triangle mentioned in The Book of
the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite by Charles T. McClenachan
- and it is clearly stated that the Nonagon is the first aspect of The
Camp and is symbolic of the 9 Masonic virtues: (1) Independence
(2) Truthfulness (3) Endurance (4) Equity (5) Justice (6) Mercy (7)
Silence (8) Devotion, & (9) Attainment. These nine virtues are introduced to us using the “Tree of Life” symbol by assigning these
9 Virtues to 9 Sephirot while assigning the 10th Sephirah known
as Malchut to the material world. So the Nonagon is a symbol that
reminds us that we are to rise above our own material state of existence and progress along higher realms of existence; it serves as a
symbol of our High Degree system’s foundation. I personally also
like to apply another set of virtues mentioned by the Apostle Paul
in his letter to the Galatians which mentions the fruits of the Spirit
to be (1) Love (2) Joy (3) Peace (4) Forbearance (5) Kindness (6)
Goodness (7) Faithfulness (8) Gentleness, & (9) Self-control. Now
the 9 Fruits of the Spirit do not follow the same progression as the
9 virtues on the Tree of Life nor should they replace them, but they
are relevant to the virtues and should be an evident sign in our lives
if we are adhering to these virtues. I find they work nicely when we
compare them as the outcome of understanding and mastering the
9 virtues; for instance, once we gain our independence we discover

by
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°

We are told in the “Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide” (DeHoyos) that “As you begin your climb toward knowledge, your
eyes are anointed to discern Truth from Error. You are given the
Key to the Mysteries, and it devolves upon you to discover its use.
You will be introduced to the Kabbalah as a system of mystical
thought and shown the symbolic diagram used by the Kabbalists
to illustrate the world and all its marvelous parts. This diagram is
also introduced as a key to the symbolic language necessary for
reading and comprehending the deeper meanings of Scottish Rite
and Masonic symbolism in general… The Kabbalah is presented
as a symbolic system, not as a religious creed.”
Excerpt from Ordo ab Chao
“…I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims:
each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried
to another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the
whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at
the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew one
of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity
is taken away, and thy sin purged.” (Isaiah 6:1-7)
The purpose of the 4° is to provide an introduction to the
Lodge of Perfection, and to prepare the attention of the Secret
Master with the setting by which he is to continue his journey towards more Light. After researching several versions of the 4°, I
found certain threads of similarities that bound all three versions
together in agreement. Also, it was found that there were the usages of some symbols that not all three chose to carry out through
their version of the 4°. It was interesting to see the differences,
and it also provided a new perspective around the focus of silence,
duty, and fidelity. The versions of the 4° that are being considered
include our current 4° of the AASR of the Southern Jurisdiction A
Bridge to Light by Rex R. Hutchens and Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide by Arturo DeHoyos; the version found in The Book of
the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite by Charles T. McClenachan;
and the version found in Ordo ab Chao.
The 4th Portion in the 3°
It doesn’t take long to realize a certain peculiarity of the 3°
compared to the 1° & 2°. At first it takes on the natural procession
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Brother Gar Pickering has started the
Scottish Rite Club in Alexandria. Called
“Red River Scottish Rite Club at Alexandria”, it will serve as a recruitment tool for
the Orient when fully developed. It has
started as an informal study group until
there are members who want to develop
it further. It is open to all Masters of the
Royal Secret who live in and around Alexandria; who want to study together; hold
obligatory meetings together and fellowship together.
In time, after the development of bylaws and meeting any statuatory requirements, membership will be restricted to
Shreveport members who join after a certain future date. No dues are required at
present, as they are looking for people who
are just ready to start meeting. Visit:
www.redriverscottishriteclub.wordpress.com
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Jurisdiction Supreme Council

The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
Louisiana State University - Shreveport
Rebecca Peeples
Amy Fontenot
University of Louisiana-Monroe
Kaila Jones
Kailey Newsome
Emily Walker

2016 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation
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William V. King, 33°
Oma Frank Lee, 32º KCCH
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Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Charles K. Watts, 32°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

Elected Members

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jimmie Dean Dunkin
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Robert C. Joyner
Martin J. Reinschmidt
D. Randall Terrell

Appointed Members

C. Lenton Sartain-Chairman Emeritus
Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr. Joseph S. Monaghan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.

Investment Committee

Woody D. Bilyeu - Chairman
Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Charles H. Penn, III
Martin J. Reinschmidt Ion Lazar
Ballard L. Smith
H. Edward Durham

Speech Scholarship Committee

Richard B. Smith - Chairman
Joe A. Stroud
L. George Stenzel
George J. Lupo, Jr.
Edward A. Reine, Sr.
Gary L. Gribble
John D. Autry, Sr.

2016 Louisiana delegation RiteCare® Conference - Denver L:R - Veronica Walker-Louisiana State UniverstityBaton Rouge; Aimee Adams-Southeaster Louisiana University Hammond; Gary L. Gribble 33° Executive
Director Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation; Julie Andries University of Louisiana Lafayette and Julie Smith
Louisiana State University Health Science Center Shreveport.

On October 13th thru the 15th the Southern Jurisdiction of the Supreme Council held
the bi-annual Rite Care National Conference in Denver Colorado. The theme was “Human Progress is our Cause”. There were over 200 participants registered and in attendance for this conference. A wide range of educational programs were presented giving
opportunity for Clinic Directors and Executives from Valleys across the United States to
be together, network and share many new ideas. The Clinic Directors in attendance were
able to increase their knowledge and skills in their respective fields, while gaining some
continuing education credits.
I was fortunate enough to attend this conference with the ladies from four of our five
clinics. The time which we spent together makes our Orients programs much stronger.
They have all expressed their gratitude to the Scottish Rite members for the opportunity
to serve the children through our Rite Care endeavors.
Brethren, I can truly say that we are fortunate to have these highly skilled and talented
ladies working with our children. We are extremely fortunate to have your financial support to continue their work.
Please take some time and visit the clinic that your Valley sponsors. Your spirits will
be uplifted and your appreciation for the Rite Care program will be greatly magnified.
Fraternally,
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Executive Director

Engineering Scholarship Committee
Charles D. Smith
Neil R. Crane
E. Louis McGee

Richard B. Smith-Chair
Ralph H. Owens
Bernard L. Gould, Jr.
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and the number 81 is symbolic of that High Word added to the
value of the knowable 72 words – hence the substitution of 9 lights
may be symbolic of that lost Word shining through the darkness –
and can only be received at High Breath. This we may consider
to be the “Secret” that the Secret Master seeks from the Holy of
Holies.

continued from front page
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self-control; once we discover truthfulness we display gentleness;
once we discover endurance we are able to display faithfulness;
once we discover equity we display goodness; once we discover
justice we can display kindness; once we discover mercy we can
display forbearance; once we discover silence we find peace; once
we discover devotion we find joy; once we come to attainment we
experience love.
So we once again find ourselves at the ground floor or foundation, only now we are laying the foundation of the Camp, which is
designed to be mobile and not stationary such as the Temple. The
proceeding Degrees of the Lodge of Perfection are designed to
provide a way for us to exercise these virtues. This 9 point foundation is required of us before our foundation can be considered
complete; which the #9 is symbolic of completeness. As noted
in The Revised New Art Tarot / Mysticism and Qabalah in The
Knapp-Hall Tarot / Black & White Edition by Yolanda M. Robinson, Ph.D., the #9 encompasses the numbers 4 (the body) + 2 (the
mind) + 3 (the spirit) = 9 (the complete man). The investigation
and search for the ineffable Name of Deity encompassed within
the Tetragrammaton in the hope of gaining understanding, I feel is
the primary focus of the Lodge of Perfection.

The Numbers 3, 4 & 7, and the Letters Gimel (G),
Daleth (D), & Zayin (Z)
We are introduced to the three (3) Pillars of Wisdom, Strength,
and Beauty through the image of The Tree of Life. In the Major
Arcana of the Tarot, Key 3 is associated with Binah, which is the
third Sephirah on the Tree of Life and is associated with Imma,
and is considered the Empress. All provisions below are bestowed
upon us from Binah by way of the 7 lower Sephirot. According to
our current 4°, the Virtue of Silence sits in the place of Binah – refer to the diagram found on page 20 of A Bridge to Light (Hutchens), which silence is a focus of one of our duties in this Degree.
Now the number 3 is symbolic of many things, but mostly it is
symbolic of stability and balance. Since we are being introduced
to the Kabbalah system in this Degree, we may note that the 3
Patron Fathers of Judaism are Abraham (the Right Pillar of Mercy
– Sephirah of Chesed which stems from Wisdom); Isaac (the Left
Pillar of Judgement – the Sephirah of Gevurah which stems from
Strength); and Jacob (the Center Pillar of Truth – the Sephirah of
Tiferet which stems from Glory or Beauty) – which Equity is the
balancing factor of the three Pillars.
Now the Hebrew letter “Gimel” is the English letter of “G”;
the numerical value of “Gimel” is 3. The Hebrew letter “Gimel”
is guttural in speech, and is also symbolic of a rich man running
to provide charity to the poor man (chabad.org). The letter “G” is
found within the blazing star in this Degree, which is symbolic of
the search for Truth (A Bridge to Light-Rex Hutchens). Interesting
enough, the Hebrew letter “Daleth” (D) is symbolic of both a poor
man and a door (chabad.org) – which a “door” is a very significant
symbol of the 4° - and the numerical value of “Daleth” is 4.
Now the divine number of 3 added to the sacred number of 4
= 7, which the numerical value of the Hebrew letter “Zayin” (Z)
is 7, which 7 is the creative number of Force and is symbolic of
a “sword” or a “tongue” but derives from the a root word meaning “sustenance” or “nourishment” (hebrewforchristians.com &
gnosticteachings.org). Now the numerical value of Binah is 63
(Nefesh HaTzimtzum vol. I-Chaim-Volozhin), which 63/9=7. We
may recall the creation process as a direct result of the Word being
spoken by the Creator. According to the Major Arcana of the Tarot,
Key 7 is the Chariot, which we may recall Ezekiel’s vision of the
Wheel within a Wheel as being relevant to attainment of harmony
with the mystery of the Merkabah.
I can’t help but notice that there a lot of similarities of the principles from the 1° present in the 4°.

The Tetragrammaton, the Tree of Life, & the Holy of Holies
According to Kabbalah, the Tetragrammaton is encompassed
within the Tree of Life and each letter of the Tetragrammaton is
assigned to a specific Sephirah. The tip of the Yud is assigned to
Keter with the full body assigned to Chochmah – this forms a Holy
unity between Keter to Chochmah, almost making them appear
to be as one; while the first Heh is assigned to Binah; the Vav is
assigned to Tiferet; and the final Heh is assigned to Malchut. The
refinement process is to reunite the final Heh with the first Heh by
way of the Vav. The numerical value of the Yud is 10; the Heh is 5;
and the Vav is 6. Therefore, when adding the value of the different
variations of the Tetragrammaton that are listed below we come up
with the numerical value of 72, which is relevant in The Book of
the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite by Charles T. McClenachan;
which the numerical value of Chochmah is 72 (Nefesh HaTzimtzum vol. I Chaim Volozhin).
Yud=
10
Yud +Heh=
15
Yud + Heh+ Vav=
21
Yud + Heh + Vav + Heh= 26
Total: 72
The Lodge of Perfection is designed to encourage us to discover the Tetragrammaton within us and to develop the understanding
around how to connect the names in order to attain the number
9 in a refined way, which 7+2=9. Now 9 (symbolic of the “complete” man) x9 (symbolic of the “complete” Tetragrammaton)= 81
(the squaring of the 9), which 81 lights are to be lighted in the
Lodge of the 4°, but a substitution of 3x3=9 lights is allowed, also
8+1=9. We may draw a conclusion that the number 81 is symbolic
of that lost Word that can only be received at High Breath, which
the number 72 appears to be deficient of one number 9; therefore, I
can only speculate that the number 72 is symbolic of the words that
may be learned below to attain completion on its relevant level,

The Fence
Another impressive symbol in this Degree is the Balustrade or
Fence that separates the Holy of Holies from the Sanctuary. Now
the Hebrew letter “Chet” is symbolic of a “fence” and has a numerical value of 8. The number 8 is a significant number that is
symbolic of the spiritual realm. Hebrew boys are circumcised on
the 8th day, which is symbolic of putting away the flesh. I feel
4
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Perfection. For me it is also the foundation of the 4 Bodies of the
AASR Degree System because it pertains to laying the foundation
of the Camp; which is the Nonagon. This places us in the Sephirah
of Yesod on the Tree of Life; which is where the Virtue of Independence is placed – which Yesod is the Sephirah of Foundation
and is the entrance into the World of Formation (Yetzirah) from the
World of Action (Asiyah).
The Ivory Key with the letter Z etched into it is symbolic of the
“Breath of the Bones”, which embodies the forces of creation. This
alludes to stripping away the flesh and discovering the essence of
what we are Truly meant to become so that we may employ our
flesh in a way that allows us as a collective soul to become harmonious with all of creation. The Square is to remind us that as we
delve deeper into the mysteries, we must remember the process
of Jacob’s ladder and return from the Compasses to the Square
and back again. This is the key to regeneration, which the Ouroboros is symbolic of. It is our duty to reciprocate the knowledge
obtained by the process in order to elevate from Malchut of Asiyah (the World of Action) through all of Yetzirah (the World of
Formation) to Binah of Beriyah (the World of Creation); which
according to “Nafesh HaTzimtzum” is the highest level of human
conceptual attainment. The Laurel and Olive branches are said to
be symbolic of Peace and Unity. The sign of this Degree alludes to
the dualistic nature of man and the universe and the secrets yet to
be discovered. We now have Adoniram as a replacement of Hiram,
yet the name Adoniram joins the names of “Adonai” and “Hiram”
together signifying both the material and spiritual or G-d and man
combined in Peace and Unity. Also, according to Mackey’s Revised
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, Adoniram signifies “Lord of altitude”, which with this concept we are obliged to follow through
with our ascent.
References:
• A Bridge to Light Rex R. Hutchens
• Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide Arturo Dehoyos
• Mackey’s Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry Charles
Mackey
• The Revised New Art Tarot Mysticism and Qabalah in The
Knapp-Hall Tarot Black and White Edition Yolada M. Robinson Ph.D.
• Book of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Charles T.
McClenachan
• Nefesh HaTzimtzum vol. I Rabbi Chaim Volozhin
• Ordo ab Chao Anonymous
• The Tree of Life Chayyim Vital
• Gates of Light Joseph Gikatilla
• gnosticteachings.org
• Chabad.org
• hebrewforchristians.com
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it is important to note that the 8th Gate ascending up the Tree of
Life from Malchut is the 3rd Sephirah of Binah (Gikatilla’s Gates
of Light), because 8 is symbolic of stepping up above this material realm, passing through Binah we enter the place of the Word,
which is Chochmah. So when I see the fence, the sacred number
8 comes to mind. The “fence” is symbolic of both limitation and
separation; we are reminded that before we can pass through the
Door in the east we must understand that we must pass from the
material (the number 7) to the spiritual (the number 8).
Ascending Towards Silence
In order to ascend towards Binah, we are taught to progress
upwards by utilizing what we refer to as Jacob’s ladder (prayer
or soul), which consists of 72 steps which are alluded to by the
72 names mentioned earlier. Now we also hear of Jacob’s ladder
consisting of 4 steps which allude to the four Worlds of Kabbalah,
which are action, formation, creation, and emanation – which the
Tree of Life embodies these Worlds and they are travelled by way
of the Tetragrammaton. We also are familiar with the concept of
Jacob’s ladder consisting of the 3 steps of Faith, Hope, and Charity; which all three concepts mentioned are a witness to one another.
According to Chaim Volozhin’s Nafesh HaTzimtzum vol. I, the
Nefesh (lowest level of soul) is associated with action and blood;
the Ruach (the middle level of soul) is associated with speech and
wind; the Neshamah (the third level of soul, which is closest to the
Divine and hovers above us, yet, is still connected to us) is associated with thought and the brain. Now speech is an essential part
of our Nefesh, which is associated with our flesh; therefore, blood
and speech both pertain to the lower aspects of soul, hence the
penalty of the 1°. Now in this Degree it states clearly that the work
is suspended, and silence is taught. Therefore, the fence reminds us
of our limits, and that we must broaden our focus from the workings of the material alone and enter into a new realm of spirituality
that will combine our worlds together freeing them of their limits
by understanding through Binah/understanding/silence – which
Binah is intimate with Chochmah and Keter through Da’at.
Earlier it was noted how Isaiah states that he is “undone” and a
“man of unclean lips” among a people of “unclean lips” – Isaiah’s
eyes are opened and he couldn’t deny the Square ever present before his face separating him from the King, the Lord of Hosts and
all His Glory; he had to confess his condition. At this point, one of
the seraphim flies over to him with a live coal from the altar and
places the coal on Isaiah’s lips, then proclaims that his iniquity is
taken away and his sin has been purged. There are deeper mysteries to this passage, but one thing that stands out to me in relation to
this Degree is that we must realize that we are limited and that the
sealing of the lips is the first step in the preparations for ascension
and that we must separate ourselves or become independent from
the material world without isolation. And when we have laid down
the foundation of the Camp, the “posts of the door” will move, and
we will understand the mystery of the Chariot.

Fraternally yours,
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
Valley of Lake Charles

In Conclusion
The 4° is considered the introductory Degree to the Lodge of
5
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On my drive to the airport in the early morning in heavy (monsoon) rain, I was getting texts that my son's school was closed because of flooding in my parish and I worried that the flight may be
canceled. We finally took off in what would be a historical 500-year
flooding rain storm for our state of Louisiana. We were welcomed
with blue skies and the nice summertime heat of Washington D.C.
This trip, for me, is what I think of as a Masonic pilgrimage, not
unlike an ancestral pilgrimage like Irish to the Blarney Stone, or
traditional Christian Pilgrimage to the Holy Land or Vatican.
For me, this was a Masonic Pilgrimage to see the House of the
Temple, headquarters of the Supreme Council, to learn more about
Scottish Rite Masonry. Upon arriving at the House of the Temple,
we were treated to a fine reception including a grand meal with
Illustrious Ronald A. “Ronnie” Seal and the staff of the House of
the Temple. Illustrious Brother Seale, or “Ronnie” as he like to be
called when he is among friends, made the statement “Welcome to
your House” and by the end of the weekend, we truly understood
what he meant. This is our house, and the history of the Scottish
Rite. Our history was on grand display in the museum and a written history in our library inside the House of the Temple.
The conference is for sharing what is great and what works in
our respected valleys to help grow the VMAP program. This will
help other valleys better themselves and grow, including our own.
Lots of good ideas came out of the conference and I'm sure some
will be put into VMAP. For me, it meant a lot to be discussed and
even more to listen to. Listening to what my brothers from across
the country had to say. The Louisiana Passport Program Book was
highlighted as we were one of the only passport books to be represented there. I able to get my passport signed for visiting the
House of the Temple by Admiral.Sizemore and upon showing him
my VMAP coin, he tapped it with his own.
I go back to a story that Brother Seale told to us. Admiral Sizemore had flown him out to an aircraft carrier and while on the deck
of the carrier, Ronnie asked “how long does it take to turn this ship
around?” Admiral Sizemore told Ronnie a set time, but added “we
can do it a lot faster but we would sling the aircraft off the ship and
may do damage to the ship and crew!” This meant a lot me. To me,
this meant change can happen fast but if it happens too fast you can
damage what you are trying to change. That sometimes slow but
steady change is what's needed to make it come out the other side
undamaged.
The closing ceremony was something that I will carry for a
life time. Ronnie’s talk was both uplifting and somber at the same
time. I understand why he is the Commander. We ended the day
with the four of us from Louisiana having a great dinner and great
conversation.
On our flight back home, even with the news of flooding, I
was going over everything I had seen, heard, and learned over this
weekend. I take away a great pride in the Scottish Rite as a whole
and a greater respect of my own Valley. I believe the New Orleans
of our history and past leadership will afford us a great outlook to
our future.

During the weekend of August 12-13, I traveled to Washington
D. C. and attended the Sovereign Grand Commander’s 2016 Fellows Conference. John C. Miller and I were honored to represent
the Valley of New Orleans at the Conference. It was an experience
that I won’t soon forget.
We departed Louisiana in a rain storm and landed in Washington in a heat wave. We checked into the hotel and it wasn’t long
before we met up with a other Fellows and soon departed for our
first meeting at the House of the Temple.
The House of the Temple is an amazing and awe inspiring
building. I have always dreamed of visiting. The first evening was
spent getting to know the staff and all the other fellows from across
the country. We ended the evening with a tour of the temple. The
Sovereign Grand Commander Ronnie A. Seale 33° and the entire
staff of the House of the Temple were very welcoming. It felt like
home because as Ronnie said “The House of the Temple is your
house. Welcome home.”
The following day we broke into groups and subsequently
gathered to share and learn ideas at other Valleys. We were charged
with applying the ideas once home. One of the things that I took
away from conference is that the younger membership wants a
longer more personal experience with the degrees. This can be accomplished in many ways, conferring the degrees over a longer
period of time is one example. I believe that we have the key
to increasing membership as well as retaining members and have
always had said key. That key is Scottish Rite Masonry. Let’s stop
looking outside for what we already have inside our Rite, such
as degrees and history and give our new members a Scottish Rite
Masonry that they can feel has value and be proud of. This will
not happen overnight but small changes can make a big difference.
I made new friendships and enjoyed the great fellowship. I will
never forget the concluding ceremony. If you have ever had the
chance to hear our Sovereign Grand Commander speak then you
know why he holds that office. His words are moving and from
the heart. The ceremony made a great and lasting impression that
I will never forget. I look forward to sharing what I have learned
from the other Valleys nationwide with my own.
Upon returning to Louisiana, we witnessed the devastation
caused by the historic floods that had been taking place since our
departure. Seeing the people from all communities across the state
coming together and helping each other and the actions being taken to help in any way that they could from our own Fraternity was
astounding. Being someone who has lost everything in similar circumstances, my heart is with those who are struggling to put their
lives back together. The togetherness that we are all see among
our communities and our Fraternity in this trying time makes me
genuinely proud to be a Louisiana Mason.
Fraternally yours,
Garland M. Gisclair, 32°
Valley of New Orleans

Garland Gisclair and I were given the honor of representing the
New Orleans Valley in Washington D.C. for the Sovereign Grand
Commander 2016 Fellows Conference. I extremely humbled by
this chance of a lifetime.

Fraternally yours,
John C. Miller, 32°
Valley of New Orleans
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sons is being given to him, if from you, and you, and you on the
benches, comes smothered laughter? Will it add anything to the
impressiveness of the degree in his eyes? Will he feel that what
he is being given is sacred, valuable, precious to his heart? Or will
he say to himself, 'Evidently there is a catch in this somewhere...
I guess it's a joke, and I am it!' You have spoken of Filby, who has
stage fright and whose voice raises an octave because of it. Filby
wasn't blessed by nature with a beautiful voice, but God gave him
something precious to Masonry, and that is earnest, sincere, genuine enthusiasm. I have been in this lodge for more years than you
have been on earth, and I have never known a Senior Deacon to
put more into his work than Filby does, though he has a poor voice.
The words Filby uses are inspired words; the degree he puts on is a
noble degree. And Filby does it as if inspired by its nobility. Would
you laugh at a hero saving a life because he was dressed in caps and
bells? Can't you hear, beyond poor Filby's cracked vocal chords,
the chimes pealing in his heart as he tries to make his words impressive and beautiful?" "Another of you has found it funny when
a candidate for the third degree has not understood his part and
made it difficult for the team to put him through the ceremony. At
Receiving Hospital last week they brought in a young man suffering from a broken arm. He was very ignorant; one of those foreigners who understands little or nothing of American ideas and ideals.
And to him a hospital was a torture place, a house where doctors
cut people to pieces for their pleasure. He was frightened almost
to death and struggled and fought, while the surgeons tried to control him that they might set his arm. Was it funny? Or was it sad,
that ignorant people had so destroyed his faith in his kind that he
couldn't recognize kindness and help when he saw it?"
"The man who was too frightened to understand and so made
his third degree difficult was a victim of those who had tormented
an imaginative mind with the idea of goats and pain and indignity in a Masonic lodge. I find nothing funny in it; only sadness."
"Don't think of me as an old kill-joy. A good laugh at some wit in
a business meeting, a good laugh at a good story after lodge; these
are all well and good; wholesome and natural. Whether they are
located in a lodge, a church or a home, they are good." "But not in
a church during service, not in a lodge during a degree. There is
no laugh in the lodge during any degree which is not an insult to
the officers, and a badge of ignorance and ill-manners for him who
laughs. Charity we can preach; charity we should practice towards
those who do not do so well in the degrees as we think we might;
the fraternity is not to be laughed at because there are some who
make one part of the third degree less real than strenuous." "Look,
my brother, for what lies beneath; regard not so much the outward
form as the inward meaning and you will not again be tempted to
consider a degree as a substitute for a vaudeville performance, a
lodge as a temple of laughter."
The Old Past Master ceased and sat quiet, waiting. "But I say!"
cried the Young Mason, "Don't you think you are a little rough
with us?"
"You are all much too good material to allow to spoil for the
sake of your feelings," answered the Old Past Master with a smile.
"But you sure take a chance we'll dislike you for plain speaking."
"What do I matter? You may dislike me... but I don't believe you
will laugh in lodge again!"
"I'll say I won't either!" answered the Young Mason. It's a
promise...and I'd like to shake hands!" -End

Carl H. Claudy, P.G.M., 33° (1879-1957), is one of America's
most noteworthy Masonic authors.
Brother Claudy was the Executive Secretary of the Masonic
Service Association from 1929 to 1957. He was raised in Harmony Lodge No. 17, Washington, D.C., in 1908, serving as Master
in 1932 and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the District of
Columbia in 1943. Before his passing on May 27, 1957, he wrote
many "Short Talk Bulletins", essays, and plays, among them The
Lion's Paw, The Master's Book, and The Rose Upon the Altar.

When Laughter Is Sad

from
The Old Tyler Talks - Carl Claudy
“Oh, it's going to be rich. The poor fish is scared to death. And
you know when Abbot does the work in the third degree how, er...
well, let's call it impressive, he is." The Young Mason chuckled at
the thought. "That's not going to be the only funny thing happen
Wednesday night, "answered another newly raised brother. "I happen to know my friend Ted is going to do the Senior Deacon's part.
And Ted gets stage fright. He doesn't lose his memory or anything,
but his voice goes up about an octave and a half; Oh, it's funny. I
laughed, last time I heard him..." "I had a good laugh at one of the
members of my class when I went in, "chimed a third voice. "He
couldn't understand what was going on and objected to every move
and generally reminded me of a bucking billy goat. I laughed until
I cried. I shall look forward to Wednesday night..."
"I wonder," broke in a quiet voice, "if you young gentlemen
realize what it is you are saying?"
"Why... why... why of course, we do. We haven't said anything
wrong, have we?" inquired the first speaker of the Old Past Master
sitting quietly in the corner of the ante-room, listening.
"I am an old, old man," countered the Old Past Master, gently. "I have lived a long, long time, and the longer I live the less
able I am to classify anything as wholly right or wholly wrong.
I wouldn't say that what you said is wrong in the sense that it is
intentional evil. It is wholly wrong from my point of view, to bite
the hand that feeds you, to abuse hospitality, to belittle the agency
that helps you, to deride and make sport of holy things, to injure
that which is valuable to others even though valueless to yourself."
"But, good heavens, man. We haven't done any of those things.
Why, I only said that Abbot is so impressive he'd make a good
laugh come out on Wednesday's degree..."
"That was enough, my brother. Is there a church into which
you would go with the idea of laughing at a penitent at the Altar?
Is there a church in which you would think it right to laugh at a
communicant partaking of the bread and wine? Is there a church
where the spectacle of a man on his knees would make you laugh,
no matter how odd or peculiar he was or how he was dressed?"
"Of course not. I don't laugh in church..." one of the young
men replied.
"Then why laugh in the lodge? In all the third degree, is there
humor? Do you not know that it is a tragedy which the third degree
portrays, a tragedy no less that it teaches an inspiring lesson, and
has the inspiration of all that is good and noblest in a good man's
character? What do you think a candidate thinks when the most
solemn, the most sacred, the most secret of a Master Mason's les7
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Chamber of Reflection
by
Jordan T. Yelinek

Freemasonry is an initiatic society, and her rituals are transformative. The cultivation of the prospect for our Craft should be the
utmost care of our Lodges, and when that prospect is made into a
candidate for the mysteries of Freemasonry, it is our duty to ensure
that he is indeed duly and truly prepared. The Brethren, on the candidate’s entrance into the Lodge, can readily examine the physical
preparation of the candidate, yet the mental preparation of the candidate too must be addressed. All too often, a candidate is rushed
from his daily, dull cares of life, into the preparation room, where
he is physically prepared, but carries with him, into the Lodge, the
worries of his day.
An interstitial space between the profane and the initiated,
the Chamber of Reflection provides an opportunity for our candidates to separate from the profane world, and ready their hearts
and minds for the great work in which they are about to engage
themselves.
The form of the Chamber of Reflection varies greatly between different jurisdictions. The most familiar are adorned with
alchemical and arcane symbols, together with those of mortality.
Still others are adorned with pieces of modern art, and some are
quite plain. In all, the candidate for the Entered Apprentice degree
spends some 30 minutes to an hour in the Chamber previous to
his Initiation. The end result, in all three cases, if executed with
attention and care, is the due and true mental preparation of the
candidate.
The origins of the Chamber of Reflection draw themselves
from the Pythagorean mystery schools, and even from the Cult of
Mithras (perhaps another progenitor of our Craft). Here, novitiate's
were secreted away in a cave previous to the initiatory observances
of these orders. To us, the Chamber is also reflective of this cave,
as seen most closely in the arcane Chamber, which is painted black
and small in size, to mirror this experience.
The arcane chamber also commonly possesses the skull,
crossbones, scythe, or other emblems of mortality, familiar to us
through our third degree. A small plate of bread and glass of water, intended for the candidate to eat and drink, are present and
are simple food for the work ahead. Alchemical elements, most
commonly sulfur, salt and mercury, are drawn upon the walls.
To the alchemists, these were the Tria
Prima, and believed that all substances
were, figuratively, formed of these three
elements. Again, to the alchemist sulfur
is a masculine element, and represents
strength, salt is considered neutral, and
represents wisdom; and Mercury, a feminine element, represents beauty. An hourglass is also present, to mark the time and
also for the familiar elements from our
3rd Degree. Phrases are sometimes written up on the wall, such as Perseverance
and Vigilance. A mirror is occasionally
present for the physical reflection of the
candidate, together with the spiritual.
In all types of chambers, arcane, modern, or plain, a philo-
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sophical testament is written, or the candidate answers questions prepared for him in advance. Examples of such questions,
used by Prometheus Lodge No. 851 in San Francisco, CA, are:
• In the modern world, in which we live, what drew you to seek
membership in the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons?
• It has often been stated that, simply, the goal of Freemasonry
is to make good men better. What is it, in yourself that you are
seeking to better, through your experience of the fraternity?
• One of the principal tenets of Freemasonry is Brotherly
Love. How, through the exercise of brotherly love, will you support and enable those around you in seeking to better themselves
through the Fraternity?
These questions are then sealed in an envelope, with the candidate’s signature across the seal, and presented by the Brother who
retrieves him from the Chamber. Some Lodges hold these questions, and return them to the candidate, unopened, on his raising
to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason, while others read them
in open Lodge before the initiation, to better know their candidate,
and best match his experience to his needs and desires. Both are
common throughout the fraternity.
Ultimately, the Chamber of Reflection provides an opportunity
for the candidate to separate from the profane world as he begins
his journey in Masonry. It provides reflection on who he is as a
man, what he wishes to accomplish in his life, and how the Craft
fits into that path. The symbolism of the arcane chamber, while
most common throughout the world, may not be immediately clear
in its purpose to the candidate, and perhaps either a chamber filled
with modern art, or an unadorned chamber with a candle, pen or
pencil and paper for the candidate to answer his questions upon
may provide the optimum experience for the growth of the newest
Entered Apprentice. Though, through the use of the Chamber of
Reflection, or not, it is our duty as Brethren, to ensure the due and
true preparation of our candidates, both physically and mentally,
for the good of our Craft.

Originally printed: Jordan T. Yelinek, P.M., “The Chamber of
Reflection,” The Voice of Freemasonry in the Nation’s Capital, An
Official Publication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Washington, DC, Volume 30, Number 1, 2013, 26-27.
Featured Southern California Research Lodge Fraternal Review November 2016 Volume 57 Number 10.
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2016 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Clayton A. Wolfe, 33°
Bernard L. Gould, Jr., 32° KCCH
K. Joseph Kueck, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32° KCCH
Michael W. Nastasi, 32°KCCH
Dave H. Krasner, 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple

433 Metairie Road - Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70005
Sect’y: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
Tel: (504) 835-3780
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2017 Membership Fees are due!
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
7:30 PM
6209 3rd Street Harahan, LA 70123
(Louisiana Lodge #102)

Wednesday, December 7th
Christmas Program
Election of Officers

Wednesday, January 4
Valley Gribls Degree

Tuesday, January 31st

Advisory Conference - Office

Wednesday, February 1st

5:30 PM

Valentine’s Day Program

Wednesday, March 1st
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, April 5th
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 25th

Advisory Concerence - Office

Wednesday, May 3rd
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, June 7th

Chris Mabry-Guest Speaker

5:30 PM

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Garland M. Gisclair, 32°
John C. Miller, 32°
Freddie J. Touchet, 32° KCCH

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Lee Sands, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Eddie A. LeBoeuf, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Adam G. Krolikowski, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH

Venerable Master’s Message

My Brothers, as you read this message,
I am preparing to preside at my last meeting
as The Venerable Master of the Albert Pike
Lodge of Perfection. It has be a year filled
with some great events and some events
not so great. I had high hopes to be able to
raise some funds for the Valley by having
a Valley Cruise, but I realize that we have
many of our members who just aren’t into
cruising or simply cannot take that much
time away from their business or more importantly their children. Remember we, as
Masons, always put our families first before we even think about anything else.
It has pleased me to see the number of
members and their ladies who are attending
our meeting to continue to grow. I hope that
the next man up can keep that trend going.
But, as have most of the men that served in
this position before me, I had hopes that we
would not lose a great number of our members to the dreaded messenger of death, but
alas, this year, thirty members passed to
that house not made with hands. The oldest
was Ill. Raymond C. Fink, 33° at the age
of 97. The youngest was Brother Dorman
“Dee” Haefele at the age of 53.
At our December meeting we will install the 2017 Officers. I know that the
nominating committee has read over the
resumes that have been submitted and have
9

nominated those men that they feel can best
fill the chairs in those four bodies. We will
also have our annual holiday celebration
prior to the open installation of officers. I
encourage everyone to attend and support
the brothers that will lead your Valley in
2017.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank each and every one of you who have
assisted me during my term as Venerable
Master.
In closing, let me again thank you for
allowing me the privilege of serving this
Historic Scottish Rite Valley.
Fraternally yours,
Clayton A. “Clay” Wolfe, 33°
Venerable Master

From The Director of Work

My Brothers, first let me thank the Valley of Baton Rouge for all of their efforts
to hold the reunion in November. I guess
the saying, “you cannot keep a good man
down”, is alive and well in Baton Rouge.
Certainly, it may have been a bit different
than what you are accustomed to, but they
pushed through the mess and destruction
and brought new members into the two
Valleys.
I would be remiss if I did not mention the passing of Robert A. Barrios, 32°
KCCH,one of the Valley’s outstanding ritualist. Brother Barrios passed away at the
age of 66 on October 6th. He was a major
player in a number of the degrees and he,
like many Masons, did not know the meaning of the word “no” If Rob was to head
up a task, get out of the way, because it was
going to get done. I know that I am not
alone when I say he will be terribly missed.
May He Rest in Peace.
Fraternally,
Elmo J. Barnes, Jr., 32° KCCH
Director of Work
continued page 14

In Memoriam
Robert A. Barrios
Delbert Danny Becker
William A. Bisso
Henry Hoffman
James Jones
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Venerable Master’s Message

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple

725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
accepts MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, December 13th
Installation of Officers
4° Degree Conferral

6:00 PM

Tuesday, January 10th

6° and 7° Degree Conferral

6:00 PM

Tuesday, February 7th

8° and 12° Degree Conferral

6:00 PM

Spring Reunion

March 11th

4°-9/10°-14°-17°-18°-30°-32° Degrees

Tuesday, March 14th

Candidate Appreciation Dinner

Tuesday, April 11th

Service of Remembrance

6:00 PM

Tuesday, May 9th

19° and 20° Degree Conferral

Tuesday, June 13th

21° and 24° Degree Conferral

Tuesday, July 11th

26° Degree Conferral

Summer Reunion

6:00 PM

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

August 12-13

Note: The Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January, April, July
& October) at 5:30 pm.

The Shreveport Valley is taking on
a new method in the conferral of the degrees of the Scottish Rite. These changes
are designed (and subsequently being
implemented) in order to give each of our
stated communications a “broader” scope.
How many times have you been to a Valley
meeting where the meeting was opened, recently departed brethren were recognized,
the minutes and the Treasurer’s report were
read, then we closed and went home? My
guess is that it has happened fairly often.
With this in mind, beginning with our
December Valley meeting, the Shreveport
Valley will begin to confer 1-2 degrees
per meeting, in addition to conducting the
regular business of the Valley. We will still
hold 2 Reunions per year, but the Spring
Reunion will be a one-day event, and cover
the terminal degrees, along with 2-3 nonterminal degrees to “round out” the day.
The Summer/ Fall Reunion will still be a
full 2 day Reunion, covering all of the degrees that the Shreveport Valley can confer
(currently 19 degrees and climbing).
This change is being implemented, as
I stated before, to give our Valley meetings more of an “experience” and also to
keep our Degrees “sharp”. This change
will also facilitate the development of new
cast members, crew, etc., and has the added
benefit of allowing several brethren the opportunity to become a Scottish Rite Mason,
that might not otherwise be able to do so.
We have already had several Brothers respond, that plan to attend the 4th degree at
our December meeting.
Again, this is a change in method, being made to improve the experience for our
Scottish Rite members, to develop existing
talent within the Valley and also to bring
in new membership. There will be changes
needed to this initial approach, as there are
with all new ideas and methods, but overall the excitement in the Shreveport Valley
is high. The main feeling within the Valley
is that this is a great step to a better, more
meaningful experience for our membership
and our Valley.
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2016 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

M. Darin West, 32°
Stephen C. McLellan, 32° KCCH
Stephen C. McLellan, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Samuel B. Owens, 32° KCCH
M. Darin West, 32°
Kenneth M. Hamm, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

John T. Dark, 33°
Robert E. Bazzell, 33°
E. Allen Kelly, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Kenneth R. Fuller, 33°
Prior:		
Troy J. Jones, 32°
Preceptor:
J. David Maxey, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
continued from previous column
Venerable Master’s Message:

Our first test of this new method will
occur at the December Shreveport Valley
meeting, on December 13th, 2016. We will
confer the 4th Degree – Secret Master, followed by a meal and then election for 2017
officers. So, if you are currently a Scottish
Rite Mason or a Master Mason interested
in becoming a Scottish Rite Mason, come
join us in December!!
Fraternally yours,
M. Darin West, 32°
Venerable Master

From The Secretary’ Desk

Our November meeting always includes recognition of our new 50-Year
members, as well as a featured Veterans
Day presentation and this year was no exception. Brother Billy Joe Smith received
his 50 Year Membership Certificate and
“Blue Cap”. W: Bro Smith is a member
continued page 14

In Memoriam
Milton J. Cameron, II
Bruce N. Lynn
A. Leon Maxey
Elbert L. Mott
Johnny M. Swanson
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D. Blake Ford, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2017 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, December 21st
Christmas Program

Wednesday, January 18th
Installation of Officers

Wednesday, February 15th
Valentine Program

Wednesday, March 15th
Rainbow Girls Program

Wednesday, March 29th
KCCH Dinner

Spring Reunion
Thursday, April 13th

April 1-2

Service of Remembrance

Wednesday, April 19th

Sesquintennial - City of Lake Charles

Wednesday, May 17th

Honoring Mayor Randy Roach

Wednesday, June 21st

Recognition of First Responders

Wednesday, July 19th
Patriotic Program

Wednesday, August 16th

On The Road - Hope Lodge #145
ULL Childhood Language Center

Fall Reunion

September 9-10

Happy Holidays to you and your loved
ones. After celebrating a time of thanks in
November for the many blessing received
during the year, we look forward to various religious observances during the month
of December. It is a wonderful time of the
year to gather with family and friends to
visit, dine, pray, and worship the GAOTU.
It is also a good time to reconnect with
those with whom we have been out of
touch, and rekindle the spirit of brotherly
love and friendship.
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies has
two events in December that are perfect
opportunities to visit old friends and meet
new ones. The holiday backdoor lunch is
on Friday, December 2, 2016 at 11:45 a.m.
Ill. Brother Ray Moses and his kitchen staff
will provide a holiday meat entre and the
ladies will bring their favorite covered dish
when combined together yields a culinary
feast of delicious abundance.
Wednesday, December 21, 2016, is
the stated communication of Lake Charles
Scottish Rite Bodies, and the annual election of officers. We wish to thank and
recognize those who served as principal
officers for 2016: Venerable Master - Jim
Golding, 32° KCCH, Wise Master – Mount
Newby, 32°, Commander – David Scritchfield, 32°, and Master of Kadosh – Terry
Fowler, 32° KCCH. They will preside at
the election in December where new officers in each body will be elected for 2017.
Our January 18, 2017 meeting will be
the installation of the 2017 officers for all
bodies and a program observing the anniversary of the Council Body and Degrees
(15th through 30th) by our Fellow, Brother
Joe Vincent, 32°. This will start the New
Year off with a calendar of new programs
and opportunities to be even more involved
in the great work of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in
Southwest Louisiana. On behalf of the
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies, we
wish you safe, happy, healthy holidays and
a most prosperous New Year.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December
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2016 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

James R. B. Golding, 32° KCCH
Richard D. Morgan, 32° KCCH
J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Mount W. Newby, 32°
Donald G. Head, 32° KCCH
Jeffery S. Haley, 32°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David W. Scritchfield, 32°
Kirby O. Vinson, 32°
Charles G. Callahan, 33°

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Terrell D. Fowler, 32° KCCH
Thomas E. Boggan, 32° KCCH
Harold H. Young, 33°

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
Secretary All Bodies:
D. Blake Ford, 33°

In Memoriam
God is Great!

December 2016 - January 2017

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR1@bellsouth.net

2017MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE!!!
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Summer Reunion
Aug 27 & Sept 10
Monday, December 12th
Election & Installation of Officers

Monday, January 9th
Regular Meeting

Monday, February 13th
Valentine’s Day Program

Monday, March 13th

Regular Meeting
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on
regular meeting days.

2016 Officers

Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Christopher J. Adams, 32°
Chester L. Finley, 32°
Gregory J. Avant, 32°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

R. Shane Marchand, 32°
James E. Pearce, 32° KCCH
J. Andrew Owen, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Timothy P. Sibley, 32°
1st Lt. Commander: Timothy E. Ackermann, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Richard W. Black, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Frederic D. Denham, Jr., 32°
James E. Duncan, 32°
Ashley M. Hebert, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°

Due to the “Great Flood” of 2016, our
Valley Buildings were over run with four
feet of water, which destroyed almost everything, your secretary’s home included.
We have since relocated our Charters to
Trinity Union Lodge, located at 3950 Florida Blvd. How we proceed is a subject of
great discussion.
A hearty Thank You! to the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of Trinity Union Lodge #372 who graciously
extended an invitation to the Valley to use
their facility for our meetings and provided
room to re-establish the office. We are up
and running now and open from 9 am until one o’clock in the afternoon for your
connivance. The telephone number and
mailing address have not changed. Feel
free to come by anytime you are in the
area. Scottish Rite members drop by from
time to time to pay dues are check on other
members and just to fellowship one with
another.
The Valley had a very successful Fall
Reunion under the direction of Bro. Nick
Auck, 33°, Reunion Director. A special
thanks to all the degree teams, cooks and
behind the scene people for a job well
done. The Candidates received the 4th,
12th, 13th, and 14th degrees. All business
pertaining to Scottish Rite are conducted in
the Lodge of Perfection and the new members will be able to attend those meeting
while waiting for the Spring Reunion for
their remaining degrees.
An early “congratulations” to the elected and appointed officers who will lead us
into the 2017 year. They will be facing a
very trying year with a lot of hard labor as
we reconstruct the Valley. We have an impressive group of brothers in all four bodies who will meet the challenges ahead of
us and lead to an even stronger Valley than
before the destruction of the buildings by
the flood waters.
Remember the installation of officers
will be December 9th. The installation will
be an open meeting and a meal will be prepared for guest and family members.
On January 1st of each year, dues are
due. Check your card and make sure you
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have the new 2017 membership card. You
will be receiving a new plastic card now as
opposed to the yearly sticker used in the
past.
The Valley of Baton Rouge Scottish
Rite meetings are now held at the Trinity
Union Lodge #372 at 7:30pm the second
Monday of every month until further notice. Remember to mark your calendar
stated meeting time and bring a brother
who hasn’t been able to attend. I look forward to seeing you!
Fraternally yours,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33°
General Secretary

In Memoriam
George Sam Roberts

December 2016 - January 2017
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Personally Speaking

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple

205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: W. O. “Will” Cooke, 32° KCCH
Tel: 318-343-6388 Fax: 318-343-5492
Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2017Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, December 1st

Election & Installation of Officers

Thursday, January 5th
Regular Meeting

Thursday, February 2nd
Valentine’s Program

Thursday, March 2nd

The Monroe Valley held its fall Reunion in October and three new Masters of
the Royal Secret joined the Valley. The
new Director of the Works, Brother Cash
Melville did a stellar job. Congratulations
are due all for a job well done.
We have a problem with a swarm of
bees that has made a home in one of our
walls and the paneling is buckling from the
comb. Fortunately, we have found a beekeeper that has agreed to remove the hive
and comb, but that comes with a cost.
Hunting season is in full swing except
for ducks but the weather has not cooperated to say the very least. We are in a
drought after horrific flooding earlier this
year but to those Brothers in the Baton
Rouge area, any rain at any time may be
too much.
As we approach the Holiday Season, let
us do so by giving thanks to the Great Architect of the Universe for all that we have
received this year and pray for blessings
in the upcoming year. I would think that a
prayer for our country as a whole would be
in order as well.
Until we meet again my Brothers.
Fraternally,
Travis M. Holley, 33°
Personal Representative

Regular Meeting

Thursday, April 6th

Service of Remembrance & Renewal

Spring Reunion
Thursday, May 4th

2016 Officers

April 8th

On The Road - Winnfield

Thursday, June 1st
On The Road - Delhi

Thursday, July 6th

On The Road - Winnsboro

Thursday, August 3rd
On The Road - TBA

Thursday, September 7th
Regular Meeting

Thursday, October 5th
Feast of Tishri

Fall Reunion
October 28th
Thursday, November 2nd
Regular Meeting

The Advisory Conference meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 pm.

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Leroy G. Stenzel, Jr., 33°
Richard L. James, 33°
Will P. Gray, 33º

From the Secretary’s Desk

Holiday greetings from Monroe! For
several years, We have had an unbeknown
bee problem in the south wall of the building. The massive hive has been removed
and reconstruction is underway. Sorry,
we didn't get any honey, as the beekeepers needed the comb and honey to feed the
bees during the winter.
Please be advised of upcoming dates
and mark your calendar accordingly.
*December 1st-Election and Installation of officer and Potluck Christmas Dinner.
*December 26th-Christmas Holiday
Office will be closed.
As always, let us remember our troops
and first responders in our prayers. They
are taking care of important business so
we can enjoy our holidays with family and
friends.
Fiat Lux!
W. O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

J. D. Harper, 32°
M. Cash Melville, 32°
Bruce D. Osbon, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Mitchell A. Reynolds, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Michael A. Watts, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
E. Orum Young, 32°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Willis B. “Jake” Evans, 32°
John A. Howard, 32°
J. Keith Gates, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Wilson O. “Will”Cook, 32° KCCH
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In Memoriam

Chester Alton Drummond
Paul Thomas Hammond
Edward J. Murphy
Clifford D. Whitehead

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE
continued from page 9
New Orleans Valley news:

From The Secretary’s Desk
Wait a minute, can someone tell me
where the year 2017 went? It seems like
just last week I was preparing for the election of officers for 2016 and now I am doing the same for 2017. Many say as you
get more knowledgeable, - like the way I
didn’t say older? - the years go by more
quickly. If that is the case, then I must be
approaching the level of “Genius” because
time is flying by and I have no idea where
it is going.
As our Venerable Master stated in his
section, we lost thirty members this year.
I have known many of these brethren for
a long time, and some of them I had only
met since taking over as General Secretary.
But they were all great men; they were all
my brothers; and even if we had some differences of opinions, when we parted ways,
we parted as Brothers. The recent passing of Brother Rob Barrios hit very close
to home. Rob had just help me raise my
nephew in Perfect Union Lodge two nights
before his passing. He looked great and
performed flawlessly. You never know
when the leveler of time will call on you.
Thank you to those of you that have
paid your 2017 dues. By now you should
have received your new dues card. Yes,
when you pay your 2017 dues you will get
a new membership card. The “experiment”
with the permanent dues cards and the
yearly stickers is over. You now receive a
new card each and every year. The card is
more durable than the paper cards from the
past, and you need to sign it as soon as you
receive it. Carry it with pride, because you
may never know when you might need to
present it at a meeting or reunion.
Speaking of dues, as of this printing
8% of our membership have not paid their
2016 dues. I recently sent an email out to
those that have email addresses reminding
them that their dues are now considered
past due. The Supreme Council has mailed
the 2017 notices and we ask that you take
return your payment as soon as you possibly can. Remember, you can pay your dues
on line at www.scottishrite.org or you can
call the office and we can take your credit
card information over the phone.
If you break your due down to a monthly or even daily basis, you will see that the
cost of belonging to the Scottish Rite is a

small sum. $120 divided by 12 months
equals $10 per month. $10 per month divided by 30 days equals 33 cents per day. I
know many of us spend $10.00 per month
on something frivolous or something that
we really could do without. Would it be
beneficial to you if we offered a monthly
automatic charge to your credit card? This
is something that we are looking into.
Come out to a meeting, we meet at
Louisiana Lodge #102 6209 3rd Street in
Harahan, La. It is right off off Jefferson
Highway and off of Hickory Ave.
Fraternally yours,
Martin A. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

continued from page 10
Shreveport Valley From The Secretary’s Desk:

of Haughton Lodge No. 95. Brother Smith
was raised in June 1965 and Worshipful
Master in 2001. He has served as Haughton Lodge’s Chaplain since 2012. Brother
Smith joined the Shreveport Valley in October 1966.

December 2016 - January 2017

Colonel West provided an uplifting and
inspiring presentation on our military and
the honor it was to serve our country.
Join us in December for election and installation of Officers. As previously mentioned, the Fourth Degree will be exemplified prior to our dinner hour, so please
attend and revisit the lessons of secrecy,
obedience and fidelity taught in the Degree
of the Secret Master.
Fraternally yours,
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
General Secretary

Senior DeMolays Gather

In observance of their Chevalier obligation, Senior DeMolays of Kenner Chapter
gathered for dinner on November 8, 2016.
A fine dinner and fellowship was experienced by the 18 Chevaliers and their guests.
The Degree of Chevalier is the second
highest honor in the gift of the Supreme
Council and is conferred on a DeMolay
who is at least 16 years of age. Recipients
are nominated by their Advisory Council,
or a Court of Chevaliers, for exemplifying the seven cardinal virtues without their
knowledge of the nomination. If the Executive Officer endorses the nomination, it is
put before the Supreme Council for selection.
Fraternally yours,
A. Nicholas Auck, 33°
Executive Officer DeMolay

L:R - M. Darin West, Venerable Master, Billy Joe
Smith, 50-Year Recipient and Ballard L. Smith, 33°
G.C.-Personal Representative.

Our Veterans Day Program began with
individual Valley members providing their
history and experiences while serving our
country. Each of these brethren represented
one of the five branches of our military. We
are blessed to have many Veterans in our
Valley who have served and are currently
serving to protect our freedoms.
Our featured guest speaker was United
States Army Lt. Colonel (Ret) Charles E.
West, who our Venerable Master bears a
striking resemblance. Colonel West was
born in Shreveport, however received his
formal education in Pittsburg, Ks. Colonel
West has held several staff and command
positions during his twenty-four year military career. He has served as Tank Platoon
Leader, Tank Company Executive Officer
and Tank Company Commander of the 2nd
Armored Division at Fort Hood.
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Front Row L:R - Noel St. Cyr, Tom Tizzard, Jr., Rudy
Perronne, Bill Fink and John Williamson.
Middle Row L:R - Kenny Tizzard, Lee Thatcher,
Mike Lambert, Robert Bennett, Ronnie Thatcher,
Glenn Spillman, Mike Taylor and Tommy Tizzard.
Back Row L:R - Billy Tizzard, Dave Lambert, Dennis Tizzard, Mike Dubea and Mark Morere

December 2016 - January 2017
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search Society in New Orleans. Every Valley held a special event
in November celebrating National Scottish Rite Day. Mixed in
with these events were Reunions, monthly meetings, Obligatory
Observances, and Family events. A very busy year.
And then the rains fell in southeastern and southwest Louisiana flooding thousands of homes and businesses, churches and
schools. My home Valley, Baton Rouge, had three buildings
with four feet of nasty water – almost everything gone including our special RiteCare building. Brothers lost everything
in personal belongings in a short period of hours as water rose
unexpectedly and without warning. But Masons responded. Financial assistance came from every direction, especially the
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of Scottish Rite. Volunteers
removed carpet, wallboard, furniture, so much personal belongings – all went to the curb for garbage pick-up. Then truckloads of
sheet rock, flooring, compound and tape arrived, then debit cards
and gift cards and checks arrived from around the country, much
from our Southern Jurisdiction. Work began repairing, fixing,
replacing. Generosity, Brotherhood, Freemasonry at its best in the
worst of times. So many are still hurting, and we are not sure
where some have relocated. As with the aftermath of Katrina and
several other hurricanes that destroyed communities where families had lived together for generations, the Great Flood scattered
family members. It will take weeks and perhaps more months to
find many who relocated. So, THANK GOODNESS, 2016 is
almost over.
We all look forward to a new year, 2017 can be a great year
for everyone personally, if we think positively. As my Dad use
to say when times seemed hard, “the sun will come up tomorrow
and the best day ever is about to happen!” I learned to appreciate positive thinking and attitude. How we value our Masonry is
being put to the test – how we respond to those in need with help,
aid and assistance displays our Masonry. Extending the hand of
charity becomes real and not just some memorized words. Scottish
Rite needs you participating more than ever in your Valley – make
the lessons of the Degrees come alive. Thank you for “valuing”
Freemasonry, being active, involved and for paying those annual
Dues,and for continuing to be a proud Scottish Rite Freemason.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Year End - Thank Goodness

Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah! Happy St John the Evangelist Day! HAPPY NEW YEAR – 2017! Joyous Twelfth Night
(January 6, beginning of Carnival) Did I miss any? 2016 has been
a rough year for so many and yet one more full month to go. Two
Valleys are without a “home”, a change in a Personal Representative, a change in a General Secretary, a Great Flood, too many
deaths and way too many Brothers not paying their Dues. If you
have not paid your 2017 Dues, please do so today! You are a valued member and you need to be an Active Member. Too many
members are not participating, and every one of our five Valleys
needs more participation.
The year has once again flown by, but not all quietly. Once
being told that as one ages, time goes by faster; it must be true
because it seems like a week ago that my year as Grand Master of
Masons ended – January 31, 2016. Thanks again to so many of
you for supporting me throughout 2015 and allowing me to serve
you as Grand Master. Wearing “two hats” was a different experience, but getting back to being solely your SGIG as of February 1,
2016 has been an easy transition. So much has happened this year
– to quickly recap: Louisiana has a new Governor, the United
States has elected a new President with new Senators and Representatives, all contentious elections with too many “sides” being
taken. We are AMERICANS! What a great land to live where we
can elect and decide and argue and fuss, but then come together for
the good of our Country.
Freemasonry has taught us well the lessons of participating in
a democratic society – we are in the midst of electing and installing new Leadership in every Lodge in Louisiana and soon in every
Scottish Rite Valley too. While we do not always agree with the
final election results – even in our Lodges and Valleys – majority rules and we have the right and privilege of change when the
next election occurs. The Scottish Rite Regional Leadership Conference in Houston emphasized the VMAP being used in all of
our Valleys – we scored 100% in participation. Our Homecoming 2016 held in Lake Charles was a great fellowship event; the
Knights of St Andrew Conclave in Omaha saw some Louisiana
participation and the Celebrating The Craft web-a-thon had most
of our Valleys holding watching parties. One Valley was shown
with all wearing bow ties to honor our Grand Commander, Ronnie
Seale. Two special KCCH Investitures were held for very deserving Brothers who could not attend our Honors Day in November
2015. A special Session of our Supreme Council was held in Denver. Louisiana hosted the Annual Meeting of the Scottish Rite Re-

Thankfully and fraternally – Bill Mollere
Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Louisiana
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Did You Know?

In the early 1950s the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States initiated a program
to help children with speech and language
disorders. The results obtained from this
program led to the establishment of RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program clinics to provide diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and language
disorders, as well as learning disabilities.
Today, there are SRCLP clinics, centers, and special programs operating or
planned for children and therapists located
throughout the United States. Each facility
is staffed by speech-language pathologists
or other trained personnel. Through the
support of Scottish Rite members, these
clinics, centers, and programs continue to
increase. The value of this philanthropy has
long been apparent. Tens of thousands of
youngsters across the United States have
been helped significantly. With the good
work of dedicated clinicians and parents,
the Scottish Rite has achieved successes
that could only be imagined a few years
back. Children who might have remained
educationally behind for
a lifetime can now talk,
read, and lead productive
lives.

Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Centers
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

