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civil law." It is by this "Law of Public Opinion" that men judge
what is commonly known as "virtue and vice". Locke considered the judgement of moral virtue and vice to pertain to "society" rather than to God or the state.
Similarly, Joseph von Sonnenfels saw Moral Law -- not civil
law or divine law--as the only way to bring the needs of the
individual and the needs of society into harmony.

Enlightenment Lite-X
Moral Law
by Dr. Lawrence C. Wade, MD-32°
Valley of Baton Rouge

Joseph von Sonnenfels
1732-1817

Perhaps, though, the purest, most direct, and most powerful statement of this vitally important Enlightenment principle
was not made by any acknowledged Enlightenment leader but
had been made, instead, 164 years earlier, in 1521, by the muchmaligned Niccolò Machiavelli. In his book, Discourses on the
First Ten Books of Titus Livius, Machiavelli wrote, "...just as
good morals, if they are to be maintained, have need of the
laws, so the laws, if they are to be observed, have need of good
morals."
Such were the ideals of The Enlightenment, and such were
the ideals of early Speculative Freemasonry. These ideals cannot be rooted in a principle of convenience. They are incompatible with cynicism and in such an environment can only
wither and die. Only a profound and eternally optimistic commitment to Truth and to its siblings Brotherly Love and Relief
can assure that we, the Freemasons of today, and our Brothers
of future generations, will not fall short of our obligations to
the Founding Principles that guided our predecessors and ultimately liberated them - and us -- from tyranny.
References for the Series of Ten Articles

Niccolò Machiavelli
1469-1527

There are two important Freemasons whom we have not
yet mentioned. Bro. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Bro. Ignaz
von Born are very important figures in the history of The Craft.
We have plodded through history from the year 70 a.d. to
The Enlightenment. The structural outline of this series has
imitated that of Prof. Alan Charles Kors, in his lecture series
published by "The Teaching Company", but much has been
drawn, too, from the other "References" listed below. I hope
that it is evident that The Enlightenment and Speculative Freemasonry were and still are very intimately related and that they
have, together, effected a revolutionary change in human life
in the Western Hemisphere.
It was the hope and the dream of the early leaders of The
Enlightenment that men and women could, in freedom, live
morally and ethically worthy lives, as equals. They recognized
that the only thing that can stand between democracy and the
dreaded "State of Nature" is a universal adherence to "The
Social Contract".This, of course, requires that all men and
women must be enlightened -- that is, all men and women must
be made to know and appreciate principles of morals and of
ethics -- of Charity. Masonic scholars believed the three tenets
of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth to be necessary and sufficient.
John Locke argued that "Divine Law" of good and evil, and
"Civil Law", the law of the state, are inadequate, without the
"Law of Opinion or Reputation". This last law, "…legislates
for those areas of human activity not covered by the divine or

1 .Kors, Alan Charles, Ph.D. "The Birth of the Modern Mind: An Intellectual History of the 17th and 18th Century." DVD electronic recordings of 24
lectures of one-half hour each. The Teaching Company. 1998.
2. "The Software Toolworks Multimedia Encyclopedia." Grolier, Inc. Ver.
1.5. 1992.
3. Machiavelli, Niccolo. The Discourses. Penguin Classics. New York, NY.
1983.
4. Till, Nicholas. Mozart and the Enlightenment. W. W. Norton & Co. New
York. 1992.
5. Jacob, Margaret. Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in
Eighteenth-Century Europe. Oxford University Press. New York. 1991.
6. Van Doren, Carl. Benjamin Franklin. Penguin Books. New York. 1938.
7. The New Encyclopædia Britannica. In 30 volumes. 15th edition. The
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. Chicago. 1977.
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Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which

I spent the time between Thankgiving
and New Year’s Eve with my Dad asking
questions about his life or filling in the dash.
I knew he graduated from high school at
15, was too young to take advantage of the
scholarship he was awarded to Chillicothe
Business School and too young to enlist in
the Navy. I had no idea what he did, where
he lived and what happened between graduation from school and joining the Navy. I
asked hundreds of questions and took time
to record his answers.
I sincerely hope that everyone has been
able to do the same with their parents and
grandparents. If not, I implore you to take
the time to ask the questions, if the opportunity still exists. It if is no longer possible
then have the conversations with your children, siblings and family. The dash is more
than education, vocations, family, avocations and locations. What about greatest
achievements, disappointments, strengths
weaknesses, proudest moments and
embarassments? My list was long.
There was only one question that Dad
continually asked the doctor, my Mother and
me. “Why does it take so long to die?” No
one had an answer for him. I didn’t have
one until I returned home. The reason was
that all of my questions had to be answered.

Niccolo Machiavelli

There is nothing more difficult to take
in hand, more perilous to conduct, or more
uncertain in its success, than to take the
lead in the introduction of a new order of
things.
Niccolo Machiavelli

The Ed

It behooves every man to remember
that the work of the critic is of altogether
secondary importance, and that, in the end,
progress is accomplished by the man who
does things.
Theodore Roosevelt

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge
2008 Session
Bossier City
February 2-3
Supreme Council
SR Leadership Conference
Dallas, Tx
March 28-29
Rite Care® Conference
Washington, DC
August 28-30

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Orient of Louisiana
Honors Breakfast
Shreveport
February 3

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GJW
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

A return to first principles in a republic is sometimes caused by the simple virtues of one man. His good example has
such an influence that the good men strive
to imitate him, and the wicked are ashamed
to lead a life so contrary to his example.

www.la-scottishrite.org
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Spring Reunions
Baton Rouge
March 8-9
Lake Charles
April 5-6
Monroe
April 26
New Orleans
April 5
Shreveport
April 5-6
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Donations continued:

Donations
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized in some small way.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
High Twelve of Greater New Orleans
D.A.R. Pelican Chapter
James T. Wiggins
John H. Hickman
Employees of D. Walter Jessen & Asso
The Crow Foundation
In Memory of Ralph Mollere
Hans R. Wilhelmsen, SGIG Maryland
Richard B. Smith
Ballard L. Smith, PGM
S. Bruce Easterly, GM
In Memory of Mary D Henry
Charles G Callahan
In Memory of Preston Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
Miss Gertrude Sandrock

D Walter Jessen Scholarship Donations
In Memory of Barbara Jessen
Mercer Capital
Stutes, Fontenot, Lavergne & Lutz
Thomas & Stephanie McCalla
Richard B. Smith
Bassette Development Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Hubert Miller
Blue and Nina Archer
John and Dee A. Atkinson
James H. Boyer
McElroy, Quirk & Burch
The George Paret Family
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Taussig, II
Through the support of our members
and their financial contributions, and
with the countless hours of hard work,
diligence, training and caring by our
Educators and Specialists, we have enabled hundreds of children to communicate and thrive.
This support further provides the
scholarship awards to our Engineering
and Language Disorder students.
Thank you sincerely.

In Memory of Dr. Russell Normand
Dr. & Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
In Memory of Dorothy Young
Miss Gertrude Sandrock
Dr. & Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
John L. Atkinson, 33 ° G.C.
President
If you haven’t got any charity in your
heart, you have the worst kind of heart
trouble.
Bob Hope

Where there is charity and wisdom,
there is neither fear nor ignorance.
Francis of Assisi
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Before all else, be armed.
Niccolo Machiavelli

Thank You
My daughter, Madalyn Parker (age 5)
received speech therapy through the
Scottish Rite during the Fall. I just
wanted to to say Thank You for providing this therapy opportunity to our child
and others. The program was a true blessing to our family. Madalyn has shown
much improvement in her speech.
Thank you too for the fun Christmas
Party. It was nice meeting several of you
and your wives. It is a wonderful thing
you all do and we much appreciate it.
Thank You
Tammy Parker
Monroe, Louisiana

Envelope Reminder
As the Christmas Holiday rapidly approaches please take a moment to realize
continued donations are not only needed
by the Foundation to continue our Centers, but also for planning expansion of
our services.
The Foundation must also receive financial support from outside the Fraternity. This means that we must continue
to receive funds not associated with
membership dues or investment income.
Your personal contribution, making
use of the envelope, is an outside donation. Please consider sending a tax deductible check to your Foundation. Thank
you for your continued support.

Scottish Rite

KEEP MOVING FORWARD

has grown rather late and you are sitting with a Brother
Freemason talking Lodge-lore. Perhaps a beverage is at hand,
perhaps not. A delightful meal has been consumed. Perhaps
one of you is testing the other on ritual. Or maybe you are
engaged in the pursuit of a philosophical question. Perfect.
A soft breeze blows in off the bay, tickling the flowers in
the planters surrounding the tables and umbrellas where you
sit with that special one in your life. In your eyes, and hers,
you both are as when you first met. You fall in love all over
again. Perfect.
You are with your child, or grandchild, when he or she
discovers something new, or perhaps catches a first fish. Perfect.

Reflections on the 14th Degree
Of Perfect Elu
by
Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge

"Advance, and never halt, for advancing is perfection. Advance
and do not fear the thorns in the path, for they draw only corrupt
blood."

The word "perfection" and the idea of perfection are abundant in the rituals and writings of Freemasonry. The Fourteenth
Degree, that of Perfect Elu is the terminal degree of the Lodge
of Perfection. As Freemasons, most especially Scottish Rite
Freemasons, it seems that we are constantly exhorted to be perfect or, at the very least, strive for perfection. Perfection; that
attribute that we assign only to the Great Architect of the Universe or aspects of His Creation. We know that as humans we
cannot achieve it, yet we are taught in every degree and chapter of Freemasonry that we should always strive to be perfect.
I have long found my pursuit of perfection to be a grim
journey fraught with many frustrations, failures, and pitfalls.
I sometimes allow myself to stop my travels and give up on
this idea of perfection. And yet, when I arise from my "o poor
me" doldrums, I realize that perfection is possible within that
which is not perfect…me!
For example, love is perfect. We can create and maintain
perfect love. Love for our children, our spouse, and love that
causes us to help those who cannot help themselves. Love for
our Brothers and, yes, love for ourselves, which seems to come
when we find ourselves truly loving others. This love, which
the Greeks called "Agape" is perfect, for it reflects our Creator's
love for us. His love is perfect; therefore, so is our love perfect.
So, how do we achieve perfection? I believe that it is often
achieved as much by what we don't do, as by what we do. I
have found that my value to my friends, brothers, and family is
much greater if I listen, rather than if I advise. I won't pretend
to be good at listening, but, you know, I have never made a
mistake when I listened. I have made scores of mistakes when
advising. So, perhaps we achieve perfection when we simply
listen. I am reminded of how J. R. R. Tolkien described one of
his character's homes, "His house was perfect, whether you liked
food, or sleep, or work, or story-telling, or singing, or just
sitting and thinking, best, or a pleasant mixture of them all."
Imagine some of the best times of your life. The evening

The Lodge is dim. A new candidate, perhaps your friend or
relative, is before the Altar of Freemasonry for the first time.
He is just realizing that he is now your Brother, as you are his,
and is obviously moved by his evening's experience. Perfect.
Giving one's self permission to enjoy perfection and those
perfect moments means opening up in different ways, and sometimes that takes courage and diligence. It can mean abandoning old images of ourselves and becoming something new. It
almost always means abandoning prejudices and becoming nonjudgmental. We often refer to Freemasonry as "The Gentle
Craft." Most of us have to make some changes if we are truly
to be a gentle part of it.
Matthew Arnold said, “The pursuit of perfection, then, is
the pursuit of sweetness and light." Sounds like pure Freemasonry to me. Perfect.
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Recent Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2008 Membership Fees are now
PAST Due
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications

7:30 PM

Wednesday, February 6th
Valentine Celebration for our Ladies
Lecture explaining history of Valentine
Guest Chef

Wednesday, March 5th
Exemplify SR 1st - 3rd Degrees
Presentation on development SR Ritual

Wednesday, April 2nd
Service of Remembrance Obligatory Day
Esoteric Lecturer
Gourmet Meal

Saturday, April 5th

7:00 am

Joint NMJ & SJ Scottish Rite Reunion
Historic Event with Northern Jurisdiction participating

Holiday Concert
On December 5, 2007, the Valley met
for our annual Holiday and New Year's
Celebration. The brethren and their
guests enjoyed a concert performed by
the Jerusalem Shrine Orchestra. The
Shrine Orchestra performed traditional
festive songs accompanied by a beautiful vocalist. During the convert, everyone feasted upon a traditional holiday
meal with included homemade holiday
pastries. After the concert, everyone
convened to the upstairs auditorium for
a special Knights Commander Court of
Honor (KCCH) Investiture for two
brothers, one of whom is from the New
Orleans Valley, Bro. Ion Lazar.
Special KCCH Investiture
Two brothers received KCCH honors
in New Orleans on December 5, 2007,
during a special investiture ceremony
since they were unable to attend the earlier KCCH investiture ceremony in November, 2007 that had been hosted by the
Valley of Shreveport. During both investiture ceremonies, Shreveport and New
Orleans, the Orient's KCCH investiture
team gave exemplary and moving performances. The Valley of New Orleans offers its gratitude to the members of the
KCCH investiture team who participated
in this year's ceremonies: Warren Hintz,
Allen Tidwell, A.C. Reeder, Cullen Peel,
Nick Randazzo, Louis Ster n,Paul
Langenbeck, John Williamson, Jim
Parker, Jay Owensy, B.J. Guillot, Cleveland Bruce, Chip Borne, Frank Dutreil,
Lloyd Hebert, Frank Silva, and Marc
Conrad.

Knightly News

exemplary traditional Scottish supper that
featured a Louisiana version of the famous Scottish Haggis. The Knights celebrated the event with traditional poetry
readings and comical toasts. Some
Knights even arrived at the function
wearing clan tartan plaid (you know who
you are!). All who attended the Supper
look forward to next year's event. This
year's Venerable Master for the Knights
of St. Andrew is Bro. Guy Wilson. Bro.
Wilson is currently planning the annual
Knights of St. Andrew Family Day which
is held in July. Congratulations to our
newest Officers and Knights.

On January 25, 2007, our 2008 elected
officers were installed and our newest
Knights of St. Andrew were so honored
at the Knights of St. Andrew's annual
Robert Burns Supper.The Supper was
held on the 25th in honor of Bro. Robert
Burns's birthday. Carmine's Restaurant
kindly hosted the event and prepared an

In Memoriam
David Ross Baron, 32°
Jimmie McGill Bilyeu, 32°
Thomas Ballou Brooks, 32°
Ned Charles Dowell, 32°
Abraham Joseph Rau, 32°
Robert Garther Wiggins, 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Knightly News

KCCH Club Corner

2008 Officers

The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month as the District Lodge meeting. Mark your calendars, Jan 8th, April 8th, July 8th, October 14th. Give Mike Ironsmith, Club
President a call if you want to get involved in the many activities of the club
at: (318) 868-3308.

Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

E Allen Kelly, 32° KStA
Carey C Allison, 32º KStA
Joseph E Moore, 32º KStA
John F Ayer, 32° KStA

Congratulations go out to Darryl
Clifton Brown who was elevated to the
rank of Knight at the Valley Business
Meeting in December.

Building Foundation

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, February 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, March 11th
Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Broadmoor Baptist Gospel Quartet

April 5th-6th

Spring Reunion

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

2008 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Robert L LaBorde, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Junior Warden:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º

Knight Commander John Ayer and D Clifton
Brown

The Title of Knight Chevalier was bestowed upon brothers Steven A. Pence,
33° and Gary L. Gribble, 33° in ceremonial fashion in recognition of their assistance in getting the Chapter started and
supporting it since it's inception in September 2005. These two Knights have
demonstrated all the Values and Virtues
in their daily lives as True Knights of the
Order. All ranks and titles were bestowed
by the Charter Knight Commander John
F. Ayer.

The founders of our Valley's Temple
were men of vision. This year we celebrate our 95th Anniversary. Let's commit to keeping their Vision a lasting
memorial for the future. Help us keep
our Temple a place of awe and beauty
in the community for future generations
by making a tax deductible donation to
the Foundation. Send your contributions to:
Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation
P. O. Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161.

Donations
Ballard L Smith In Memory of Ralph Mollere
S Bruce Easterly, GM
Fraternally,
John F Ayer, 32° KStA

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33º
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stanford L Jensen., 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Charles F Jackson, 33°

I N M EMORIAM

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles E Shearer, 33º
Preceptor:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

Knight Commander John Ayer, Steve Pence and
Gary Gribble
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Kenneth Rae Dew 32°
Bob C Floyd, 32°
Leon B Johns 32°
W E Harris 32°
James H Pieper, 33°
Henry Sherman Preston, 32°
Ennis C Watson, 32°
Burl Wells, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2008 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jimmy H Leger, 32 ° KCCH
C Clifford Heath, 32º KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth V Michel, 32° KCCH
John C Butterick, 32º
Allen R Fruge, 33°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2008 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, February 20th
William J Mollere, 33° SGIG

Wednesday, March 19th
R:W: J F “Jeff ” Webb, 33° Deputy GM

Thursday, March 20th
Service of Remembrance

April 5th-6th
Spring Reunion
Wednesday, April 16th
Dr. Ronald R Thigpen, D.C.

Commander:
Archie E Hickman, Jr., 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
William B Powell, 32º KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: C Clifford Heath, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
Donald R Veret, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Murry C “Bo” House, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°

Valley Jewels
A few beautifully detailed limited production Consistory jewels for wear by the
brethren at Scottish Rite events are still
available for sale for $25.00. This special jewel comes with a stylish black
leather-like hanger for wear with a suit
or sports coat. For more information
about purchasing one of these limited
production jewels, please contact our Secretary: Ill. Bro.Callahan, 33°

Spring Reunion
Our reunion is scheduled for April 5th
and 6th. Many of our members have reported their respective lodges have been
busy raising new Master Masons and
peaked interests in the Craft in general.
This presents a wonderful opportunity to
our Valley in that we can offer a continuing journey for these new Masons.
Although the reunion is over two
months away, now is the time to introduce Scottish Rite Masonry to the newly
raised brethren. Invite these brethren to
attend the Service of Remembrance program on March 20th.

Wednesday, May 21st
Daniel Castoriano

Wednesday June 18th
Calcasieu Parish Sheriff Tony Mancuso

Wednesday, July 16th
Harold Young Dyslexia Program

Wednesday, August 20th
Annual Charter move meeting

Wednesday, September 17th
Honor Past Venerable Masters-50 year

Wednesday, October 15th
Feast of Tishri

Saturday, October 18th
Family Day Festival

Wednesday, November 19th
Childhood Learning Center

Wednesday, December 17th
Election of Officers
Back Door Lunch-Last Friday every month

Endowed Membership
Did you know that our Valley offers
its members a manner by which they can
support the traditions and future of the
Scottish Rite while at the same time enjoying the personal benefits of perpetual
life membership? Any brother who has a
current dues card may obtain an endowed.
perpetual membership in our Valley. The
cost is only $1,500.00, but a payment plan
is available. Please contact Ill. Bro.
Charles Callahan, 33° for more information and details. This would make a great
gift for a dedicated Scottish Rite Brother.
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I N M EMORIAM
Joseph Braxton Blake, Jr. 32°
Jack E Clark, 32°
Denver Nevils, 32°
Carl Hollis Pounders 32°
Edward J Sigler, 32°

Valley Jewel

Scottish Rite

From The Secretary s Desk
Fraternally,
B. J. “ Bev” Guillot, 33°
Valley Secretary
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2008 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Jimmie A Galloway, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Ricks M Bowles, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
A Nicholas Auck , 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2008 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, February 11th
Valentine Dinner honoring Ladies Aux

March 8-9
Spring Reunion
Monday, March 10th
Ill. Ronald A Seale-33° Grand Commander

Monday, April 14th
Service of Remembrance

Monday, May 12th
Ill. Howard E Kerce, 33° SGIG Mississippi

Monday, June 9th
Ill. Dwane F Treat, 33° SGIG Arkansas

Monday, July 14th
Ill. M Douglas Adkins, 33° Deputy Texas

Monday, August 11th
M:W: Ill. Lloyd E Hennigan, 33° GM

Monday, September 8th
Past Venerable Masters Night

October 4-5
Monday, October 13th

Fall Reunion

Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 10th
Past Grand Masters Night

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment 6:30
Meeting 7:00

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Marshall L Woodard, 32°
Charles R Peabody, 32º KCCH
Robert T Canzonire, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David M Wallace, 32° KCCH
G Eugene Cagle , 32°
William E Womack, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Wayne M Mitchell, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Preceptor:
Brian L Watson, 32º KCCH
Treasurer to All Bodies
Ben F Melanson, 33°

How High Is The Bar?
From the time each of us is in diapers
until we are laid beneath the sods of the
valley, we are compared to others and
challenged. These comparisons, or challenges, help each of us to set standards
which define our lives. Throughout life
we continue to "raise the bar" or set our
standards high if we wish to experience
endless growth and our full potential.
Think back on your life and you will probably remember someone who tried to get
you to set your bar high, which in turn
created a positive effect on your life. I
can personally recall when my mother
pushed me to speak or deliver a sermon
in church. No way did I feel I could
handle this high task as it was above my
capabilities, but I did it and it had a positive effect on me in my personal, fraternal and business lives. When my son was
in high school and I took him to the hills
of St Helena parish and had him run up
and down the hills, while I followed him
in the truck, just might have had an effect on him in his challenges in life. Steve
Alford and Claude Bonnecarre challenged me to learn & participate in degree work in the blue lodge and work my
way through the chairs, learn all I could
about the fraternity and it would benefit
me in life in general and masonry in particular. Lloyd Pence told me to never believe that I could not do something, re8

gardless of what it might be and to always have confidence in myself to achieve
any task. Brethren, set the bar high, accept the challenge of life and your peers,
don't be fearful of failure, but if you do
fail, always come back fighting for the
top. I look at the leaders of our Supreme
Council, our State and our Valley and I
know that these individuals would not be
where they are if they did not set the bar
high.
On February 11th we will honor our
ladies and the ladies auxiliary. Please be
present to thanks these ladies who allow
us to participate in this fraternity we all
so dearly love.
On March 1st & 2nd the Baton Rouge
Valley will have its spring reunion. We
are setting the bar high and are planning
on having over 25 members in the class.
If you don't believe it can be done, step
out of the way of the people who do believe for we have set our bar high.
The Baton Rouge Valley has some of
the most proficient degree teams in the
state. However, on too many occasions,
their work has fallen on deaf ears because
our sound system was totally dysfunctional and although the sound crew
worked so hard to make it operate, the
system worked when it wanted and therefore some of us old members have been
unable to hear. Thanks to the persistence
and dedication of our sound personnel,
Russ Delaune 33° , Danny Smith 33°,
Tim Hutchinson 33°, and Jason Rigsby
32° , we now have a new system. We will
continue to upgrade what we have as long
as we have the support of the membership.
The Baton Rouge Valley has started a
building fund to build a new temple. We
continued on page 10

In Memoriam
Howard L Chaney, 32°
Sidney Douglas Cowart, 32°
Louis Cressione, Jr. 32°
Louis Fox 32°
Ralph Lewis Gray, 32°
Lloyd Gerald Pence, 33°
Richard Edmond Shaw, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Remember Your Obligations

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2008 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, February 7th
Dinner with Ladies
Program Bubba Via

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Saturday, February 23rd
Honoring Master Masons
6:30 PM
Featured Speaker Grand Master

Thursday, March 6th
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

2008 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Challie B Griggs, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Joseph H Baker, PGM, 33º
Junior Warden:
Gregory L Wrenn , 32º, KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

William P Griggs, 32° KCCH
Michael A Watts, 32º
Randall S Hollis, 32º KCCH

As we start a new year of operations
at the Monroe Scottish Rite Temple we
need to be reminded of some of the promises we have made in the many obligations we have taken in our Masonic Journey thus far. At the time we took them,
we were a bit flustered and impressed
with the progress we were making in our
Journey in search of More Masonic Light.
While we promised to support our Masonic groups (whether it was our Blue
Lodge or the Appendant Bodies), we
didn't fully realize that "support" did not
refer only to the financial aid we gave.
This "Support" was also meant to include
our activities as Members of a Family
support each other in all aspects of life.
Physical, Spiritual and Moral Support are
all a part of the larger picture.
Physical support includes: securing
petitions from our Blue Lodge Brethren
to advance their knowledge of Masonic
Light, volunteering for the Stage Crew,
Degree Cast, Wardrobe, Lighting and
Sound, Kitchen Crew and, willing to actively help wherever needed. Especially
offering to assist the Brethren who hold
office in the Various Bodies. This latter
offer of assistance will do wonders in its
Spiritual uplift of the Officers themselves
as well as to give yourself an uplift in
knowing you have helped a Brother. This
concept of Brotherly Love and support
certainly provides a Moral quality to any
endeavor undertaken. Get involved in the
various activities going on at the Monroe Scottish Rite and then you will feel
better about the Obligations we have all
taken in our Journey to Seek more Masonic Light.

2008 Officers L:R Venerable Master Challie B
Griggs, Wise Master William P Griggs, Commander
Ralph H Owens and Master of Kadosh C Alton
Drummond

Veterans Dinner
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies
have, for a number of years now, sponsored a dinner for the Veterans of this area
and this year on November 17th we did it
again. The dining hall was resplendent
in its patriotic decoration and the new
white tables and chairs. Marjorie Joyner
and Mary Stidams did a beautiful job creating the décor that was so very appropriate for such an occasion.
LTC John Baker, Ph. D gave a very
fitting talk on veterans and their service
to our Country. There were approximately
100 present and all Branches of Service
were present and recognized. The Kitchen
crew did a splendid job in preparing the
brisket with all the trimmings that was
so good, it was difficult to sit still while
eating. A very successful and heart-warming tribute to those who have served this
Great Country of Ours!
Fraternally,
Beryl C Franklin, PhD 33 °

Monroe Council of Kadosh:

I N M EMORIAM

Commander:
Ralph H Owens, 33°
1st Lt. Commander: Earl D Killingsworth, 32º KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
Elzy L Roberson, 32º KCCH

Lloyd Chris Barnett, 32°
J Herman Hall, 32°
William Leon McIntosh, 32°
Harold William Moye, 32°
Joseph Michael White, 32°
Charles Wayne Worthington, 32°

Monroe Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies
Secretary to All Bodies

C Alton Drummond, 33 °
H Levern Defee, 32º
E S “Sparky” Foster, 32º
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Robert C Joyner, 33°
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To The Women continued:

continued from page 9
Baton Rouge Valley:

are asking for donations and no donation is too small or too
large. This will not be an easy task, but as our Past Venerable
Master Jim Wingate 32 KCCH said, the first step is the longest step in that 1000-mile journey. We have taken the first step,
now we all need to join the journey and take our first step.
We will be going to the Scottish Rite Leadership Conference in Dallas on March 28th and will have two fellows from
our valley making the journey with us. The Baton Rouge Valley has had some outstanding fellows at these conferences such
as our Venerable Master Jimmy Galloway 32 KCCH, Robert
Knight 32 KCCH Past Master of Kadosh, Gene Cagle 32 Chief
cook for the Valley, and A J Meek 32 new Editor for the Baton
Rouge Valley. The "Fellows Program" is a great program and
we look forward to attending and having two new fellows attend.
Brethren, 2008 will be an eventful year for the Baton Rouge
Valley, but it will be successful only if you participate. Join us
at our meetings and enjoy the fellowship.
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

To The Women
By
Mrs Thomas P. Brown
As I was watching a documentary about Freemasonry on
the Discovery Channel, it pointed out, right at the very end,
that each Grand Lodge is separate from all other Grand Lodges.
Therefore, the membership criteria may, and probably would
be, different from one jurisdiction to another. In fact, in one of
the Northeastern states, women are now being allowed to become members of the Blue Lodges. It did not specify if they
were actually being raised in the degrees or if these were "token" memberships, mainly to expand their workforce and their
membership rolls. In either case, it got my attention.
I grew up as part of a Masonic family. My father was Past
Master of Landmark Lodge #214, as was my best friend's father. My mother was a member of Eastern Star. And the only
reason I never joined the Rainbow Girls was money - I couldn't
afford the dress and my mother had no way to get me there
with Dad using our only car for work. We lived in the country
and it would not have been convenient for others to pick me up
and bring me home. The man I married forty years ago was not
a Mason when we wed. But, a few years later, his father and
my father had the honor of raising him to the Sublime Degree
of Master Mason. What a privilege that must have been for all
of them. I know we had a big party afterward, and the men had
done most of the cooking!
10

Tom, my husband, is active in many Masonic bodies, and is
currently serving as Grand Chaplain for the Grand Lodge,
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Louisiana, Grand
Council of Cryptic Masons of Louisiana; and Grand Prelate
for the Grand Commandery of Louisiana. He is a 33° IGH
with the Shreveport Valley of the AASR SJ and is the Degree
Captain for the 14 Degree. He also serves as the Chaplain for
the Valley. We are both members of the Order of the Eastern
Star, having served our chapter, Sunset Star#227 as Worthy
Matron and Worthy Patron four times. I am active in the Social Order of the Beauceant, and am currently moving toward
the East in The Daughters of the Nile, Khafra Temple#121.
Our oldest granddaughter is a member of Temple Assembly,
International Order of Rainbow for Girls. One of our sons is a
member of Caddo Lodge#179, Scottish Rite, and El Karubah
Shrine. This really only covers a small portion of our Masonic
involvement.
The Bible and our wedding vows assured us that the two
would become one: one heart, one mind, one body and one
soul. I don't need a membership card to his Blue Lodge to know
that I am a member. No, I can't, and wouldn't if I could, go
into the stated meetings. That's not where my participation is
needed. (Although a woman's insight might come in handy
for them!) I support my husband in the time and dedication he
gives to this craft that he loves. I see the good that comes from
the work: in individuals, in charities at home and charities
abroad, in civic influence and support, in education and many,
many other areas of society. I guess what I'm really trying to
say is that as long as Tom is a member that automatically makes
me a member.
Our Masonic family has grown so large across the state and
the nation. Strong bonds of friendship have been made that I
know will pull me through a storm if ever needed. When I had
my brain surgery five years ago, I knew that there were Masons across this state praying for me. That gave me a peace to
enter the surgical suite knowing that the prayers would not
stop until the surgery was complete and I was out of the woods.
P.G.M. Roy B. Delaney came to the hospital before daylight to
pray with me. Velma and Edmund Hays, Past Grand Matron
and Past Grand Patron, came from Glenmora to sit with my
family and to pray while I was in surgery. My dear sisters in
Star and in Christ, Angela McNicoll and Sue Richards stayed
all day. There were so many others that I did not even find out
about till weeks after the surgery. But that day, that day, I knew
the Masons in this state were praying for me and I had peace.
Communication with W.A.Morris during the day kept everyone informed and current on my condition as he shared all the
news via email. What more can I say? I knew what fraternal
organization I was a member of, no doubt about it. But that
would not be the case if Tom were not the card carrying member. I don't want or need my name on the roll. I simply want
my kind and thoughtful husband to continue dedicating himself to the advancement of Freemasonry.
Respectfully
Sue Brown
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CENTER NEWS
Admiral E A Barham, 33° Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
On November 12, 2007, the children receiving therapy at the Monroe Scottish Rite Center at the Monroe Temple were
treated to an End-of-Semester Party. Three lovely ladies (Wives of Scottish Rite Masons) pitched in and made favors, arranged
games, made cupcakes and planned the festive occasion. These ladies: Marjorie Joyner, Carol Lofton and Mary Stidams went
the "extra mile" to ensure that the children had a good time!
The Department of Communicative Disorders at ULM, Mrs. Norma Johnson, M.A., CCC/SLP Clinical Director, Mrs. Megan
Hayden, M.A., CCC/SLP, Supervisor, and the three Graduate Clinicians: Codi Barthel, Casey Haftmann and Abby Claypool as
well as Dr. Judy Fellows, Department Head were all present to help the Children in Therapy and their parents or grandparents
enjoy a fun time. Everyone seemed to enjoy the get-together and it did our collective ears great to hear the words of appreciation
for Monroe Scottish Rites involvement and sponsorship of this Philanthropic Center.
Beryl C. Franklin, 33 °
Center Administrator

Clinicians Casey Haftmann and Codi Barthel flank two of the Learning Center’s students.

Robert C Joyner, 33°, Marjorie Joyner and Dr. Beryl C Franklin, 33° join two students
at the Semester break party.
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continued from previous column
New Orleans Valley
From the Secretary’s Desk:

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley:

Esoteric & Philosophical Lecture Committee

The Valley of New Orleans has been given the greatest of
honors by being asked to participate in this event especially
considering the fact that Louisiana Scottish Rite Masonry and
the Valley of New Orleans both hold a unique place in Scottish
Rite history. Louisiana served as a major conduit and destination for Scottish Rite Masonry as it traveled from the French
West Indies to North America. Louisiana Scottish Rite Masonry first introduced Ill. Bro. Albert Pike to the Scottish Rite
traditions. Ill. Bro. Pike first served Scottish Rite masonry as
an officer starting with the Valley of New Orleans when he
held the post of Grand Master of Kadosh of the Grand
Consistory of Louisiana.
This historic SJ and NMJ Scottish Rite Reunion will be
held on Saturday, April 5th. I encourage all Scottish Rite brethren to spread the word about the Reunion to any Masonic brethren who have not yet experienced the Scottish Rite degrees
and who are not yet Scottish Rite Brothers. Now is the time to
ask them to submit a Petition to receive the Scottish Rite degrees. This special event will be the largest class Reunion to be
held in the last 100 years in Louisiana and it will likely be the
most significant event from a historical perspective. I invite
all Scottish Rite brothers to attend this Reunion to witness the
event. Please submit your Petitions early since space will be
limited. Other events will be held in conjunction with this Reunion so please attend the upcoming stated meetings of the
Valley for more information.

This year offers the brethren another opportunity to learn
more about the esoteric Light and spiritual advancement offered by a formal study of the Scottish Rite Degrees and traditions. Students of our unique Scottish Rite degrees and traditions often remark that a formal study of the religions, ideas,
concepts and philosophies referenced throughout the Scottish
Rite degrees, Morals & Dogma and A Bridge to Light offer
students who study the degrees the opportunity to learn more
about one's own religion in addition to learning more about
the Ancient Western Mystery Schools.
The Scottish Rite degrees assemble different theological and
philosophical questions pondered by our ancient brethren.
These concepts originate from many different societies, brotherhoods, religions, and schools of thought. Although each culture, society, religion, and even period of history has produced
different answers to the universal questions, Who, What, and
Why, we, despite our differences, are all united in these questions-everyone asks the same questions and desires answers.
These questions unite us and make Scottish Rite masonry truly
universal in character. Last year, the Supreme Council authorized a new Scottish Rite Monitor and Ritual Guide. It acts as
an excellent companion to Morals & Dogma and the more contemporary digest concerning the Scottish Rite degrees, A Bridge
to Light. The Scottish Rite degrees offer the serious student
the opportunity to learn more about comparative religion, philosophy, and esoteric principles. Please take the opportunity
to deepen your relationship and dedication to the unique esoteric traditions offered by the Scottish Rite. If you would like
to join our study group, give a lecture in 2008, or have a suggestion about a lecture topic, then please contact Bro. Marc H.
Conrad, 32° KCCH when you next visit the Valley.

Fraternally,
Lloyd Hebert, 33° Secretary

From Your Correspondent
Our Real National Treasures:
Brotherhood, American History & Esoteric Tradition
The movie National Treasure: Book of Secrets recently arrived to theaters in December of 2007. For anyone who hasn't
been following the popular press, it is the sequel to the blockbuster hit National Treasure released in 2004. I took my family to see both movies in the theaters. I felt a strange sensation
of pride in the fact that my family could see the symbols of my
fraternity on the big screen while observing my fraternity's role
in American History since American History and Freemasonry
are often intertwined. While both of these movies contain
fantastical, outrageous, and improbable conspiracy theories
connecting Freemasonry to major historical events, both of these
movies have actually breathed new life into the public's perception of Freemasonry. The National Treasure movie franchise
has brought Freemasonry back into the public's eye and it has
inserted Masonic themes back into everyday conversation.
Family and friends who know that I am a Freemason now
call me with questions about Freemasonry and the National
Treasure movies. While they jokingly ask me whether I know
where our treasures, such as the "Knights Templar Treasure
Hoard" or the "Lost City of Gold," are hidden (if you know the
whereabouts of these items, then please let me know), their

From The Secretary’s Desk
For the first time in contemporary Scottish Rite history, the
Southern and Northern Masonic Jurisdictions and their respective Supreme Councils will unite together in peace and harmony to hold a joint degree conferral ceremony for new candidates at a Special Scottish Rite Reunion. Degrees from both
the Southern and Northern Jurisdictions will be conferred upon
candidates hailing from the Valley of Chicago of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction and upon candidates from the Orient of
Louisiana, Valley of New Orleans and Valleys from the Southern Masonic Jurisdiction.
New Orleans has been chosen to host this historic event.
The Valley of New Orleans's 14th Degree Team will have the
honor of convening a Lodge of Perfection and conferring the
14th degree upon the candidates. Other Valleys will share in
the degree conferrals including the Valley of Chicago who will
perform Northern Masonic degree ceremonies that are unique
to that Jurisdiction. Moreover, the 16th Masonic District, with
the permission of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, will exemplify the 1-3 Scottish Rite degrees in honor of the occasion.

continued on page 13
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continued from page 12
New Orleans Valley-From Your Correspondent:

questions more often than not focus upon Freemasonry's role
in American History. The public is simply unaware of our
fraternity's connection to American History and they are surprised when they discover these connection. It is common
knowledge to us that many of the founding fathers were Freemasons. We take it for granted, but, this information isn't common knowledge to the average person in the 21st Century. So,
I proudly respond to these questions with statements about
George Washington and Benjamin Franklin. I also discuss the
Age of Enlightenment and how its philosophies took hold
among Masonic groups and flourished into revolutionary zeal.
Freemasons are credited with advancing the ideas of liberty,
fraternity, equality, universal suffrage, democracy and constitutional government, religious tolerance, freedom of thought
and speech, secular education, and the vital concept of the separation of church and state.
While I enjoy discussing the fraternity with my friends and
relatives, I would rather tell them more about what I consider
our real treasures to be. While it is absurd to believe that we
hold vital secrets revealing the location of the Templar Treasure or the Lost City of Gold, these sensational topics are what
generate interest in the Craft-so be it. However, we do have
real treasures. I believe them to be Brotherhood, American
History, and Esoteric Tradition.
Men join Freemasonry for any number of reasons, but one
primary reason for joining is that they want to congregate
among men of good character in perfect brotherhood. The brotherhood and fraternal bonds created by Freemasonry is one of
our true National Treasures. In the 21st Century, men experience the puzzling sensation of isolation and loneliness. In our
electronic age of impersonal email and text messaging, men
crave personal relationships and associations. They crave leadership in a mentor-student relationship. In a world that venerates the rat-race of competition, men desire something else.
They want a respite from competition. They want to associate
with men of good character in unity. Freemasonry offers all of
these things. This is particularly true only if we are vigilant in
guarding the West-Gate and take seriously our obligations to
perform adequate investigations of the men entering the fraternity.
Our second National Treasure is our historical legacy. In
fact, our fraternity's ancient roots allow members to study Biblical events, the Crusades, Medieval history, the Reformation,
the Age of Enlightenment, Revolutionary History, to Contemporary events; there is something for everyone. There is no
doubt that Freemasonry and American History (even world history) are intertwined even if it is on a smaller less sensational
scale than treasure hoards and conspiracies. While Freemasonry is not necessarily the cause of historical events, its ideas
and members have both directly and indirectly influenced and
participated in historical events. There are too many historical
topics to cover here, but, I can recommend two books that discuss Freemasonry's vital legacy toward early American History: Freemasonry in American History by Allen E. Roberts
and Revolutionary Brotherhood: Freemasonry and the Transformation of the American Social Order, 1730-1840 by Steven
13

C. Bullock. Moreover, early Louisiana Freemasonry shares in
the Fraternity's historical legacy with such major events as the
Louisiana Purchase, Influx of Refugees from the French West
Indies, the Battle of New Orleans, and Several Attempted Mexican, Cuban, and Latin American Liberation Movements (there
are too many topics to list). All of these events have a Masonic
connection through a member or members of the fraternity.
Freemasonry offers its members the opportunity to learn more
about history and our role in it.
Finally, Freemasonry, and especially the Scottish Rite degrees, preserve and gather ideas of comparative religion, theology, ethics, and philosophy from various sources. It has been
described as a depository for the Ancient Western Mystery Tradition. Freemasonry further holds fast to the Judeo-Christian
tradition by referring to passages from the Bible and fixing its
legend upon King Solomon’s Temple.
While Freemasonry requires only the belief in a Supreme
Being and neither endorses nor compels its members to hold
any particular religious beliefs, the practice and study of Freemasonry, especially Scottish Rite Masonry, often draws one
nearer to religion and fosters a deeper relationship with the
GAOTU. Our greatest treasure, in my opinion, is the Scottish
Rite rituals and the ideas represented therein. My study of the
Scottish Rite degrees has brought me closer to my own personal religious beliefs. The Scottish Rite has exposed me to
different ideas and beliefs. A focused study of these degrees
has illuminated my mind and instilled upon me the most profound respect for the beliefs of others. The Scottish Rite degrees preserve the eternal flame of reason and the freedom of
religion.
Fiat Lux!
Fraternally,
Marc Conrad, 32 ° KCCH

That government is best which governs the least, because its
people discipline themselves.
Thomas Jefferson

Approximately 80% of our air pollution stems from hydrocarbons released by vegetation, so let’s not go overboard in setting and enforcing tough emission standards from man-made
sources.
Ronald Reagan
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Four Words

As she was being interviewed on national television, she gave
this statement. That might be true. Sme might have done her
best. She accepted the responsibility of raising him and gave
the loved ones permission to hate him. This being the case, she
could not understand. To her, her best should not have produced this calamity. She said he had no faith and no hope. Had
he had those two, she said, he would not have done those things.
She further said he had been kicked out of her home for a year
and lived with the parents of a friend of his. She was at such a
loss, that she gave permission to the victims’ loved ones to
actually hate him. However, she diagnosed the problem being
caused by his not having Faith and Hope.
Here we have the testimony of two people that said I Did
My Best but the results were far different. For one, the result
brought a response, To God be the Glory. To the other, it would
likely be described as What a Tragedy. One brought peace and
goodwill to millions by introducing them to God and Jesus
Christ. The other brought sorrow to relatives and loved ones of
9 people, not withstanding the trauma inflicted upon thousands
of others.
What made the difference? The mother explained it. Faith
and Hope. We all have a sun on our horizon. My tenure as
Venerable Master will last a specified twelve months and then
come to an end. Though I perceived it to be a rising sun, it will
be come a setting sun. As I evaluate myself by saying, I did my
best, I hope the response from others will be favorable. I wish
to make that possible by continued acceptance of the words
mentioned: SPES MEA IN DEOEST.
We each have another sun on our horizon. Regardless of
what we do it will be come a setting sun in time. Just as Ms
Annie’s Missionary work resulted in people saying “To God
Be the Glory” and the other aforementioned brought the response “What a tragedy”, we will have responses to our life’s
work. In order that we have responses such as given to Ms
Annie’s work, I challenge you, if you have not, to incorporate
the motto of the 32nd Degree as your motto. If you have not
translated it, do so and adopt it. As yet, I have not translated
those four words for you, nor will I. I could do that at this
point, but as a teacher, I caused many more to search for the
answer than I gave an answer.
My wish for each of our readers is to have a rising sun on
your horizon for as long as you wish. And in the end, your
evaluation, I Did My Best, bring the reponse To God be the
Glory.
Fraternally,

by C. B. Griggs, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master-Valley of Monroe
A few days before I was installed as Venerable Master of
the Monroe Valley, one of the Brethren for whom I have a great
respect told me I should write an article for the Trestleboard.
He also told me that most did not, but he did and thought I
should. This is the beginning.
I thought of several topics with some degree of orginality
and one thought merged into another. Now my task is to assimilate these into a relationship and have a common theme. I
was first reminded of a conversation between Benjamin
Franklin and soon to be President George Washington. This
discussion occurred as the new constitution was being ratified
and a chair with a gilded sun on the back was used as a point
of reference. Franklin asked George Washington “Is that a setting sun or a rising sun?” Washington replied “That is up to
us”. This chair, used by all presidents, is now in Independence
Hall. So it is with us, whether we have a rising sun or setting
sun is up to us. Next, how do we assure that our sun is a rising
sun?
Four words: It is up to us (me). I thought, how few words,
yet most important. So much can be determined by those words.
The next four words that came to my mind were: SPES
MEA IN DEOEST. Are they new to you? No, just overlooked?
These words make up the motto of the 32nd Degree and are or
should be a part of the emblem. So as many times as you have
seen the emblem, you have seen the words. To many of us we
never endeavored to find out. The first time I presented the
Patriotism Award at a local High School, the student called me
and asked what they meant. Luckily, I was able to give a satisfactory answer.
Next, what could I say about those four words and related
them to my central topic? As I searched my memory, I thought
of another four words that have been indelibly fixed in my
mind. These were: I Did My Best. These words are common
words we often hear from people who rate themselves on performance. To me, the most profound example goes back in time
in which I read those words. These words were those of Ms
Annie Armstrong when she was asked how she wanted to be
remembered on her epitaph. To my Baptist Brethren, I do not
need to educate you about this Servant of God. Though she
lived from 1850 until 1938, we can give her 85 years in service to God. She was with her mother in missionary meetings
at age three. To those that do not know her, untold millions
came to know God and Jesus Christ through her efforts. I am
told that her work is still carried on through offerings beginning with toddlers through the Sunday schools of Baptist
churches today. Simply stated, she wanted people today and in
the future to know. I Did My Best.
Whether it is coincidence, providence or just luck, I do not
know. During the week of December 15th, those words, I Did
My Best to raise him right came to me. These words were not
from Ms Armstrong, but from the mother of one who went on
a rampage in a shopping mall in Omaha, Nebraska and killed
eight people outright and a ninth who died on the way to a
hospital.

CB Griggs, 32 ° KCCH

Editor’s Note: The motto is actually SPES MEA IN DEO EST. For
the purpose of continuity and respect, I did not change Bro Grigg’s
use.
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lodge setting.
As you read this article, we are all probably preparing to
attend or are attending our Grand Lodge in Bossier City. Grand
Lodge Session is the forum for Masonic Brotherhood to be practiced at its highest level within our Craft - yet, is it? We often
see men whom we have not seen in a year; shake hands, pat
backs, exchange pleasant comments and go about our business
of voting on resolutions, voting on actions of our Grand Master, adopting a budget, and perhaps debating several issues
along the way. All done as Brothers practicing the heights of
Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love. But are you Friends
with those Brothers? A simple test has always been: what is
the Brother's wife's name, how many children does he have,
how old are they, what are their stages in life, his profession,
how long there, his hobbies, his church and level of activity,
his family background - this isn't being "nosey", it is truly knowing your Brother. What level of Friend is he? Do you ever
have lunch or dinner with him, do you share interests, do you
enjoy being with him outside of sitting next to him at Lodge
meetings? Is he your Friend? If he isn't, how can he truly be
your Brother? A Brother in name only is a terrible waste of
Friendship.
Scottish Rite Masonry gave me the meaning of Friendship
by association with men who were my mentors in my youth,
through my DeMolay membership, through church, and in
school - I "re-met" them in Mother Lodge and especially in
Scottish Rite - on the level - and became their Brother - what
an incredible feeling to have men who were my Father's age,
and some older, accepting me as a Friend and a Brother - most
of the time, it was hard to call them by their first name - Brother
Lloyd, was still Mr. Pence, my Father's friend through work.
Yet, Brother Lloyd accepted me as an equal through our Friendship working in degrees, working in the kitchen, performing
little tasks in the building - Friendship grew into Brotherhood.
There are so many others who have become an important part
of my life because the Friendships formed grew into Brotherly
Love. That was the "gift" of Masonry to me.
As we begin a new Masonic year with new Grand Lodge
Officers, as we begin a new Scottish Rite year with newly installed Officers in each Valley, as we complete another Certification Conference with freshly trained Valley Officers, let us
remember to be Friends with each other, and allow that Friendship to grow into Brotherly Love - one for another.
Thank you for continuing your Masonic Friendships through
the Brotherhood of Scottish Rite Freemasonry

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

FRIENDSHIP
Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love - How many times
have you heard this phrase and said it and never really listened
to the words? We base our final entrance into Mother Lodge
hearing those words punctuated on the extended points of the
compasses. Many say that those three words are the true cornerstone of Freemasonry, the essential elements of our Craft.
But Friendship is something that we all know about; right?
We form relationships with people from our earliest years - at
pre-school we see children bonding and forming friendships.
Then as school years, church functions, even neighborhood days
pass, we formed friendships with classmates, church mates and
neighborhood buddies. The boy down the street became our
"best friend for life" when we built our secret hideout, or when
our schoolmate let us up in line or shared his lunch because
our lunch wasn't very good, they became our best friend. Friendship.
We were always taught by our parents to do right by our
family and our friends. Be fair, be honest, deal squarely, never
fib or tell a lie especially to a family member or to a friend.
And we expected the same in return from them. The basis for
our understanding of Morality was thus formed. Our friendships grew and became more permanent - true friends stayed
with you for many years. Distance had no effect on true friendship. Periods of absence in time with little or no contact had
no effect on true friendship.
At some point in our lives, we made the decision to join
Freemasonry. Most probably it was because of a friend or several friends who belonged and mentioned their membership you wanted to continue and to grow those friendships. If our
membership was in a "friendly" lodge, we met and made new
friends - and then something happened - we became a Brother,
and we had other Brothers who surrounded us. The Friendship grew into Brotherhood.
You cannot be a real and true Brother unless you are a real
and true Friend. Freemasonry teaches us how to be Brothers
by practicing the lessons of the Craft Degrees. The pure pleasure of attending Mother Lodge and being among men whom
you absolutely trust, believe, rely upon, and consider as close
as any family member is the most incredible feeling in the
world - you enter that lodge room knowing that you are "home".
You are among your Brothers, and have reached the height of
Friendship. Some say that it is almost spiritual in the right

Bill Mollere, S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
A Valley Secretary’s Nightmare!
One of the most difficult task for a Valley Secretary is trying to get current addresses for the members. Without current
addresses,the postage cost to the Valley, the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation and the
Supreme Council increases. If your address
has changed in the last two years, please let
your Valley Secretary know. Increases in
postage, due to returned mail, will ultimately cause our dues to increase. Address
changes can help and make a difference.
In addition, if your email address has
changed or you have never provided your
Secretary with an email address, please notify your local Valley.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Death is no more than passing from
one room into another. But there’s a difference for me, you know. Because in that
other room I shall be able to see.
Helen Keller

Lloyd Gerald Pence, 33 °
1923 - 2008
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