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Scottish Rite Profile:
Robert Jule Hutchinson
by

A. J. Meek, 32°
Valley of Baton Rouge
Current Secretary and Past Master of now Trinity Union
Lodge, Robert J. "Bob" Hutchinson is the Scottish Rite personal representative for the Valley of Baton Rouge. He greets
me at the door and invites me in to his home in Prairieville
sitting on 2 1/2 acres on a lake. Tall ceilings and tastefully
painted sunny yellow walls bids the visitor welcome. Every
few minutes a humidity machine blows its healing mist into
the air. Construction on a state of the art pool is underway.
He plans to have a local chapter of Demolay come for meetings, relaxation, food, and fun.
Recovering from shoulder replacement surgery Bob's left
arm is in a sling now adjusting
to a new situation. He has been
up since 3:00 a.m. doing physical therapy and other time occupying options. He says he sleeps
only 2-4 hours a night with cat
naps during the day. Being an
extravert of high energy he dislikes the idleness of retirement. He is used to working 12 to
14 hour days as a designer and engineer of a manufacturing
company of centrifugal pumps he co-owned. He was the senior VP of operation. Production was his specialty. Old habits
are difficult to break.
Wisely, Bob reminds me that personal recognition is not
his goal. Love of doing a job well for family, church, or fraternity is it's own reward. He speaks about the things he is most
proud of, his family, wife Lou, and his four children, three
daughters and one son Tim who wears the white hat of a 33degree mason, as he does. He and Lou have sixteen grandchildren. One of his daughters has been associated with ten motion pictures and he recalls being an extra in the Dukes of
Hazard movie where he met among others Jessica Simpson.
With smiling blue eyes he tells of humble beginnings growing up on a farm near Greensburg, Louisiana. The family bought
the farm for a $1.00 an acre and it is considerably worth more
in today's market. His Mother made his shirts out of feed sacks.
He recalls being ridiculed by those who could afford to buy
their clothes in regular stores. After selling his share of a successful business, it is obvious that God has blessed the
Hutchinson's with the necessities of life. I asked him "Who's
laughing now?" He just smiled.

Ill. Robert J Hutchinson, 33 ° IGH Personal Representative

Bob grew up strong enough to play high school football
where he suffered the injuries in his knees and shoulders, pain
he would feel later in life. Early ambitions thought that he
might be called to the ministry and enter the Southern Baptist
seminary but there were other plans, LSU, marriage, and starting a business.
Our conversation drifted sadly to Masonry's declining membership. In his blue lodge, the average age
of membership is 72 years old. He entered
Masonry when he was twenty-four and recalls the days when members eagerly asked
to be on a degree team. It is reversed these
days. He knows that there are many problems to solve in the Baton Rouge Valley. Attracting younger men to the Light of Masonry is only one. "If you want something
done, ask a busy person." That is the situation with Bob. Clearly, he leads by example.
He knows he will have to slow down with his responsibilities
sooner or later but so far I don't see it happening in the near
future. His enthusiasm and "can do" attitude for life and work
is both inspiring and infectious. Talking with him for an hour
makes you think you can do the same.

1

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Check Your Calendar

Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
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Published bimonthly by the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation

Every active Mason has within himself
the ability to improve his Lodge—to move
it forward.
Our Fraternity is a society of Friends
and Brothers. Our ritual and ceremonies are
intended to provide a shared, common experience that is the beginning of a lifetime
of Friendship.
Too often, Freemasons focus on the
“problems” of Freemasonry rather then on
the true glory of it-the making and keeping
of friends among those who otherwise
would have remained at a perpetual distance.
Our rules, like our ritual, are fairly
straightforward. However, like our ritual,
our rules often become an unfortunate stumbling block for those who are not willing to
familiarize themselves with them.
Yet within the basic framework established by our ritual and rules, there is much
work left to be done to make a Lodge complete. Its adornments, be they successful or
failures, are left to the Brethren of a Lodge
to create.
Like our operative forefathers who actively sought the skills and new techniques
developed at other successful building sites,
so should the Masons of today look to successful Lodges to learn how to do things a
little differently or a little better.
The desire to get back to the basics of
the good old days is a classic desire of mankind. Whenever the road becomes difficult,
mankind looks back to what it believes was
the Utopia of a bygone day.
Freemasonry has been able to pass on
its gift of friendship from one generation
to the next, not because it has held onto a
ridged orthodoxy, but because the symbology of Freemasonry is such that each generation is able to adapt it to its own needs.
Freemasonry of the post Second World
War era was not the Freemasonry of the
Civil War. Freemasonry of the Westward
Migration was not the Freemasonry of the
American Revolution. No, every generation
has found in Freemasonry and made of it
that which it needed to continue on the
rough road of life.
It is important that today’s generation
do the same.

P. O. Box 64

Shreveport, LA 71161

Editor
Steve Pence
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Any
article or views expressed in this publication are those
only of the writer and do not reflect the official position
of the Louisiana Scottish Rite. The editorial policy of
this publication grants free reign to the Editor, within the
lines of Masonic principles and teachings. Articles and
pictures submitted become the property of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit is given to
the source.

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Albert J. Meek, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KStA
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°

February 11-15
Masonic Weekend
Washington DC
March 7-10
Grand Chapter/Council
Hammond
April 4-7
Grand Commandery
Hammond
October 4-6
Supreme Council
Washington DC

‘Would you tell me, please, which way
I ought to go from here?’
’That depends a good deal on where
you want to get to,’ said the Cat.
’I don’t much care where —’ said Alice.
’Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,’
said the Cat.
’—so long as I get somewhere,’ Alice
added as an explanation.
Lewis Carroll
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

This is as true in everyday life as it is
in battle: we are given one life and the decision is ours whether to wait for circumstances to make up our mind, or whether
to act, and in acting, to live.
Omar N Bradley

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Communication 2009
Alexandria
February 7-8
Honors Breakfast
Feb 8
Foundation Annual Meeting
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Monroe
April 25
Conference of the Orient
Shreveport
November 13
Honors Day
Shreveport
November 14
Reunions
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, GSW
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana
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May 9
April 4-5
April 18-19
March 7-8
May 2
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
D Walter Jessen Scholarship Fund

Donations continued:

In Memory of George James “Sonny”
Burroughs
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Ralph Mollere
Robert Lawrence
In Memory of Carolyn L Pence
Sheila Williams

In Memory of Mrs. Beverly Bowers
Paret
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC

In Honor of Mrs. Francis P Lamkin
Samuel J Lamkin

In Honorarium for Walter D Jessen
Employees of D. W. Jessen & Asso.

In Honor of Lynn D Polk
Jerry and Janet Gould

Brandon Keck and Dr. James Nelson

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
S. Bruce Easterly
John Hickman
The Crow Foundation
Leeman Wiggins
Kenneth W. Holt
James B. Tuck
Evie F. Young, Jr.
C.G. Whorton, III
Alvin W. Magee
James D. Hall
Kendall P. Berry
Thomas D. Rucker
Norman K. March
Patson C. Houston
William V. Bowen
Rena D. Carson
Billy R. James
Larry L. Landtroop
Fred L. Evans, Jr.
Louis E. Davis
Hubert E. Greathouse
Aubrey B. Wynn, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. P. L. Giddens
Broadmoor Masonic Lodge # 432
Garry L Cloinger

continued next column

Scholarship Awards
The Foundation provides $2,000.00
honorariums through the D. Walter
Jessen Civil Engineering Scholarship
program. As previously announced, Brandon E Keck and Ashley M Cummins were
the recent recipients. Both of these students are pursuing engineering degrees
at Louisiana Tech-Ruston. Dr. James D
Nelson, Associate Dean of the College of
Engineering and Science made the presentations.
John L. Atkinson, 33 ° G.C.
President
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America, democracy, religious faith and Freemasonry will benefit as a result of the Order. I am proud to have been an advisor
to such an organization and to have had a part in this forward
step.
In the years to come, I see leadership in the hands of today's
youth, and I know that DeMolays will take a leading role in
leading the future of America. Certainly last, but far from least,
I will be a better man, a better father, a better Mason and a better
citizen by being a member of
Pelican's Advisory Council. The
strength of my character and replenishment of my internal drive which
those young men give to me is beyond description. The conf idence
for all of us, their future as well as
ours, is beyond expression. I continue to be one of the many advisors across this great nation to see
these young men achieve outstanding manhood. I want to remember as I live, play and pray with these young men, these
fine American Boys, that they are all
that God has to make a full and upright man from, and I delight in being a part in helping Him make that
man for the sake of His Kingdom and
the love of our country.
There is and always shall be an
eternal love and gratitude in my
heart for the Order. Won't you
brother Masons take my hand across
the state and bring DeMolay to a
higher peak than it has ever reached
before? You need them, and they need you, so give a few hours
of your time to them. You will be repaid for you labors in a
greater way than you can ever imagine. The love of God, the
love of Freemasonry, the future and love of America depend
upon you.

WHY ARE YOU STILL A DEMOLAY ADVISOR?
by
A. Nicholas Auck, 32° KCCH
Many people have asked me the question, "Why are you
still a DeMolay Advisor?" The answer is not an easy one, especially in the light of our recent decline to three Chapters and
105 members around the state. I will try to tell you why I am
an advisor of DeMolay, and why I love it so much.
I first became an advisor because four years earlier I had been
a shy young man with very little
vision of the world beyond a small
rural farming community in Arkansas. Through DeMolay I was
able to travel around Arkansas and
get to know young men like me.
We shared ideas based on the same
lessons but with different experiences. Over the years we shared
experiences, and learned of their
place within and without positive
moral society. In the end, I traveled and represented DeMolay,
literally from Venice Beach in California to Washington, DC.
Once my Active DeMolay years ended, I felt a debt was owed
and became an advisor.
Now, after serving more than ten years, serving the finest
youth organization in America, I see the boys of yesterday becoming the men of today. I see those who want more for themselves and others; a better America for all of us.
As our cities and state make progress, the youth of today
will hold the offices of prominence, and a great many of them
will be Senior DeMolays. DeMolays who I have advised are
now working in state government, banking and private business middle management, ministers of faith and assistants to
elected officials. Sooner than
any of us will like, a decade or
two will pass and they will replace us as we retire. What morals they learned as youths will
be the only weapon they have to
combat the decay we are witnessing in our society today. Filial
Love, Reverence for Sacred
Things, Courtesy, Comradeship,
Fidelity, Cleanness and Patriotism - Do you see these great tenants exemplified in public schools or government today? Only
through DeMolay, Scouting and other such programs can a
young man be exposed to positive influences. Of those organizations, only DeMolay is designed to give the membership the
responsibility of making decisions. In DeMolay, the young
men elect their leadership and support the leaderships programs. Advisors do not dictate what the membership will do,
rather we provide the tools for them to plan their events, plan
and hold fundraisers, take trips to historical sites or other
DeMolay Chapters, civic and Masonic service projects.
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Recent Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2009 Membership Fees are due
by December 31, 2008
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, February 4th
Valentine Program

Wednesday, March 4th (away)
Meeting at Bayou Fellowship Lodge/
Please RSVP with Valley Secretary. Charter bus leaving from Westside Shopping
Center-Gretna at 5:15
Lecture topic: What Changes should You
Expect when You become a Scottis Rite
Mason?
Cajun Feast - Open Meeting

Wednesday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance & Renewal
Celebration of Passover meal

Wednesday, May 6th
Mother’s Day Program

Spring Reunion
Wednesday, June 3rd

May 9

Honors Night-all past presiding Officers

Wednesday, July 1st
Patriotic Program

Sunday, July 12th
Family Day-Hosted by KStA

Wednesday, August 5th
Bring a Friend Night

On December 3, 2008, the Valley held
its annual Seasonal Holiday Celebration.
The Jerusalem Shrine Band performed
traditional holiday music. The brethren
and their guest dined upon a special
Cajun gourmet gumbo prepared by the
good brothers of Bayou Fellowship
Lodge. After the meal and live entertainment, the brethren opened the Lodge of
Perfection after which all official business was performed, Bro. Marc Conrad,
32º KCCH gave an esoteric lecture on the
"Holy Saints John." Thereafter, the
Lodge of Perfection closed in due form
and prayer offering thanks for the past
year's fellowship and prayers for the coming New Year. On January 7, 2009, the
Valley elected its officers for 2009. An
official list of Valley Officers will be published in the next issue of the
Trestleboard. Congratulations to those
chosen to lead our Valley for 2009. May
the G.A.O.T.U. guide all of your decisions, prompt your actions, and keep you
steadfast in the performance of your duties.

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew held their
annual Robert Burns Supper on January
24, 2009, at Carmine's Restaurant. Much
fellowship was enjoyed in the name of the
Bard of Scotland, especially among those
special brothers honored to have been
wearing kilts. Be sure to watch for a detailed report about the event and photographs of it in the next issue of the
Trestleboard. We extend our best wishes
and congratulations to the newest officers and members of the Knights of St.
Andrew for 2009. Your new officers in
the Knights of St. Andrew are Venerable
Master Joe Loyacano, 32º, KSA; Senior
Warden Quentin J. Buras, 32º, KSA; Junior Warden Guy T. Wilson, 32º, KSA;
and, Secretary/Treasurer James Vann,
continued next column
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continued previous column
Knightly News:

32º, KSA. All Knights need to contact
your Secretary to inquire about 2009
dues. If you would like to become a
Knight of St. Andrew, then please contact its Venerable Master Joe Loyocano,
32º, KSA or its Secretary James Vann,
32º, KSA for more information.
2009 Officers Knights of St. Andrew
Venerable Master:
Joesph J Loyacano, 32º
Senior Warden:
Quentin J. Buras, 32º
Junior Warden:
Guy T. Wilson, 32º
Secretary/Treas:
James W Vann, 32º

From the Secretary’s Desk
Brethren, I am very excited about our
traveling Valley program which will occur in the months of March, April, May,
and June 2009. We are taking the Valley
of New Orleans on-the-road to meet new
brothers in our area at blue lodges and to
inform those who would not otherwise
know about the great things and fellowship happening at our Valley. In March,
we are traveling to Bayou Fellowship
Lodge. If you, a friend, or your wife
would like to attend, then please let me
know so I can reserve your spot(s) on our
chartered bus and so I can make sure that
the good Cajun brothers preparing our
meal for this special meeting will have
enough Cajun food for everyone. We still
need two lodge sponsors for May and
continued on page 12

In Memoriam
Leary A. Cross, 32°
Salvador M. Calabresi, 32°
James C Crain, 32°
Charles S. Barnett, Jr., 32°
Richard B. Carroll, 32°
James E. Ferguson, 32°
Van A. Mermilliod, 32°
Alva C. Petty. 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2008 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Knight and let them know. They'll get
you an application.

Richard L Hollier, 33 °
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
H Edward Durham, 33º

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, February 10th
Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
50-Year membership recognition

Tuesday, March 10th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

April 4th-5th
Spring Reunion
Tuesday, April 7th
Open Meeting
Service of Remembrance

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Gary L Gribble., 33°
Charles F Jackson, 33º
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Richard L Hollier, 33°
Prior:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
Preceptor:
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

From The Secretary’s Desk
Dues for the Valley for 2009 is
$75.00. Check and see if your card is
current! Have you thought about Perpetual Membership? Give me a call at
(318) 221-9713 and I'll get you the information for this program. It would be
great to see your name on the wall of
honor. It's a great program that insures
the future of the Valley. Have you
moved, changed phone numbers, or email addresses, if so please let us know
so we may continue to communicate with
you.
Contact
the
off ice
at
sratkinson@bellsouth.net or give me a
call.

2009 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

E Allen Kelly, 32°
Carey C Allison, 32º
Joseph E Moore, 32º
John F Ayer, 32°

KCCH Club
The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month of the 1st
District Lodge meeting. The next KCCH
Club meeting is January 13th beginning
at 5:30, in the Club Room-2nd floor.

Fraternally
John L Atkinson, 33° GC
continued on page 12

I N M EMORIAM

Knights of St. Andrew
E. Allen Kelly, 32° KSt.A completed
his first year tenure as Knight Commander. The Chapter saw growth and
currently has four Squires in training.
Our newest Squire is John F Knox, 32°.
If you are interested in being actively
involved in the Valley, dedicated to service and eager to participate, talk to any
6

William M. Brittain, 32°
Robert E. Braswell, 32°
Grover D. Wittenburg, 32°
Walter D. George, Jr., 32°
Thomas J. McAfee, 32°
Larry McCormack, 32°
Lenwood Carruth, 32°
Allen Virgil Litton, 32°
Fred E. Jolley, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2009Membership fees are due
December 31, 2008

2009 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:

Wednesday, February 18th

Venerable Master:C Clifford Heath, Jr. 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Nolan R Gamble, 32º, KCCH

32° Conferral

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:

Wednesday, March 18th
Presentation of all Masonic Bodies

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Thursday, April 9th

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Service of Remembrance

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, April 15th
Presentation to honor Public Officials

Spring Reunion
April 18-19
Wednesday, May 20th
deMolay Ceremony of Light & Flowers

Wednesday, June 17th
Masonic Heroes

Wednesday, July 15th
Carl Cludey Masonic Play

Wednesday, August 19th

The Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies honored Ill. Allen Robert "Dad"
Frugé, 33° IGH for his many years of
dedicated service as head of the Back
Door Lunch Kitchen Crew. He was presented with a matching apron and toque
silk screened with the appropriate words
"Cajun Chef - hot 'n spicy." Ill. Frugé,
33° is well known for seasoning food on
the "hot side" as is the Cajun tradition in
southwest Louisiana.
He was also presented a Certificate of
Appreciation naming him as Past Grand
Master of the Kitchen Crew. His wife,
Mrs. Laura Nell Frugé was also present
for these honors.

Allen R Fruge’, 33°
Harry C Northrop III, 32º KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
William B Powell, 32° KCCH
James M Kilpatrick, 33º

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Donald R Verret, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Murray C “Bo” House, 33º
Prreceptor:
Herrin J Ducote, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH
Ill. Allen Robert "Dad" Frugé, 33° IGH and Mrs.
Laura Nell Frugé

Annual Charter out of town trip

Fall Reunion
September 12-13
Wednesday, September 16th

I N M EMORIAM

Honor Past Venerable Masters & 50
Year members

Robert T Boling, 32°
Carleton C Brouhard., 32°
Edwin Lee Burran, Sr., 32°
George J Cavys, 32°
James T Carpenter, 32°
Clyde J Deslatte, 32°
Donald E Randall, 33°
Dudley Theriot, 32°

Wednesday, October 21st
Feast of Tishri

Annual Family Day
October 24
Wednesday, November 18th
Recognition of Masonic Charities
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month.(Except November & December)
7
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GJW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2009 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, February 9th
Shane Crump presents Masonic Working
Tools

Spring Reunion
Monday, March 9th

March 7-8

7th Degree presentation

Thursday, April 9th
Service of Remembrance

Sunday, April 12th
Easter Service

Monday, April 13th
Chapter of Rose Croix conducts meeting

Monday, May 11th
Council of Kadosh conducts meeting

Monday, June 8th
21st Degree presentation

Monday, July 13th
25th Degree presentation

Monday, August 10th
28th Degree presentation

Monday, September 14th
Feash of Tishri - KCCH Club & KStA
conducts ceremony

Fall Reunion
Monday, October 12th

October 4-5

Danny Smith presents 8th Degree

Monday, November 9th
M:W: Jeff Webb, GM visit

Monday, December 14th

Personal Representative Notes

From the Secretary’s Desk

We now have a new group of officers
in all four bodies and from initial results;
we are going to have a great 2009. Ricks
M Bowles, 32° KCCH Venerable Master
of the Lodge of Perfection is offering an
aggressive plan of education for the valley utilizing instruction, participation and
degrees. If you haven't been to a meeting
in a while, come to a meeting and see if
you enjoy what is happening.
It was great having our Sovereign
Grand Commander Ill. Ronald A Seale
33° at our December meeting and we
hope he will return in the near future.
Our Spring reunion (the Lloyd G.
Pence Memorial Reunion) is coming up
on March 7th-8th and we still need candidates. If you have a brother who is interested in joining the Scottish Rite,
call the office and get a petition.
We have talked about setting up a club
in the Houma, Morgan City, Thibodeaux,
Cut Off area for some time. We are getting closer to putting this together. If you
are interested in being in a Scottish Rite
Club in that area, give us a call at the
office.
Brethren, I may have upset some
people when I talked about starting a
"Help your Brother Fund". If a brother
calls me and advises me he can't pay his
dues, he needs to say nothing more and
it will be handled. "Am I my brother's
keeper?" As I knelt before the altar many
years ago I said "I am." If you want to
contribute to the "Help Your Brother
Fund", send in a contribution and note
what it is for.
Go to a Blue Lodge meeting, or Scottish Rite meeting, or Shrine meeting, or
Eastern Star meeting, or York Rite meeting, or Church meeting, or any meeting,
you just might find you enjoy it.

The year 2008 was full of surprises. We
witnessed the continuation of the war
against terrorism, high fuel costs, financial
institutions going under, stock market
plunges and really strange weather patterns
(3-5 inches of snow in Baton Rouge in December).
One of the things that shocked me the
most during the past year is the number of
members who have not paid their dues on
time or have not paid their dues at all. I
know these are hard times and finances may
be running short for some of you, but we
are all brothers and we are supposed to treat
one another with respect and dignity. If you
need help, we can help, but only if we know
you are in need.
Your dues and participation are vital to the operation of this Valley and I
am asking each of you who
are considering leaving the
Scottish Rite to please reconsider. We need your
help and support.
We have a new slate of
Officers for 2009 and a
new Venerable Master with an excellent line
of Officers who have some wonderful plans
for the year. Please come to the meetings
and I am sure you will be pleasantly surprised. We are all looking forward to seeing each of you during the coming year.
Hope to see you soon and regularly.

May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

Election of Officers
Ill. William J Mollere, SGIG to be received
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Fraternally
Bev Guilliot, 33°
Secretary

continued on page 10

In Memoriam
Robert Morgan Fairchild, 32°
Theodore Roosevelt Fridge, Jr.. 32°
James Edward Godbold, 32°
William David Prater, 32°
William Center Wade, 32°
Norman Leslie Wilson, Jr., 32°
Herman Joseph Zimmer, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2009 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Gregory L Wrenn, 32° KCCH
Joseph H Baker, 33º
Ralph H Owens, 33º

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2009 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, February 5th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Featured Speaker: Kirk Alan Cormier

Saturday, February 28th
Master Mason Night
6:30 PM
M: W: J F“Jeff” Webb,GM speaker

Thursday, March 5th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Featured Speaker: E L “Bubba” Via

Thursday, April 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Program
Service of Remembrance

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

The Advisory Conference meets on the
third Monday at 6 pm.

What Should I, As a Mason, Do?
The duty of man is not a wilderness
of turnpike gates, through which he is
to pass by tickets from one to the other.
It is plain and simple, and consists but
of two points - his duty to God, which
every man must feel; and, with respect
to his neighbor, to do as he would be
done by.

Thomas Paine-Author

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Michael A Watts, 32°
Randall S Hollis, 32º KCCH
Clifton Hall, Jr., 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
Earl D Killingsworth, 32° KCCH
Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
Louis A Franks, 32º

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
H Levern Defee, 32°
Prior:
Guy S Williams, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Jimmie Dale Yates, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Monroe Scottish Rite Reunion
Many Blue Lodge Masons, especially
newly raised Brethren who have received
the Scottish Rite degrees as well, probably remember the lesson they were
taught in the Blue Lodge, Mason's do not
ask a man to join the Masons. Brethren,
there is no such restriction in the Scottish Rite! If you have a Brother Mason
who has not availed himself of Scottish
Rite degrees, go ahead, Ask Him and give
him a petition. If you have Brotherly
Love in your heart then you will want
your friend to be able to go to Scottish
Rite with you and your family. Enjoy the
Fellowship, the food and, the programs
of interest that are regularly presented
for you and yours. Not only will he be
able to enjoy the fellowship, prevalent in
Scottish Rite, but gain More Light in
Masonry as he receives the degrees of
Scottish Rite, on his journey to become a
Master of the Royal Secret. He will also
receive a copy of the book, "A Bridge to
Light" by Rex R. Hutchens. This book
does an excellent job in informing the
candidate what each degree teaches and
helps him realize more fully the important lessons taught in each degree. He
will always be grateful that a Brother
Mason encouraged him to be a part of
the Scottish Rite.
9

Gumbo Fund Raiser
Every organization the size of the
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies that owns
its own place of meeting (The Scottish
Rite Temple) incurs expenses that exceed
the portion of annual dues (after per
capita taxes are paid), must receive additional funds for maintenance, utilities,
etc. The Monroe Bodies have two major
fund-raisers each year to augment their
income to meet these expenses.
The first is usually held during the
first part of February, after the Grand
Lodge of Masonry in Louisiana holds its
annual meeting. This fund-raiser involves
a lot of work if it is to be successful. Tickets are prepared and mailed to the membership so that they may buy them, sell
them to friends, neighbors and Brother
Masons of their Blue Lodges. The Gumbo
ingredient must be purchased and prepared, the roux and the
final mixture achieved
and served for consumption at the Temple as
well as preparation for
take-out orders. This
can be a fun day resulting from the camaraderie among Brothers, the inner sense of
well-being for helping your Brothers and
the chance to enjoy "Good Groceries".
Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33 °

I N M EMORIAM
Marion B Bagwell, 32°
George James Burroughs, 32°
Danny Lane Doster, 32°
Billy Ray Johnson, 32°
Andrew Thomas Robertson, Jr., 32°
Charles Wesley Towers, 32°
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continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News:

Your Director of Work

THE WORK IS WORTHY OF US
If our labor to build up the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
had no higher purpose than to make it strong in numbers and prosperous by popularity, thereby to gain importance in our own estimation or in the opinion of others; if we had nothing to teach, by
which to make men better and wiser; if we endeavored only to make
our degrees impressive and striking by stage-show and scenic effect; if the Symbols of masonry had for us no profound and recondite meaning, the work we do would be but waste of time, little
worthy of us, and little worth doing, in an age when there is so
much real work to do, so much to learn, and so little time to devote
to study.
The work is worthy of us, and our time is not mis-spent in doing it, because the Rite had higher purposes, and contains in itself
the means for effecting them… We assist in emancipating men
from error, in liberating them from the bondage of tyranny and
the shackles of craft and oppressions that enslave consciences and
punish freedom of thought and speech by excommunication.

continued from previous column
Baton Rouge Valley News-Director of Work:

you have not been contacted by your Degree Director with practice dates or the specific rehearsal time, please do so. It is both
his and your responsibility to be fully informed.
We owe it to each other to help in any way we can. For
anyone interested in working in a degree, on the stage or prop
crew, as well as in the robe room, please contact me at (225)
362-1120 or via email at nauck@ohsep.louisiana.gov. I look
forward to seeing you at the performance.
Fraternally
Nick Auck, 32° KCCH
Director of Work

Knightly News
During a recent open meeting, the Knights of St. Andrew
held a squiring ceremony inducting four new members. Knight
Commander Keith Duncan performed the ceremony. Timothy
P Sibley, William J Naquin, Darryl W Averett and Steven C
Sibley will be great additions to the Chapter.

Albert Pike

What Bro. Pike wrote more than a hundred years ago is
still very relevant to our Masonry today. No my Brothers,
Masonry is NOT the esoteric, the pontification of Masonic research nor a great term plan for exalted office. It is the education of mankind by all these means. Though my assigned duty
is to direct the scheduling and execution of degrees during a
reunion, I see more work than the start and end of each on a
given day.
Degree performance is based on a working relationship between the Degree Director and the cast members to execute
four phases of education. Directors and cast members must
first "learn" what the degree teaches as a whole and the rela- Sir Knight Keith Duncan 32° KCCH inducts new Knights.. Facing L:R -Tim
tionship each character portrays. Then members must "learn" Sibley 32°, William Naquin 32° (Kneeling), Darryl Averett 32° and Steven
their part, the oration of the degree. Practices are then sched- Sibley 32°.
uled by the Director, so that members may present their parts
together in a formal or informal setting. The Director of Work
Past Grand Master Night
schedules a rehearsal to ensure not only that the Degree DirecIn November, members of the Valley honored our Past Grand
tor and his cast are prepared for the Reunion but to ensure the Masters. The Valley received Ill: Robert L “Buck” Kleinpeter, PGM
stage, props and sound crews are prepared to support the per- (1980) and Ill. Harold G Ballard, PGM (2005) 32° KCCH with 8
formance. Finally, the degree is exemplified before the Valley lights, 8 swords and under the arch of steel. Ill. William H Brown,
and all who witness learn.
PGM (1998) 33° was unable to attend as he was babysitting his
Along the way, Directors owe their cast members a defined new grandson.
task and reward for the accomplishment; reasonable notice of
all activities; an opportunity to move around in the degree and
most importantly, an opportunity to end participation. Likewise, cast members take on the responsibilities of learning both
the lesson and the presentation of their part {Committing to
memory} and ensuring that their actions support the exemplification of the degree. I will not bore you with a list of the bad
habits of Degree Directors or Cast members; rather will rely
on your good conscience to stop any you may have and require
the same of your brothers {… within due bounds…}.
All Degree Directors have been given the 2009 schedule of
degrees to be performed and dates of rehearsals. Our reunions
will be held on March 7th & 8th and October 17th & 18th.
Rehearsals will be on February 28th and September 26th. If
10
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CENTER NEWS
Southeastern Louisiana Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center

provided therapy for seventeen children. Some will return and others are able to attend regular school classes. We are very proud of
each one of them.

Card of Thanks
Mr. Joe:
Thank you for the chance to practice at the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Clinic. I have enjoyed my time at the facility. Also, thank
you for the invitation to the dinner, I am sorry I couldn’t make it.
Please extend my thanks to the ladies as well. I hope you and the
Scottish Rite family have a blessed holiday season.
Katie Clark
Joe A Stroud, 33 °
Center Administrator

Southwestern Louisiana Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

In the early 1950s in Colorado, the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States initiated a
program to help children with speech and language disorders. The
results obtained from this program led to the establishment of
RiteCare clinics to provide diagnostic evaluation and treatment of
speech and language disorders, as well as learning disabilities.
Today, there are 172 RiteCare® clinics, centers, and special
programs operating or planned for children and therapists located
throughout the United States. Each facility is staffed by speechlanguage pathologists or other trained personnel. Through the support of Scottish Rite members, these clinics, centers, and programs
continue to increase. The value of this philanthropy has long been
apparent. Tens of thousands of youngsters across the United States
have been helped significantly. With the good work of dedicated
clinicians and parents, the Scottish Rite has achieved successes
that could only be imagined a few years back. Children who might
have remained educationally behind for a lifetime can now talk,
read, and lead productive lives.
As a rule, the RiteCare® Clinics accept preschool children who
have difficulty speaking or understanding the spoken word or
school-age children who have difficulty learning to read. Some
centers also offer literacy training for adults.
Inquiries on age groups and program offerings in specific areas should be addressed to the director of the local Scottish Rite
facility. Equally important, all services are available regardless of
race, creed, or the family’s inability to pay.

On Wednesday, December 17, 2008, a program on the Scottish Rite - Rite Care Learning Center at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette was conducted by Dr. Jack Damico, professor
of communicative disorders and Holly Damico, clinic director-communicative disorders. Dr. Damico spoke on how many
children are affected by communication disorders and how the
graduate at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette program prepares clinicians to work with people having communication
disorders to improve their quality of life. He spoke of a parent's
dream for his or her child when they are first born and the day
the dream dies when they learn that their child has a communication disorder that will hinder them from obtaining their
dream. He stated that it is his conviction that the work of a
speech and language clinician is to give the dream back.
After Dr. Damico's passionate presentation, Holly Damico,
his wife and clinic director, made a PowerPoint presentation
showing several of the young people that are being helped
through the Scottish Rite-Rite Care Learning Center at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette. She told stories of the remarkable progress these children are making with some completing
and graduating from the program this fall. It was obvious to
all in attendance that the children received the best instruction
under the watchful eyes of a most professional and caring faculty. The children are nurtured with a positive environment
staffed by compassionate clinicians who teach and encourage
them toward excellence. This is truly Rite Care.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Another year has now gone by and we at the Learning Center
hope that it was a very special year for each of you. We thank each
of you for your contributions, your help and all the other little
things that you were able to do for us, IT IS YOUR CENTER.
The Center was prepared for the Spring 2009 Semester that
began the last week of January. During the Fall 2008 session we

L:R: Ricky A Venable, 32 ° KCCH, Co-Center Administrator, Elton J
Blanchard, 32° KCCH, Co-Center Administrator, Holly Damico, Clinic Director-Communicative Disorders, Dr. Jack Damico, Professor of Communicative Disorders, Ill. R. B. Smith, 33 ° Personal Representative
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continued from previous column
New Orleans Valley News:

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News-From The Secretary:

From Your Correspondent

June. If your lodge would like to host the Valley of New Orleans, then please contact me.
Our Spring Reunion is coming up for Saturday, May 9, 2009.
Please come by to get your Petitions. If you haven't seen a
Scottish Rite Reunion since you first became a Scottish Rite
brother, then make plans to attend this reunion to reacquaint
yourself with the esoteric teachings and moral lessons of the
Scottish Rite and the true beauty of its degrees. We have room
for everyone. If you'd like to assist on a degree team for the
upcoming Reunion, then let me know. We'll find you a spot if
you want to become active in the Scottish Rite! My door is
always open.
Fraternally

True Brotherhood
by
Frater Marcus Aurelius
True brotherhood begins inside the fiery heart;
It flows from your actions from the very start;
The Great Architect knows the weight of your soul.
His All Seeing Eye allows the Truth to be told.
We are all Imperfect Ashlars in the beginning;
We are Living Stones perfected by finishing.
Sometimes hammer and chisel become dull in the task,
When our brothers wear only tawdry funny masks.

Lloyd Hebert, 33°

Along comes a brother in real need;
If we help him or the Craft then it affirms our good creed.
If we ignore any pleas or wrongs, then True brotherhood
dies,
Causing much harm above and below with loud Divine sighs.
No Fellowship is worth a betrayal of good principle.
Our Souls are at stake in our good Temple,
When we no longer follow the Plumbline so bright;
And, when we don't use the Square and the Level on everything in
sight!

Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee
As we begin a New Year of Scottish Rite and Masonic education at the Valley, please know that you are welcome to join
us in active participation. Active participation in any facet of
Scottish Rite education assures you a share of the rich benefits
offered by the esoteric lessons of the Scottish Rite degrees and
a peek into the long and honorable
story told by our proud history.
There are two ways to participate.
First, you can enroll in the Supreme
Council's Master Craftsman Educational Program; enrollment includes a copy of the Scottish Rite
Monitor and Ritual Guide and the
Master Craftsman educational program materials. Second, you
can offer to present a talk or lecture at the Valley in 2009. If
you would like to join the Master Craftsman study group, give
an educational lecture to the Valley, or if you have a suggestion about a proposed lecture topic, then please inform Bro.
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH, enroll in the Master Craftsman
course, you may also do so by asking the Valley's Secretary or
going directly online to the Supreme Council's website at http:/
/www.scottishrite.org.

\

We all took an oath upon a Sacred Book.
And we must follow its sound precepts wherever we look;
Cast aside all that is impure and work on this task;
It is not too late to lay down the funny fool's scepter and his
bitter flask!
Fiat Lux!
S&F,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH.

Just as the soul fills the body, so God fills the world. Just as
the soul bears the body, so God endures the world. Just as the
soul sees but is not seen, so God sees but is not seen. Just as the
soul feeds the body, so God gives food to the world.
Marcus Tulius Cicero

continued next column
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continued
Shreveport Valley News:

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

Spring Reunion

Master Craftsman Program
We have well over twenty five members currently enrolled
in the Supreme Council's Master Craftsman education program which offers members an opportunity to be better educated on the Scottish Rite and it's history. This is a six lesson
program that revolves around the structure, history, organization and degrees of the Scottish Rite. It is highly recommended that every member enroll into the program.
Begin an educational and historical journey that once started
will cause you to search for additional light. Contact the office
for details. The cost is $42.00 (including shipping), a small
considering the long term benefits. Call John Atkinson and he
will glady get youou enrolled!
During our January meeting, Ill. Ballard L Smith, PGM
33°-Personal Representative had the pleasure in presenting
certif icates, lapel pins and gift cards to the Valley’s recent
Master Craftsmen. Gary T Rushworth, Sr., 32° KSA, E Louis
McGee, 33° and E Michael Ironsmith, III are shown below
receiving their honorarium from Ill. Smith.

Shreveport Scottish Rite Bodies will hold their Spring Reunion, beginning on March 28th. A total of twenty degrees
will be conferred. We will begin at 7:30 AM on Saturday morning with registration and orientation and the fourth degree
being conferred at 8:30 AM. The 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th,
and11th degrees will be conferred before lunch.. After lunch,
the 12th, 14th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st degrees will be
conferred and ending about 6:00 PM. Sunday morning we
will start with the 24th degree at 8:00 am, followed by the
26th, 28th, the30th degrees, ending at 11:30 for church services. After lunch, the 31st and 32nd degrees conferred in
full form. The Reunion will end around 4:00 pm. with presentation of dues cards, copies of Bridge to light and 32nd Degree
Jewels to the members of the class.
S&F,
E Louis McGee, 33°
Director of Work

Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation Gifts
A tax deductible donation to the Foundation is always a
beautiful way to honor a departed friend or loved one. Send
your tax-deductible contributions to: Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation, Inc. (SSRFI) P. O. Box 64 Shreveport, LA 71161.
Donations
The Crow Foundation
S. Bruce Easterly
William M. Brittain
Robert E. Braswell
Grover D. Wittenburg
Walter D. George, Jr.
Thomas J. McAfee
Larry McCormack
Lenwood Carruth
Allen Virgil Litton
Fred E. Jolley

February’s Meeting
The following members who have completed fifty years of
service to the Scottish Rite will be our honored guests during
our February meeting. Ill. Ballard L Smith, PGM 33°-Personal
Representative assisted by Ill. John L Atkinson, 33° GC-Secretary will make the presentations. Congratulations to our newest 50 Year Members:
George H Brooks, 32 ° KCCH
James DeLee, 32°
Roger L Long, 32°
Joe Pasternack, Jr., 32 °

There is nothing you can say in answer to a compliment. I
have been complimented myself a great many times, and they
always embarrass me —I always feel that they have not said
enough.

Richard G Cotton, 32 °
George B James, Sr., 32 °
Gordon A Marsalis, 32°
Jimmie H Smith, 32°

Mark Twain
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ADDRESS TO A HAGGIS
BY ROBERT BURNS

Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o’ the puddin-race!
Aboon them a’ ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe, or thairm:
Weel are ye wordy of a grace
As lang’s my arm.
The groaning trencher there ye fill,
Your hurdies like a distant hill,
Your pin wad help to mend a mill
In time o’ need,
While thro’ your pores the dews distil
Like amber bead.

ADDRESS

TO

THE TOOTHACHE

BY ROBERT BURNS

His knife see rustic Labour dight,
An’ cut ye up wi’ ready slight,
Trenching your gushing entrails bright
Like onie ditch;
And then, O what a glorious sight,
Warm-reekin, rich!

My curse upon your venom’d stang,
That shoots my tortur’d gums alang;
And thro’ my lugs gies mony a twang,
Wi’ gnawing vengeance;
Tearing my nerves wi’ bitter pang,
Like racking engines!

Then, horn for horn, they strech an’ strive:
Deil tak the hindmost! on they drive,
Till a’ their weel-swall’d kytes belyve,
Are bent like drums;
Then auld Guidman, maist like to rive,
’Bethankit!’ hums.

When fevers burn, or ague freezes,
Rheumatics gnaw, or cholic squeezes;
Our neighbors’ sympathy may ease us,
Wi’ pitying moan;
But thee — thou hell o’ a’ diseases —
They mock our groan!

Is there that owre his French ragout
Or olio that wad staw a sow,
Or fricassee wad mak her spew
Wi’ perfect sconner,
Looks down wi’ sneering, scornfu’ view
On sic a dinner?

Adown my beard the slavers trickle!
I throw the wee stools o’er the mickle,
As round the fire the giglets keckle,
To see me loup;
While raving mad, I wish a heckle
Were in their doup.

Poor devil! see him owre his trash,
As feckless as a wither’d rash,
His spindle shank, a guid whip-lash,
His nieve a nit;
Thro’ bluidy flood or field to dash,
O how unfit!

O’ a’ the num’rous human dools,
Ill har’sts, daft bargains, cutty-stools,
Or worthy friends rak’d i’ the mools,
Sad sight to see !
The tricks o’ knaves, or fash o’ fools,
Thou bear’st the gree.

But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed,
The trembling earth resounds his tread.
Clap in his walie nieve a blade,
He’ll make it whissle;
An’ legs, an’ arms, an’ heads will sned,
Like taps o’ thrissle.

Where’er that place be priests ca’ hell,
Whence a’ the tones o’ mis’ry yell,
And rankıd plagues their numbers tell,
In dreadfu’ raw,
Thou, Tooth-ache, surely bear’st the bell
Amang them a’!

Ye Pow’rs wha mak mankind your care,
And dish them out their bill o ‘fare,
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies;
But, if ye wish her gratefu’ prayer,
Gie her a Haggis!

O thou grim, mischief-making chiel,
That gars the notes of discord squeel,
Till daft mankiud aft dance a reel
In gore a shoe-thick; —
Gie a’ the foes o’ Scotland’s weal
A towmond’s Tooth-ache!
14
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to join; the fraternity men stay in; the fraternity men are proud
to say "I am a Mason"?
I know why I still belong - mostly, it is that sacred moment
in a lodge room when I realize that I am in the company of my
Brothers who are there on the same level and beside me on the
same Journey seeking the same feeling of security, safety, oneness with God, quietness in the soul of being together and yet
apart. Also, the lump in my throat when I hear and "feel again"
that Welcome Address for a new Master Mason. Then when
the hair stands up on the back of my neck when I am again
asked those probing questions in the Fourteenth Degree and
am reminded of my Duty. The sensation of joy when I see the
True Word reappear in the last moments of the Eighteenth
Degree and remember its true meaning for me. When I am
symbolically judged again in the Thirtieth Degree, and questioned about my actions during the Thirty-First Degree to again
determine if I am worthy - and finally, as I sit and listen and
hear again in the Thirty-Second Degree that I have a choice,
the equilibrium - that balance in my life - good versus evil,
giving versus taking, helping versus turning away - all my life
questions are again answered as to why I am a member of Freemasonry and of Scottish Rite.
Today, 2009, we have the greatest opportunity to offer what
we have to men more so than in many years - today, with all of
the turmoil in the world, wars, financial crises, political
changes, Freemasonry can offer that chance to regain the sense
of belonging to something special that offers friendship, morality and brotherly love, family values, bonds of true fellowship, respect for womanhood, cherishing education, working
for good government and providing for those less fortunate
without any recognition from those assisted. But we must practice it. When men are staying closer to home and seeking family values, looking for real friendship, trying to make sense out
of all of the crazy things happening in the world, Masonry
offers answers and shelter - that sacred moment upon entering
a lodge room where an altar holds a volume with answers and
where men respect each other and can sit together and become
as one. No other fraternal organization offers that - and Scottish Rite amplifies and expands that - through the lessons of
the Degrees. If we miss this opportunity, we may not get a
second chance to bring this generation of men into our gentle
Craft and by so doing change all that we see that is wrong improve our world. We can regain that bearing and improve
on all that we hold near and dear - we must practice and be
examples and then seek those who want what we have to offer.
We offer the basics; today many are looking to go back and
recapture those basics.
May each of us remember why we joined; why we are different and how Masonry takes good men and helps make them
better - may we practice our Craft for all to see and keep all
that Scottish Rite amplifies and expands upon to regain that
sense of goodness that the world today so desperately needs thank you for maintaining your bearing and continuing to be a
practicing Scottish Rite Mason.
Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Regaining Our Bearing”
Who are we and what do we do to make good men better?
How do we go about practicing our Craft? What makes us
different from any other group of men who meet together?
Questions that sometimes haunt me as I go about my fraternal
activities in Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
I know why I joined - it was because of men whom I admired and who helped me along in my younger years - they
mentored me, shared their time, gave me advice, and offered
me a place within their own family - all without asking for
anything in return - they became second fathers to me - I wanted
to be like them and try to follow their example - they were all
Masons, so I wanted to be a Mason too. Having been in
DeMolay where I met most of these men was an advantage many did not have that advantage and many more today do
not. My own Father, who was a great man and my number one
hero, was not a Mason, but he recognized what these men were
to me, and for my twenty-first birthday presented me with the
fee to join Masonry. A birthday present that I shall always
treasure because he was so wise and generous. And I know
that in my heart my Father was as pure a Mason in his heart as
any of those wonderful men whom I wanted to emulate (many
men are who never enter through our Inner Door).
But to the question - how do we, those within Masonry,
make good men better? Do we practice our Obligations and
live according to the designs on our own Trestleboards - those
life changing actions that have us read, study, learn the meaning of friendship, morality and brotherly love, and then live it?
Do we hold "classes" on being better? Do we have an annual
inspection to tally our goodness? If the numbers don't add up
to passing being better, do we issue demerits or call the member in before the principal for a lecture on being better? Why
is Masonry so different from Moose, Elks, UCT, even Knights
of Columbus? Each is a fraternity practicing fraternal activities. Each has devoted followers who profess loyalty to their
organization and who do good deeds and present themselves to
the public in a positive light. Masonry is the oldest, the biggest, with many famous member, past and present, but are we
the best? What makes us the best; the fraternity that men want
continued next column
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Did You Know?
How is it done?
Article IV Section 8: The Supreme Council
may, at any regular session, elect to receive the
Thirty-third Degree and to be Honorary Members of the Supreme Council with the rank and
dignity of Inspectors General Honorary, such
Masters of the Royal Secret possessing the qualifications and regularly nominated as herein provided, as it may select by unanimous vote taken
of a voice vote. The Thirty-third Degree shall
never be asked for, directly or indirectly, and if
asked for, shall be refused. Nominations shall
be referred to the Committee on Nominations
and report had therefrom before ballot is taken.
No nomination shall be made of a member of
any Body who is in arrears in his dues.
Section 9: Not less than thirty days before
each regular session of the Supreme Council each
Sovereign Grand Inspector General and each
Deputy of the Supreme Council may file in the
office of the Grand Executive Director, in the
number below specified, the written nominations
for Inspectors General Honorary, masters of the
Royal Secret who are bona fide residents and
members in good standing of the Subordinate
Bodies of this jurisdiction, who have attained
the age of thirty-five years and who have had
conferred upon them the rank and decoration of
Knight Commander of the Court of Honour at
least forty-six months before the session at which
the nominations are to be voted on, to receive
the Thirty-third Degree and to be Honorary
Members of the Supreme Council with the rank
and dignity of Inspector General Honorary.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.
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