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ample, one such "explanation" maintains that the Heptagon was
a relevant symbol within the Camp during an earlier period in
Scottish Rite history when there were 25 Degrees - each Degree would thus have a place on the vertices of the concentric
polygons, since 1+3+5+7+9 adds up to 25 - but subsequently
lost its place in the sequence once the Degree system was enlarged to include a total of 33 Degrees. While the conjecture is
admittedly ingenuous, it bears little connection to historical
fact, and Pike himself dismisses it in his commentaries. I can
assure the student that the Heptagon has never ceased to be a
key symbol within the Camp - the conclusive proof of this continuity lies in the fact that the Heptagon was and is one of the
major features of a Degree worked under the Old system, as
will be further revealed below. In fact, that particular connection is so important to understanding the central mystery of
the Camp as a unified whole, that its full import will not be
fully analyzed until the secrets of the Nonagon come alive in
Part V of this little series.
Another often-repeated "explanation" portentously informs
the poor student that the Heptagon is so important because it is
"shown to you in the Fourteenth Degree". A careful study of
that Sublime Degree's ritual, and especially of its décor and
stage directions, will reveal to the Aspirant that, in fact, all of
the Camp polygons are equally displayed in the form of the 3,

The Symbolic Camp of the 32° - Part IV
Mysteries of Sacred Geometry and Masonic Astronomy
by
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Heptagons, Heptagrams and Secret Seven Sided Vaults
What do "The Magnificent Seven", the Scottish Masonic
apron, the stockbroker's Series Seven Exam, and the Big Dipper all have in common? Well, they have about as much in
common as the Seven Sisters of the constellation Pleiades have
in common with the number of rows in Mendeleev's periodic
table of chemical elements, or as the seven musical notes of
the Major Scale have in common with the seven-segment display used in digital devices. You guessed it: it's time to explore
one of the most intriguing features of the
Thirty-Second Degree Camp: the sacred
number SEVEN represented by the mysterious Heptagon, whose lack of either
Tents or Standards as assignments in the
diagram has puzzled many Masonic researchers. In order to unlock the esoteric
meaning of this rich geometric symbol unlike other regular polygons it cannot be constructed by compass and straightedge alone - we shall first have to examine
closely one of the most ubiquitous of all "Masonic numbers":
SEVEN.
Right from the start, I want to clearly identify a major potential obstacle as we begin to dissect the many layers of Masonic symbolism attached to the number 7. As I see it, the most
difficult challenge to the serious Masonic student who contemplates the Heptagon in the Camp is to determine what the
number Seven is NOT intended to symbolize in this particular
instance. This aspect cannot be too strongly emphasized. This
becomes painfully clear to the student who may encounter tens,
if not hundreds of different "occult" meanings and wide-ranging symbolism attributed to the mystical number Seven. And
of course, each interpretation is probably at least partly "true"
depending on the context in which it is viewed. Numbers as
well as symbols ultimately mean whatever we want them to
mean in a given setting - herein lies at once the mystery and
the key for those who aspire to the hidden knowledge in Scottish Rite Masonry.
I must also introduce a second caveat here. Most of the "interpretations" associated with the number 7 and with our Heptagon in "standard" Masonic texts, particularly in modern research, are actually fairly trivial and, sadly, can bring us no
closer to our goal of unlocking the intended meaning of the
Heptagon, specifically within the Camp as a whole. For ex-

5, 7, and 9 lights respectively arranged around the main stations.
Finally, perhaps the most widely-used "interpretation" repeated by well-meaning neophytes is that the Heptagon somehow alludes to the idea that "the ancients only knew of seven
planets". I offer two comments regarding this hypothesis: first,
please try to get your hands on the truly brilliant written work
of the eminent Egyptologist Bauval - his cutting -edge discoveries will forever change your perception of "what the ancients
knew" regarding esoteric Astronomy. Second, please make an
effort to study the Pythagorean doctrines of harmonic proportions and cyclical "vibrations" of energy which pervade, albeit
in veiled form, most Scottish Rite Degrees.
These secret doctrines, which have been transmitted through
the centuries via the "underground stream" of esoteric thought
within the initiatic Rosicrucian, Masonic, and Hermetic schools,
are all based on a concept of cyclical octaves with a period of
continued on page 12
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

The Master Craftsman Course II is
now available. It is a 9 section course
designed for Master Craftsman graduates.
Returning to the texts from the first program (The Ritual Guide and Monitor and
A Bridge to Light), this course re-explores
the ritual on a deeper level, looking for the
moral lesson imparted in each degree and
then applying that lesson to one‘s everyday
life.
The following members have recently
completed the course and have received
or should shortly recieve their certificates
and lapel pins.
Lake Charles
Oscar Abshire
Dennis Keith Fuselier
Pierre Schexneider
New Orleans
Clayton J Borne III
Quinton J Buras
Klaus J. Kueck
Armond L Love, Jr.
Shreveport
Thomas F Murphy

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Inaugural Masonic Unity Award
During the Fall Conference of the
Orient, William J Mollere, SGIG announced a new honor that will be presented once a year to a Mason that has
exhibited outstanding service to all of the
Masonic Bodies of Louisiana. The inaugural award was presented to Lloyd A
Hebert, 33° General Secretary-New Orleans Valley for his untiring service to
the craft.

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, DGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: J. F. “Jeff” Webb, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Bill Mollere and Lloyd Hebert
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Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge of Louisiana
Alexandria
February 6-7
Supreme
Rite Care Conference
New Orleans
April 14-17
Biennial Leadership Conference
New Orleans
April 16-17
Orient of Louisiana
Honors Luncheon
Alexandria
February 7
Conference of the Orient
New Orleans
April 15
Baton Rouge
October 30
Reunions
New Orleans
March 27
Shreveport
March 20-21
Lake Charles
April 10-11
Baton Rouge
May 22-23
Monroe
April 24
La Bonne Marie
Unity Lodge #267
April 29

Houma
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies
Karubah Carnahan
William B Jones
Patson C Houston
Norman Parker
Curtis Schluter
Billy R James
Leeman Wiggins
Donald Gable
Garry Cloinger
Larry Landtroop
Hi-Twelve Club of New Orleans
The Crow Foundation
P L Giddens
In Memory of Earnest S Easterly III
S Bruce Easterly

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech & Language Scholarships

Ill. Joe W Miot, 33° issues the reponse for the Class
of Honors

University of Louisiana-Hammond
Andrea Irving
Blake Toupes

Honors Day Weekend Shots

In Memory of Barbara Vines
James R Corry

Ill. Ronald A Seale, 33° Sovereign Grand Commander presents his SGC cap to retiring General
Secretary, Ill. John L Atkinson, 33 ° Grand Cross

In Memory of Ken Levi
Beryl C Franklin

Taken during the Council of the Orient in Shreveport L:R - Dean R Alban, 33° Director of Membership Services-Supreme Council, William J
Mollere, 33° SGIG-Louisiana, Ill. Ronald Ambrose
Seale, 33° Sovereign Grand Commander-Supreme
Council AASR/SJ and Earl E Ihle, 33 ° Grand
Cross-Director of Development-Supreme Council.
Ill. Jules Frederick “Jeff” Webb, 33 ° Grand Master of Mason and Admiral of the Texas Navy addresses the banquet attendees.

Foundation Officers 2009-2010
S. Bruce Easterly
William V. King
E. Louis McGee
Robert C. Joyner
William J. Mollere
John L. Atkinson
Harry E. Moseley
William H. Brown
I. C. Turnley, Jr.
Neal R. Crane

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Chairman
Executive Director
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Brother Ray D “Doug” McElwain, 32 ° KCCH receives his cap from William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG
as Mrs. McElwain looks on.
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Knight Commander Court of Honour
Twenty six members were elected to receive the investiture
with the rank and decoration of Knight Commander Court of
Honour. Twenty four of these men were able to attend the ceremony in Shreveport during the Ceremonies.The KCCH members previously announced in the last Trestlboard regretfully
omitted Bro: Thomas B Bennett-Valley of Baton Rouge. Bros
Jason J Griffin and Lees Sands of the Valley of New Orleans
were unable to attend and will receive their honors in New
Orleans.

The Ceremonial of Investiture with the Rank and Decoration of the Knight Commander Court of Honour is conducted
by the brethren of the New Orleans Scottish Rite Bodies. Ill.
Lloyd A. Hebert, Jr., 33° is the Director.

Knight Commander Court of Honour Investiture team L:R- Lloyd A Hebert,
Allen G Tidwell, Cleveland F Bruce, Robert A Barrios, Ralph T Rabalais,
Elmo J Pitre, III, Warren A Hintz, Nicholas Randazzo, A C Reeder, Frank N
DuTreil, John T Williamson, Anthony Radosti, Ion Lazar and Jay W Owensby.
Seated William J Mollere, 33° SGIG, Ronald A Seale, 33° Sovereign Grand
Commander-AASR SJ and Charles L McCarty, 33° Personal Representative
Members not shown: Marc H Conrad and BJ Guillot

Valley of Monroe KCCH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG; Wilson
O Cook; Will P Gray and Michael A Watts and Robert C Joyner, 33° General
Secretary

Valley of Baton Rouge KCCH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33° SGIG;
Thomas B Bennett; Guynes E Cagle; Jimmy D Dunkin; Guy A Jenkins, Ray
D McElwain; Dewitt W Watts; B J Guillot, 33 ° General Secretary and Robert
J Hutchinson, 33° Personal Representative

Valley of New Orleans KCCH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33° SGIG;
Elmo J Barnes: George J Lupo; Michael L Silva; Guy Thomas Wilson;
Charles L McCarty, 33° Personal Representative and Lloyd A Hebert, 33°
General Secretary

Valley of Lake Charles KCCH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG;
Oscar Abshire; John B Becton; Jame R B Golding; Claude G LeCompte;
Charles G Callahan, 33 ° General Secretary and Richard B Smith, 33° Personal Representative

Valley of Shreveport KCCH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33° SGIG; James
P Allen; Virgil F Trenado; Christopher L Musick; Thomas R Dyar; Carey C
Allison; John F Ayer and E Allen Kelly
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Recent Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2010 Membership Fees were due
on December 31, 2009
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, February 3rd
Valentine Program & Educational talk

Wednesday, March 3rd
On the Road - Bayou Fellowship Lodge
Presentation of 4th & 14th Degrees

Spring Reunion
Wednesday, April 1st

March 27th

On the Road Ceremony of Renewal & Remembrance

Wednesday, May 5th
On the Road Guest Speaker

Wednesday, June 2nd
On the Road Guest Speaker

Wednesday, July 7th
July 4th Celebration

Family Day
Wednesday, August 4th

July 11th

Bring a Friend Night
50-Year member celebration

Wednesday, September 1st
Feast of Tishri - Reobligation night

Fall Reunion

September 25th

We hold most of our Valley's meetings
in a veritable museum dedicated to philosophical Thought and to the progress of
man's intellect through the ages, but we
live in the real world. We tend to "live in
the moment", as indeed we must in order
to successfully negotiate the often-unpredictable labyrinth of daily life. Perhaps
it is natural, then, to find ourselves longing from time to time for that one peaceful moment of retrospective, big-picture
review of at least the more vivid snapshots of recent memory. It is also, perhaps, not so surprising that the winter
Holidays would be a joyful and blessed
time to reminisce thus. Our memorable
Holiday Program this past December was
just such a truly unique occasion.
Our Venerable Master Anthony
Radosti 32º KCCH arrived early and coordinated all phases of the set-up for this
well-planned event. As always, our valiant and tireless Knights of St. Andrew
were present and worked very hard under the direction of our Venerable Master of St. Andrew, Bro. Guy Wilson 32º
KCCH. The Program went through without a single misstep, and everyone enjoyed the sumptuous feast - I must confess (again!) that I did go back for second helpings, but would hasten to add
that I was not the only one to do so. In
case you're wondering, I can also confirm
that our Grand Lodge's Junior Warden,
Ill. Bro. Frank DuTreil 33º, did manage
(again!) to serve food from three buffet
stations at the same time… We all enjoyed the delightful musical repertoire of
the Shrine Band as we traveled down
memory lane and embraced the warm atmosphere of Fraternal fellowship and of
Holiday cheer.
We had yet one more reason to celebrate on that cold winter evening. We
now have two new graduates of the immensely popular Master Craftsman Home
Study Program which is administered
through the Supreme Council. The
5

Program's Director of Education for the
Valley of New Orleans, Bro. Ion Lazar
32º KCCH presented the beautiful engraved diplomas and the Graduate lapel
pins to Bro. Crell Sikorsky 32º and to Bro.
Armond Love 32º in recognition of their
achievement and of their dedication to
Masonic study. Before we left - knowing
that the next time we meet will be in a
new decade - we were regaled with warm
and inspiring Holiday messages by our
Valley's Executive Officers: our General
Secretary Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert 33º and
our S. G. I. G.'s Personal Representative,
Ill. Bro. Charles McCarty 33º. As Scottish Rite Masons we have so much to be
grateful for, and so much to look forward
to as we start the New Year.
Our Valley is a beehive of activity as
we started the year with the prospect of
so many exciting projects. The Membership Development Team is already working closely with the Valley's leadership
to implement several programs focused
on the "Three R's": Recruitment, Retention, and Reinstatement. Meanwhile our
Ambassadors Program is joining forces
with the Director of Education's staff of
esoteric researchers and writers to develop a series of brief and to-the-point
presentations that can effectively bring
the Scottish Rite to the District Blue
Lodges in our area. We also started the
year with a bold, pioneering initiative
launched by our Chief Administrative
Officer, Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert 33º. He
tasked the Membership Chairman with a
clear mission: every single member on the
rolls will be personally contacted from
now on at least twice a year via telephone.
Our newly-installed officers look forcontinued page 14

In Memoriam

Alva C Guthrie
Arnold G Finch
Russell E Fetty
George A Miestchovich, Jr.
George J Fausterman
Jack W Howland
William H Cobb
Frederick A Leitz
Columbus C Lee
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2010 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

tioned how successful our Lodges and
Rites would become?

Fraternally
Gary Gribble

Larry B Ledbetter, 33 °
H Edward Durham, 33º
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:

Knights of St. Andrew

Gary L Gribble, 33°
Roy B Tuck, 33º
S Bruce Easterly, 33°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, February 9th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, March 9th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Spring Reunion
March 20-21
Tuesday, March 30th
Service of Remembrance

Tuesday, April 13th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, May 11th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, June 8th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, Juuly 13th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, August 10th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, September 14th
Open Meeting
Feast of Tishri

6:30 PM

Fall Reunion
September 25-26
Tuesday, October 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Charles F Jackson., 33°
Larry B Ledbetter, 33º
Joe W Miot, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Larry B Ledbetter, 33°
Prior:
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Charles F Jackson, 33°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°

2010 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

Joseph E Moore
John F. Knox
Robert M Clark
John F Ayer, 32° KCCH

From the Secretary’s Desk
Once again the New Year has come
and gone. I hope that each of you had a
wonderful and joyous holiday season. The
transition of the off ice is a work in
progress. The kindness shown to me by
our members is truly wonderful.
We all know what a privilege it is to
belong to our beloved fraternity. It is
however time to roll up our sleeves and
take to task many obstacles that lay before us. We must now ask ourselves what
can I do? Can I extend the right hand of
fidelity? Can I find an appropriate part
in a degree? Could there possibly be the
need for help in lights, sound, stage,
building committee, or kitchen help?
How about driving a brother to the meeting who hasn't been in a while. Could I
possibly help by calling some of our members just to say Hello? Could I attend my
Lodge and lead by example? Could I
mentor to a younger or newer Mason?
Could I dig a little deeper and help financially? How about buying an endowed
membership? Could I recruit from my
Blue Lodge and help with membership?
Yes, brethren, these are all things each
of can do to help. No one person is totally responsibly for the success of any
organization. Can you imagine if each
of us could do some of the things men6

Knights of St Andrew are hightly visible during all
of the Valley functions and played a prominent
role during the Honors Day Ceremonial.

Brother Mike Beeler, 32° KStA piping the members and visitors into the Shreveport Temple.

I N M EMORIAM
Harold Kinsey Chamberlain 32°
Milton Sidney Holland, 33°
Claude Eugene Hendershot, 32°
Carter Harrison Mattis, 32°
Abner L Slack, 32°

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Charles G Callahan Retirement

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2010 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, February 17th
Dianna Fruge` - Guest Speaker
International Order of Rainbow Girls

Wednesday, March 17th
Richard B Smith, 33° - Guest Speaker
Learning Center

Wednesday, March 17th
Richard B Smith, 33° - Guest Speaker
Learning Center

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance

Spring Reunion
April 10-11
Wednesday, April 21st
Jules F Webb, 33° PGM-Guest Speaker

Wednesday, May 19th
Harold H Young, 33 ° - Guest Speaker
Dyslexia Program

Wednesday, June 16th
Jesse J Hollingshead, 32° KCCH
Guest Speaker - Learning Center

Wednesday, July 21st
Presentation on the Order of the
Eastern Star

Wednesday, August 18th
On the Road Meeting
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month.(Except November & December)

After more than seven years of service to the valley, Ill. Brother Charles G.
Callahan, 33° retired as General Secretary of the Lake Charles Scottish Rite
Bodies on December 31, 2009. The brethren of the Valley of Lake Charles honored Brother Callahan and his wife
Maudeen at the December 16, 2009,
stated meeting of the Bodies. Following
the meal that evening, Charles received
a red rose boutonnière and Mrs. Callahan
a red rose corsage to distinguish them as
our honorees.
Richard Morgan, 32° KCCH, President of the Lake Charles KCCH Club,
presented Brother Callahan a gift from
the club. Braxton Cole, 32°, Master of
Westlake Lodge #443, presented Brother
Callahan with an honorary Perpetual
Membership in Westlake Lodge. C. L.
Callihan, 32° KCCH, Treasurer of the
Valley made a presentation on behalf of
the brethren of the Valley of Lake
Charles. As Brother Charles is an avid
outdoorsman, the brethren presented him
with a gift certificate to Academy Sporting Goods so that he may select items that
he wants and needs for his retirement.
Later in the tiled meeting, Venerable
Master Charles Clifford Heath, Jr., 32°
KCCH, presented Brother Callahan with
a gift certificate to JB's Barbeque restaurant in Orange, Texas, which is Brother
Callahan's favorite.
A chocolate cake decorated with the
Scottish Rite double eagle was presented
to Brother Callahan and enjoyed by all
in attendance. Joining Brother and Mrs.
Callahan for the evening were their
daughters, Jerri and Terri. Although
Charlie is stepping down from the General Secretary's position, he will continue
to serve as an advisor on the SGIG's advisory council and as a key resource to
our new General Secretary Blake Ford,
32°. Thank you Charles for all that you
have done and will continue to do for
Freemasonry. You are one of the Masonic
Giants of our area, and we all love and
respect you.
7

Charlie and Maudeen surrounded by their family

2010 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Noland R Gamble, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Harry C Northrop, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Harry C Northrop, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32º KCCH
Donald R Verret, 32 ° KCCH

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

William B Powell, 32° KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32° KCCH
Richard D Morgan, 32º KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Murray C “Bo” House, 33 °
Prior:
Herrin J Ducote, 33º
Prreceptor:
Ricky A Venable, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

A Life of Service
Once in a while there are people in
your life that can best be described as servants, not in a derogatory way, but in a
way that typifies their character and actions. Such is the case for Illustrious
Jimmy Houston Leger, 33°, IGH Elect.
Brother Leger has been a Scottish Rite
Mason since 1967. In those 42+ years,
Brother Jimmy has embodied the teachings of the Scottish Rite as he travelled
across both the valley and the state. He
is a fierce promoter of patriotism for
continued page 11

I N M EMORIAM
Walter Winford Bruner, 32°
Willard William Kelly, 32 °
Marquis Coret Simmons, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Valley News

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GSW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2010 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, February 8th
Presentation on the 5th Degree
Larry H Moore, 33°

Monday, March 8th
Family Night - Crawfish Boil

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance-Extinguish Lights

The Valley of Baton Rouge Scottish
Rite Bodies had the pleasure of receiving Ill. William Jules Mollere, 33° SGIG
for the Orient of Louisiana and member
of its Valley. Brother Mollere was received with all of the honors under the
arch of steel with swords clashing, gavels rapping and lights glowing.
As guest speaker, Ill. Mollere, 33°
made a presentation emphasizing that although we are brothers in the fraternity,
so should we also be friends. Brother
Mollere stressed that we should constantly stretch forth the hand of friendship to all and in particular out brothers.
Prior to Ill. Mollere’s presentation,
Brother Howard C States, 32° made an
impressive presentation on the “Pledge
of Allegiance”, its significance and how
too often we take it for granted.
Both presentations were well received
by the members.

Sunday, April 4th
Service of Remembrance-Relighting Lights
Joint service with Commandery

Monday, April 12th
Chapter of Rose Croix presiding

Monday, May 10th
Presentation on 7th Degree
John W Tilly, 32°

Spring Reunion
Monday, June 14th

M ay 22-23

Presentation on the 8th Degree
C Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°

Monday, July 12th
Patriotic program
Mike McNaughton, SFC

Monday, August 9th
A Rose Upon the Altar performed by the
Monroe Valley Cast

Saturday, August 21st
Honoring our Widows Night

Monday, September 13th
Presentation on 27th Degree
Joe A Stroud, 33°
Advisory Conference meets at 5:30 prior to
regular meetings.

Ill. William J Mollere, 33 ° SGIG under the Arch
of Steel

Venerable Master’s Message
First, I would like to thank the Valley
of Baton Rouge for electing me Venerable Master for 2010. After serving many
years in the line and listening to the membership, I believe I have planned a year
of fun events that will interest everyone.
We had the installation of Off icers in
January and the Council of Kadosh presided in observance of their obligatory
day. This is the meeting each year when
we honor the teachings of the chivalric
degrees of the Rite. And either about the
time you receive this edition or shortly
8

after, your leadership will be attending
the Scottish rite Officer Certification in
Lake Charles. This event prepares the
Officers of the Valley to lead during their
respective terms.
The first quarter of the year has a variety of events for the membership as
well. Beginning February 5th Bro. Larry
Moore who will present a paper on the
5th Degree (Perfect Master). Originally,
we had planned for the performance of
the Degree, but due to the passing of Bro.
Ernest Easterly, the new cast members are
not yet ready to go on-stage.
On March 8th, the Valley invites all
members and their families to our Crawfish Boil. While there will be a brief meeting our intention is to enjoy the fellowship of Brothers and their families at the
meeting.We will begin at 6:30 with a
word of prayer and then meal. Please
bring your family and friends and enjoy
a night out.
April is filled with several events.
The Remembrance Ceremony Team will
perform on Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. This is a return to the traditional observance from years past. On
April 1st at 6:30 pm, the team will call
the Role of those who have passed since
last year and present the ceremony of
extinguishing the lights. On Easter Sunday morning, the Team will reassemble
and present the relighting of the lights.
In addition to this traditional observance,
area Commanderies have been invited to
participate. Plains Commandery has
agreed to present an honor guard and will
also present a brief Christian observance
of the Easter Holiday. Donuts, Coffee and
juice will be provided. Our regular meeting will be held on April 12th, when the
Chapter of Rose Croix will preside and
Brother Naresh Sharma will present a
paper on the Rose Croix in observance
continued page 11
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
New Year Resolutions

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2010 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, February 4th
Presentation by Ms. McGee from the
Council on Aging.

Saturday, February 27th
Annual Master Mason’s Night
Grand Master guest speaker

6:30PM

Thursday, March 4th
Presentation by Ms. Sandy Bass from the
Alzheimer Association

Did you make any resolutions for
2010 that you have already broken? If you
have done this, don't feel depressed, chagrined, ashamed or otherwise demeaned!
Join the crowd!
There is a resolution that you could
make (even though the 1st has already
come and gone) that is guaranteed to
make you feel good about yourself and,
after all, is not that hard to achieve. Really! It takes effort and persistence in
some cases but others might be surprisingly easy! Simply start carrying a petition to the Scottish Rite when you attend
your Blue Lodge and see how many new
Scottish Rite members you can get!
While we all realize that our Country is undergoing an economic downturn
at present, it surely will not last and you
can sow the seeds of interest and if you
accompany the planting with your enthusiasm for Scottish Rite and the Fellowship you enjoy at our monthly meetings,
you will be pleasantly surprised at the
germination and spread of interest. Try
it, but please don't use so much fertilizer
that it burns up the seedlings.

Thursday, April 1st
Service of Remembrance
Dr. R J Keiser guest speaker

Spring Reunion
Thursday, May 6th

April 24

Service of Remembrance
guest speaker

Thursday, June 3rd
Flag Etiguette
guest speaker

Thursday, July 1st
Independence Day Celebration
guest speaker

Thursday, August 5th
Independence Day Celebration
guest speaker

Thursday, September 2nd
Feast of Tishri
guest speaker

2010 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Joseph H Baker, 33 °
Ralph H Owens, 33º
Travis M Holley, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Randall S Hollis, 32° KCCH
Clifton Hall, 32°
Wilson O Cook., 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
Louis A Franks, 32°
Gerald R Wiese, 32º KCCH

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
Guy S Williams, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
John H Martin, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Jason C Brewton, 32º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

9

50 Years Scottish Rite Mason

Reubin Simmons and Woody Bilyeu

When we hear of a "once in a lifetime"
occurrence, we are awed by the significance of such a happening to one of our
own. On December 3rd, at the Monroe
Bodies regular meeting, such an event
took place! Our Personal Representative,
Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, was able to
present a fifty-year cap, pin, and certificate to the honored member, Brother
Reubin Austin Simmons for 50 years of
membership in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonr y. We salute you, Brother
Simmons and our best wishes go with you
always!

Master Mason of The Year
A short time after the chartering of the
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies on November 15, 1971, it was decided that the Monroe Bodies would honor a member for his
continued work in his Blue Lodges. Since
the Monroe Bodies area covered the 3rd,
4th, 5th and 7th Masonic Districts, it was
felt that with such a wide base of membership, that the honored Master Mason
of the year (as the designee was to be
called) should come from these Districts
and the Honoree would be selected from
an alternating District to have equal opportunity to be selected on a rotational
continued page 14
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James Yance Head, 32 °
Walter Zodie Sims, 32°
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Thirty-Third Degree
Inspector General Honorary
Nine members were elected to receive the Thirty-Third Degree Inspector General Honorary. Eight of these men were able
to attend the coronation in Shreveport during the November
Ceremonies of Honor. Ill. Jimmy H Leger-Valley of Lake
Charles suffered a stroke in early November and was not able
to attend.

Valley of Baton Rouge IGH Honors L:R-William J Mollere, 33° SGIG; James
Houston Morgan, Jr.; James H “Chuck” Morgan III, 33° assisting his father and Ronald A Seale, 33 ° Sovereign Grand Commander

Valley of Shreveport Inspector General Honorary Honors L:R-William J
Mollere, 33° SGIG; Ballard L Smith, 33° Personal Representative; E Michale
Ironsmith; Joe W Miot and Gary L Gribble, 33° General Secretary

Valley of New Orleans Inspector General Honorary Honors L:R-William J
Mollere, 33° SGIG; Woody D Bilyeu, 33 ° Personal Representative; Clarence
E Collins and Robert C Joyner, 33° General Secretary

The Thirty-Third Degree is conducted by the brethren of
the Shreveport Scottish Rite Bodies. Ill. Ballard L Smith, 33°
Personal Representative is the Director of the Degree.

Inspector General Honorary Thirty Third Degree team L:R- Billy J George,
Robert L Breedlove, Richard L Hollier, Roy B Tuck, Charles H Penn III, E
Louis McGee, Ballard L Smith, Standord L Jensen, Gary L Gribble, Thomas
P Brown, John T Dark, Earl L Archer and John M Dark.
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Valley of New Orleans Inspector General Honorary Honors L:R-William J
Mollere, 33° SGIG; Louis J Caruso; Warren A Hintz; Jay W Owensby; Elmo
J Pitre; Lloyd A Hebert, 33 ° General Secretary and Charles L McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative

Scottish Rite
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continued from page 7
Lake Charles News-A Lifetime of Service:

America and he abhors communism in any form. He is proficient in the Mason ritual, but has been on a lifelong quest to
learn the deeper meaning of the mysteries and symbolism contained therein. He promotes Scottish Rite Masonry by living
its creed. He will teach, lecture, transport, mediate, resolve,
research, fund, or assume an active role in any area of Masonry where he may serve. He does this with humbleness and a
servant's heart.
As a result of his efforts as director of membership, Jimmy
has served the Valley by signing more than 20 Master Masons'
Scottish Rite petitions. He is active in the degree work in the
14th, 20th, and 30th degrees to name a few. He has worked in
the kitchen, the dining room, on the stage, and in the wardrobe, or wherever there was a need and he could help. He does
this without being asked and without expecting notoriety or
thanks.
In 2008, Brother Leger served as Venerable Master, and
was the first member of the Valley of Lake Charles and the
Orient of Louisiana to complete the Master Craftsman Program. He has started on the Master Craftsman II program, and
is an active promoter of this educational program to all of the
brethren.This serves as testament to his unquenchable thirst
for more Masonic Light.
In October 2009 to recognize of a lifetime of service,
Brother Leger was elected to
receive the 33° Inspector General Honorary degree from the
Supreme Council. Just ten days
prior to the ceremony of investiture in November 2009,
Brother Leger suffered a severe
stroke and has been hospitalized since. A private ceremony
was held on January 2, 2010 to
Ill. Jimmy H Leger, 33°
confer this degree and honor on a brother that is true to his
obligations and worthy of our accolades. We can all best serve
him now by remembering him in our supplications to the Great
Architect of the Universe.

Meet Our New General Secretary
The Valley of Lake Charles starts the new decade with a
new general secretary for the Bodies. Illustrious Brother William J. Mollere, 33° SGIG, has appointed Brother Donald Blake
Ford, 32° to assume the duties of that office effective January
1, 2010.
Brother Ford is a native of Tensas parish. He moved to
Southwest Louisiana over 50 years ago and was employed in
the construction business for nearly fifty years. He worked some
48+ years for F. Miller and Son Construction Company, one of
the most respected commercial building contractors in our area.
During his time with the Miller firm, Brother Ford was involved in the construction and oversight of several of our most
evident and enduring edifices. Several bridges and roadways

continued from previous column
Meet our New General Secretary:

that we use daily along with commercial and municipal buildings were erected under the watchful eye of Brother Ford. Three
landmarks that we can all recognize are the Interstate 210
bridge over the Calcasieu River, the Calcasieu Marine National
Bank Tower (now the Capital One Tower) and the elevator in
the Masonic Temple are projects in which Brother Ford was
actively involved.
Now retired, Brother Ford resides in Westlake with his wife
Barbara. Together Blake and Barbara enjoy traveling and camping in their motor home. He is a member of Westlake Lodge
#443 F&AM, and is a Past Potentate of Habibi Shrine Center.
Brother Ford brings his years of experience from the business world to run
the day-to-day operations of the Lake
Charles Scottish Rite Bodies. He has
distinguished himself by presiding over
the Nobility of Habibi with servant leadership and demonstrating the wisdom
necessary to earn the respect of the
brethren.
As Masons, we call ourselves "builders." We have a true
builder serving as our general secretary in the Valley of Lake
Charles in the person of Brother Blake Ford, 32°. His friendly
personality, quiet demeanor, and "can do" attitude makes him
approachable and easy with which to work. Please take time to
become acquainted and get to know Brother Ford. He will be
at the meetings and in the Scottish Rite office to visit with and
serve you.

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News-Venerable Master’s Message

of the obligatory day.
I hope you to see you at the next meeting and enjoy the
fellowship of our Valley.
Fraternally,
Nick Auck

From your Director of Work
I hope you all enjoyed your Christmas and New Year's Holidays. Unfortunately, January is now behind us and we are well
on our way to Spring. It may not feel like it today, or the past
few weeks, but before we know it, the April 24th Degree Rehearsal will be here. The Valley will be presenting the 4th,
9th-10th, 12th, 14th,17th, 18th, 21st, 25th, 30th and 32nd Degrees. Also, we have a special presentation; the Scottish Rite
Entered Apprentice Degree will be performed by a team lead
by Bro. Anthony Randosti, past Venerable Master of the Valley
for New Orleans. The Spring Reunion will be held May 22nd 23rd so start bringing in petitions now.
In December, I attended Amite City Lodge's installation of
Officers where Brother Steven Little was installed as the Worshipful Master. Two brothers asked for petitions to join the
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite and the Lodge has taken on the 26th
or Trinitarian Christian Degree, which will be performed at
the Fall Reunion in October. This is a prime example of how
one or two brothers have ignited a spark in their Lodge and the
Scottish Rite fire is spreading to new members and old. How
can you help your Valley or your Lodge?
11
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be noble. Among the Hebrews, every seventh year was sabbatical, and seven times seven years was the jubilee. The three
great Jewish feasts lasted seven days; and between the first
and second were seven weeks. Levitical purifications lasted
seven days; Balaam would have seven altars, and sacrificed on
them seven bullocks and seven rams; Naaman was commanded
to dip seven times in the river Jordan; Elijah sent his servant
seven times to look out for rain; ten times seven Israelites went
to Egypt, the exile lasted the same number of years, and there
were ten times seven elders. In the Muslim religion there are
seven heavens. The Big Dipper mentioned earlier has 7 stars,
and the rainbow has 7 colors - we'll come back to that. The
Scottish Masonic apron has 7 tassels on each side, and a ladybug commonly has 7 spots. The Seven Last Words are the last
utterance of Christ on the Cross. Of the many names the ancient Hebrews had for the deity, the seven names of GOD were
those over which the scribes had to take particular care. Seven
is the number of Archangels according to some religious denominations, and the same number depicts the minor Yang
symbol in the Taoist Yin-Yang. Seven is also the number of
palms in an Egyptian sacred cubit, and also the number of ranks
in Mithraism. (Incidentally, make sure you study Mithraism,
you will see why). In Buddhism, the Buddha walked 7 steps at
birth; seven is also the number of circumambulations made
around the Kaaba in Islam. And are there not 7 rungs in the
mysterious Ladder of the Kadosh? There are 7 Dispensations,
and SEVEN is found no less than 735 times in the Bible. Let
us pause here and focus on this aspect since it will turn out
that it bears so directly on our investigation.
In the Book of Revelation the number 7 is used throughout.
There are 7 churches, 7 Spirits, the Lamb with 7 eyes, 7 horns,
7 vials, 7 candlesticks, 7 stars, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 personages, 7 dooms, and 7 new things. SEVEN is used 54 times in
the Book of Revelation. If you remember nothing from the preceding paragraphs, remember the paramount significance of
SEVEN throughout the Book of Revelation - it is without question the most revealing key to the overall symbolism of the
entire Camp. This subject will be treated more fully in Part VI.
Sancta Sanctis!
We've had our fill of assorted facts about the number 7. But
remember the caveat about seeking the correct esoteric interpretation for the given context. What is the esoteric meaning
of the SEVEN which is symbolized by our Heptagon in the
entire Camp? That is the question. We need to zoom in; our
reward will be ample.
To the Initiates of the Pythagorean school, SEVEN symbolized spiritual perfection. All of life revolved around this
number. BUT here is a revelation worthy of the proverbial drumroll: SEVEN was invested with these sacred attributes not because 7 was special in and of itself as an integer, but rather as
a composite number derived from the UNION of THREE and
FOUR. And herein lies a most sacred mystery, which the true
Adept steadfastly guards against intrusion of the profane. Now
might be a good time for the student to re-visit the esoteric
interpretations of the Triangle (THREE) and of the Square
(FOUR), also of the Cross (FOUR, but also FOUR+ONE).
Essentially, the process - whether you choose to further interpret it from an alchemical viewpoint or not is a separate

continued from front page
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7. Simply put, an eighth planet, whether known at the time or
not, would merely be classified as a higher form of expression
of the first planet in the series, an arrangement closely resembling that of musical notes and octaves - Plato refers to this
Divine harmony as the "music of the spheres". It is also noteworthy to point out that esoteric Rosicrucians have always
worked rituals "keyed" to the mystic number 7, and that
Rosicrucian burial "vaults" as well as their initiation chambers are traditionally laid out as regular Heptagons. Having
said all this, it is important to point out that it is true that only
7 planets are visible from Earth with the naked eye, and also to
note that the ancients included the Sun and the Moon - key
Masonic symbols - among these seven. It is also very important to keep in mind that there are, in fact, Scottish Rite Degrees - notably the 15th and the 27th - that do utilize the 7planet-only model as their core symbolism. Remember, context ultimately determines what the symbols are intended to
portray; try not to mistake the symbol itself for the thing symbolized.
Before we move on to discussing some deeper meanings of
the Heptagon, let us briefly re-visit the mysterious, ever-present,
even dare we say it, sacred number SEVEN. Why do so? Well,
for one, it would be terribly unfair to fail to acknowledge just
how prevalent and how important this number and its philosophical attributions have become to our world. Indeed, few
other numbers have attained as many functions across such a
broad spectrum of fields, including religion and metaphysics,
Astronomy and Astrology, Mathematics, Literature, Philosophy, etc. Furthermore, the number 7 is so ubiquitous throughout virtually all Masonic Rites along with their various appendant Orders, that this one little number's diverse symbolism
becomes critical to a thorough understanding of the deepest
secrets of Freemasonry in general, and of the Heptagon in the
Camp in particular.
Most of us have probably come across more than one application of this fascinating number in our daily lives. I don't just
mean the 7 days of the week, but yes, they are named after the
seven "planets" mentioned above, at least in their Latin form.
Back in Gym class as a kid I found myself wishing more than
once that there would be at least a small trophy given to those
who come in seventh in a race… And thinking back to those
ancient times when I was bringing up the rear guard in the
Mathematics Olympic Team, if someone would have asked me
what's so special about the number 7, I would have probably
replied: "Seven is the only number below 15 that cannot be
represented as a sum of the squares of three integers". Luckily
I did outgrow that phase… Speaking of luck, Seven has the
highest probability of turning up as a sum in a series of dice
throws. This occurs because Seven is the sum of any two opposite sides on a standard six-sided die. When rolling two such
dice, seven has a 6 in 36 (or 1/6th) probability of being rolled
(1-6, 6-1, 2-5, 5-2, 3-4, or 4-3), the greatest of any number.
But wait, there's more… .
There are seven days in Creation, seven graces, seven deadly
sins, seven divisions in the Lord's Prayer, seven ages in the
life of man, and the seventh son of a seventh son was held to

continued page 13
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subject - unites the sacred Earthly number FOUR with the perfect Divine number THREE, and produces no less than the
perfect number symbol for the unity and completeness of GOD,
the Earth crowned with Heaven, or the descent of the Divine
spark into Man. Remember the old Hermetic axiom: "As Above,
So Below"? It is no coincidence that the geometric representation of that axiom - the two interlaced equilateral triangles
with the point in the center, previously analyzed in Part III also expresses the same sacred SEVEN (2x3+1). It is, of course,
also not a coincidence that the geometric design of a Masonic
apron unites the THREE (the triangular flap) with the FOUR
(the square "bib" part) by superimposition of the 3 over the 4
once a certain Degree has been attained, and not before then.
Since the esoteric "union" of the THREE and of the FOUR
constitutes the Pythagorean right Triangle, the patient student
is thus treated to a further revelation as the SEVEN at once
becomes the synthetic symbol of the 3-4-5 Triangle itself. Herein
lies another powerful mystery connected with the hidden meaning of the sacred Tetragrammaton - we shall not enter into it
here.
It is very important to study the specific teachings regarding the number 7 which are contained in the 32nd Degree ritual
itself. Many Candidates may have missed these on Reunion
night, I know I did at the time. One reason for this is that most
of the references to the sacred Septenary are "hidden" in plain
sight, namely in the utterances of the "Backstage Voices" at a
certain point in the ritual. It is absolutely amazing to discover
the sheer wealth of esoteric symbolism so densely packed within
those few seemingly casual "lines". Yet they contain all that
one needs to confirm all of the above and more: "The Seven
are all of one Mind; One their Thought, one their Word, one
their Act. / The seven are four male and three female". Enough
said?
Actually, there is a lot more to be said. Perhaps too much.
Briefly, the idea of Unity is the key here, and it is powerfully
illustrated through one of the most beautiful and striking of all
Scottish Rite symbols: the Seven-Pointed Star, or Heptagram.
Incidentally, you will see in some texts the geometrical symbols presented here as either Heptagon or Septagon, and either
Heptagram or Septagram. The reason for this is that one version utilizes the Latin root for 7 (septua-) while the other employs the Greek root ("hepta-").
There are probably as many
"right" interpretations of the
Seven-Pointed Star in Scottish
Rite research as there are eager researchers. Remember my nagging
admonition about context? The
one clue that will help you find the
key to this beautiful Star is given
by the COLORS it is adorned with:
they are the SEVEN colors of the rainbow, as obtained from
ONE unitary beam of white light when refracted. Can you think
of a more appropriate symbol for the Unity of GOD as manifested on Earth? Furthermore, the Heptagram is actually obtained through the union of the diagonals of our Heptagon,
13

thereby providing us with one more clear indication of the integral role that this seven-sided figure has always played within
the Camp a whole.
One question remains, and it is a very important one. We
alluded to it briefly at the start of this little journey. Why is the
Heptagon "bare" - no Tents or Standards? Some of the above
does hint at an answer (having to do with the idea of un-differentiated Unity and Purity), but it is not the answer. Then there's
the very interesting observation that, unlike all of the other
polygons of the Camp, the Heptagon's 7 does not divide the
Circle's 360 degrees into whole integers. There's also the observation that our Heptagon cannot be constructed by Compass and straightedge alone, as we have said. These are all
correct, but they are not sufficient.
There is yet one more layer of symbolism and mystery to be
unveiled here. It directly relates to the overall design of the
entire Camp when viewed as a whole. I know I promised that
Part VI will deal with this intricate subject, but I feel that I
should include at least a hint of that material here in order to
conclude a thorough treatment of the Heptagon. I'll come
straight to the point. The Heptagon is "bare" because it symbolically represents the ephemeral, un-manifested Seven Spir-

its before the Throne. The surprise here is that the Kabbalahbased esoteric teaching which explains this design is not contained within the 14th Degree, but rather in the 17th Degree,
and the Jewel of the Degree itself is proof positive.
Esoteric Kabbalah teaches, as part of the concept of "emanations", that the third emanation, Binah, or third Sephiroth
which issued from GOD contained within itself the SEVEN
un-manifested further emanations, as yet un-differentiated. We
shall leave it at that for now, but this much I think I can safely
promise to the diligent student: study carefully all aspects of
the jewels of the 17th Degree in light of both the Kabbalah
and of the Book of Revelation as alluded to above - the SEVEN
Seals is a good place to start. You will surely gain so much
additional knowledge about the Heptagon of the 32nd Degree
Camp and of its true hidden meaning and purpose as to make
everything I have scribbled here look like a sophomoric little
Preface to a timeless masterpiece.
Salve Frater!
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:
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Monroe Valley News-Master Mason of the Year:

ward to January 23 for our state-wide Scottish Rite Leadership
Certification Conference to be held in Lake Charles. This Conference is always very well-attended and manages to generate
not only great excitement and many new ideas, but actual practical leadership training and results year after year. Chaired by
our S. G. I. G. Ill. Bro. William Mollere 33º, the Certification
Conference has always been the source of some of each year's
most successful membership development initiatives, and has
become an indispensable training ground and tool kit for the
newly-installed Valley Officers.
The Valley of New Orleans will once again be prominent
on the national Masonic scene this spring. Indeed, our Valley
has been singularly honored by being selected to host this year's
only Scottish Rite National Leadership Conference on April
16 and 17. This world-class event is held under the auspices of
the Supreme Council and will bring together both national and
local Masonic leaders and scholars for a truly unprecedented
exchange of ideas that WORK. As you can imagine, our Valley's
Officers and Advisory Council have already been at work for
several months organizing and coordinating the many planning aspects of this multi-faceted event to make sure that all of
us simply shine. A special feature of this conference will be the
gathering of Scottish Rite Fellows - young, very active members who have a burning passion for the Rite and who pledge
to spear-head at least one new initiative learned at the Conference. Our Valley has had two such Fellows since the Program's
inception and is now proudly looking forward to the unique
opportunity of again nominating at least one from among its
bright and talented members. We all look forward to providing
a warm and cordial New Orleans-style welcome to our Scottish
Rite Brothers from all across the country for this one-of-a-kind
gathering. "Y'all come over now, ya hear?!" We are ready.

basis. Brother Pete Cobb, P.M. of Cadeville Lodge #229 F&AM
was the first honoree. This seemed to set the standard for those
selected because Brother Pete Cobb was a tireless worker in
Blue Lodge Masonry.
On the 27th of February, 2010, the tradition will be continued when the Master Mason of the year will be honored. This
meeting is attended by the Grand Master of Masons of Louisiana with his Grand Family in attendance. The Grand Master
himself will present the Plaque to the selected Brother. This is
an open meeting and families are urged to attend.

Remembrance and Renewal
This year, our beautiful ceremony of Remembrance and
Renewal will be held on April 1st, at the regular meeting time
of 6:00 P.M. Some of our older members hesitate at the mention of Remembrance and Renewal and wonder what happened
to Maundy Thursday. Actually the spirit and interest of the
two special services (Maundy Thursday and Remembrance and
Renewal) fulfill the same purpose. At this solemn ceremony,
we are reminded of the loss of those members who have gone
on to the "Celestial Lodge Above, That City Not Made With
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens". At the "Relighting of the
Lights", we are reminded of the obligations we have taken,
from which we can rededicate our lives in that search for more
Masonic Light thereby Renewing our vows and oujr determination to become even better than ourselves.

Gumbo Sale

Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies has been blessed in that
the members have always been willing to pitch in both financially and physically to assist in each of the two fund raisers
we have each year! It is that time again! When February rolls
around, it is time for the membership to get together with the
"Best Kitchen Crew" in the state to turn out the Annual Gumbo
Sale. The Secretary prepares the tickets and the Venerable
Master, Ill: Joseph H. Baker, 33°, PGM will be writing a letter
to the Membership reminding them of this very important function. Watch for it and save that time on your busy calendar so
that you can come to the Temple and join the good fellowship
that endures throughout the preparation and dispensation of
this excellent Gumbo.

THE FINALWORD

Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33°

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Leaders - Made or Born”
Masonry needs better Leadership! How often have you heard
that? Over and over, we hear "We suffer from a lack of Leadership" and, "What Masonry needs today are real Leaders" too often heard at any gathering. Yet saying it does not solve
the problem. Then we come to the question of "how do we find
continued page 15
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important areas to improve, discuss and follow-up with those
around them on any projects undertaken, and listens to ideas
that can improve activities, and then again follows up. Another expert, Roger Segelken, a Cornell University Management Professor, has written that everyone is born with the potential to Lead, but Leadership traits require effort and experience to develop, learning strengths and weaknesses, learning
what one's limits are, and embracing both strengths and liabilities - real Leaders, he says, seek help from others, delegate responsibilities, follow-up and guide a project. Dr.
Segelken uses the "E" words in Leadership - Energizing, Enthusiasm, Experience, Empowering others, and Ethics - developing a moral code to Lead and to live by.
Louisiana Scottish Rite has attempted over the last fifteen
years to offer the elected Officers in each Valley a Leadership
Training and Certification Workshop - bringing in experts in
various areas of Masonry and Scottish Rite who know what it
takes to Lead. Your Valley has just had its top officers for
2010 attend such a Workshop in Lake Charles. Every year, we
hold this Workshop. Every year, we bring in outside experts.
Every year, we all hope to share information that will give
your elected Officers an edge on being Leaders in your Valley
for the year, and to inspire your Officers to Lead better. This
year, Dean Alban and Stan Dodd from our Headquarters Office
in Washington, DC, and Greg Klemm, the Executive Secretary
for the Valley of Chicago, were our outside experts. Dean and
Stan brought the challenge of "No Brother Left Uncalled". Greg
has visited several times and always challenged everyone to
"think outside the box!" So we gathered for a Friday evening
and a full-day Saturday and had our own local experts and our
visiting experts, and we had our elected Leaders - now will
your Leaders use what was offered to them and Lead? Every
year, we hope for the best possible. Whether your new Leaders
are made or born, you have elected and installed them as your
Leaders for 2010 - and they have been given information to
assist them in Leading better, more effectively, and to give you
the best they have to Lead you, your Valley, and our beloved
Craft - Freemasonry.
Scottish Rite Masons in Louisiana and in our five Valleys
await these Leaders who will Lead. Scottish Rite has tried to
furnish a new group of trained and certified Leaders - let us
hope that 2010 will be the best year ever for you, for Masonry
and for Scottish Rite - Happy New Year. Thank you for continuing to Lead by being a Scottish Rite Mason.

continued from page 14
The Final Word: Leaders - Made or Born

good Leaders?" Hitler, Stalin, and any number of other notorious 20th Century figures, in our memory, have been Leaders
- but they were not "good" Leaders, as we define good. But
everyone knows that Masonry needs good Leadership. Can a
good Leader inspire and lead and direct? Can a good Leader
know how to delegate to others and then train others who follow? Some think they are Leaders, but are they? Does inspiring, directing, delegating, training define good Leadership?
Can they manage - are they a manager of people?
Experts are divided on the subject of Leaders - some say
that Leaders are born - they say those born Leaders have the
DNA, genes, heritage, passed down from their parents - they
are "born leaders". Masonry is certainly blessed with any number of "Type A" personalities - those self-assured people who
take the lead, those who have imposing, positive personalities;
they are always right and always have an answer (sometimes
without any question being asked); but are they really Leaders? There are those who run and campaign for elected positions in our Masonic organizations and then serve their term
and enjoy becoming a "Past Leader". Some have said that certain people even run for that "Past" title, not really wanting to
be the Leader, just enjoying the position for the time being and
collecting a listings of "Past" - we may all know some? So are
certain people really "born leaders"? Do they surface and rise
to the top and lead? People of privilege and wealth sometimes
have an edge on being called Leaders and receive levels of
respect from others due to their family connections or office or
ability to give and be generous with their wealth - they are
looked to as Leaders in the community, in circles of government, even in churches. But do they Lead? Or do others just
follow them - some wanting to be close to influence, power
and money - and then others start to call those people Leaders?
Colin Powell, the retired four-star general who served as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and then as President Bush's Secretary of State in 2001-04, states that effective Leaders are made,
not born. Powell has been in Leadership positions for many
years - leading our Armed Forces over a 35-year military career, and now serving as chairman of the Eisenhower Fellowship Program that selects and brings together Leaders for networking and collaborative projects worldwide. Gen. Powell said
that "leadership is about people…and getting the most out of
people." Further, he says the it is about conveying a sense of
purpose in a selfless manner, creating conditions of trust while
displaying moral courage - having a sense of optimism. He
goes on to say that the best Leaders can communicate upward
the desires of their subordinates, fight for what is needed to
take care of others' needs. True Leaders learn by trial and
error, and from experience. The General says that a true Leader
puts failure behind him, learns from that experience and moves
forward. Another expert on Leadership, Marshall Goldsmith,
who is the author of a wonderful book on Leadership, "What
Got You Here Won't Get You There", states that Leadership is
best defined as working with and through others to achieve
objections - achievement requires the support of others who
look to the Leader to guide. Leaders participate in on-going
development programs, receive feedback from everyone, select
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Did You Know?
WHEN DOES THE SUPREME
COUNCIL MEET?

New Revised Article V, Section 1
(Ammended 2009)
The Supreme Council shall meet in
regular session biennially between the
FIRST day of the month of August and
the 15th day of October in each odd
year, as specified by the Sovereign
Grand Commander and in special session as provided in Section 2 of this
Article.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members and enhance the communities in
which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and Truth while actively
embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God, family and
country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

