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The Lesser Tetractys
The Monad

by
J. Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH
We may entertain the notion that the five numbers of 1, 2, 3, 4 &
10 represent the Supernal or Foundation numbers used to bring life
to the process of Emanation and Creation, because all numbers are
contained within its calculations. We may also entertain the notion
that the other five numbers of 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 are the numbers veiled
in the Worlds of Emanation and Creation, but are revealed in the
World of Formation and utilized as steps in the World of Action in
order to obtain the “fountain of eternal nature” – the number “10.”
The first number of the second set (which is 5) is half of the last
number of the first set (which is 10). The number “5” can be seen as
being symbolic of man made up of the four elementals along with
the ether, or can represent man by the five senses; either way, in
this particular view we will associate the number 5 with man. The
number “5” is the beginning of our work, which is a Great Work.
The number “10” is symbolic of being “fully accomplished” (The
Collectanea Hermaetica – Westcott) or a new and higher beginning
by retrograding back to the Monad in order to advance. Therefore,
by uniting the four numbers that are present before the number
“5” with the four numbers present after the number “5” through
the World of Action, we are brought to full accomplishment (for
instance, 4+6=10; 3+7=10; 2+8=10; & 1+9=10), and are made
whole by the “fountain of eternal nature.” Thus, one set of numbers
would represent the feminine and the other set masculine, or left
and right, or black and white, etc…Ultimately, we must contend
with both sides of the spectrum to bring them together into perfect
calculation with each other – as much as is possible.
All things come from the One.
“I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace, and created
evil; I the LORD do all these things.” Isaiah 45:7
At its apex, or the first row from the top, we start with a single
point. This single point is understood to represent Unity or the Singularity of Deity, and that all things come from this Single Source.
This is expressed in the symbol of the Monad, and is associated
with the World of Emanation – which is of no dimension. However,
Emanation doesn’t just appear of itself, it is an expression of an incomprehensible and ineffable existence which is Infinite Light that
chooses to be revealed. But, as Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” suggests, when a long time in darkness one must be exposed to the light
gradually; otherwise, the light can be as blinding as the darkness.
In order for the Infinite Light to be manifest in the lower worlds,
it must be done so through a series of stages designed to photodegrade only a portion of the existing Limitless Light in order to

Editor’s Note: This begins a four part series on the tetractys or tetrad, a triangular figure consisting of ten points arranged in four rows: one, two, three, and
four points in each row, which is the geometrical representation of the fourth
triangular number.

“Theon of Smyrna declares that the ten dots, or tetractys of
Pythagoras, was a symbol of the greatest importance, for to the
discerning mind it revealed the mystery of universal nature. The
Pythagoreans bound themselves by the following oath: “By Him
who gave to our soul the tetractys, which hath the fountain and
root of ever-springing nature.” (The Secret Teachings of All Ages
– Manly P. Hall).
“By connecting the ten dots of the tetractys, nine triangles are
formed. Six of these are involved
in the forming of the cube. The
same triangles, when lines are
properly drawn between them,
also reveal the six-pointed star
with a dot in the center. Only
seven dots are used in forming
the cube and the star. Kabbalistically, the three unused corner dots
represent the threefold, invisible
causal nature of the universe, while the seven dots involved in the
cube and the star are the Elohim – the Spirits of the seven creative
periods. The Sabbath, or seventh day, is the central dot.” (The
Secret Teachings of All Ages – Manly P. Hall).
While its points may be symbolic of the 10 emanations of the
Deity found within the symbol of the Tree of Life used in Kabbalah,
its 4 rows are symbolic of the 4 worlds of Emanation, Creation,
Formation & Action – which contain the dimensions associated with
them. It is also important to point out the presence of numerology
within the symbol.
Brother Albert Pike thought so highly of this symbol, that in
his 18° Lecture he encouraged all Scottish Rite Masons to study its
meaning prior to advancing from the Chapter Rose Croix. Brother
Pike valued the reverence that the Pythagoreans placed upon this
symbol, and it is likely that Freemasonry has incorporated this
symbol into our Degrees due to its lineage and depth.
Now according to Westcott’s “The Collectanea Hermaetica”,
the number “4” is said to be known by the Pythagoreans as “the
greatest miracle” and the number “10” is considered to be the “fountain of eternal nature.” It is explained that when adding the first four
numbers together the calculation is “10”; for instance, 1+2+3+4=10.
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The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I, II
or III and have received or should shortly
receive their certificates and lapel pins.

February - March 2018

Rite Care Eligibility

As a rule, the five Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Clinics accept preschool
children who have difficulty speaking or understanding the spoken word or school-age
children who have difficulty learning to read.
Inquiries on age groups and program
offerings in specific areas should be addressed to the director of the local Scottish
Rite facility. Equally important, all services
are available regardless of race, creed, or the
family’s inability to pay.

Shreveport
W. Glen Girard - Level I
Mark V. Edmonson - Level II
John A. Fox - Level I
New Orleans
Mason R. Spong - Level I

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
James E. Wingate, 33°
Valley of New Orleans:
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
Valley of Shreveport:
Troy J. Jones, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Gerald H. Houston, 33°
Valley of Monroe:
Wilson O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH

Calendar of Events

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Warren A. Hintz, Jr. 33°

Assistant Personal Representative for New Orleans

Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° G.C. PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33° G.C.
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

James E. “Buddy” Pearce, Sr., 32° KCCH
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Will P. Gray, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
Ill. Guy A. Jenkins, 33°
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.louisiana-sr.org

Jurisdiction Supreme Council

The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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Supreme Council
Regional Workshops
Seattle
March 23-24
Omaha
April 6-7
Atlanta
April 20-21
Celebrating The Craft
May 20
Knights of St. Andrew International
Waco, TX
July 20-22
RiteCare® Conference
August 8-10
Los Angeles, CA.
Orient
Conference of the Orient
April 28
New Orleans
Conference of the Orient
November 9
Alexandria
Homecoming
November 10
Alexandria
Grand Lodge
Quarterly Meetings
April 21
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

Reunions

TBD
March 10
August 11-12
April 14-15
September 8-9
TBD
April 14
October 27
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana-Monroe
LeaAnn Cannon
Caley Stone
Madison Caldwell
Southeastern LA University
Mary Bruno
Michelle Cohen
Louisiana State University-Shreveport
Grace McGill
Courtney Davis

2017-2018 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
William V. King, 33°
James E. Wingate, 33°
E. Louis McGee, 33°

Ex-Officio Officers

Chairman of the Board :
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

Elected Members

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jimmie Dean Dunkin
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Robert C. Joyner
Martin J. Reinschmidt
D. Randall Terrell

Appointed Members

Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr. Joseph S. Monaghan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.

Investment Committee

Woody D. Bilyeu - Chairman
Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Charles H. Penn, III
Martin J. Reinschmidt Ion Lazar
Ballard L. Smith
H. Edward Durham

Speech Scholarship Committee

Richard B. Smith - Chairman
Joe A. Stroud
L. George Stenzel
Max P. Adame
Gregory L. Bruce
George J. Lupo, Jr.
Edward A. Reine, Sr.
Gary L. Gribble
John D. Autry, Sr.

Engineering Scholarship Committee
Richard B. Smith-Chairman
Neil R. Crain
Ralph H. Owens
E. Louis McGee
Charles D. Smith

Wills and Legacies

Travis M. Holley
Patrick C. Kelly

W. James Hill, III
Ralph T. Rabalais

Year End Review

The Louisiana Rite Care Program is
affiliated with five of our higher learning
institutions located throughout the state,
also incorporating two satellite locations
where children are seen by private Speech
Therapist. An average of 10 children per
semester are assisted at each clinic.
LSU Shreveport, La Clinic director is
Julie Smith M.A.; CCC-SLP the clinic coordinator is John Douglas Autry 33º. During
the 2016/2017 biennium twelve scholarships
were awarded to graduate students pursuing
their Master of Communication Disorder
Degree. There were 960 therapy hours for
children in the Shreveport Clinic located at
the Scottish Rite Facility at 725 Cotton St.
Shreveport, La. and at the satellite locations.
ULM Monroe, La Clinic Director is
Ann Marie Sisk CCC-SLP; the clinic coordinator is Will Cook 32º KCCH. Eighteen
scholarships were awarded to graduate
students pursuing their Master of Communication disorder Degree in the 2016/2017
biennium. There were 840 therapy hours for
children in the Monroe Clinic located at 205
University Ave. Monroe, La. 71230
SLU Hammond, La Clinic director is
Amy Adams MA, L-SLP, CCC; the clinic
coordinator is George Lupo 32º KCCH.
During the 2016/2017 biennium twelve
scholarships were awarded to graduate
students pursuing their Master of Communication Disorder Degree. There were 800
therapy hours for children in the Hammond
Clinic located at 500 Western Avenue, Hammond, La. 70402.
ULL Lafayette, La Clinic Director is Dr.
Julie Andries, PhD. L-SLP, CCC the clinic
coordinator is Ricky Venable 32º KCCH.
During the 2016/2017 biennium twelve
scholarships were awarded to graduate
students pursuing their Master of Communication Disorder Degree. There were 800
testing and therapy hours for children in the
Lafayette clinic located at the University of
Lafayette whose physical address is 104 E.
University Avenue, Lafayette, La. 70504.
LSU Baton Rouge, La Clinic Director
is Veronica Walker. M.A., L-SLP, CCC the
clinic coordinator is Jim Wingate 33º. During the 2016/2017 biennium twelve scholarships were awarded to graduate students
pursuing their Master of Communication
Disorder Degree. There were 980 testing
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and therapy hours for children in the Baton
Rouge Clinic located at the Baton Rouge
Scottish Rite 14598 Florida Blvd. Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70819.
The funding for these clinics is through
ongoing public and private donations. The
Louisiana Foundation is a $3.2 million
endowment from which these operational
expenses are generated from investments,
donations and $1 per year from Dues of
every Scottish Rite Mason. An active Board
and an active Investment Committee are
involved in activities.
Fraternally yours,
Gary L. Gribble, 33° Executive Director
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation

From The President

Your Foundation has exceeded its goals
and continues to provide a premier service
through our Centers. The one area which
the Foundation showed a decline was in
the fund raising and contribution area of
our responsibilities. It is imperative we
take additional steps to insure the financial
soundness of our programs. The Investment
Committee has done an outstanding job
managing our funds, but we must increase
the inflow of new funds for our programs to
survive and expand. Several new efforts are
under way to increase our capabilities and
we will introduce these efforts to you in the
next few months. We must not forget that the
Foundation is a 501(C)3 charitable institution and all donations are tax deductible.
Please remember the Foundation when you
plan your charitable giving for any occasion.
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation administers our charities and it is our
ultimate responsibility to insure the integrity
and success of the Programs.
Fraternally yours,
S. Bruce Easterly, 33° President
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
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and may change depending on the day. Now, we can all agree that
0°F is cold and 1000°F is hot, so there is no argument when looking
at the extremes; but it is somewhere in the middle where we come
undone by the mysteries of nature.
Some would ask at what point does hate become love, or good
become evil – or vice/versa? This question appears to be blasphemous at first glance, until you compare the commandment not to kill
(Exodus 20:13) with the command to kill in (I Samuel 15:3); others
would argue that war is different than murder – but both acts are
ultimately responsible for taking life. This is the complexity of the
“unequally cut thousand pieces.” It is easy to address the opposing
sides of Polarity when comparing its greater or equal extremes, but
it is somewhere in the lesser extremes we find confusion between
good and evil; this is why we have the law of the land or lower law,
because we are in the lesser extremes and are only able to contend
with a very small portion of Light.
We would like to think that the law determines what is good and
what is evil, but the law (which is necessary in the lesser extremes)
is merely a feeble attempt to somewhat control “cause & effect”
in order to form and perpetuate a much needed social order, and is
able to slide from one side of the spectrum to another depending on
which way one’s particular society is leaning; what is illegal today
may become legal 10 years down the road, or vice/versa – the lower
law is moveable.
Now if we measure ourselves by the lower law alone we will
be crushed by its volatility; and as we are capable of conceiving a
larger portion of light, it becomes increasingly difficult to find Peace
by relying upon the lower law alone. The lower law is designed to
address the “cause & effect” of polarity within a measured scope
drawn out by a particular society – and by man’s understanding &
wisdom alone perpetuates division; while The Higher Law brings
the Polarities into Union & Harmony within the Singular.
What truly determines what is good or evil are our intentions
and actions measured by The Higher Law; and because we lack the
Union of Understanding & Wisdom, we remain divided, weakened
and confused around our own intensions as well as the intentions of
others; and our actions become engulfed within the perceived chaos
of polarities. We cannot reconcile all of this because reconciliation
is found within the Singularity and has no understood or perceived
dimension, so we cannot conceive of it within the realm of lower
dimensions alone.
Creation is the first manifestation of Emanation, and Holy
Scripture teaches us that all things come from the Creator – a Single
Source. Now, Creation is manifest through dimensions, which leads
us to the second row on the Lesser Tetractys, which contains Two
Points and represents the 1st Dimension.

continued from front page The Lesser Tetractys - The Monad:

make room for a Void or Vacuum by which the lower worlds may
be expressed. The Monad is the first photodegraded portion of the
Infinite Light’s unity; and all Four Worlds are contained within it
and will be delivered from within it. Each point going forward will
be a photodegraded portion (or shadow) of the single point that
is manifest within the Circumscribed Circle, and all points are a
shadow of the Circumscribed Circle. Ultimately, the Lesser Tetractys
will gradually be formed within the circumscribed boundary of the
Monad – with our Sabbath ultimately reflecting the Monad in the
form of a monad.
This portion of Light was restricted by the Deity through a process known by Kabbalists as TZIMTZUM (The Tree of Life Vol.
I The Palace of Adam Kadmon – Chayyim Vital – Chapters 1-3).
These stages are further delivered within the Void through the 4
Worlds of Emanation, Creation, Formation & Action. Action is the
end result of Emanation and is intended to be the “Crown of Glory”
once it is intimate with the other Worlds and becomes perfected.
This Single Source, or Infinite Light, is veiled from us in our
current state because we are bound by a disturbed duality that
contains “continuous static” – or perceived chaos. It is our Work
to know, understand and balance our polarities with understanding
& wisdom, but at times we are fooled to believe that our Work is
to destroy evil in order to exalt the good. But our passions, if not
circumscribed as proportionately as is the Monad, will often blind
us from our own evil intentions when we strive to exalt our perception of what is good.
Since all is from the Single Source, attempting to destroy evil
will perpetuate perceived chaos because both good & evil are created
by the Deity – the Single Source. So, evil & good can neither be created nor destroyed accept by the Creator who created them; by man,
they can only be used as a destructive force when misunderstood,
or a constructive force when Understanding & Wisdom are applied.
Prior to the expression of the lower worlds, the extreme polarities worked together in Unity with the perfected Wisdom & Understanding of the Deity to produce and perpetuate Infinite Light;
but in order to reveal how Infinite Light is made, they must be
separated to produce a void or vacuum by which Emanation could
be expressed through Creation. Now, everything that ever has,
does or could exist is made common in nature toward each other
through the Harmony and Union found within the perfect Wisdom
& Understanding of the Deity.
In the Upper Realm of Infinite Light, the Singularity of Deity is
found within the Harmonious Work of the two equal parts of Wisdom
& Understanding in Perfect Union; duality in the lower realm is as
if it were cut into a thousand pieces clothed with inequality, and
it is impossible to reconcile and calculate them outside the Holy
Matrimony of Wisdom & Understanding. Outside the Matrimony,
their nature is veiled within the complexities that exist within the
void or vacuum, which causes them to appear to be of separate
natures – but they are ultimately of the same nature and are able
to be united, and will be corrected as such when the Glory of the
Crown is complete.
As alluded to in the Kybalion, in this lower realm, only things of
the same nature can be changed or converted. For instance, hot will
never convert to west, but it may convert to cold. So, at what point on
a thermometer does hot become cold? Well, it really depends upon
each individual’s endurance, and everyone’s endurance is different

This concludes part I of IV.
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Fraternally yours,
Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2018 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

K. Joseph Kueck. 32° KCCH
Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32° KCCH
Freddie J. Touchet, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Dave H. Krasner, 32° KCCH
Nelson J. Ardoin 32°
Charles R. Smith, 32° KCCH

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
433 Metairie Road - Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70005
Sect’y: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°
Tel: (504) 835-3780
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2018 Membership Fees are due!
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
7:30 PM
6209 3rd Street Harahan, LA 70123
(Louisiana Lodge #102)

Wednesday, February 7th
Valentines Day Program

Wednesday, March 7th
KCCH Investiture

Wednesday, April 4th

Service of Remembrance Program

Tuesday, April 24th

Advisory Conference - 5pm

Wednesday, May 2nd
Business Meeting

Wednesday, June 6th
Business Meeting

Wednesday, July 4th - Office Closed
No meeting - enjoy your 4th of July!

Tuesday, July 24th

Advisory Conference - 5pm

Wednesday, August 1st
Business Meeting

Wednesday, September 5th
Business Meeting

Wednesday, October 3rd
Feast of Tishri
Tuesday, October 23rd
Advisory Conference - 5pm

Wednesday, November 7th

Nomination and Election of Officers

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stephen M. Bryant, 32°
Ion Lazar 33°
Stuart M. Smith 32°

will be able to share with our ladies. I hope
that we will get to see those members who
were once regular attendees at our meeting
but for some reason have chosen to stay
away, come back in 2018. Remember this
is your Scottish Rite Valley, and if you don’t
participate in its activities you have no one
to blame but yourself.
Fraternally yours,
Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III 33°
Personal Representative

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Adam G. Krolikowski, 32°
Prior:		
John C. Miller, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Charles R. Bertrand, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 33°

Personally Speaking

Now that the Christmas and New Year
holidays are behind us, and the Carnival
Season will be with us until February 13th,
maybe we can settle down and get to those
New Year’s resolution that we made. Okay,
who am I kidding, we know those resolutions were all broken before the end of
January.
Looking at the agenda for the coming
months, it appears that March and April
will keep those members that are part of the
degree teams on their toes. I know that the
KCCH Investiture team will do a great job
again in March and I am looking forward
to see what degree our Director of Work
will have his team exemplify at the Orient
Homecoming in April. Also at our April
meeting we will honor those members that
have been called from their earthly abodes
to the house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens
I cannot forget that we will hold our
annual Valentine Day meeting on the night
of February 7th when our Venerable Master
honors the ladies in attendance with a small
token of our affection for them.
I have spoken with our Venerable Master and Director of Work and we will work
some educational programs into our meetings. Some of these programs will need
to be held in a tyled meeting and some we
5

Venerable Master’s Message

I hope that everyone has recovered from
the recent holidays and so far, you have not
consumed too much King Cake.
It is my plan for the coming year to be
one that includes some educational programs
and some guest speakers from some of the
other Social and or Fraternal Groups that
I feel we should be able to work with. I
am working to make arrangements to have
guest speaker from the Deutsches Haus to
come tell us what they are about. Many of
you may not know it, but there were and
still are a great number of members of the
Masonic fraternity who are also members of
the Deutsches Haus. In fact, a great number
of the founding members of the Haus were
members of Germania Lodge #46 located
in New Orleans.
There are other guest speakers that I am
working on, but at this time cannot reveal
who they are for various reasons.
Come out to a meeting on the first
Wednesday of the month and see what we
have to offer. Any of our open meetings
will be a god time for you to invite a brother
who might be interested in joining the Scottish Rite.
Fraternally,
Klause “Joe” Kueck, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master

continued page 10

In Memoriam
Charles W. Ferguson
John S. Moore
Arthur C. Pretlove
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
From The Secretary’ Desk

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple

725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
accepts MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, February 13th

8th and 12th Degree Presentation 6:00 PM

Spring Reunion
Tuesday, March 13th

March 10th

Candidate Appreciation Dinner

6:00 PM

Tuesday, March 27th

Service of Remembrance Program 6:00 PM

Tuesday, April 10th

19th and 20th Degree Presentation 6:00 PM

Tuesday, May 8th

21st and 24th Degree Presentation 6:00 PM

Tuesday, June 12th

26th Degree Presentation

6:00 PM

Tuesday, July 10th

28th Degree Presentation

6:00 PM

Summer Reunion
Tuesday, August 14th

August 11-12

Candidate Appreciation Dinner

Tuesday, September 11th
Feast of Tishri

Tuesday, October 9th

29th Degree Presentation

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

The KCCH Club meets during the January,
April, July & October at 5:30 pm.

There are twenty-five Valley members
who won’t receive a copy of this publication.
These Scottish Rite Masons have determined, for whatever reasons, that continued
membership holds no importance and were
suspended non-payment of dues in January.
An additional five members requested and
were granted demits during 2017. Sadly, we
lost thirty-nine members from this earthly
realm as they were summoned home by The
Great Architect. This is a loss of 69 brothers and friends. Although the departure of
these members is significant from a personal
standpoint, it must be said that the financial
loss to the Valley is tremendous.
We are all proud of our magnificentbuilding that was completed in 1917 and
celebrated its 100th anniversary last year.
It is a source of pride for the membership.
Those who visit are in awe of its beauty.
However, to maintain the building requires
a tremendous amount of revenue. The Valley
is truly blessed with having many dedicated
members who volunteer their time and personal finances to assist with maintenance. If
it were not for their generosity, many of the
tasks, involving repairs and maintenance,
would be left undone.
Although much of what has been mentioned is dire news, there are many more
positive areas that need mention. Not to
detract from the other Chapters, but our
Knights of St. Andrew Chapter is the premier group of dedicated Scottish Rite Masons. They not only assist in every station at
Shreveport, but willingly travel to the other
Valleys to confer the 29th Degree. They are
highly visible at every function. Our KCCH
Club performs the Rose Upon The Altar play
at lodges in the District, bringing more light
to the area.
Our Degree Teams continue to bring a
meaningful theatrical performance at each
reunion. The Stage, Lighting, Sound, Wardrobe Committees provide the support to
make the reunions successful. We can take
pride in the number of degrees presented
during our two day reunions, as well as those
presented at our regular meetings.
Our new Honor Men bring a renewed
6

2018 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Christopher E. Cannon, 32°
John F. Knox, Jr., 32° KCCH
John C. Sharlow, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth M. Hamm, 32° KCCH
Albert G. Simms, Jr., 32°
Troy J. Jones, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David L. Culligan 32° KCCH
Bradley T. Smith, 32°
John R. Cunningham, 32°

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
J. David Maxey, Sr., 32°
Prior:		
Stephen C. Caskey, 32°
Preceptor:
Charles R. Smith, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°

2018 Knights of St. Andrew

Knight Commander:
Knight Warder:
Knight Captain:
Knight Recorder:

Albert G. Simms, Jr.
J. David Maxey, Sr.
Bradley T. Smith
Christopher E. Cannon

vitality as they proudly wear their caps and
assume the responsibilities of their rank.
There is much to be thankful for. Let’s
continue to fulfill, build and provide. Thank
you for continuing to be a Shreveport Valley
Scottish Rite Mason.

Fraternally yours,
Gary L. Gribble, 33°
General Secretary

In Memoriam
Burl J. Blanchard
Forrest A. Davis
James M. Deal
Thomas R. Dyar
Joe D. Greene
David R. Moore
Clyde Strout
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Frank M. Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2018 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, February 21st
Order of the Eastern Star program

Wednesday, March 27th
Rose Croix Program

Thursday, March 29th

Service of Remembrance Program

Spring Reunion
Wednesday, April 17th

April 14-15

Mothers Day Program

Wednesday, May 16th
Feast of the Consistory

Wednesday, June 20th

Education and Recruitment Program

Wednesday, July 18th

University of Freemasonry Program

Wednesday, August 15th

On The Road - Abe Hinson Lodge #472
Alexandria

Fall Reunion
September 8-9
Wednesday, September 19th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, October 17th
Master Craftsman Program

Wednesday, November 21st
Thanksgiving Program

Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

“Tempus Fugate – time flies” After eight
years of faithful service to the fraternity, Illustrious Brother D. Blake Ford, 33° IGH,
retired as General Secretary on December
31, 2017 and joins Illustrious Brother
Charles G. Callahan, 33° IGH as a Secretary
Emeritus. Our new General Secretary of the
Valley of Lake Charles is Brother Frank M.
“Dickie” Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH. Brother Bult
is Past Master and Past Secretary of Lake
Charles Lodge #165. He has been a Master
Mason for 48 years. Brother Bult is active
in the Scottish Rite degree work, reunion
kitchen crew, and has served in the Divan
at Habibi Shrine Center. Please welcome
Brother Bult by calling him at the Scottish
Rite office (337) 436-1676 or e-mail at:
lcscottishritebodies@yhoo.com.
February is a month with several holidays. Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) will be
Tuesday, February 13, 2018. That means Ash
Wednesday will be on February 14, 2018,
which is also Valentine’s Day. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a time of
fasting and prayer in preparation of Easter.
Saint Valentine’s Day is an observance of
love and affection. Presidents’ Day will be
observed in Louisiana on Monday, February
19, 2018. This is a “bank and post office”
holiday that jointly observes the birthdays
of two of the most revered Presidents of the
United States: Abraham Lincoln (February
12, 1809) and George Washington (February
22, 1732). Brother Washington is likewise
revered as an active and prominent Mason
in his time.
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 will
be the stated communication for the Lake
Charles Scottish Rite Bodies. Brother Oscar
Abshire, 32° KCCH, and Past Grand Worthy
Patron of the Order of Eastern Star in the
State of Louisiana will bring a program on
the Order of Eastern Star. Brother Abshire’s
message will also remind us as Masons
that we should always respect, esteem and
admire our ladies. The February Back Door
Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m., Friday, February
23, at the Lake Charles Masonic Temple.
March will be a busy month for the
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies. At
the stated communication on March 21,
7

2018 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH
Elton J. Blanchard, 32° KCCH
Oscar Abshire, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jeffery S. Haley, 32°
Clyde C. Fletcher 32°
John W. Derby, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
Harry C. Northrop, III, 33°
1st Lt. Commander: George A. Wilkinson, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
William W. Bailey, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Max P. Adame, 32°
Terrell D. Fowler, 33°
Errol B. Cheramie. 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Frank M. “Dickie” Bult, Jr., 32° KCCH

Brothers Quincy Gotte, 32° KCCH, and
Joe Vincent 32°, will present a program on
the Chapter Rose Croix. This program will
better explain the meaning and reason for the
Ceremony of Remembrance which will be
held at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 29. The
March Back Door Lunch will be at 11:30
a.m., Friday, March 30, at the Lake Charles
Masonic Temple.
Looking forward, please mark your
calendars for Saturday and Sunday, April 14
and 15, 2018 for the Spring Reunion. Please
encourage all of your brother Master Masons
to become Scottish Rite Masons by filing
out a petition and taking the Scottish Rite
degrees at this reunion. Our goal is at least
ten new Scottish Rite Masons in the Spring
Reunion. Help us reach that goal.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33° G.C.
Personal Representative

In Memoriam

Donald R. Williams

February - March 2018

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: James E. Wingate, 33°
Tel: 225-953-8556
Email: BRScottishRite@att.net

2018 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
DUE AND PAYABLE!!!
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, February 12th

Valentines Day Program
Master Craftsman and SRRS presentation

Monday, March 12th
Observance of Lent

Saturday, March 31st

Easter Egg Hunt 10am-2pm
Joint Scottish Rite/York Rite Easter Program

Monday, April 9th

Themes 17th and 18th Degrees

Monday, May 14th

Louisiana’s Past SGIG and SGC program

Monday, June 11th
Degree presentation

Monday, July 9th

Independence Day program

Monday, August 13th
Degree presentation

Monday, September 10th
Guest Speaker

Monday, October 8th
Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 12th
Veterans Day Program

Monday, December 10th

Election of Officers
St. John Evangelist program
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on
regular meeting days.

At the beginning of each New Year some
of us look to the future and wonder what is
in store for the next 12 months. Personal
resolutions are made at the beginning of the
year so that we may improve on ourselves
and our lives in general. I will stop smoking,
lose weight, attend church, be more involved
with the lodge, etc. Most experts will say
these resolutions will last for about three
or four months until we get back into the
same old routine of life. It takes a personal
commitment to achieve the goals we set for
ourselves. Yes, it is hard to maintain the
discipline to achieve these goals, but it is a
personal commitment to ourselves. Therefore, the only person we fail is ourselves.
Right? Wrong!
Not only do we fail ourselves but we fail
in the commitment made to others in your
lives. For example, when we attend lodge
and look around to see who is missing, we
will miss that brother. When you have joined
us for a meeting of the Scottish Rite and
look around the room for your classmates
it is somewhat sad that some of your fellow
classmates choose not to attend a stated
meeting to fellowship with his brothers.
My New Year’s resolution to you is
to send emails and as many reminders as
possible for the benefit to keep all of you
informed. The calendar of events is posted
in the Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
and on the website of the Louisiana Scottish Rite at www.louisiana-sr.org . Our own
Brother Rob Hagen maintains the website
for us will post these events for your review.
For example, the February 12th meeting will
host a Valentines Day program for the membership and the ladies. In Addition, there will
be a presentation by the Master Craftsmen
and the Scottish Rite Research Society. And,
at the end of March, the annual Easter Egg
Hunt will take place that morning, then the
Joint Scottish Rite/York Rite Easter Program
will take place that same evening. There
are lots of activities and programs planned
for the year. So, read your Trestleboard and
stay informed.
I am happy to report the repairs on the
Childhood Learning Center are moving
forward. We will need as many volunteers
8

2018 Officers

Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
R. Shane Marchand, 32°
Senior Warden:
Richard L. Fox, 32°
Junior Warden:
Timothy E. Ackermann, 32° KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Stuart R. Averitt, 32°
V. Eugene Dawson, 32°
Jason K. Rigsby, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Glenn L. Juneau. 32°
W. Dale Artigue, 32°
Monty L. Reed, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Timothy P. Sibley, 32°
Prior:		
James M. Stockner, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Ronald Mulligan, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
James E. Wingate, 33°

as possible for painting and cleaning the outside of the building. When the time comes
for volunteers, I will send an email with the
dates and times for the event.
Until we meet again my brothers, remember the Honor is to Serve.
Fraternally yours,
James E. Wingate, 33°
General Secretary

Personally Speaking

With the new year, we should ever be
thankful and feel blessed to be Americans
and to live in the Land of the Free and the
Home of The Brave. By being diligent and
always remembering that we are a part of
a great Scottish Rite Team, we can reach
our goals for the coming year with continued positive attitude that helped establish
this great Fraternity with fellowship and
brotherly Love. The Great Architect of the
Universe has always been in control and will
always be our strength and solace.
May God Bless You and our Present
Convention !
Fraternally yours,
James E. “Buddy” Pearce, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

In Memoriam
God is Great!
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Personally Speaking

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple

205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: W. O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH
Tel: 318-343-6388 Fax: 318-343-5492
Email: monroescottishrite@icloud.com

2018 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, February 1st
Valentines Day
DeMolay Flower Talk

Thursday, March 1st
St. Patrick’s Day
Robert Burns Night

Thursday, March 29th

Special Maundy Thursday Observance

Thursday, April 5th

Service of Remembrance

Friday, April 13th

Valley Fund Raising event

Spring Reunion Saturday April 14th
Thursday, May 3rd
Regular Business Meeting

Thursday, June 7th

Heroes of ‘76 program

Thursday, July 5th

Independence Day program

Saturday, July 28th

Master Mason of the Year program

Thursday, August 2nd

Buddy Baker - Chemistry program

Thursday, September 11th
Feast of Tishri

Thursday, October 9th
29th Degree presentation

The Advisory Conference meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 pm.

My General Secretary just reminded
me that I must write an article for the Scottish Rite Trestle Board. I have just begun
my term as Venerable Master and also as
Personal Representative. I do not know the
importance of the Trestleboard to the average Scottish Rite member. I hope it is read
in detail. If the Monroe Valley fellows are
reading and following the news, I hope you
will contact me and let me know that what
you read here is important to you. The best
way to let me know is to come to our regular
meetings and comment on the importance of
the Trestleboard.
Now, some news from the Monroe Valley. We are working to revitalize some of
the activities of the valley seen in previous
years. Our bylaws date to 1992 and are in
rewrite to more accurately reflect the desires
of the membership. Following the remodeling of our building when a large tree fell
across the roof, the building was improved
in appearance but many of the photographs
and other memorabilia remain in storage.
The photographs that once were on the
walls of the dining and lodge areas will be
restored and rehung, so those who come to
meetings can see and remember those who
came before us. Of particular interest will
be the photos of the many classes of newly
made Masters of the Royal Secret.
Our Advisory Board met for a while on
the same evening as our regular meetings.
This made the opportunity for our ladies and
guests to visit difficult, since the evening
began too early. Now our Advisory Board
meets separately; so it does not impact the
timing of the social time, meal and regular
meeting. Our ladies and guest can now come
and enjoy the visiting time and then come
into the open section of the meeting for the
program, that will always be open to all.
With the Advisory Board meeting separately,
those who live a significant distance from
Monroe will have to make the long trip twice
a month. As a means of reducing this drive
time, we have instituted an on line system
(GoToMeeting), allowing members of the
board and other interested members the opportunity to attend the meeting via computer
or phone. In the future we will include the
9

minutes to be read as part of the email that
announces the GoToMeeting method of joining the Advisory Board remotely. I do not
like long or unproductive meetings.
We are taking steps to be sure that every
member has a cap. There were years when
caps were not given to new members. We
will provide you a cap. if you have not previously received one. I would very much
like to see every member wearing his cap at
every meeting. If you have not been given
a cap, let me know. If you do not wear your
cap, I will want to know why not. I consider
the cap as nearly as important as the white
apron in the Blue Lodge.
Please help me fill the building with well
dressed (and capped) members and ladies so
we may have meaningful gatherings that will
make all present want to return next time;
and to bring along other members who have
gotten out of the habit of attending. Like
all such gatherings, attendance is a habit. I
hope all of you will cultivate the habit and
force us to buy more and more food so the
evenings are memorable and pleasant.
I am looking for a Kitchen Crew so we
can serve good meals at lower cost than cacontinued page 10

2018 Officers

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Will P. Gray. 33°
Michael A. Watts, 33°
Mitchell A. Reynolds, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Bruce D. Osbon, 32° KCCH
William S. Blake, 32°
Willis B. Evans, III, 32°

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

E. Orum Young, 32°
Troy L. Lord, 32° KCCH
Wilson O. Cook, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

J. Keith Gates, 32° KCCH
Buddy G. Barnett, 32°
Allan K. Bean., 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Wilson O. “Will”Cook, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Charles Lamar DeLand
Albert Junior Kelly
Thomas Trichel

Scottish Rite FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE
continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

From The Secretary’s Desk

Our March 7th meeting, we will be
conferring the Rank and Decoration of a
Knight Commander of the Court of Honour
on Brother John C. Miller. This is an open
ceremony and anyone can attend. If you
have not seen this conferral before, now is
our opportunity.
If you have someone that is interested
in joining us in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, have them give me a call at 504835-3780 and I will do my best to answer
their questions.
If you need a petition, let me know and I
can email you one or mail one to you if you
are not on the internet.
A big thank you to the 52.5% of our
members that have paid their 2018 dues
as of this mailing. Last year we lost 34
members of our valley who simply did not
pay their dues or notify the office that they
were having a tough go of it. Believe me,
suspending anyone for non-payment of dues
is the very last thing that I want to do, but it
is part of the job. Remember it cost a little
over three cents a day to be a Scottish Rite
Mason in Louisiana.
Also, if you would like to pay your dues
by credit card you can do so by calling the
office or by going to the Supreme Council
website, www.scottishrite.org. If you would
like you can call the office at 504-835-3780
and we can process your dues payment by
credit card over the telephone.
Fraternally yours,
Martin A. Reinschmidt, 33°
General Secretary

Eagle Council of Kadosh

One of my last activities as Master of
Kadosh was to hold a Feast of the Consistory
& honor the past commanders of the Eagle
Council of Kadosh for the New Orleans
Consistory. This was the first time the Feast
of the Consistory was performed in full
form. I received a copy of this table ritual
from the Valley of Houston with assistance
and help from their Operations Manager
Bro. Robert Murray, 32° KCCH. I am
indebted to him and the Valley of Houston.
It is a tiled feast open only to Masters of the
Royal Secret and features four toasts. The
2nd Toast had to be altered for Louisiana.
And I added a 5th Toast to Albert Pike in
honor of him serving our then Grand Con-

sistory in 1856. At that time the title of the
principle officer of the Consistory was a
Commander-in-Chief, It was Pike who later
changed the title to Master of Kadosh.
I asked the past Commanders of Kadosh
to assist as the cast for the Feast, which
they were very agreeable to do. Other cast
members were Prior Stuart Smith, 32°, Stephen Bryant, 32°, Ken Bell, 32° KCCH, and
Charles Bertrand, 32°. I am very grateful for
their assistance for this event.
In addtion to the feast, I recognized the
Past Commanders of Kadosh with a nice
Masonic pen in a gift box to remind them
of the time that they signed the Patents of
the new Masters of the Royal Secret during
their year. This is something that I will be
soon doing and something that I am looking
forward to doing for our nine new Masters
of the Royal Secret. This to my is one of the
greatest honors allowed to me thus far in my
Masonic career.
Fraternally,
Eddie A. LeBouef, 32° KCCH
Commander Eagle Council of Kadosh

Past Commanders of Kadosh

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley-Personally Speaking:

tered meals. If you have the time and want
to be a significant part of the activities of our
Valley, please volunteer for this important
work. It will help the Valley and I am sure it
will enrich your experience as a Scottish Rite
Mason. Anita and I will prepare the meal for
the February 1st meeting: pork butts from
my grill and a couple of cakes I like to cook.
Anita will prepare green beans, Presbyterian
Potatoes and a Redhot Gelatin treat.
We need those of you who are or would
like to become proficient in the degree work,
so we may give the best possible experience
to our newly made members at the spring
and fall Valley reunions. For those of us
like me who are not good at degree work,
we need to be present from morning until
evening for the reunions to add an audience
to the event, showing our new members
that we all support their joining and that we
believe the degrees to be important to all of
us. ATTENDANCE!!!
10
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Finally, here are the major issues I face
and will be working during my time in office:
MEMBERSHIP, ATTENDANCE AND
MONEY. The survival of our Valley rests on
these three pillars. Help me with these and
all other issues will become easy to handle.
Fraternally,
Will P. Gray, 33° PGM
Personal Representative

From the Secretary’s Desk

The new year is starting off well. We
have closed out 2017 and filed it away in
the archives of the Valley as a memorial.
We now focus on 2018 and the great things
to come. Our new Personal Representative,
Capt. Will P. Gray, 33°, USN (Ret.), has
taken the reigns and is driving the horses
and he shows no signs of letting up. Keep
the wagons rolling Captain!
Our raffle is moving along as well and
we still have tickets for sale. If you would
like to purchase a ticket and take part in the
raffle, please contact our office at:
monroescottishrite@icloud.com.
We have had a generous brother, W.
Bryan Price, 32° KCCH, donate a Rodgers
organ, Cambridge Series 785 to our Temple,
in memory of his Grandfather and Charter
member of the Monroe Valley, William
Ervin Price. At the writing of this article,
we are still in the process of finalizing the
installation of this lovely piece of equipment. We are eagerly awaiting our Grand
Organist and newest KCCH, J. Keith Gates,
to put on a performance.
Our Education Committee is gearing
up to begin the Master Craftsman group
study.All interested members should come
at 5:00pm on our regular meeting nights.
Please remember that our regular meeting night is the 1st Thursday of each month
We have dinner with the ladies at 6:00pm
and our regular meeting is at 7:00pm.
Your dues payments are necessary to
keep our Valley going. If you have yet to
submit your dues payment, please do so as
soon as possible. If you are having trouble
paying your dues, please contact me as soon
as possible to discuss what we can do to
bring you current. We do not want to lose
any members, especially for non-payment
of dues.
Come visit and support your Scottish
Rite. See you soon.
Fiat Lux!,
Wilson O. “Will” Cook, 32° KCCH
General Secretary
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and never missed a meeting. He joined Eastern Star with his wife and
served as Worthy Patron. Until the day he passed to his Heavenly
Home, he was an active Master Mason. For over 25 years, Masonry
missed having this Brother participate because no one reached out
and contacted him about him missing meetings. I will add that he
was very involved with the Scouting Program and worked with both
of his sons, receiving some of the highest honors in Scouting for
adult volunteers. He did give back through his church and Scouting
and helped, he did live his Masonry, but outside of the Lodge until
later when he was encouraged to attend Lodge.
How many other good Master Masons has Scottish Rite missed
because we failed to invite them to join? By the statistics, 75% of
Master Masons are not Scottish Rite Masons in Louisiana. And then
beyond, after joining, how many Masters of the Royal Secret (32nd
Degree Scottish Rite Masons) are allowed to slip away because
they are not encouraged to attend and participate? There is a job
for every Brother in his Valley, so many tasks, details, that an extra
hand can really add to the quality of the meaning of belonging – real
fellowship and true Brotherhood.
So when we sit and finally realize that we are now into 2018,
well into Carnival Season, heading toward Lent and Passover, our
Service of Remembrance, our Regional Workshops, our Reunions
with Degrees, our ending of cool, no cold, weather, we also need
to realize really who we are. We are Master Masons first. All else
is “icing on the cake” as one of my mentors liked to say. Whatever
you do, at some point early this year, reach out and contact a Brother
who has not attended Lodge lately, a Brother whom you missed at
Scottish Rite – a Brother. A quick phone call, an email, a card, a visit
by his house for coffee – reach out! As always my dear Brothers,
thank you for answering that opportunity to become a more involved
Scottish Rite Mason and enjoy that icing on the cake.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° PGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Really, Who Are We?

First and foremost, those who receive and read this are Master
Masons! The top of the top, and in Louisiana, 60% of all Masons
are strictly Master Masons, nothing added like Scottish Rite (25%),
York Rite (15%), Shrine (10%), Male Eastern Star (5%), and a bunch
of appendant “alphabet” groups – AMD, KM, KYCH, ACON, etc,
etc. Many of that 40% who have joined beyond a Lodge of Master
Masons belong to multiple organizations, Scottish and/or York Rites,
so that still leaves six (6) out of ten (10) Master Masons in Louisiana
as “Blue Lodge Masons”, most of whom never attend their Lodge.
Lots of statistics, yes, but those who are involved in Lodge are also
very probably members of one or more appendant groups – active,
involved Masons. No added group mentioned makes any of them
more of a Mason than that “Master Mason” title, that honor, that
promise made one to another on bended knee at an Altar on a Volume of Sacred Law (99% on the Holy Bible), maybe long ago, but
binding forever. Some get so involved with the appendant groups
that they forget about “Mother Lodge” and might attend only on a
special night or for elections. At least most can still find that Lodge!
Finding it more often is the challenge.
Many years ago, when I was very involved with DeMolay, one of
my young men petitioned my Lodge and was elected. His Father had
been a Master Mason at that point for over 25 years. I was excited
to say that DeMolay was giving back to Masonry by adding quality
new members. The Father was invited to attend his son’s Degrees
but failed to attend the EA or FC due to some excuse. Finally as the
MM day approached, and stopping by the Father’s house, I said,
“You need to be there tomorrow night”, at which point, the Father
looked me in the eye and said, “I don’t remember anything about
my Degrees and can’t get in!”. We talked and I knew he was a MM
before five minutes went by, and told him to attend as I would vouch
for him. We reviewed the necessary elements needed in Opening &
Closing, what the MM Degree might involve. He did attend, and I
asked the Master to allow the Father to step in at that special point
and Raise his son; then the Master stepped back in to complete the
ceremony. Those who know me, know that was a very emotional
moment for me, to say the least. It proved something else, we have
many, many Brothers, Master Masons, who joined, faithfully pay
their Dues, and never attend Lodge. A huge waste of needed talent.
The end story is that the Father started attending Lodge regularly
and became Worshipful Master at age 75! He joined Scottish Rite
and became the Kitchen Crew’s Chief Dishwasher, he joined Shrine

Fraternally – Bill Mollere
Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Louisiana

If you have not done so yet, please don’t forget to pay your
2018 Dues – thirtytwo cents a day, ten dollars a month, $120 the
year – you can pay on-line and also by credit card.
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Did You Know?
In the early 1950s the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States initiated a program
to help children with speech and language
disorders. The results obtained from this
program led to the establishment of RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program clinics to provide diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and language
disorders, as well as learning disabilities.
Today, there are SRCLP clinics, centers, and special programs operating or
planned for children and therapists located
throughout the United States. Each facility
is staffed by speech-language pathologists
or other trained personnel. Through the
support of Scottish Rite members, these
clinics, centers, and programs continue to
increase. The value of this philanthropy has
long been apparent. Tens of thousands of
youngsters across the United States have
been helped significantly. With the good
work of dedicated clinicians and parents,
the Scottish Rite has achieved successes
that could only be imagined a few years
back. Children who might have remained
educationally behind for
a lifetime can now talk,
read, and lead productive
lives.

Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Centers
Judge C. Lenton Sartin, Jr., 33°
Memorial Childhood Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

