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that if any man alive could explain orbital motion, it would be
that Newton fellow, up at Cambridge.
The three gentlemen immediately forsook their coffee (they
didn't have Styrofoam cups, in 1685) and took a train to Cambridge, where they were in for a shock. When they put "the
orbital motion question" to Newton, his prompt response was
something like, "It's The Inverse Square Law -- The Law Of
Universal Gravitation. I have it somewhere here in a drawer."
(Obviously not the same drawer as before - that one was at
Woolsthorpe, remember?)
At their insistence, Newton went to work putting his calculations in form for publication. Publication came in 1687. The
treatise is known by the abbreviated name of "Principia
Mathematica"; the full name, translated to English, is "The
Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy." (Please don't
ask me to say that in Latin -- Latin, like math, is hard.)
Copernicus was shown to be right, Ptolemy (R.I.P.) wrong.
Kepler's laws of motion were given mathematical proof, thanks
to The Inverse Square Law and Newton's new invention, calculus. Galileo was vindicated. "Aristotelian Scholasticism"
was, in the vernacular of today's young, "toast".
Newton's calculations could be used to explain all motion
in the universe -- from the linear motion of a body moving on
a flat plane on earth, to the parabolic motion of a projectile
fired from a cannon, to the orbital motion of celestial bodies.
(Hula hoops await further study.) (Seriously, though, Newton's
math does not quite exactly explain all motion -- otherwise,
Albert Einstein would have had to find some other way to move
his career beyond the Swiss Patent Office in Bern.)
Most importantly, with the publication of "Principia", The
Enlightenment was irrevocably and irreversibly born. Never
again was Truth to be sought only in books of wisdom, handed
down from antiquity. Rather, forever after, Truth was to be
sought by the direct study of Nature, using the God-given senses.
As Galileo had suggested, the laws of God are revealed through
the study of Nature, guided, of course, by the "method" that
had been emphasized by Francis Bacon in 1620.
We might note, parenthetically, that the Staircase Lecture
of The Fellowcraft Degree, with its emphasis on the senses and
the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences, seems to be a direct expression of the fundamental principles of The Enlightenment - a vestige of Masonry's kinship with The Enlightenment.
University of Pennsylvania Professor Alan Charles Kors -Professor of Intellectual History -- states that by 1715, the revolution was complete. In the short period of 30 years, between
1685 and 1715, The Enlightenment had completed the decisive overthrow of the order of "Aristotelian Scholasticism",
which had dominated the European intellectual arena for at
least 1,540 years. And this worldwide intellectual revolution

Enlightenment Lite
VI-Sir Isaac Newton
byLawrence C. Wade, MD-32 °
Valley of Baton Rouge

Isaac Newton was not knighted until 1706. In 1666, forty
years earlier, he was a Cambridge University student in retreat
at the place of his birth -- his family's country estate,
Woolsthorpe. At that time, precisely 600 years after the Norman
Invasion, another invasion was underway -- bubonic plague.
Plague, at least, had invaded Cambridge, and the University
was closed. Newton spent 18 months at Woolsthorpe in order
to avoid the risk of contracting that horrid illness. (A selfrespecting Saxon might have been expected to take up sword
and lance and do battle with William the Conqueror, but there
were, at that time, no weapons with which to fight "the plague".)
Newton did not fritter away his Woolsthorpe retreat - he
was not one to fritter. It was during that brief interlude that he
1) invented calculus, 2) laid the foundation for the physics of
optics, and 3) derived the simple mathematical equation that
revolutionized all of human thought -- his Law of Universal
Gravitation, sometimes called, "The Inverse Square Law."
(There were one or two other accomplishments in the area of
mathematics, but let's not go into those - math, after all, is
hard.)
Actually, lacking access to exact figures as to, for example,
the diameters of celestial bodies, Newton was not able, while
at Woolsthorpe, to derive a fully satisfactory form of The Inverse Square Law. So, this vital work was relegated to the
bottom of a drawer (along with, I'm sure, a few bent paperclips,
a dry-rotted rubber band, and a broken pair of spectacles). It
was not until 1685 that events caused him to revisit the matter.
In that year, Sir Christopher Wren and the two other noted
scientists Robert Hooke and Edmund Halley were gathered at
a coffeehouse in London (clearly with too much time on their
hands) discussing the perplexing problem of orbital motion.
Fundamental principles of motion, of course, held that an
undisturbed body in motion should continue in a straight line.
No one could explain why orbiting celestial bodies did not do
so, sailing away into space. One of the java-sippers observed

continued on page 2
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was, in the end, made finally and decisively possible by the simple equation,
I = 1/d2.
Newton simply stated that every
physical body in the universe attracts every other physical body in the universe
with a force, "gravity", the intensity of
which ("I") is directly proportional to the
mass of the two bodies and inversely proportional to the square of the distance
("d") between them. (Sometimes, math
isn't all that hard, at all.)
Today, 320 years later, Grolier's Electronic Encyclopedia says of "Principia
Mathematica" that, "By common consent
the Principia is the greatest scientific
book ever written."

Orient Web Page

Allegiance

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. S. Bruce Easterly, 32° KCCH
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

The continued generous donations you
provide fund your Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation so that we can grow the
speech and language centers. Your donation may also be designated to a particular project in your respective Valley. Regardless of your intent, please use the
enclosed envelope inserted in this edition.
If not immediately, then do so when the
time is right for you.
Thank you for continuing to be a Scottish Rite Mason and supporting our institution through your time, work and
monetary contributions.

Fraternally,
Larry Wade, 32°

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Contribution Edition

Orient Jewels
With much thanks to Ill. William J.
Mollere, 33°, Deputy in Louisiana and
Ill. Roy McDuffie, PGM 33°, our Orient
and all of its Valleys have commissioned
the production of beautifully detailed
Consistory jewels for wear by the brethren at Scottish Rite events. These limited production jewels are available for
sale for $25.00. The jewel comes with a
stylish black leather-like hanger for wear
with a suit or sports coat. For more information about purchasing a jewel,
please contact your Secretary. Please reserve your jewel quickly because supplies
are limited.
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2007 Calendar of Events
Supreme Council
Supreme Session Joint with NJ
Washington D C
August 24-28
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Committee Meetings
Alexandria
July 21
Warden’s Retreat
Woodworth, La
August 18
Grand Lodge Committee Meetings
Alexandria
October 20
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
New Orleans
May 5
Shreveport
November 8-9
Scottish Rite Honors Day
Shreveport
November 10
Valleys
Fall Reunions
Baton Rouge
September 15-16
Lake Charles
September 8-9
Monroe
October 27
New Orleans
September 29
Shreveport
September 29-30
York Rite
Southwest Conference
Little Rock
September 20-22
York Rite Meeting
Alexandria
October 13
Rainbow
Grand Assembly
Baton Rouge
June 8-9
De Molay
Annual Conclave
Lake Charles
August 3-4
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards
The D. Walter Jessen Civil Engineering scholarships were awarded to John
David Brown and Glen Michael Lambert.

2007 Foundation

Foundation News
There are five Speech and Language
Centers in operation with the opening of
the Hammond and Lafayette Centers in
2006. The New Orleans Center is expected to reopen as discussions are currently being held on how to best address
the location.
The budget to operate your Centers,
for fiscal year 2007 has been approved in
the amount of $184,765.00.

Thank You
Your foundation is grateful for the
many generous gifts received as donations and memorials throughout the year.

Memorials
In Memory of Mrs. Mabel McGuire
Nancy & Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Ms. Margie Heath
Frank H. Falkenberry

Donations
In Honor of Ill. Ronald Ambrose
Seale 33°-SGC
Lodge of the Nine Muses, Baton
Rouge for having the Grand Commander
speak during their annual Table Lodge

Elected Members
James H. Morgan III
Baton Rouge
C. Lenton Sartain
Baton Rouge
Harry C. Northrop III
Lake Charles
J.F. “Jeff ” Webb
Lake Charles
Woody D. Bilyeu
Monroe
Robert C. Joyner
Monroe
Charles L. McCarty
New Orleans
Lloyd A. Hebert
New Orleans
Gary L. Gribble
Shreveport
Robert L Laborde
Shreveport
Appointed Members
Lloyd G. Pence
Baton Rouge
Richard B. Smith
Lake Charles
Charles H. Penn III
Monroe
John L. Atkinson
Shreveport
Speech and Hearing Scholarship
Committee
B. J. Guillot
Baton Rouge
Richard B. Smith
Lake Charles
Wilbert Stelly
Lake Charles
Harry E. Moseley
Monroe
Charles Williams
New Orleans
Thomas F. Murphy
Shreveport
John L. Atkinson-Chrman Shreveport
D. Walter Jessen Engineering
Scholarship Committee
Richard B. Smith-Chrman Lake Charles
James E. Grady
Baton Rouge
Neil R. Crane, PGM
Lake Charles
Harry E. Moseley
Monroe
C. E. “Neil” Gorman
New Orleans
E. Louis McGee
Shreveport
Nominating Committee
Lloyd G. Pence
Baton Rouge
I. C. Turnley, PGM
Monroe
Richard B. Smith-Chrman Lake Charles
Wills and Legacies
C. Lenton Sartain
Baton Rouge
Chairman Emeritus
James H. Morgan III
Baton Rouge
William H. Brown, PGM
Baton Rouge
Jay B. McCallum
Monroe
Steven R. Plotkin-Chrman New Orleans
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Investment Committee
Ian E. James
Baton Rouge
John L. Bilisoly
Baton Rouge
Richard B. Smith
Lake Charles
J. E. “Jeff ” Webb
Lake Charles
Charles L. McCarty
New Orleans
Louis Stern
New Orleans
Charles H. Penn III, PGM
Monroe
Woody D. Bilyeu-Chrman
Monroe
S. Bruce Easterly, GM
Shreveport
H. Edward Durham
Shreveport
Foundation Officers
John L. Atkinson
President
James H. Morgan, III Vice President
Ballard L Smith PGM Vice President
Lloyd G. Pence
Secretary Emeritus
Robert C. Joyner
Secretary
E. Louis McGee
Treasurer
Ex-Officio Foundation Officers
William J. Mollere
Chairman of the Board and President
of the Corporation
Board Members
Harry E. Moseley
William H. Brown, PGM
Dr. I. C. Turnley, PGM
Charles K. Watts
Neil R. Crane, PGM
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your country and your God, I charge you, with
the best talent and your best life. And be not lost
in that glittering tinseled world, where all is
make believe, and nothing is real. Go to it! And God
bless you.
Our duty as Masons, most especially Princes Ameth, is clear.
It is to do all that we can, whenever and wherever we can, to
help those who, for whatever reason, cannot help themselves.
When we have given that gift of ourselves back to life, then we
will truly know what it means to have been raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. Before the Supreme Architect,
the details won't matter.

Reflections on the Degree
Elu Of The Twelve
or
Prince Ameth
by
Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge
As Brother Albert Pike tells us in Morals and Dogma, "The
great distinguishing characteristic of a Mason is sympathy with
his kind. He recognizes in the human race one great family,
all connected with himself by those invisible links, and that
mighty net-work of circumstance, forged and woven by God.
Feeling that sympathy, it is his first Masonic duty to serve his
fellow-man."
In the Eleventh Degree, the ritual tells us that King Solomon
had a problem with his tax collectors. In short, they were dishonest and self-serving. The people were unable to protect
themselves from these predators who were working under the
King's Warrant.
Hundreds, nay thousands of years later, we live in a world
where the poor grow poorer and more numerous, and yet the
rich become richer and more powerful. This is our world, like
it or not, and we must live in it.
So, what is our duty? One of Brother Pike's successors, Ill.
Henry C. Clausen, in his Commentaries on Morals and Dogma,
quoted a Rabbi and Brother, Jacob Nieto. The quote was a
short speech in which Brother Nieto commented on the tendency of our people to commercialize every aspect of our life.
Then the Rabbi quoted from Goldsmith's "Deserted Village";
"Ill fares the land, to hast'ning ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay."
Finally, with uplifted fist, clenched so tightly that his knuckles showed white from the pressure, he spoke directly to us:
"Be strong, young men, be strong! Be not deceived
by outward appearances, but look for the great
realities, which are permanent and eternal. Serve
4
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2007 Officers
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master Henry F. Thibodaux, 32º,KCCH
Senior Warden
Ion Lazar, 32º, KSA
Junior Warden
Robert Barrios, 32º, KSA

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Clayton A. Wolfe, 32º, KSA
Edward J. Branley, 32º, KSA
Frank DuTreil, 33º, KCCH

Eagle Council of Kadosh:

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

New Orleans Consistory:
Master of Kadosh
Prior
Preceptor:

Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA
Guy T. Wilson, 32º, KSA
Elmo Pitre, III, 32º

Treasurer to All Bodies:
John Z. Zollinger, III, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew:

Fall Reunion
September 29th
Calendar of Events-2007
Stated Communications

Commander
Warren A. Hintz, Jr., 32º, KCCH
1st Lt. Commander Daryl G. Glorioso, 32º, KSA
2nd Lt. Commander
Leon Roberts, 32º, KSA

7:30 PM

Wednesday, June 6th
Guest Speaker-Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee-Guest Chef

Sunday July 1st
Special Independence Day Celebration
Family Event
2:00 PM

Wednesday, July 4th NO MEETING
Wednesday, August 1st
Guest Speaker-Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee-Guest Chef

Wednesday, September 5th
Feast of Tishri-Reobligation Night

Saturday, September 29th
Fall Reunion
Wednesday, October 3rd
Regular Business Meeting

Wednesday, November 7th
Regular Business-Guest Chef

Wednesday, December 6th
Annual Christmas Music Program

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets after Regular Business Meetings

Venerable Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Secretary/Treasurer

Marc H. Conrad
Guy T. Wilson
Ralph T. Rabalais
Joe Loyocano

Recent Valley News
On March 7, 2007, the Valley of New
Orleans met and shared good fellowship
and a fine meal. The Valley heard from
our Louisiana adult leaders in DeMolay
who encouraged the brethren to support
the historic Old South DeMolay Tournament which is held annually in New Orleans. For more information about the
Old South Demolay Tournament,please
visit:
www.demolay-oldsouthtournament.org.
On April 4, 2007, the 18th Degree
Rose Croix Team, under the leadership
of Bro. Eric C. Hahn, 32°, KCCH, performed the Scottish Rite's beautiful Rose
Croix Maundy Thursday ceremony. The
Rose Croix degree team's performance
was exemplary, solemn, and most appropriate. The brethren and our guests celebrated this Scottish Rite day of obligation in the ancient manner with the fruit
of the vine, unleavened bread, and roasted
lamb. Bro. Ion Lazar, 32°, KSA and his
wife kindly provided the lamb for the
Rose Croix ceremony. After the ceremony,
the Valley departed in silence leaving the
5

brethren to attend to personal spiritual
reflection.
On April 28, 2007, the Valley of New
Orleans held its annual Spring Reunion.
Hot Donuts and a special gourmet New
Orleans coffee blend were served as refreshments during class registration. At
lunch, the class and the brethren dined
upon smoked beef brisket with Italian
peppers, green salad, Hoppin' John, pasta
with three cheeses, French bread, and
pastries for desert. During the day, our
newest candidates received the bright illumination of the Scottish Rite degrees.
The Valley extends its gratitude to our
Personal Representative, Ill. Bro. Charles
L. McCarty, 33°, our Secretary, Ill. Bro.
Lloyd Hebert, 33°, for performing the
many months work in advance of the
Reunion required to hold the event. Both
Bro. McCarty and Bro. Hebert want to
thank the Valley's degree teams, degree
masters, our new director of works, our
stage and production crew, and everyone
else who worked to make the Reunion a
success. Finally, this year's Spring Reunion enjoyed two new innovations that
assisted greatly in bringing the Scottish
Rite's message to our newest Scottish Rite
brothers. The Valley recognizes the contributions of Bro. David Silverman, 32°
whose expertise allowed new wireless
microphone technology to be used for the
degrees. The Valley further recognizes the
contributions of Bro. Cliff Land, 32°
whose expertise allowed this year's
Spring class to view projected images of
continued on page 12

In Memoriam
Charles Joseph Adams Jr., 32°
Horace Rayne Alexius Jr., 33°
Clyde Lamar Avants, 32°
R A Bussell, 32°
Daniel Joseph Callais, 32°
Rodney Joseph Callais, 32°
Alfred Fredrick Chittenden, 32°
John Vincent Santopadre. 32°
Nicholas John Sebastian, 32° KCCH
James Thomas Strader, 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2007 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Roy B Tuck, PGM 33°
Senior Warden:
Robert L LaBorde, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33 °

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Fall Reunion Sept 29-30
Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, June 12th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, July 10th
Dinner with Ladies:
6:00 PM
Open Meeting/July 4th
6:30 PM
Shreveport Metropolitan Concert Band

Tuesday, August 14th
Regular Meeting

Thomas F Murphy, 33°
H Edward Durham, 32° KCCH
Stanford L Jensen, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Frank L Falkenberry, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:

Frank L Falkenberry, 33 °
Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Charles E Shearer, 33°
Louis E McGee, 33°
John L Atkinson, 33°

Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies
Secretary to All Bodies

JROTC Awards
Awards were presented at the annual
Militar y Ball and Awards Banquet.
Shreveport Valley presented twenty-five
JROTC Certificates and Medallions and
three ROTC Awards. These awards continue to be one of most popular presented
in this area. Larry B. Ledbetter, 33°,
serves as the chairman of this important
committee.

6:30 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Fall Reunion
September 29 &30
Tuesday, October 7th
Regular Meeting

Yours in Service,
John F. Ayer, KSt.A
Knight Commander

Americanism & Patriotism
Awards
Shreveport Valley presented 144
Americanism and Patriotism Awards to
seventy two high schools in the following parishes: Bienville, Bossier, Caddo,
Claiborne, DeSoto, Natchitoches,
Rapides, Red River, Sabine, and Webster.
Clyde Strout, 32° KCCH is the Chairman of this busy Committee.

Tuesday, September 11th
Dinner with Ladies:
Feast of Tishri

Knights of St. Andrew
The Knights of Saint Andrew is a
Service Organization within the body of
the Scottish Rite Valley consisting of
32nd degree "Black Hat" Masons. Those
who can commit to a high level of attendance and participation and have a
strong desire to serve the Valley are considered for membership.
Those considered undergo a period of
at least 6 months as a Squire and their
attendance, participation, dress, and contribution efforts are closely monitored.
If successful, the Squire may become a
Knight in the Chapter.
The Knights of Saint Andrew participate in all activities of the Valley. Therefore, high attendance and active participation are a must to be a member.
The Shreveport Chapter of the
Knights of St. Andrew meet on the (4)
Fourth Friday of each month at 6:30 in
the Valley Library. If you are interested
in being a part of the Chapter, contact
us at: Johnfasr@Earthlink.net
(318) 868-3527
Cell: (318) 773-5209

6:30 PM

Tuesday, November 13th
Dinner with Ladies:
6:00 PM
Open Meeting/Veteran’s Day
Heroes` of ‘76-Historic Flag Program

Tuesday, December 11th
Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Election & Installation of Officers
Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

Thomas Patrick Dickson,32 ° KCCH, Colonel,
USAF Retired, presents JROTC Award to Cadet
Malissa Knowles, Benton High School.

continued on page 10
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Reynold L Harville Jr., 32°
Donald Emory Laird, 32°
Eddie Max Floyd, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2007 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Harold H Young, 33 °
Jimmy H Leger, 32º KCCH
Cliff Heath, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Daryl Johnson, 32° KCCH
Ken Michel, 32° KCCH
John Butterick, 32°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Allen Fruge, 33°
Archie Hickman, 32° KCCH
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
John Butterick, 32°
Prior:
Cliff Heath, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Don Verret, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies Clarence Callahan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies
Charles G Callahan, 33°

Spring Reunion
2007 Dues are due January 1, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2007
Wednesday, June 20th
Dyslexia Presentation-Roy Tuck, PGM

Wednesday July 18th
Speech & Hearing-Wilbert Stelly

Wednesday, August 15th
Out of Town Meeting

Saturday & Sunday Sept 8 & 9
Fall Reunion

Wednesday, September 19th
50-Year & Past Venerable Masters

Wednesday, October 17th
Feast of Tishri

Saturday, October 20th
Family Day

Wednesday, November 21st
Homeland Security-Dick Gremillion

Wednesday, December 19th
Election of Officers

The last Friday of every month,
through October, is Back Door
Lunch. Come join us for a delicious
meal and fellowship.

The Lake Charles Valley held their
Spring Reunion April 14-15 and the Jesse
M. Knowles, 33, Memorial Class had
eleven candidates from all over the Valley.
Brother Jesse Monroe Knowles was
born on July 23, 1919, in Merryville,
Louisiana. He moved to Lake Charles in
1935 and graduated from Lake Charles
High School. In 1939, he enlisted in the
United States Army Air corps. Brother
Knowles spent 1228 days as a prisoner
of war by the Japanese Army in World
War II, and was liberated from captivity
on August 15, 1945. He was renowned
for writing a story entitled "They" that
described the conditions and experiences
of his captivity. He was a decorated veteran and a member of "the Greatest Generation."
After the war, Brother Jesse went to
work for Amoco Oil Company, where he
spent 38 years retiring as a fee land supervisor in 1984. He was later employed
by the Lake Charles River Pilots as a lobbyist. He was elected as a state representative in 1960 and in 1964 as a state senator, holding that seat for 16 years. He
ran unsuccessfully for lieutenant governor in 1980. Governor Dave Treen appointed him as secretary of wildlife and
fisheries, but resigned that post due to
continued next column
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health reasons.
Active in the Lake Charles/Southwest
Louisiana community, Brother Jesse was
one of five people appointed to write the
charter for the City of Lake Charles in
1959. He was a past board member of
the American Heart Association, a member of the Calcasieu Parish Kiwanis Club,
the Propeller Club at the Port of Lake
Charles, the Imperial Calcasieu Museum,
and Louisiana Farm Bureau.
Jesse Knowles was initiated, passed,
and raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason in Lake Charles Lodge
#165 in March 1948. He joined the Lake
Charles Scottish Rite Bodies the next
month, becoming a 32 Master of the
Royal Secret on April 17, 1948. The Supreme Council recognized his dedication
and service by investing him with the
rank and title of Knight Commander of
the Court of Honor on October 20, 1969,
and investing him with the 33 Inspector
General Honorary on December 6, 1975.
Brother Knowles served as personal representative in the Valley of Lake Charles
for Illustrious Brother D. Walter Jessen,
Sr., 33 SGIG in Louisiana from 1977
until December 31, 1994.
On April 23, 2006, the Great Architect of the Universe called Brother Jesse
Knowles to his eternal home. He is survived by his wife of more than 65 years,
Helen Noel Knowles, and one niece
Jacqueline Oglesby. We honor the
memory of a patriot, businessman, civic
leader, public servant, and brother Mason by naming this class of candidates
for the Scottish Rite degrees the Illustrious Brother Jesse Monroe Knowles, 33,
Memorial Class.

continued on page 10
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Robert White Martin, 32° KCCH
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2007 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

SPRING REUNION
MARCH 3rd & 4th

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2007
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, June 11th
Masonic Education-Degree Explanation

James E Wingate, 32 ° KCCH
Jimmie A Galloway, 32º
Ricks M Bowles, 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Ben F Melanson, 32º KCCH
Marshal Woodard, 32º
Roy Blair, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Keith A Duncan, 32º
David M Wallace, 32°
Gene Caigle, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:
Treasurer to All Bodies

Michael Hawkins, 32°
Wayne M Mitchell, 32º
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Joe A Stroud, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew:
Venerable Master:

Keith A Duncan, 32º

Monday, July 9th
Independence Day-Lloyd Pence Birthday

Monday, August 13th
Masonic Education

Saturday August 18th
Widow’s Night

Monday, September 10th
Appendant Bodies Invitational

Saturday & Sunday September 15& 16
Fall Reunion

Monday, October 8th
Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 12th
Thanksgiving Celebration

Monday, December 10th
Election of Officers-Christmas Party

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment 6:30
Meeting 7:00

Personal Representative
Message
Brethren, 2007 is rapidly moving
along and so is our new educational program. We expected glitches and they have
occurred. However, I am very pleased
with the program thus far and hope our
members are also. Our 18th degree team
gave an extraordinary performance at our
April meeting and we are looking forward
to the presentations of the 25th, 28th and
30th degrees over the next few months.
The widow's night committee has been
busy sending out letters to the area lodges,
arranging entertainment and creating a
menu. Call in and volunteer your help.
With several improvements needed at the
Consistory, we are still in need of a fund
drive. Please do not hesitate to give your
fund raising idea or area that you feel
needs improving.
Have you ever noticed how difficult it
is to change the way you do certain
things? In addition, it becomes more difficult after you have done the same things
for many years. As we grow older, we become accustomed to monotony as it be8

comes our way of life and we fight change
with all our being. Each day we travel
down the same path, not venturing to the
left or the right, just trying to stay in the
middle. But is this way of life or philosophy wrong? This way of life probably applies to many people, but let me apply it
to myself and then you can consider your
own life.
I have been in business for 45 years
and for the most part in charge of the operations (production) end of our company.
I have run our company with a rigid
hands on approach with little room for
outside opinions and little room for
change. While our company has been very
successful and made significant growth,
today we are faced with the dilemma of
having older top management ready to
retire and younger management not ready
to take over. Because of necessity, change
is happening rapidly and the company is
taking a brief backward step until management reloads.
You may be asking,"What has this got
to do with Masonry or Scottish Rite Masonry?" Do you not recognize similarities of our fraternity in my analogy? Do
you not see the same people in your lodge
doing the same job until father time steps
in an orders change? Don't you think
good planning should dictate change
rather than death? Where is it written that
a Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain or any
other officer in any phase of masonry,
other than the Worshipful Master, has to
have experience? Does an officer have to
serve for 25 years to get it right? Let us
turn some of these young brethren loose
and see what they can do. Quite possibly,
they will do a great job.
In the past trestleboards I have giving you a challenge and I will again do
continued on page 10

In Memoriam
Calvin Coolidge Hodges, 32°
Winston Wesley Rester, 32°
Thomas Elliott Sanford, 32° KCCH
Charles Carl Spinosa, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

SPRING REUNION-One Day
APRIL 28th

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, June 7th
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program
Rainbow Girls to Sing

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, July 5th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Meeting & Program
7:00 PM
Joe Baker presents Flag Program

brance and Renewal was held on Thursday, April 5, 2007 at the Monroe Scottish Rite Temple.
From the early beginning of Time
Immemorial, The Service of Remembrance and Renewal has been set aside
as a day when we may, in unison, express
our faith in the Mercy and Wisdom of
our Creator and our Allegiance to our
Order and to each other.
One of our own, Col. John Baker, 32°,
gave a very impressive and thought-provoking talk relating to the theme of this
Special Service of Remembrance and
Renewal.
Chapters of Rose Croix observe
Maundy Thursday thereby encouraging
members to reaffirm their faith in the
universal fraternity of mankind with each
other. One has difficulty recalling any
Masonic ritual that is more soul-searching or heart warming than the Maundy
Thursday Service. Next year, please give
yourself and your family a deeper insight
and meaning of Masonry by attending
this Service at your Masonic Temple.

Thursday, August 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM

Maundy Thursday
Service of Remembrance & Renewal
If you were unable to attend the Annual Maundy Thursday Service, you
missed a very impressive ceremony. This
service is actually divided into three sections at the Monroe Scottish Rite. First
is Tenebrae or the "Extinguishing the
Lights", then the Mystic Feast (or Paschal Feast) which is followed by the Ceremony Lux E Tenebris or the "Relighting of the Lights".
The statutes of the Scottish Rite make
obligatory the observance of the Service
of Remembrance and Renewal and the
attendance at the Ceremonies by all
Knights Rose Croix. You assumed this
obligation voluntarily when you received
the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. This ceremony of Remem-

Membership
THINK ABOUT IT!
Every member of Scottish Rite should
be concerned with membership. Why not
become a little more "petition conscious"? If we don't secure new members
to supplant those of us who are getting
older each year, then, before long we will
have empty Scottish Rite Temples galore.
Each year, after planting my little garden, it seems to take longer to "get over"
the extreme soreness in back and legs
than it did the year before. Can this be
attributed to age? It doesn't take a rocket
scientist to realize that if each member
secured a petition from a Blue Lodge
Brother for the Scottish Rite, our Membership would double. Let us all consider
asking a Blue Lodge Brother to join us
in the fellowship of the Scottish Rite,
Don't wait until Fall to talk to a Brother
about petitioning, Start Now! Let's have
a record breaking class at the Fall Re9

union. Let's show the various degree
teams that we enjoy as well as appreciate
their efforts including the others involved
in staging a Reunion.

Wonderful Music
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies are
proud to announce the program for June
7, 2007.
Rising Star Assembly #5 of the International Order of Rainbow for Girls will
present a musical program that will be
an uplifting and heart-warming experience for all who are able to attend. These
young ladies not only do an outstanding
job in presenting the colors portrayed in
their initiatory work, but the have a GodGiven musical talent that will pluck at
your heartstrings and make you glad that
we have young ladies of good character
who are willing to share this talent with
the "Old Folks". Their presentation makes
you proud that you, as Masonic Families,
are supporting them in all of their endeavors.

continued on page 14

I N M EMORIAM
Thomas Lee Dowdy, 32°
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continued from page 7
Lake Charles Valley News Spring Reunion:

Baton Rouge Valley News Personal Representative Message
continued from page 8:

the same. Brethren, in the next few days think of someone who
has had a positive effect on your life. That person does not
have to be a Mason, but if they are still alive, pick up the phone,
call him or her, and let them know you are thinking about them.
And for the next Scottish Rite or Blue Lodge meeting, pick up
a brother and bring him with you.

Lake Charles Spring Reunion

God Bless you All,
Robert J. Hutchinson., 33°

The Class Picture was taken just before lunch, Saturday, by John Butterick,
32 °. From left to right-First row: Elias "Thiby" Thibodeaux, 32 ° KCCH, organist, Jimmie Leger, 32 ° KCCH, Charles G. Callahan, 33 °, General Secretary, Allen Fruge', 33 °, Ray Moses, 33 °, Richard Smith, 33°- Personal Representative, W. J. "Bill" Mollere, 33°- Deputy for Louisiana, Harold Young,
33 °, Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection, M. C. "Bo" House, 33 °, Class
Director, Archie Hickman, 32° KCCH, Nolan Gamble, 32 ° KCCH
Second row: Warren Cox, 32, Fifty Year Member, Jesse Hollingshead, 32 °
KCCH, Jimmy Kilpatrick, 32° KCCH ,Ken Michel, 32° KCCH ,Greg Bruce,
32 ° KCCH, Director of the Work, Keith Powell, 32° KCCH, Philip "Thib"
Thibodeaux, 32 ° KCCH, Clarence Callihan, 32 ° KCCH-Treasurer, J. F.
"Jeff" Webb, 32 ° KCCH, Grand Senior Warden, Wm. "Bill" Powell, 32 °
KCCH, Brian Myers, 32
Third row: Frank Lee, 32 °, J. C. Waller, 32 °, Ricky Venable, 32 °, David
Gibson, 32°, Bill Bailey, 32 °, Jim Golding, 32 °, Herschel Robinson, 32°,
Ray Mott, 32°, Michael Webb, 32 °, Rex Dansby, 32°
Fourth row (standing): Elton Blanchard, 32°, Rocky Schexneider, 32° Knights
of St. Andrew, Richard Fox, 32 ° Knights of St. Andrew, Ryan Mims, Candidate, Westlake Lodge #443, Kenneth Bordelon, Candidate, Marksville # 269,
Chad Belaire, Candidate, Live Oak #346, Michael Collins, Candidate, Exemplar #471, Class Vice-Pres, Ervin Collins, Candidate, Exemplar # 471,
Class Secretary, Todd Bourque, 32 (behind), Claude Oliver, Candidate, Rayne
#313, James Dickerson, Candidate, Justice #449, Will Houston, 32° (behind),
James "J. D." Fail, Candidate, Exemplar #471, Class President, Jack Daigle,
Candidate, Harmony #410, James McElwee, Candidate, Sulphur #424, Class
Recorder, Danny Miller, Candidate, Sulphur #424, Class Orator, Rick Anderson, 32° and Briggs Becton, 32 °

continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

Shreveport Spring Reunion

The Shreveport Valley Spring Reunion was held on April
29th and we are blessed with 16 new Masters of the Royal Secret. We look forward to having these fine gentlemen participating in our Valley activities.
Our newest members are: John Foriest Arnold, Darryl
Clifton Brown, James Russell Brunet, Franklin Deas Dempsey,
Michael Lee Ervin, Kenneth Ray Fuller, Harvey Wayne
Goodwin,Brian V. Johnson, Jason Kelly Leach, Bobby Wayne
Manders, Robert Mike McCreary, Michael Wayne Milligan,
Jimmy Thomas Morgan, Joshua Wade Samuel, James Alfred
Sledge and Byron Francis Tooley, Jr.

For the first time in a long while the 31st degree was performed in full. The
cast included, from left to right: David Gibson, Nolan Gamble, Gavin Core,
David McCoy, Cliff Heath, kneeling, Grover Hanes, Briggs Becton, Degree
Master, Brian Myers, Jimmie Leger, Jim Golding and Harry Northrop

continued page 14
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Shreveport Childhood Learning
Center

CENTER NEWS

The Shreveport Scottish Rte Center
has completed the Spring Semester and
the Children are on Break until May 30,
2007 when the summer session will start
and continue through July 18, 2007.
Brother Thomas F. Murphy, 33°, Administrator of the speech center reported the
center had good spring Semester.

Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center
The Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center completed its
Spring Semester. We are proud to have
been able to provide therapy to thirteen
children and have two graduate students
from LSU.
We are now making plans to clean the
center, make any necessary repairs and
prepare for the Summer Semester. The
class has been filled and any new requests
will be added to our growing waiting list.
We extend an open invitation for you
to visit the Center and observe first hand
the fruit of your financial support.

Chief Sartain presents scholarship checks to
Leah and Ashley

Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Childhood Learning Center

Joe Stroud, 33°
Center Administrator

The Ladies Auxilliary made Easter baskets for
the Baton Rouge Center kids

Mrs Norma Lee teaching Kara and Erin to
crochet while their brother finishes his therapy

At the Southeast Region Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center, we wrapped up
the Spring 2007 semester on May 2nd. The
six children receiving services made excellent progress, and Austin, one of the six,
was ecstatic about graduating from speech
therapy prior to starting Kindergarden in
the fall. In the last week of therapy, the children graciously made “thank-you” cards for
the members of Scottish Rite to extend their
gratitude for receiving services. The student
clinicians and Scottish Rite Scholarship recipients met with family members for parent conferences. All of the parents expressed
their satisfaction with the program, and reported that they are excited about their children continuing in the program. The Learning Center in Hammond will conduct a summer camp in the month of June, where 6
children will recieve individual and group
enrichment therapy. We are looking forward
to an event-filled summer with lots of learning and fun!
Aimee Adams
Clinical Supervisor-Center Coordinator
SeLU
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Southwestern Regional
Childhood Learning Center

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette
is moving forward with long awaited expansion and renovation plans to BurkeHawthorne hall, which houses the Southwestern Regional Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center. When the construction is
complete, the Department of Communicative Disorders will have double their current space, including new treatment rooms
and clinic space.
An early childhood speech/language
program is planned to begin in a specially
designed preschool space. Preschool age
Scottish Rite Foundation clients will be able
to receive specialized services in an intensive group treatment program. In the meantime, the Department and the Childhood
Learning Center are moving into temporary
quarters directly across the street from the
current location in OK Allen Hall. The move
is scheduled for the intercession period between the spring and summer semesters
with summer clinic services scheduled to
be held in the temporary location. Once
begun, construction is scheduled to take
between 12-18 months. A “Grand Re-Opening” event will be scheduled to show off our
new facility.
Holly Damico, Director
Speech Language and Hearing Center

Scottish Rite

OBLIGATED-COMMITTED

New Orleans Valley:

New Orleans-Recent Valley News
continued from page 5

Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture Committee

the symbols and regalia of each degree using a computer driven
LCD projector.
On May 2, 2007, the Valley enjoyed a huge pot of Cajun
seafood gumbo prepared by the gourmet chefs of Bayou Fellowship Lodge of Lafourche Parish. After the meal, the brethren and their guests watched a slide presentation about the
military's presence in the Middle-East prepared by Major Chris
Mandry of the U.S. Army Medical Corps. Major Mandry is
leaving for his next tour of duty in Iraq having just finished
two tours of duty in Afghanistan (Major Mandry, thank you for
your service to our Country!). Thereafter, the Valley opened
all bodies whereupon Bro. Marc Conrad, 32°, KSA, introduced
Bro. David Silverman, 32° who is the newest member of the
Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture Committee. Bro. Silverman
presented an esoteric lecture on the influences of the Kabbalah
in the Scottish Rite degrees which was well received by the
brethren.

The Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture Committee welcomes our newest member: Bro. David Silverman, 32º who
recently earned his spot on the Committee after presenting an
extremely informative lecture on the Kabbalah and the Scottish Rite degrees. If you would like to give a lecture in 2007 or
have a suggestion about a lecture topic, then please contact
Bro. Conrad when you next visit the Valley. Giving a lecture
and studying Morals & Dogma is an excellent way to learn
more about the deeper meanings and lessons of the Scottish
Rite degrees. Bro. Conrad would be glad to assist you with
your studies or if you have a question about the Scottish Rite.
There are a number of resources available in our Valley to assist you. However, you can also enroll in a free independent
study of the Scottish Rite degrees by applying for membership
in the College of the Consistory sponsored by the Guthrie Valley in Oklahoma (http://guthriescottishrite.org/consistory.html).
Membership in the Scottish Rite Research Society is also encouraged (http://www.scottishrite.org/what/educ/srrs.html).
Please take advantage of these valuable resources. Education
enriches one's experience and spiritual progress.

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew recently called a meeting of the
clans to discuss a list of possible new squires for 2007. After a
series of highland games according to the ancient highland
traditions, a list of worthy candidates was approved. Those
candidates who have verbally expressed an interest in the
Knights of St. Andrew, those who have routinely frequented
our Valley's stated meetings, and those who have otherwise been
of service to the Valley will soon receive a written invitation to
join our Knightly ranks. Congratulations to all of those who
have been chosen. We hope that you will accept our invitation
to join our ranks to serve the AASR, SJ.
If you would like to be considered for membership in the
Knights of St. Andrew, then please approach anyone of us wearing the clan's tartan, jewel or beret at the Valley's next stated
meeting for more information. We are always seeking worthy
squires to carry on our work.
A very special thanks from the Valley is given to those
Knights of St. Andrew who assisted with the Valley's Spring
Reunion on April 28, 2007. Knights of St. Andrew could be
seen working in all phases of the Spring Reunion. The Knights
of St. Andrew proudly displayed their regalia and served with
distinction. Some Knights made coffee, some assisted with
food preparation and cleanup, some worked on the stage crew,
some assisted with degree work where needed, and others helped
whenever and wherever asked. We are here to serve the Valley!

From Your Correspondent
Albert Pike: A Poet, Philosopher, Mage, Mystic, Lawyer,
Leader and a Comedian
Every Scottish Rite brother knows or has heard about Ill.
Bro. Albert Pike's intellectual genius. He worked as a school
teacher while studying for admission to Harvard. He composed
a series of acclaimed poems. He explored the expanding American Frontier as a pioneer and trapper. He worked as a typesetter, printer, editor-eventually becoming a newspaper owner. He
studied, practiced and wrote about law becoming a recognized
expert in Indian Treaties and Roman Civil Law. He served as a
Judge. He excelled in esoteric studies catching the eye of the
Masonic community, especially the Scottish Rite communities
of New Orleans, LA and Charleston, SC. He served as Grand
Master of Kadosh of the Grand Consistory of New Orleans.
While in New Orleans, he began Morals & Dogma, a text still
widely considered the definitive monitor of the Scottish Rite
degrees. He fought as a General in the Civil War. He was elected
to serve as our Sovereign Grand Commander. He expounded
upon Scottish Rite and esoteric philosophy by authoring far
too many books, lectures, speeches, and manuscripts to list here.
However, given all of Ill. Bro. Pike's intellectual accomplishments, his friends considered him to be, among many other
things, a faithful friend, a confidant, a story-teller, a songwriter, a singer, a dancer, a hunter, and a gourmet chef. For
more information about Ill. Bro. Pike's extraordinary life, I
would encourage everyone to read two biographies: A Life of
Albert Pike by Walter Lee Brown (1997) and Albert Pike: The
Man Behind the Monument by Ill. Bro. Jim Tresner (1995).
Both of these books shed light upon Pike's life. We tend to
perceive Ill. Bro. Pike as an unapproachable icon and intelleccontinued page 13
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Valley of New Orleans-From Your Correspondent
continued from page 13:

tual giant (honors that he no doubt deserves). However, with
very little surprise, I recently discovered yet another category
in which Ill. Bro. Pike excelled. He was considered an internationally acclaimed humorist. While researching another Masonic topic using Google Books on the Internet, I discovered
an compilation of funny stories, songs, and jokes from 1859
called The Cyclopedia of Wit and Humor wherein Ill. Bro. Pike
had authored two selections: a funny song and a story. This
was quite an accomplishment considering that both of his entries for the encyclopedia were chosen from submissions received from America, Ireland, Scotland, and England. I enjoyed reading his song since it describes an unknown person's
humorous trip from Arkansas to New Orleans. I hope that Ill.
Bro. Pike was describing a friend! The song provides a unique
insight and description of life in New Orleans at our around
the time of Ill. Bro. Pike's stay. I have reproduced the song
below. Please pay particular attention to the parts about New
Orleans. It really hasn't changed much since 1853! Les Bon
Temps Roule
Fiat Lux,
Marc Conrad, 32° KStA

This Fine Arkansas Gentleman!
by Albert Pike (1853)

And when he wants to feast his friends, he has nothing more to doThan
to leave the potlid off, and the decently behaved birds fly straight
into the pot, know he'll shoot ‘em if they don't, and he has a splendid
stew,
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
This fine Arkansas gentleman makes several hundred bales, Unless
from drought, or worn, a bad stand, or some other d-d contingency,
his crop is short, or fails: And when it's picked, and ginned, and
baled, he puts it in a boat, And gets aboard himself likewise, and
charters the bar, and has a devil of a spree, while down to New Orleans he and his cotton float,
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
And when he gets to New Orleans he sacks a clothing store, And puts
up a the City Hotel, the St. Louis, the St. Charles, the Verandah, and
all the other hotels in the city, if he succeeds in finding any more;
Then he draws upon his merchant, and goes about and treats Every
man from Kentucky, and Arkansas, and Alabama, and Virginia, and
the Choctaw Nation, and every other d-d vagabond he meets!
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
The last time he went down there, when he thought of goin back,
After staying about fifteen days, or less, he discovered that by lending and by spending, and being a prey in general to gamblers, hackmen, loafers, brokers, hosiers, tailors, servants, and many other individuals, white and black, He'd distributed his assets, and got rid
of all his means, And had nothing left to show for them, barring two
or three headaches, an invincible thirst, and extremely general and
promiscuous acquaintance in the aforesaid New Orleans;
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
Now, how this gentleman got home is neither here nor there,
But I've been credibly informed that he swore worse than forty-seven
pirates, and fiercely combed his hair; And after he got safely home,
they say he took an oath That he'd never bet a cent again at any
game of cards; and, moreover, for want of decent advisers, he Forswore whiskey and women both;
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
This fine Arkansas gentleman went strong for Pierce and King, And
so came on to Washington to get a nice fat office, or some other
mighty comfortable thing; But like him from Jerusalem that went to
Jericho, He fell among thieves again, and could not win a bet whether
he coppered or not, so his cash was bound to go-This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!

Now all good fellows listen, and a story I will tell
Of a mighty clever gentleman, who lives extremely well
In the western part of Arkansas, close to the Indian line,
Where he gets drunk once a week on whiskey, and immediately sobers
himself completely on the very best of wine;
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
This fine Arkansas gentleman has a mighty fine estate Of five or six
thousand acres or more of land, that will be worth a great deal some
day or other, if he don't kill himself too soon, and will only condescend to wait; And four or five dozen [workers] that would rather
work than not, And such quantities of horses, and cattle, and pigs,
and other poultry, that he never pretends to know How many he has
got:
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
This fine Arkansas gentleman has built a splendid house, On the edge
of a big prairie, extremely well populated with deer, hares, and grouse;
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So when his monies all were gone he too unto this bed, And Dr.
Reyburn physicked him, and the chambermaid, who had a great affection for him, with her arm held up is head; And all his friends
came weeping round, and bidding him adieu, And two or three dozens preachers, whom he didn't know at all, and didn't care a curse if
he didn't, came praying for him too,
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
They closed his eyes and spead him out all ready for the tomb,
And merely to console themselves, they opened the biggest kind of a
game of faro right there in his
own room; But when he herd the checks he flung the linen off his
face,
And swung out just precisely as he used to do when he was alive,
"Prindle, don't turn! hold on! I go twenty on the king, and copper on
the ace!"
This fine Arkansas gentleman, close to the Choctaw line!
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Monroe Scottish Rite Golf

Valley of Monroe-Valley News
continued from page 9:

On Saturday, June 16, 2007, the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodes
will hold their annual Golf Tournament. All you duffers, golfers and interested players come join us at Pine Hills Country
Club for a Four Person Scramble at $300.00 per team. Registration at 10:00 A.M. Lunch served at 11:00 A.M. with a Shotgun start at 1:00 P.M. Win prizes for: longest drive, closest to
the pin and many others. Enjoy great food and good fellowship. Come have a lot of fun and support a great foundation.
The proceeds go to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation to
help support the Rite-Care Speech and Hearing Centers (50%)
and to the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies for the support and
maintenance (50%). Let's all have a great day!

A Good Laugh Is Good Medicine
I remember that the late Grady Nutt of Grand Ole Opry
Fame, when asked if he thought God had a sense of humor,
answered with the question, "Did you ever look in the Mirror"?
Some additional points to ponder--1.The nicest thing about the future is that is always starts tomorrow.
2.Money will buy a fine dog but only kindness will make him
wag his tail.
3.If you don't have a sense of humor, you probably don't have
any sense at all.
4.Seat belts are not as confining as a wheelchair.
5.People will forget what you said; people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.
6.By the time a man can read a woman like a book, he is too
old to start a library.
7.Old accountants never die, they just lose their balance.
8.I dialed a number and got the following recording. "I am not
available right now, but thank you for caring enough to call. I
am making some changes in my life. Please leave a message
after the beep. If I do not return your call, you are one the
changes.
I read these in the Keystone High Twelve Dallas Scottish
Rite News, and Norfolk Virginia Scottish Rite Mirror.

Lake Charles Valley News
from page 10 continued:

Guest Speakers
Venerable Master Harold Young, 33° invited Mrs. Juanita
Wilkerson, Deputy Grand Worthy Matron of the Louisiana
Grand Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star, as guest speaker
for the May stated meeting. Ms. Juanita provided an overview
of the Eastern Star and listed the charity designations for this
year and next. She also gave us the necessary Masonic references necessary to join the Eastern Star, offered petitions to
any interested non-members, and was happy that her husband
George, son-in-law Pete Patin, and grandson Ryan Patin are
all Scottish Rite masons in the Lake Charles Valley. We want
to thank her for taking the time from her busy schedule to visit
with us.

Beryl C. Franklin, 33 °

Building the Flag
Our very own Most Worshipful Joseph H. Baker, Jr.,
33°KCCH, PGM and Vice President of Nation Sojourners has
arranged for the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies to see a very,
very interesting and soul-stirring patriotic slide program for
our July 5, 2007 meeting. This is one meeting you and your
family can enjoy together. It will also help restore some of the
love we have for our Country. After the attempts of some lessthoughtful people to destroy love of Country and love of God it
will help restore your faith in God and Country. While we pay
lip service to patriotism in many cases, this program will help
rebuild the foundation that was laid down by your parents and
forefathers that may have been undermined by non-believers
and those who delight in bashing our Great Country. As you
know, there are those who want to delete "under God" from the
Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and in some extreme cases,
even delete the pledge from our schools. The Scottish Rite
teaches Reverence for your God, Love and Loyalty to your Country as well as to stress Tolerance as a few cardinal principles of
the Rite.

Deputy Grand Worthy Matron Juanita Wilkerson

Grand High Priest Michael Laurence of the Louisiana Grand
Commandery of Royal Arch Masons and member of the Lake
Charles Scottish Rite was the guest speaker at our March 21st
stated meeting and talked on the history of York Rite Masons.
His talk was informative and well received.

Grand High Priest Michael Laurence
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them to heart and use and practice them, do they mean anything to us? Or do we repeat them as rote, mechanical, robotlike beings moving along an assembly-like line to get to the
next level? Learning to listen to the lessons, really learning
the lessons, and practicing and implementing the lessons and
thereby improving ourselves - Scottish Rite's goal.
The orations at the end of each of our Scottish Rite Degrees
are beautiful summaries of the Degree, bringing together the
most important lessons of that degree to be remembered - the
true means communication - tell what is going to be told (the
Class Director's preparatory remarks), tell it (the Degree), and
tell what was told (the oration). Do we listen to the oration?
Do we get the lesson that was told - hopefully learning the
lesson of the Degree? In our little Orient of Louisiana, we
have just completed our Spring Reunions and a number of
bright, excited, interested and enthusiastic Master Masons have
become Masters of the Royal Secret - did we excite them, did
we challenge them, will we keep them coming back and being
involved? If these new Masters of the Royal Secret were challenged to Learn, excited by the way the Degrees were presented,
reminded by the Oration, and invited to become a part of the
work - then we did our job of helping them to learn and to
improve themselves.
Why did you join Freemasonry, and then why did you join
Scottish Rite Masonry? What came you here to do? We have
all come symbolically from Jerusalem, and if we Learn, if we
subdue our Passions, if we Improve ourselves, then we are truly
living the lessons taught through our Degrees. At your next
Reunion, attend and observe, learn from the Degrees, listen
and absorb the Orations. May we continue to learn, to subdue
aspects of our lives not worthy of Freemasonry, and to improve
each day as Scottish Rite Masons. Thank you for continuing
to be a Scottish Rite Mason

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Deputy in Louisiana

Whence Came You?
Most of us remember the opening question to the beginning of our Journey into Freemasonry. Most understand that
the answer was symbolic since there is no Lodge of Saint John
the Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist in Jerusalem as mentioned in that answer. But we forget about the symbolism. The
patron saints of Freemasonry were originally a larger part of
our ceremonies and pointed the way to Light - coming from
the East (the new city - the new Jerusalem) - the rising sun, the
beginning of a new day, a new life, a new awareness - Knowledge; Truth. In Scottish Rite, we continually talk about Truth
in our Degrees - seeking it, claiming it, making it a part of our
being. The second question has also always intrigued me What came you here to do? The answer may not be repeated
properly, in my opinion - it tells us to learn to subdue our passions and improve ourselves - and most repeat it just that way.
But, what if it were rephrased - to Learn; to Subdue my Passions; and Improve Myself - it takes on a whole new meaning.
To Learn should be every Freemasons challenge, to subdue our
passions our goal, and to improve ourselves our reward. Scottish Rite attempts through the Degrees to assist us to Learn.
By lessons learned through the Degrees and practicing of those
lessons, we can indeed subdue our passions, and thus we improve ourselves. The "College of Freemasonry", Scottish Rite,
has as its challenge that great duty to assist every Freemason
who enters the Scottish Rite to achieve the lessons offered in
the Craft Degrees - to improve upon and to increase the level
of Learning; to make us want to improve ourselves.
A good friend and a mentor who is a teller of great stories,
once told of his Father joining a Lodge as a young man and
receiving the Entered Apprentice Degree. Years went by and
the Father never returned to the Lodge. The son came of age
and joined the same Lodge. He served the Lodge well and one
day went to his Father and asked him why he had never returned to receive the rest of his Degrees? The Father confessed to his son that he was challenged in that first Degree to
subdue his passions, and he had only recently achieved that
goal at age 65, and he was finally ready to return and continue
his Journey into Freemasonry. A great story, and supposedly
true, but reminding us of what the "words" really mean that we
are given in our Degrees. Do we listen to them, do we take

Bill Mollere, Deputy
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Did You Know?
Members of the Supreme Council
Article IV, Section 1
This Supreme Council consists of not
more than thirty-three Active Members
(Sovereign Grand Grand Inspectors General) and such Emeriti and Honorary
Members as the Supreme Council may
elect. The Active Members shall be so
distributed that no Orient within its general jurisdiction shall have more than one
Member.
Next issue: What happens when a vacancy occurs?

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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I Don’t Know
Why is gasoline priced with 9/10th of
a dollar instead of rounding up to a whole
number?
Is this why in 1999 the Mississippi
Legislature eliminated teaching of fractions and decimal points from the mathematics curriculum of all public secondary schools?
Why is the Circumambulation clockwise, by way of the South, until the death
of our Grand Master and then it is
counter-clockwise?
Why aren’t the Three R’s taught as
Respect for yourself; Respect for others
and Responsibility for all your actions?
Why do people say “It tastes just like
chicken” when in fact it really does taste
like fried armadillo or nutria?
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