Louisiana
Scottish Rite Trestleboard
JUNE - JULY 2009

Scottish Rite

ORIENT OF LOUISIANA

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Volume 11 Issue 3

out clear and orderly to the inner mind".
The symbolic Camp of the 32nd Degree is, quite possibly,
the most intricate of all geometric symbols in all of Masonry.
Indeed, as we proceed
you will find out that
it is also much more
than a geometric symbol. It is at once the
clearest and most condensed expression of
the main tenets of
Scottish Rite esoteric
philosophy, aptly
named "The Royal
Secret". By way of introduction to the study
of Scottish Rite symbols in general, I will
caution the reader that he is entering an arcane world of allegory, drama, and veiled metaphors, not one of cold syllogisms
or impersonal equations. Plenty of pitfalls await the student.
Rule number one is: Try not to mistake the symbol for
the thing symbolized. To illustrate, let us begin analyzing the
Camp from the center outwards. At the very center of the Camp
we see a St. Andrew's Cross. We are, of course, familiar with
the legends surrounding the Knights of St. Andrew, having
studied them in the 29th Degree. Except that here, the Cross is
more than just a cross, more than just the symbol as we know
it. Although any cross is naturally evocative of the number 4,
in this context, the thing symbolized is actually 5, according
to Albert Pike's own "Legenda XXXII". Incidentally, some old
versions of the 32nd Degree ritual in my collection - including
some from pre-1850's Grand Orient Jurisdictions - actually
place a five-pointed star in place of the cross at the center of
the Camp. The reason is that here the number 5 represents the
central point, 1, the unit, the Deity, and the arms of the cross
represent 4, as in the four elementary principles of Geometry,
the four cardinal points, four seasons, and perhaps more importantly, the four alchemical elements: Earth, Air, Water, Fire.
We shall make a more detailed study of these in connection
with the Celestial Cross in Part II as we decode the meaning of
the standards along the pentagon. Suffice it to say that the theme
of "one containing within itself the first four emanations" is a
Cabbalistic symbol of paramount importance, a fact also underscored by the symbolic placement of the highest ranking
officer of the Scottish Rite - our Sovereign Grand Commander
-- at the theoretical intersection point of the cross-bars.
Moving on to the next element in our analysis and proceeding again from the center outward, we encounter the Circle,

The Symbolic Camp of the 32°
Mysteries of Sacred Geometry and Masonic Astronomy
by
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of New Orleans
Are Scottish Rite symbols, rituals, and philosophy really
relevant to our daily lives? Is esoteric knowledge compatible
with modern science? Will any of it serve to strengthen our
Faith? In what way? Does the term "below" in the fundamental Hermetic axiom "As Above, So Below" refer literally to a
spatial-temporal location, or does it actually hint at a mysterious system of correspondences between the sacred Geometry
of the heavens and the structure of the human mind or body?
Does a true Adept of the Mysteries really become a "better
man"?
These were just some of the questions racing through my
mind as I stared blankly at the large and well-worn backdrop
painting of the 32nd Degree Camp on the day of my initiation
into the Scottish Rite. Now, several years later, after ploughing my way through over 2,000 Masonic and esoteric books in
a relentless quest to build up a Masonic Library that I could be
proud of, after negotiating a sometimes-overwhelming gauntlet of voluminous tomes, book market auctions, countless Masonic Research societies and tens of gigabytes of electronic files,
I am at last beginning to glean a few answers as I continue to
scratch the surface. I decided to write this series of musings on
the 32nd Degree Camp not merely to boast about my own sense
of joy and excitement, which cannot possibly interest anyone
else, but rather with the sincere hope that at least one of my
readers might become sufficiently inspired by the beauty and
richness of Scottish Rite symbolism to decide to undertake a
serious study of its philosophy.
Freemasonry, no matter the Rite or geographical location,
is always a spiritual and social process, not a "thing". A Master of the Royal Secret who earnestly seeks to unlock the deepest mysteries of the Scottish Rite undergoes a subtle, often
unforeseen "conversion": he ceases to be just a card-carrying
member, although you'll notice he always takes care to renew
his membership promptly at year's end; you won't see him just
"working the chairs", although you'll notice he welcomes active positions. Thus the avid student becomes a true Mason,
and his Masonry is to him a very relevant and integral part of
his daily life. Freemasonry for him at last becomes a journey
inward, an archetypal quest, or as a noted author on Sacred
Geometry - John Michell -- brilliantly put it, " a method
whereby certain incommunicable knowledge can be gained
through a course of study in preparation for induced moments
of perception, in which aspects of the hidden universe stand

continued on page 12
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Inspectors General Honorary
Section IV, Sec. 9: Members Qualifications: Not
less than thirty days before each regular session
of the Supreme Council each Sovereign Grand
Inspector General and each Deputy of the Supreme of the Supreme Council may file in the
office of the Grand Executive Director, in the
number below specified, the written nominations
for Inspectors General Honorary, Masters of the
Royal Secret who are bona fide residents and
members in good standing of Subordinate Bodies of this jurisdiction, who have attained the
age of thirty-five years and who have had conferred upon them the rank and decoration of
Knight Commander of the Court of Honour at
least forty-six months before the session at which
the nominations are to be voted on, to receive
the Thirty-third Degree and to be Honorary
Members of the Supreme Council with the rank
and dignity of Inspector General Honorary.
Knight Commander of the Court of Honour
Section XIV, Sec. 2: Not less than thirty days
before each regular session of the Supreme Council each Sovereign Grand Inspector General and
each Deputy of the Supreme Council may file,
in the number below specified, in the office of
the Grand Executive Director, the written nominations of Masters of the Royal Secret who are
members in good standing in his Orient, for the
rank and decoration of Knight Commander of
the Court of Honour. Nominations filed less than
thirty before any such session shall not be considered at that session, except by unanimous
consent. Nominations shall be made upon blanks
furnished by the Grand Executive Director, and
must state the name in full of each nominee, the
place and date of his birth, his occupation, his
residence, the date when he received the Thirtysecond Degree, the names and location of the
Bodies of the Rite with which he is affiliated,
and a brief statement of his specific services rendered in behalf of this Rite. Provided, that when
the nominee is either a resident of or a member
of Bodies in another Orient under this general
jurisdiction, the approval of such nomination by
the Sovereign Grand Inspector General or Deputy
of the Supreme Council in such other Orient shall
be obtained, and such nomination shall be
charged to the Orient of the Sovereign Grand
Inspector General of Deputy of the Supreme
Council making the same. A Sovereign Grand
Inspector General of a Deputy of the Supreme
Council may not nominate to the rand and decoration of Knight Commander of the Court of
Honour anyone who has not received the Thirtysecond Degree at least forty-six months before
the session at which the nomination is to be voted
on, and has not a Patent of the Thirty-second
Degree from the Supreme Council or another
grand jurisdiction, which has been officially
endorsed by the officers of the Bodies of an Orient in this jurisdiction with which he has be become affiliated, and who in not an affiliated
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Albert J. Meek, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KStA
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, DGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: J. F. “Jeff” Webb, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana
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Master Mason and a member of a Lodge of Perfection, Chapter of Rose Croix, Council of
Kadosh, and Consistory of an Orient of this jurisdiction .

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of
his parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer
came to his repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote
‘Revelation 3:20’ on the back of it and stuck it
in the door.
When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been
returned.. Added to it was this cryptic message,
‘Genesis 3:10.’
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins ‘Behold, I stand at the door
and knock.’ Genesis 3:10 reads, ‘I heard your
voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was
naked.’

Your silence gives consent.
Plato

Calendar of Events
Supreme
October 4-6
Supreme Council
Washington DC
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Shreveport
November 13
Honors Day
Shreveport
November 14
Reunions
New Orleans
Shreveport
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Monroe

Sept 26
Sept 19-20
Sept 12-13
Oct 17-18
Oct 31
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Contributions
The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized.
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Bruce Lynn
Grand Chapter of The Eastern Star
In Memory of Charles Kramsvogel
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Irl Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl Franklin
In Memory of Joe C Cabuk
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl Franklin
D. W. Jessen Engineering
Scholarship Donations
In Memory of Edward Meaux
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC
Brandon Keck

People are like stained-glass windows.
They sparkle and shine when the sun is
out, but when the darkness sets in,
their true beauty is revealed only
if there is light from within.
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross

Socialism is a philosophy of failure, the
creed of ignorance, and the gospel of envy,
its inherent virtue is the equal sharing of
misery.
Winston Churchill

When wealth is lost, nothing is lost;
when health is lost, something is lost; when
character is lost, all is lost.
Billy Graham

Foundation Officers 2009-2010
S. Bruce Easterly
William V. King
E. Louis McGee
Robert C. Joyner
William J. Mollere
John L. Atkinson
Harry E. Moseley
William H. Brown
I. C. Turnley, Jr.
Neal R. Crane

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Chairman
Executive Director
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest;
Second, by imitation, which is easiest; and
third by experience, which is the bitterest.
Confucius

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
LSU Baton Rouge
Molly Kay Dart
Kathryn F. Mullis
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Thoughts From The Past
Freemasonry has tenets peculiar to
itself. They serve as testimonials of character and qualifications, which are only
conferred after due course of instruction
and examination.
These are of no small value; they
speak a universal language, and act as a
passport to the attentions and support of
the initiated in all parts of the worlds.
They cannot be lost as long as memory
retains its power. Let the possessor of
them be expatriated, shipwrecked or imprisoned, let him be stripped of everything he has got in the world, still those
credentials remain and are available for
use as circumstances require.
The good effects they have produced
are established by the most incontestable
facts of history. They have stayed the uplifted hand of the destroyer; they have
softened the asperities of the tyrant; they
have mitigated the horrors of captivity;
they have subdued the rancor of malevolence; and broken down barriers of political animosity and sectarian alienation.
On the field of battle, in the solitudes
of the uncultivated forest or in the busy
haunts of the crowded city, they have
made men of the most hostile feelings,
the most distant regions, and diversified
conditions, rush to aid of each other, and
feel a special joy and satisfaction that
they have been able to afford relief to a
Brother Mason.
Benjamin Franklin
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Outside -- "Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!"
Inside -- "Brother", an' it doesn't do no 'arm.
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square,
An' I was Junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there!

Reflections on the Degree Knights Rose Croix
by

Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH

The Mother-Lodge by Rudyard Kipling
There was Rundle, Station Master,
An' Beazeley of the Rail,
An' 'Ackman, Commissariat,
An' Donkin' o' the Jail;
An' Blake, Conductor-Sargent,
Our Master twice was 'e,
With 'im that kept the Europe-shop,
Old Framjee Eduljee.

When I reflect on the degrees of the Ancient and accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry I tend to search for the beauty
that is present in all of them. However, in that quest I almost
always return my contemplations to the Degree Knight Rose
Croix. In my opinion this is the most beautiful, most instructive, most inspiring, and most elusive of all of the twenty-nine
advanced degrees. It is that elusive quality that makes it beautiful.
To the Candidate, who is viewing
it for the first time, this Eighteenth
Degree would seem to be a Christian
degree. The Rosy Cross is the focus
of the degree and the crucifixion of
the Christ is actually mentioned
therein. It is emphasized that this is
only one representation of the Rosy
Cross and that this degree should not
be accepted as purely Christian. The
Egyptian Ankh and the Cross of
Mithras are also included.
I am a professing Christian and,
as a longtime Scottish Rite Freemason and a participant in the degree
in three different Valleys in three different Orients, I see this degree from a Christian perspective. I
participate in the feeling of loss and despair in the first section. I revel in the joy of resurrection, rediscovery, and Hope
that is celebrated at the end of the degree. I find something
new to learn each time the degree is done, especially if I am a
participant in the cast.
However, my orientation as a Christian is part of what causes
this degree to be somewhat elusive in its meaning. Some, not
all, Christians see their religion as absolute, "I am the Way,
the Truth, and the Life. No one cometh to the Father but by
Me," is a scripture that is often used to justify an absolute position or perspective. We also know that many people of other
faiths and cultures are just as adamant that their way is the
only way.
I first read Brother Kipling's
poem, "The Mother-Lodge," around
thirty- three years ago, perhaps a year
after becoming a Freemason. I remember thinking, "Wow, if Freemasonry can bring men together like that
then there is hope for peace on earth.
We can all sit down with one another
and have calm sensible conversations,
often disagreeing, but with respect
and Brotherly love prevailing. We can each have confidence
and absoluteness in our own faith without disdaining other
faiths and cultures.
But, sad to say, even among Brothers in the Craft we often

Outside -- "Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!"
Inside -- "Brother", an' it doesn't do no 'arm.
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square,
An' I was Junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there!
We'd Bola Nath, Accountant,
An' Saul the Aden Jew,
An' Din Mohammed, draughtsman
Of the Survey Office too;
There was Babu Chuckerbutty,
An' Amir Singh the Sikh,
An' Castro from the fittin'-sheds,
The Roman Catholick!
We 'adn't good regalia,
An' our Lodge was old an' bare,
But we knew the Ancient Landmarks,
An' we kep' 'em to a hair;
An' lookin' on it backwards
It often strikes me thus,
There ain't such things as infidels,
Excep', per'aps, it's us.
For monthly, after Labour,
We'd all sit down and smoke
(We dursn't give no banquits,
Lest a Brother's caste were broke),
An' man on man got talkin'
Religion an' the rest,
An' every man comparin'
Of the God 'e knew the best.
So man on man got talkin',
An' not a Brother stirred
Till mornin' waked the parrots
An' that dam' brain-fever-bird;
We'd say 'twas 'ighly curious,
An' we'd all ride 'ome to bed,
With Mo'ammed, God, an' Shiva
Changin' pickets in our 'ead.
Full oft on Guv'ment service
This rovin' foot 'ath pressed,
An' bore fraternal greetin's
To the Lodges east an' west,
Accordin' as commanded
From Kohat to Singapore,
But I wish that I might see them
In my Mother-Lodge once more!
I wish that I might see them,
My Brethren black an' brown,
With the trichies smellin' pleasant
An' the hog-darn passin' down;
An' the old khansamah snorin'
On the bottle-khana floor,
Like a Master in good standing
With my Mother-Lodge once more!

continued on page 12
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Recent Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2009 Membership Fees are due
by December 31, 2008
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Conference

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Wednesday, June 3rd
Away meeting-Germania Lodge hosting
RSVP with our Secretary for meals

Wednesday, July 1st
Patriotic Program

Sunday, July 12th
Family Day-Hosted by KStA

Wednesday, August 5th
Bring a Friend Night
Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Harkening back to the early golden
days of the Scottish Rite in the Nineteenth
Century in New Orleans when the Louisiana Grand Consistory governed the
Scottish Rite Symbolic degrees, Lodges
of Perfection, Councils of Princes of
Jerusalem, Chapters Rose Croix, and
Councils of Kadosh, as subordinate bodies that were Chartered by it for that purpose and with permission of the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana (1812) which had
created Symbolic Chambers within its
bosom for that purpose, the Valley, in
2009, embraced that history again and
held several of its Consistory meetings
outside of the Valley's historic home on
Carondelet Street. The Valley stretched
its legs with the kind assistance of several blue lodges and the Jerusalem Shrine
who were given the honor of hosting the
Consistory during the months of March,
April, May, and for an upcoming meeting June at Germania Lodge. On March
4th, the Valley met at Bayou Fellowship
Lodge in Cutoff, Louisiana. All attending the event at Bayou Fellowship Lodge
enjoyed the kind Cajun hospitality and
good food offered by these down-thebayou brothers, many of whom have
cooked for the Valley in the past. Bro.
Marc Conrad, 32º, KSA, KCCH delivered
the allocution to an open audience and
lectured about the unique legacy that
Louisiana has regarding to the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite and
Louisiana's French Heritage. On April
1st, the Valley continued its trek on the
road when William D. White Lodge in
Gretna, hosted the Consistory for its
stated meeting and its Rose Croix
Chapter's Service of Remembrance. Over
eighty attended this solemn and impressive event where the brethren and the
Valley's guests enjoyed a serving of Paschal lamb brought for the event by Bro.
Ion Lazar, 32º KCCH and his wife. On
May 6th, the Jerusalem Shrine hosted the
Valley and provided the jovial fraternal
hospitality to the Valley that one would
5

expect from another organization with a
charitable heart and a penchant for joy,
clowns and circuses. Finally, on May 9th,
the brethren met and successfully completed the Valley's Spring Reunion. The
Scottish Rite degrees were brought to life
again by the Valley's devoted degree
teams and its stage and theatrical workers. With the completion of another Reunion, there is now another class of Scottish Rite brothers who have been given
the task of carrying the Scottish Rite's
message back to their mother lodges,
their families, and in the communities in
which they live. We look forward to seeing these newly made Scottish Rite brothers in the upcoming Valley meetings. All
are welcome and we welcome our newest
brothers with brotherly love.

Honors Banquet at Timberlane
The Timberlane Country Club in
Gretna, an impressive establishment
nestled amidst green acres, was the location selected by the New Orleans Valley
to host its second Annual Honors Dinner. This is a relatively new Program to
our Valley, a very popular and successful
initiative started last year by our General
Secretary, Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert 33º, under the direction of our Personal Representative, Ill. Bro. Charles McCarty 33º.
All current recipients of Scottish Rite
Honors, KCCH and 33° IGH, received
personal invitations to attend the Dinner.
Ill. Bro. Frank Silva 33º, presiding
officer of our Valley's Circle of 33, and
his lady Nellie were once again the gracious hosts as well as the organizers of
this banquet. No detail was overlooked,
right down to the personalized place
cards on each table, the seating charts,
and the beautiful decorations. As the attendees began arriving around 6:30 for
the reception, each of them was personcontinued on page 13

In Memoriam
God is Good
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Shreveport Foundation

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, June 9th
Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Special Program presentation

A critical condition has developed
concerning our Temple. The air conditioning system is inoperative and the
Summer is rapidly approaching. It is
critical that we maintain a controlled environment in the building to prevent deterioration of the building and contents,
and also to provide a comfortable environ
for the Children and Teachers in the
Speech and Language program and for
our many visitors. An Emergency Appeal to all the brothers was mailed, asking everyone to donate $100.00 or more
to this cause. We need to raise approximately $50,000 to get the system repaired. Please, we need all to help in this
emergency. Send your tax-deductible contributions to: Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation, Inc. (SSRFI) P. O. Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161. Remember Charity is the foundation principal upon which
all other Masonic teaching must rest in
order to obtain the fullest application or
meaning.

Tuesday, July 14th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.

Special Recognition

2009 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

E Allen Kelly, 32 °
Carey C Allison, 32º
Joseph E Moore, 32º
John F Ayer, 32°

Knights of St. Andrew
At a special meeting called by the
Knight Commander, three Squires were
granted the privilege and honor of having the title of Knight bestowed upon
them. The Shreveport Chapter is proud
to announce that Gary Rushworth, John
Autry, and John Knox are now Knighted
and bestowed the title of such, and are
now full members of the KStA. If you are
interested in being actively involved in
the Valley, dedicated to service and eager to participate, talk to any Knight and
let them know. They'll get you an application.

KCCH Club
2009 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Richard L Hollier, 33°
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
H Edward Durham, 33º

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Stanford L Jensen, 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
Sr., 33°

Gary L Gribble., 33°
Charles F Jackson, 33º
Larry B Ledbetter,

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Richard L Hollier, 33 °
Prior:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º
Preceptor:
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

George A McAnn, 33° and Kenneth R Barnes, 33 °

A luncheon at Barksdale Air Force Base
was followed by presentations by Governor
Piyush “Bobby” Jindal to the veterans of the
United States Armed Forces. The presentations, included Certificates and Honor
Medals, were to acknowledge the service
of Louisiana Veterans.
Two of the several hundred men and
women in attendance, were George McAnn
and Ken Barnes. These veterans and brothers served in WWII and continue to serve
the Valley in many capacities.
6

The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month of the 1st
District Lodge meeting. President Pat
Houston, 32° KCCH is looking for Red
Hats to participate in several programs
including the presentation of the Rose On
the Altar. The next KCCH Club meeting
is July 14th at 5:30. upstairs in the Club
room. KCCH honorees are members of
the club and are encouraged to attend.
Our labors did not cease upon receipt of
the honors. Please come and participate.
Fraternally
Pat Houston, President KCCH Club
continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Thomas L. Bogue, 32°
George Henry Brooks, 32°
Bobby Joe Grantham, 32°
Mckenzie Johnson, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
Personally Speaking
Come join us in our pursuit of more light
by regularly attending our Valley meetings
and remember the old adage, “The more you
put into it, the more you get out of it.”

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2009Membership fees were due
December 31, 2008

Master Craftsman Program

2009 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:

Wednesday, June 17th

Venerable Master:C Clifford Heath, Jr. 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Daryl G Johnson, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Nolan R Gamble, 32º, KCCH

Masonic Heroes

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:

Wednesday, July 15th
Carl Cludey Masonic Play

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Wednesday, August 19th

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Annual Charter out of town trip

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Fall Reunion
September 12-13
Wednesday, September 16th
Honor Past Venerable Masters & 50
Year members

Wednesday, October 21st
Feast of Tishri

Annual Family Day
October 24
Wednesday, November 18th
Recognition of Masonic Charities

Wednesday, December 4th

Allen R Fruge’, 33°
Harry C Northrop III, 32º KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
William B Powell, 32° KCCH
James M Kilpatrick, 33º

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Donald R Verret, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Murray C “Bo” House, 33º
Prreceptor:
Herrin J Ducote, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

Pot Luck Covered Lunch

Wednesday, December 16th
Election of Officers
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month.(Except November & December)

It is not the critic who counts, not the one
who points out how the strong man stumbled,
or how the doer of deeds might have done them
better. The credit belongs to the man who is
actually in the arena, whose face is marred with
sweat and dust and blood; who strives valiantly;
who errs and comes up short again and again;
who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause;
and who, if he fails, at least fails while daring
greatly, so that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who know neither
victory nor defeat.
TR
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The Supreme Council now offers two
new additional tools for students enrolled
in the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman
Program. First, Bro. Brent Morris, 33º
has created an useful index in pdf format
to the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and
Guide. This index is a vital tool in researching the answers to the questions in
the Program. And, second, the Supreme
Council has posted a new reading guide
for each quiz so students can begin reading and preparing for the next quiz while
waiting for the new testing materials and
the return of their graded materials.You
can see both of these valuable research
tools on the Supreme Council's website:
http://www.scottishrite.org/.
Our Valley is looking for those select
brothers who are willing to devote themselves to becoming adepts in Scottish Rite
History and who also have desire to learn
more about the esoteric mysteries of our
degrees. You too can become part of the
select group of men in our Valley and
Orient who will earn a diploma and certificate in the Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Program. If you would like to enroll in the Master Craftsman course, you
may do so by asking our Valley's Secretary or going directly online to the Supreme Council's website and ordering the
program materials.

I N M EMORIAM
William Albert Glasspool, 32°
Hershel S Robinson, 32°
Mathew C Webb, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Personal Representative Notes

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GSW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2009 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, June 8th
21st Degree presentation

Monday, July 13th
25th Degree presentation

Monday, August 10th
28th Degree presentation

Monday, September 14th
Feash of Tishri - KCCH Club & KStA
conducts ceremony

Fall Reunion
October 17-18
Monday, October 12th
Danny Smith presents 8th Degree

Monday, November 9th
M:W: Jeff Webb, GM visit

Monday, December 14th
Election of Officers
Ill. William J Mollere, SGIG to be received
Note: The Advisory Conference meets at
5:30 prior to regular meetings.

The year of 2009 is moving so rapidly that I wish it would slow down. I
guess that is probably true for many of
us who see time passing us by and the
g rim reaper knocking on our door.
Enough of the morbid facts of like, lets
talk about something good. In April, my
wife and I had the opportunity to travel
with 3 of our kids and 11 of our grandkids
on a cruise. Had a great time and enjoyed
my family. Normally I wear a shirt or a
hat that displays some of my Masonic
affiliations and this trip was no different. One day I had on a Scottish Rite hat
and during the day a man said to me, "the
eagles are flying" and I did not respond.
The next day I had on a shirt with the
square & compasses and the same man
asked me "if I made any designs on the
trestleboard". My slow mind understood
this time and we started talking about our
Masonic connections. I found out he was
from Birmingham, Alabama and was a
Past Master of his lodge and their secretary and was active in the Scottish Rite
and Shrine. We talked several times during the cruise and I was really glad that I
wore the hat and shirt that proudly tells
people that I am a Mason. We are not a
secretive society but one with secrets.
This year we will award 50 year hats
to nine of our members. It humbles me
to know men who devote and dedicate 50
plus years to this great fraternity of ours.
I am proud to say that I know Robert Y.
Wicker 32° KCCH a 70 year member of
the Masonic fraternity, Amos Smith 32°
a 65 year member of this fraternity and
Houston Morgan 32° KCCH a 60 year
member of the fraternity. Brother Wicker
is a Past Master of two lodges and up until
the past year was active in Istrouma
Lodge. Brother Smith is also a two time
Past Master and is currently Tyler of Trinity Union Lodge and at every meeting.
Brother Morgan was my coach when I got
in the fraternity 43 years ago and he is
continued next column
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still going strong as he is a regular at
Masonic meetings. We are truly blessed
in the Baton Rouge Valley to have men
such as these brothers.
At our June meeting, the 21st degree
will be conferred and at our July meeting
the 25th degree will be conferred. We are
also going to announce our Off icers
Nominating Committee in June so they
can start working on officers for 2010.
Please keep our fall reunion, October 17th
& 18th, on your mind and start bringing
in the petitions.
Brethren, I am still promoting the
"Help your Brother Fund" and will continue to do so. If a brother calls me and
advises me he can't pay his dues as he
can't afford it, he needs to say nothing
more and it will be handled. If you want
to be a part of this club, send in your donation and mark it "Help your Brother
Fund" and you will be blessed.
I would be negligent if I did not thank
Brothers Nick Auck 32° KCCH, Danny
Smith 33°, Ricks Bowles 32° KCCH, Richard Harris 32°, Jimmie Dean Dunkin
32°, Dewitt Watts 32°, Joe Stroud 33° and
Russ Delaune 33° for all the extra you
do for me and the valley. I will try to recognize others in future publications.
I appreciate all you do for the Scottish Rite and always support your Blue
Lodge
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

From the Secretary’s Desk
This is the time of the year when all
the flowers are in bloom and everything
is green. It is a like a new start, the air
seems fresher, the sky is a more brilliant
blue and it is a very good time of the year.
You seem to feel better and this is an invigorating time that we all enjoy. It may
continued page 12

In Memoriam
God is Great
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2009 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Gregory L Wrenn, 32° KCCH
Joseph H Baker, 33º
Ralph H Owens, 33º

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2009 Membership fees are due by
December 31, 2008

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, June 4th
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
Joe Ratcliff, LMRT LPC - Speaker
The Advisory Conference meets on the
third Monday at 6 pm.

Thursday, July 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Program
Independence Day program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, August 3rd
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Michael A Watts, 32°
Randall S Hollis, 32º KCCH
Clifton Hall, Jr., 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
Earl D Killingsworth, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Elzy L Roberson, 32° KCCH
Louis A Franks, 32º
2nd Lt. Commander:

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
H Levern Defee, 32°
Prior:
Guy S Williams, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Jimmie Dale Yates, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Carl T Fatheree, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Flag Day this Month
On June 14th, some of us will stop
and remember! There will be many varied memories that will trigger the
thought processes of various people.
Some will remember a special happening that occurred that day. Others will
be reminded of some saddening occurrence that emerges from the recesses of
the wonderful organ, the brain. Those
that have happy remembrances may include those who realize that June 14th is
the day we honor our National Flag!
Some call her "the Red, White and Blue",
others call her "Old Glory". Some see the
Flag as an object of Respect and rebel at
those who desecrate it. Veterans will remember "good" and "bad" occasions that
occurred while, in service and proudly
remember "serving their Country" which
this Flag represents. Scottish Rite Masons are taught many lessons in the degrees they received on their way to becoming a "Master of the Royal Secret".
Among these important concepts was
that of Patriotism and respect for the
principles inculcated in our Constitution.
We as Scottish Rite Masons, whether we
are Veterans or not, should be aware of
the day we honor the Flag of Our Country!
9

Ill: Brother Robert G. Davis, 33°of
Guthrie, OK had an article published in
the June 1999 issue of The Scottish Rite
Journal on page 15, you will enjoy reading it.
Years ago, I was asked to give a talk
to a special group on the Flag and while
gathering information for my talk, I found
the following poem that had been written
by a young girl in the 8th grade. I thought
it said a lot about her and that I should
share it with my Brethren of the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry. Here it is!
THE FLAG
(by Stacy Frank, Grade 8)
This flag of red and white and blue
May not seem very much to you.
But as for me this banner flies
And with its mighty voice it cries
Out to people far and near
To proclaim our freedom here.
A small beginning, I agree,
But like the acorn to the tree,
Thirteen states we had at first,
But as our country grew, our thirst
For land and freedom did not stop,
That land did well; produced a crop
For countries of the world to share
And then they knew our flag was fair
And underneath this starry wing
Foreign peoples help to sing
The greatest story every told,
The story of our country bold.
Of its birth into the world
And of it s wondrous flag unfurled.
And over the world there ne'er will stand
The flag of any other land
That will mean as much to me
As this flag of liberty.

continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Joe Grice Cabuck, Jr., 33° PGM
Wilmer Donald Gilliespsie, 32°
Harry Taylor Statham, 32°
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continued from page 6
Shreveport Valley News:

continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News:

Spring Reunion

New Proverbs?
Somewhere in my reading, I came across these "Lighter
Side of Proverbs" It seems that a first grade teacher collected
well-known proverbs and she gave the first half of proverbs to
her students and asked them to white the ending. Here's what
they came up with:
Strike while the……….................................................…..Bug is close
You get out of something what you..........……see pictured on the box.
Don't bite the hand…........................................…….that looks dirty
Never underestimate the power of….....................................termites
When the blind lead the blind…....................…….get out of the way
If you lie down with dogs..................…you will stink in the morning
It's always darkest before..................................daylight saving time
If at first you don't succeed…................................get new batteries
Cry and…….......................................….you have to blow your nose
A miss is as good as…….......................................………….a mister
Children should be seen and not….......................................grounded
A penny saved……..……........................................……..is not much
An idle mind is……....................................….the best way to relax
Happy is the Bride……..............................who gets all the presents

Shreveport Scottish Rite Bodies’ Spring Reunion went
smoothly, as new Stage Director, Johnny C Byrd did an outstanding job coordinating the stage crews. Ballard L. Smith,
33° PGM-Personal Representatvie made presentations of Membership Cards, Bridge to Light and Valley Jewels to Kenneth
Wayne Holt, Richard Dallas Pullig, Louis John Squitier, Dennis Ray Bell, Sidney Allen Cox, Eric Hampton Little, Louis
Claude McBride, our newest Masters of the Royal Secret.
The Valley was honored to have M: W: J F “Jeff ” Webb, 33°
GM, along with members of his Official Family pay the Valley
a visit and welcomed the class.

JROTC Awards
Independence Day
On Thursday, July 2, 2009 the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will gather its membership and remember or reminisce about
previous Independence Day Celebrations. These memories will
even go back to special childhood celebrations and maybe some
will go back to special times at which celebrating was fun but
we didn't fully realize what all the fun was about or what we
were really celebrating. Now, these many years later we will
recall in greater detail what Independence Day means. Many
times we just say, "July 4th, fireworks and good food….maybe
even a reunion with relatives and friends with no in-depth realization of this important Day to recall.
This year, let us go back in time to that day in 1776 (can
you believe 233 years ago) when a group
of men who had left their homeland and
were trying to forge a new life, free of
oppression and censorship of every walk
of life, on a New Continent! Let us remember that many of our Founding Fathers were members of the Craft,
Brother Freemasons, hoping for greater Freedoms than any
other civilization had experienced. Let us remember, solemnly
their sacrifices as well as the legacies they built for us through
years of struggling against those of tyrannical inclinations, not
only of this new land but over the years have defended this
great Nation from foreign would-be invaders and usurpers of
our God-given bounty. Let us remember those who gave their
all, even to life itself, to enable us to be able to celebrate the
beginning of it all! May God continue to Bless those in this
Land of the Free!
Fraternally submitted
Dr. Beryl C. Franklin, PhD 33°
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Awards were presented at the annual Military Ball and
Awards Banquet. The Shreveport Valley presented twenty-five
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp Certificates and Medallions. These awards continue to be one of the most popular
presentation in this area. Cadet Lindsey Walls of Benton High
School Air Force Junior ROTC at their annual JROTC Military Ball and Awards banquet that was held in March. Presenting the Award was Ill. John L. Atkinson, 33° Grand Cross.

Air Force JROTC Cadet Lindsey Walls of Benton High School and John
Atkinson, 33 ° GC

Scottish Rite
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Baton Rouge Scottish Rite CENTER NEWS Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Childhood Learning Center
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center

It is hard to believe but we are about to complete the first
quarter of this New Year. We started the Semester with 12 children. Most of them have made exceptional progress others are
making better progress each day. To stand in the observation
room and watch them at work (play for the children) will make
you realize just how important this LITTLE operation of ours
really is. We are helping children.
Ms. Molly and Ms. Kate are still very enthused to be working with the children. The two young ladies are making a difference.
One of our Ladies, a widow, dropped to see me the other
day. She had never seen our Center. After observing what we
are doing she was amazed. She told me later that we were doing a great thing helping the children the way we are. I hear
this quite often from people, after their first visit.
Thank each of you for your interest, your time, and your
donations. This is your center, drop by and see what we are
doing. We can't do this without your help and support.

On Wednesday before Easter, the energetic wife of our General Secretary of the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies went the extra
mile. Marjorie Joyner has been a strong supporter of our Speech
and Hearing Center since its inception in September 1998. She
plans interesting Christmas Parties for the Children that includes the Clinicians, Supervisors, Administrator and gets her
friends involved. She is an excellent cook and baker. She plans
games where the children have a lot of fun and then a scrumptious array of goodies for refreshment.
At the Easter Party this year, she not only baked cup cakes
for all the children, staff and parents but made Easter Baskets
for each of our children, then hid them about the Lodge Room
at the Temple and let the children "find" a basket, filled with
eggs and goodies. You should have seen their eyes! The Administrator provided Russell Stover Easter Rabbits for the Children and Staff. It was a glorious time and helped strengthen
the bond already built between students and clinicians!
Beryl C Franklin, PhD 33°
Center Adminsitrator

Joe A Stroud, 33°
Center Adminsitrator

Mrs Betty Pritchard and Mrs Shirley Stroud prepared Easter Baskets for the
children.

The Scottish Rite Speech and Language Disorders was a project of Sister Juanita
Wilkinson, PGM for the 2008-2009 Grand Chapter Session. The monies collected
would be given to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation, State Chairman Shirley
Stroud is shown presenting the check to William J. Mollere, 33° SGIG.
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continued from page 4
Reflections on the 18th Degree:

continued from front page
The Symbolic Camp of the 32°:

hear disrespectful comments made about those who are of differing faiths and cultures. All of us are capable of the slighting comment about another's religion, culture, politics, or ethnic background. When we do this we are not giving a man the
opportunity to prove what kind of man he is. This opportunity
is something that all Freemasons owe to every person everywhere, not just other Freemasons. All too often we do not even
accord this measure of respect to other Freemasons.
A few weeks ago, directly after my Lodge's Stated Communication, I sat with my Brothers at a Festive Board. A paper
had been presented in Lodge that evening by Brother Sam Roberts. It was a beautifully researched and well-written paper by
Brother Sam, a ninety year old Brother who still believes that
he is wasting his time if he is not learning and. Brother Sam
is a consummate Mason because he exhibits the principle that
learning is wasted unless he teaches it to his Brothers.
Around the Festive Table, that evening, were several Methodists, three Jews, a few Baptists, a Hindu, a Muslim, at least
one Catholic, a Presbyterian, and possibly other faiths or denominations that I don't know about. We discussed Brother
Sam's paper. We "chased a few rabbits" that had nothing to do
with his paper. We challenged Brother Sam. We challenged
one another. We expressed our opinions and ideas. We disagreed, yes, even argued. Then we had our Tyler's Toast,
"Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again."
Later that night I thought, "Wow, if Freemasonry can bring
men together like that perhaps…
Yours in Service

on whose circumference are symbolically encamped the Inspectors General Honorary, or Masons of the 33rd Degree. If we
count the intersection point discussed above and which is at
the center of the Camp, we see that we actually are looking at
that most ubiquitous of Masonic symbols, the "Point within
the Circle". Again, as cautioned above, the "thing symbolized"
here vastly exceeds the symbol. The Circle represents the Deity. But although physically the Circle has a visible circumference, it is seen here as infinite because every point in it is at an
equal distance from the center, and the Circle is infinitely divisible. This has great philosophical significance; those who
are familiar with Astronomy and with higher Mathematics,
including harmonics and oscillatory motion, will be able to
interpret the point and the circle as a symbolic representation
of a limitless sphere whose center is everywhere and whose
circumference is nowhere. Let the Adept ponder this carefully,
for herein he may find the true key to Astrology and to the
Jupiter-Saturn dynamic relationship. The Astronomer, of
course, already knows it as the expansion-contraction cycle
proven by modern science. Incidentally, the Point within the
Circle" is the standard astrological glyph for the Sun.
Now here comes the tricky part. Remember Rule number
one? Even though the Circle is infinitely divisible as outlined
above, when we restrict our observation to just the field of integers we unexpectedly uncover a second layer of symbolism.
The sacred geometry of the Circle holds the keys to the arithmetical basis of the Hebrew alphabet, and with it, the promise
of deciphering the mystical system known as the Cabbala, which
provides the mathematical foundation for many of our Scottish Rite Degrees. The exact method of deriving this interpretation will be presented in Part III when we begin to discuss
the Camp in relation to allegorical imagery found in the Book
of Revelation.
Have you already found your "inner circle"? As we continue to study these mysterious symbols, we may decide to interpret them as guides and signposts along a mystical path toward self-discovery and self-knowledge. "Know Thyself" was
the motto carved in stone over the entrance to the school
founded by the immortal Greek philosopher Plato. Other civilizations, such as the Hebrew, Chinese, Indian, Roman, and
others viewed this self-knowledge and understanding as the
true mark of wisdom. The next article in this series shall focus
on the three mythical birds depicted inside the sacred Delta of
our Symbolic Camp and will examine the development and
use of their symbolism across these ancient cultures.

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley News From the Secretary’s Desk:

Rick Bowles

be that I am getting a little older and all these beautiful things
are becoming more important to me. I am happier when I see
old friends. Do you ever feel this way? For me it brings back
good memories and I recall the times spent with those who I
call friends. I get the same feelings when I run across a Mason
I met years ago and shared an experienced or two with him as
we progressed through our Masonic careers. I suppose he would
feel the same way.
I am sure you are wondering about now, where I am going
with all of this. Let me explain why I am telling you these
things. We have so many Brothers in the Scottish Rite who
join, attend for a while and stop attending our functions for
one reason or another. They continue to pay their dues on time
each year but we never see them anymore. Why is this happening? Somewhere along the line we have failed to hold your
interest. Think about this and see if you can remember what
happened. Was it a misunderstanding of some sort? We do not
know, but you know. The Scottish Rite values your membership and we are asking you to start coming to the meetings
again and see if you like what we are doing. Our Venerable
Master, Ricks Bowles, has someexciting programs lined up for
this year. When you get here reintroduce yourself. After the
meeting, let him know if you enjoyed the program. We are here
to serve you and we want to make the meetings interesting and
informative. If you are unable to attend, always remember that
we are your Fraternal Brothers and we care about you.
We are looking forward to seeing you again and having
the opportunity to fellowship with you.

Salve Frater!
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH
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continued fromprevious column
New Orleans Valley News-Esoteric Lecture:

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News-Honors Banquet:

ally welcomed by Brother Frank and Ms. Nellie and made to
feel at home. After a heartfelt prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag, the guests sat down to a sumptuous feast
which included a delicious corn and crab bisque, a fresh salad,
and a choice of Chicken Florentine or Redfish Almondine, plus
an irresistible dessert selection.
Following the formal welcome remarks from our hosts, Bro.
Charles McCarty conveyed warm greetings from Ill. Bro. William J Mollere 33º, SGIG, as well as a brief message from M.
Ill. Bro. Ronald A Seale, our Sovereign Grand Commander
who never misses an opportunity to keep in touch with us and
to look after his home Orient.
Bro. Lloyd Hebert 33º, delivered a succinct report on the
ongoing membership development initiatives in the Valley of
New Orleans, many of which are pioneering efforts statewide.
Ill. Bro. Hebert then delivered a comprehensive presentation
on all aspects of the work of our Scottish Rite Foundation, our
tireless workers in the quarries who labor silently toward the
maintenance and improvement of our facilities as well as many
other charitable projects. Our Venerable Master, Bro. Anthony
Radosti 32º KCCH, who was accompanied by his lady Julia,
continued with an enthusiastic welcome to the attendees and
was recognized for his inspiring leadership of our Valley's
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection.
The Annual Honors Dinner was once again a great success. The members and their ladies enjoyed the beautiful surroundings, the exquisite food selections and, most of all, the
unique sense of Fellowship which our Fraternity alone provides so generously.
Fraternally

isn't new. Nevertheless, I hope you will enjoy two examples of
this type of poem which I have provided below. I look forward
to receiving submissions from anyone who might give this a
try.
Demolay's Bones
Amber
cinders glowed
beneath the corpse.
The Last Grand Master
now resembled a charcoal statute-his skull & bones randomly arranged.
His final admonition, a curse, still lingering.
The fire consumed most of his monk's surcote.
Few threads of the Red Cross survived the flames.
The crowd murmured: Jacques de Molay, thou wilt be avenged!

The Cable-Tow
The
cable-tow tied
about living torso
forms a Gordian knot.
Can it be cleaved asunder?
It's The Builder's sacred Golden Cord.
Quickly cast to the floor slowly unwinding,
it binds one to the Fraternity's fellowship forever.
Now coiled like a sleeping serpent alongside Holy Altar,
it awaits another faithful, trusting Brother until its next embrace.

Ion Lazar, 32 ° KCCH

From Your Correspondent

Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee
Of late, I have been experimenting with a form of poetic
expression and puzzle that I call "Pythagorean Poetry," that
has offered me much artistic freedom to write about and explore esoteric and Masonic topics. I recently shared some of
my poems and this idea with the brothers of The Masonic Society (www.themasonicsociety.com) and several other research
correspondence circles in which I participate. The concept and
many of my published poems and poems submitted by others
were warmly received so I thought that I share the idea and
several of the poems here. The challenge in writing Pythagorean
Poetry is to create an esoteric or Masonic themed poem using
Pythagoras's Greater Tetractys as a guide. The rules are very
simple: first, you use one word per each star in each level of
the Greater Tetractys (e.g, on the first line you use one word,
on the second line you use two words, and so on…); and, second, you choose words of sufficient length that fit within the
theme of your poem so that the poem resembles as closely as
you can the Greater Tetractys which looks like a pyramid. Some
of my own efforts look like pyramids and others look like truncated trapezoids. It takes some practice, but I assure you it is
worth the effort. Others have experimented with this concept
in the past using the tetractys as a poetic model so the idea
13

The Valley of New Orleans is honored to have Bro. Sidney
L. Agnelly, 32°, KCCH as one of its oldest and most respected
members. Although you will never hear him brag about it due
to his humble modesty and his overall good character, Bro.
Agnelly is truly a celebrity at the Valley. He is the last surviving Louisiana Scottish Rite Mason to have received most of
his Scottish Rite degrees (1-30) in French and from Scottish
Rite bodies other than those meeting at Grand Consistory of
Louisiana (now the Valley of New Orleans). On April 2nd M.W.
Bro. Chip Borne, 33° and I had the unique opportunity to sit
down and chat with Bro. Agnelly. We treated him to lunch but
we were the ones who received a real treat because we were
able to listen to an oral history vital to the tapestry of Louisiana Scottish Rite history. During lunch, Bro. Agnelly recalled
many events about his life and his Masonic career. We gladly
listened to his fascinating life story and he started from the
beginning. Bro. Agnelly was born on May 17, 1921, in a Boarding House at the corner of Canal Boulevard and Claiborne Avenue in New Orleans, Louisiana. He grew up in the 7th Ward
of New Orleans in St. Leo the Great Parish and attended St.
Aloysius School, which was on the corner of Esplanade Avenue and Rampart (the precursor to Brother Martin High
school). His parents spoke fluent Parisian French at home and
continued page 14
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ies which had been chartered by the Grand Consistory of Louisiana in 1813. Other subordinate Scottish Rite bodies of the
period had also been chartered by the Louisiana Grand
Consistory during the early 19th Century but none of these
Scottish Rite bodies are known to have survived into the 20th
Century (several Scottish Rite bodies may have survived on
the periphery of Scottish Rite Masonry in the reformed but
unrecognized Louisiana Supreme Council). Some of these older
Scottish Rite bodies whose members eventually merged into
the Cervantes Scottish Rite bodies included names such as
Silencio, Foyer Maconnique, and Los Amigos del Orden, to
name just a few.
Bro. Agnelly recalled vivid memories of his experiences at
Perseverance Lodge and in the Cervantes Scottish Rite bodies
which, during this time period, held their meetings at Perseverance Lodge. He mentioned the lodge's old wooden benches
and pews along the lodge's sidelines, its bare wooden floors,
and a specially constructed window on the lodge's second floor
where candidates experienced a real "leap of faith" by stepping
out onto a false ledge where they were required to jump out of
a window "feeling the strong breezes that blew into the lodge"
(a true leap of faith!). He remarked that in the 1940's, you had
to arrive early to Perseverance Lodge if you wanted to find a
seat on the wooden benches along the sidelines of the lodge.
He remembered the exquisite banquets of fine New Orleans
cuisine prepared by the wives of lodge members. He described
old world toasting which included fine French red wines served
with much spirit at those Masonic banquets. During the higher
Scottish Rite degrees, he recalled meticulous Scottish Rite esoteric ceremonies involving incense burners and unique medieval costumes of Spanish origin that included illuminated and
smokey torches. He recalled that in one of the degrees that three
brothers wore all white and three brothers wore all black costumes resembling medieval Spanish penitents still worn by religious societies during Lent in Spain. He further recalled that
the older French brethren of Perseverance Lodge even used to
brag that the lodge's antique furniture had been purchased at
an auction held by the Pirate Jean Lafitte and his brother, Dominique You, who was also a Freemason, after the furniture
had been captured as booty during Lafitte's escapades on the
high seas. Our lunch with Bro. Agnelly was far too short. Finally, it is only fitting that Bro. Agnelly is the Valley's first
graduate of the Scottish Rites' Master Craftsman Program. He
has shown a true devotion to the principles of the Scottish Rite
for many years and his recent accomplishment fits the mold.
He is truly an example to be followed. If you happen to see him
at the Valley, you might chat with Bro. Agnelly to learn more
about New Orleans Scottish Rite history since he is one of the
Valley's most valuable living assets.

continued from page 13
New Orleans Valley News-From Your Correspondent:

he shared their love of the French language by eventually becoming fluent. His father was a skilled artisan practicing old
European blacksmith skills as a wheelwright and iron-worker
in the French Quarter. After departing St. Aloysius School,
Bro. Agnelly briefly worked for the Louisiana Southern Rail
Road Company until World War II called him to military service whereby he enlisted as a French Interpreter for the U.S.
Army serving in the European Theater. After the War, he returned to New Orleans and eventually transitioned into successful sales career sales retiring as a manager for medical
supplies sales for Johnson & Johnson.

Just prior to entering the Army for World War II, Bro.
Agnelly was first introduced to Freemasonry be several prominent French speaking masons in his French social circle who
lived in his neighborhood who were members of Perseverance
Lodge and some who were also officers in the Louisiana Grand
Consistory. He was initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite tradition in the French
language at Perseverance Lodge No. 4, F&AM at 901 St. Claude
Avenue on October 22, 1942. He was raised a Master Mason
on November 22, 1942. He even served as Master of Perseverance Lodge in 1978. He recalled with great passion the many
wizened and elderly brothers that he met at Perseverance Lodge
who spoke only French and who practiced European traditions
of hospitality and brotherly love.
After World War II, Bro. Sidney returned to New Orleans
and received his Scottish Rite High Degrees, 4th through the
30th degrees in French from the Cervantes Scottish Rite Bodies where he was the only candidate for these degrees. He received the 31st and 32nd degrees from the Grand Consistory
of Louisiana on November 26, 1947. He is the last known surviving Louisiana Mason to have received his Grades Haute in
a subordinate Lodge of Perfection, Council of the Princes of
Jerusalem, Chapter of Rose Croix, and Council of Kadosh from
the French and Spanish speaking Cervantes Scottish Rite Bod-

Fiat Lux!
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH
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out" in proper costumes that assist in telling the story of the
degree; by showing up ten minutes before a degree without
practicing and expecting all degree team members to know how
to properly perform the degree. Have we gotten use to the dark
at our Reunions? Our Grand Master has recently issued a letter reminding all Masons in Louisiana that our new Lodge
Cipher Book is a tool for assisting, not for reading, in Opening
& Closing the Lodge or in Conferring Degrees! Those who
worked so hard and for so long to get such a tool for use must
have shuttered when that letter was ordered read aloud in every Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction. Have we gotten use to
the dark and found the easy way? Have some found a way to
compromise the beautiful Degrees of Craft Masonry? In Scottish Rite, it is not unusual to see good, smart, intelligent men
reading a part in a degree during a Reunion - it makes me
shutter and makes me sad to see that. We have certainly compromised our standards and gotten use to the dark.
Our members hear from us at Dues time, once a year - pay
up! We tell them "we want you to remain a member, and for
only $75 we will send you a Dues Card and a magazine each
month - alternating, state then national - and you always have
a seat down at the Scottish Rite when you decide to come and
visit us". We have always had more than enough members, so
why personally contact them and say "Hello, Brother", or ask
how they are, or if they need any assistance. That old lesson in
the Entered Apprentice, the really important one (no, not the
Lesson of Caution), but the important one - the Lesson of Charity - extending our hand, especially to a Brother - have we
gotten use to the dark? We wring our hands and bemoan the
fact the Masonry is losing numbers - did you see that, "numbers"?, not Brothers, numbers! If we, Masonry, Scottish Rite,
could just keep the Brothers that we have as members, we would
be gaining, not losing those "numbers". Our suspensions for
non-payment, our demits, are causing us the most damage. In
medical terms, it would be defined as "hemorrhaging Brothers". We are not keeping those Brothers whom we have as
members - why? Why have those good Brothers joined and
then decided to quit us? What are we doing to keep each
Brother? Have we gotten use to the dark? Settled for less than
the best, let them wander off, not worried about each man each Brother - into the dark they go. When was the last time
that you checked on a Masonic widow - remember your 14 ? when? Have you gotten use to the dark? When was the last
time you visited a Brother in a nursing home? When you hear
the sick report, do you make a note to call or check on that
Brother? Have you gone out into your community and volunteered to assist those less fortunate - offered that hand of Charity? Set the proper example, set the proper example, and then
set the proper example. We should never let ourselves or our
beloved Scottish Rite or our beloved Craft "get use to the dark"!
Thank you for continuing to be an uncompromising, feeling,
caring Scottish Rite Brother who never settles for less than the
best and helps spread Light in the darkness -

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Have We Gotten Use to the Dark?”
Before I get into the subject of this article, please be reminded that this issue is our annual "Envelope Issue" where
we have inserted into the center of this issue an envelope that
can be - rather, should be - used for donations for memorials,
to honor someone, and just remember or show appreciation for
someone special in your life - each donation goes into your
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation which is a tax-free foundation, and, as such, you will receive an acknowledgement of
your donation that may be used when reporting your taxes for
this year. The family or the individual receives a note that you
have made a donation. Your donation is used to help finance
our five Childhood Learning Centers around our State. This
past term, a total of 276 young children were assisted with
their speech and hearing issues through your Foundation - and
it is YOUR Foundation. Please use this envelope to memorialize someone who has died, or whom you want to honor, or
someone who is special in your life and deserves a "thank you".
I want to thank the man who prints this TRESTLEBOARD,
Bro. Doug McElwain, for giving me the idea and words for
this article - he is a friend and a good man and true, and a
dedicated Freemason who is successful in all that he undertakes.
A few months ago, a friend invited me to lunch at a small
restaurant in my hometown where they must have loved the
darkness. I stumbled into the poorly lighted little restaurant
and finally found my friend and sat in what I hoped was a
chair. I told him that I would need a flashlight to read the
menu. We ordered what I hoped was a dish that I was familiar
with and when the food came, I ate by faith more than sight.
Gradually, however I began to see the things on the plate and
to actually see what I was eating. The waitress came by the
table and remarked that wasn't it funny how we could get use
to the dark. Yes, we do get use to the dark, and in so many
ways.
We cannot, nor should we compromise any of our principles
in Freemasonry by "getting use to the dark" - cutting corners
in our Scottish Rite degree work by reading rather than memorizing parts; wearing parts of costumes rather than "dressing

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.

continued next column
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Stuff

L:R Gary L Gribble, 33 °, M:W: J F “Jeff” Webb,
GM 33 ° and the Editor.

M:W: Jeff Webb, GM operating under the ruse of welcoming Shreveport
Valley’s Spring Reunion Class, used the
vist to give two brothers the boot. The
action was totally unexpected as these
humble, dedicated, honorable and faithful Masons were in the midst of their respective early morning duties. Brother
Gary Gribble was providing the class with
an indepth history of the Shreveport Scottish Rite while your Editor was in the
dressing room preparing to go on stage
for the 7th Degree.
The booting happened in view of the
entire class. Afterward, these two brothers suffered a great loss of the false sense
of credibility they had maintained.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.
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