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My Dad in the final years of his working life was a master
craftsman; a carpenter, who made his living doing finish work
on very fine houses. He did NOT do this at the start of his
career!
One day, when I was just a lad, I found my Dad at the dining room table with paper, pencil and two books on carpentry.
I inquired as to why he was doing what looked to me like a
waste of time; after all, he was already a carpenter. His answer was, “Son, I have to constantly improve myself in the
skills of my craft.” At the time I did not think much of or about
that statement. I distinctly recalled later in my life.
I was ten years later. I was a college graduate, had a teaching certificate and a job to teach science. It took about a week
on the job for me to realize that while I had the title and, apparently, all the rights and privileges thereunto appertaining.
I was NOT a teacher; nor was I certain I ever would become
one.
It was probably five years later that I began to think of
myself as a teacher. A teacher who knew that if he was ever to
become a master craftsman, it would be necessary to continually, unceasingly improve himself in the useful skills needed
to help a child learn.
I do not believe that it is a great leap in reasoning to suggest that the night a man is raised he is not yet a Master Mason. He has the title, has the rights and privileges; but he has
not yet mastered the set of skills that will make him a Master
Mason. He has a way to travel that will be extremely interesting, beset with many challenges and cover a period of years
he may perchance meet, again and again, with a gentle, awakening light.
Let’s make it clear, people who expect to have a complex
subject, like creation or Freemasonry, explained from beginning to end in three easy lessons are asking the impossible!
Man IS limited, and we are not given to overnight comprehension of sublime mysteries.
We arrive at understanding in the usual human way, stumbling and bumbling along. But, hope is given to us! A seed can
spend a long time in the darkness before pushing shoots through
the barrier of the soil and then into the light.
We, too, spend time in the darkness, but with time, patience
and perseverance we can gain the light. In this search we will
meet barriers that must be passed. As Masons we learn that
everything that pushes us toward the light---service to others,
love, fortitude, truth---must ultimately lead to conquering the
barriers of pride, prejudice, ignorance and superstition.
That is enough of anecdotes. What does our ritual have to
say?
The power within our ritual is found in the inevitable growth
and fruitfulness that comes to the man who ponders those

Opening Salvo
by

The Editor
After having experienced the Valley of Joplin’s reunion and
then our own in Shreveport, obviously there would be comparisons. In all fairness there are major differences in the two
Valleys. Joplin has two and one half times as many members
as Shreveport. With these numbers, they can support a fifteen
member Stage Crew, , seven member Credential & Registration Committee, eleven member Wardrobe Committee, a five
member Sound Crew and a nine member Class Committee. I
forgot to mention there is also a twenty-six member Auditorium Committee whose responsibility it is to set the auditorium floor, not the stage, for the degrees. This is a total of 73
members that provide supporting roles for the degrees to be
exemplif ied. There are also Dining Room, Dish Washing,
Breakfast Crew and Dinner & Banquet Committees. There are
boatloads of other members in attendance handling various
tasks. It all comes together like a well engineered oiled machine and is impressive to see and experience. The fellowship
and courtesies extended were remarkable.
Ill. Brother Bart Tucker, 33° Director of the Auditorium
Committee, explained “...we live for reunions and the opportunity to provide for others the Scottish Rite experience.” Bart
said these events give, he and his crew, the chance to meet
brothers from all areas of the country. It also provides a time
to learn, grow and improve, as masonry is a lifelong journey.
From a stranger’s view they are already masters of their craft.
The April 2011 The Short Talk Bulletin from the Masonic
Service Association of North America was entitled “Are You A
Master Mason? I Am But...” Although many members are on
the mailing list and have already read the excellent words by
M: W: Bro Vern Wertz, PGM Orgeon, I am reprinting the ‘talk’
for the benefit of those that may not have had the opportunity
to read it.
ARE YOU A MASTER MASON?
I AM, BUT...
by
Vern Wertz
Master Masons are all familiar with the question, “Are you
a Master Mason?” They are equally familiar with the answer,
“I am.” There is nothing wrong with the question; but the answer is flawed, seriously so.
I am reasonably certain that most, if not all of you, are
thinking, “Now there is a statement that needs some explaining!” Since I do not disagree, let me try.

continued on page 4
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Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Shane C. Crump, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
John F. Ayer, 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
Darrell L. Guillory, 32°
C. Clifford Heath, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I or
II and have received or should shortly
recieve their certificates and lapel pins.
Shreveport
Arnauld Radermacher
Robert L Rowe, II (Level II)
Lake Charles
James R B Golding
Lane J Ducote
Baton Rouge
Manuel Geraldo Rendon
Monroe
Gary L Foster

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: B. J. “Bev” Guillot, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Theodore Roosevelt

“Doubt, the essential preliminary of
all improvement and discovery, must accompany the stages of man's onward
progress. The faculty of doubting and
questioning, without which those of comparison and judgment would be useless,
is itself a divine prerogative of the reason.”
Albert Pike

Calendar of Events

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which

“Some reformers may urge that in the
ages distant future, patriotism, like the habit
of monogamous marriage, will become a
needless and obsolete virtue; but just at
present the man who loves other countries
as much as he does his own is quite as noxious a member of society as the man who
loves other women as much as he loves his
wife. Love of country is an elemental virtue, like love of home.”

Grand Lodge
Wardens Retreat
Woodworth

www.la-scottishrite.org

August 13

Supreme Council
2011 Biennial Session
Washington DC
August 20-23
Orient of Louisiana
Honors Day
Shreveport
November 12

“There he stands without (outside)
our portals, on the threshold of his new
Masonic life, in darkness, helplessness
and ignorance. Having been wandering
amiss the errors and covered over with
the pollutions of the outer and profane
world, he comes to our door, seeking the
new birth, and asking a withdrawal of the
veil which conceals divine truth from his
uninitiated sight”
Albert Mackey
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Conference of The Orient
Shreveport
November 11
New Orleans Bicentennial
New Orleans
June 1-4
Fall Reunions
New Orleans
October 1
Shreveport
September 24-25
Lake Charles
September 10-11
Baton Rouge
October 29
Monroe
October 29
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

Renovations

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is proud to announce that the following Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is headquartered in the Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple. The Temple has its own 501 (C) 3 corporation and is raising funds
for a major project to the exterior of the building. As seen in the accompanying
architectural renderings below, the old gal will have a handicap accessible ramp
built along its Cotton Street entrance. The ramp will be concealed with balusters
that will be of the same dimension and style as those seen on the Common Street or
West side of the building. The Foundation hosted The Louisiana Hayride® in May
where the proceeds are dedicated to this project. Individual and corporate donations
are greatly appreciated so that this much needed renovation comes to fruition. The
individual balusters will be “reserved” with the donors name engraved on them for a
donation of $250.

Louisiana State University
Shreveport
Dana Jeters
Amanda Adams
University of Louisiana
Monroe
Heather McIntosh
Eunice Lo
Meg Moore
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the comfort of tradition.
If it seems like there could be confusion in the temple, do
not worry. There is refuge in the fact that Freemasonry can
change, can adapt; it may do it slowly and over time, but it
does do it. I think it does it because of all those good men
struggling to become Master Masons.
Thus, through the succession of the ages are transmitted,
unimpaired, those most excellent tenets that lead good men to
become better men, masters of their craft. And the glory, the
joy of it all is that each Brother can walk his own pathway.,
develop his own understandings and give his own meaning to
all that is contained in our ritual. In this way he becomes a
part of that magnificent whole, that glorious creation that is
Freemasonry.
I do not believe in a wasteful creator or a diffuse, confused
creation!. At the root of every controlling force in nature are
immutable laws of unity and harmony. If Freemasonry teaches
a man anything, it is the necessity to seek such unity and harmony in his own life. Who can doubt that trying to live a harmonious, rational life; trying to gain and share the light of
Freemasonry is, happily in my opinion, a journey of a lifetime.
So, the next time you hear that famous question, I hope you
will smile to yourself and silently say, “I am working on it!”

continued from Front Page
Opening Salvo:

words; opens his heart to the life changing possibilities of those
words. I have come to believe that once in a while there will
come a man whose eyes will brighten with a vision upon hearing those words; and he will change other men’s lives by sharing, by teaching the hidden beauty, the hidden meaning of those
words.
In the prayer used at initiation we hear, “Grant that this
candidate may dedicate his life...” In the apron lecture a
Brother is told that, “It is yours, yours to wear throughout an
honorable life...”. Both of these indicate that Freemasonry is
a journey of a lifetime!
In the Fellowcraft we learn that Freemasonry is a progressive science and that we are progressing therein. Progressive
as used here, implies a step-by-step process; and that of necessity over a period of time.
In the Master Mason we are told that we have received or
are about to receive everything that can be conferred on us.
While the Master does not say it, it is clear for me there MUST
be rights and benefits to be gained after the conferral. That
means at a later date; and that, once again, means the passing
of time, the lapse of years. Every Master has the duty to help
his Brethren utilize that time and translate our ritual into something life changing.
Yes, I know that Freemasonry is fundamentally a thing of
individual and man’s growth largely depends on his own search
for light. But he can use some help! That help comes from his
Master and those Brothers who are willing to share what they
have learned on their journey. Brothers who have buried the
bitter ashes of pessimism and by both word and deed seek to
share the real value found in words like truth, honor and fortitude. Thus is wit and wisdom of our Brothers that will be the
lamp unto our feet. That lamp which lights our way as we move
progressively forward by the force of a historical, a shared
wisdom. A wisdom that was gained over time; the sharing of it,
the accepting of it, not surprisingly, takes time.
In some ways our is a strange Brotherhood! We walk a common road, but we do not arrive at a common destination. This
should surprise no one as we bring with us quite different life
experiences, different education, different needs and desires.
I believe that the freedom to pursue and discover the light of
Freemasonry based on our own interests, our own needs and
our own talents is the great strength of Freemasonry, a strength
that unites men together with the cement of Brotherly love and
affection. Men who would, otherwise, forever be at an inseparable distance.
One of the things that unites them is their searching, questing minds; minds that do not reluctantly hunker down in the
face of challenge or of change. We have, but do not really
need, the minds of traditionalist blind to any good in change
and innovators who are so eager for change they miss the value,
the beauty to be found in tradition.
We have, and really need, minds that understand one of the
fundamental laws of nature decrees that those living things
that cannot change, cannot adapt, become extinct. This law is
absolutely applicable to human institutions! In the face of that,
we must never surrender our will to the fear of innovation or

**********
On the last night before the return trip from Joplin, the
18th Degree Team from the Shreveport Valley was honored to
be invited to dinner with the leadership of the Orient of Oklahoma. We were really table dressing, as the real interest was in
having Bill Mollere attend, evidenced by the fact of the many
references to Jacques de Molay, toasts to his memory, certain
handshakes, words spoken in muted tones and nods of acknowledgment; which were lost on those of us with lesser understanding. We were in a private dining room, away from any
distraction or superfluities of life. Joe Manning-33° PGM
Deputy for Oklahoma, Bob Davis-33° GC General Secretary
Guthrie, Bedford Rowland-33° Personal Representative
Guthrie with his wife Marcia, Jack Painter-32° KCCH Guthrie
Advisory Conference with his wife Kathy, Bill Cox-33° Personal Representative McAlester with wife Janie and Don Jones33° General Secretary McAlester and wife Jean provided for
wonderful conversations on a variety of topics.
As is expected when a group of Masons have the opportunity to gather in a small intimate group, the conversations
turned to history, philosophy and the future of our Fraternity.
The ladies, obviously having to suffer through many of these
sessions, brought forth some of their own experience and questions. One of the most thought provoking questions came from
Janie Cox. She asked “How can you get so drunk that you forget that you don’t smoke?” Needless to say, the otherwise loquacious group sat in silence, pondering a response. The journey of Masonry is endless and a true Mason never shys from
the opportunity to be challenged or grow. After a truly wonderful evening of brotherhood and fellowship, Jean Jones remarked
“Oklahoma girls know how to show Louisiana guys a good
time!”. The feeling was that a good time was had by all!
The Ed

4

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first T u e s d a y of every month
2011 Officers
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Frank N DuTreil, 33°
Senior Warden: Elmo J “Jay” Pitre, III, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Edward A Reine, 32º, KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix
George J Lupo, 32° KCCH
Armand L Love, 32º
Carl W Mixon, 32°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2011 Membership Fees were due
on December 31, 2010
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications
Advisory Council

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Ralph T Rabalais, 32° KCCH
Quinton J Buras, 32°
Darrenn J Hart, 32°

New Orleans Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
James W Vann, 32 °
Prior:
Klaus J “Joe” Kueck, 32°
KCCH Prreceptor:
Garland M Gisclair, 32º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew
Venerable Master:
SeniorWarden:
Junior Warden:
Recorder/Treasurer:

Donald E Freeze
David R McCann, Sr.
Don A Springler
Troy G Broussard

Tuesday, June 7th
On The Road-Marrero Lodge #479
Open Meeting-Guest Speaker

Tuesday, July 5th
Regular Meeting - All bodies to open

Sunday, July 10th
Tuesday, July 26th

Family Day

Advisory Council

Tuesday, August 2nd
Bring a Friend Night
25/50 Year Membership Recognition

Tuesday, September 6th
Feast of Tishri - Reobligation Night

Saturday October 1st Fall Reunion
Tuesday, October 4th
Presentation of the 30th Degree

Tuesday, October 25th
Advisory Council

Tuesday, November 1st
Thanksgiving Program

Tuesday, December 6th
Annual Christmas Social

Of Current Interest
Our Valley is experiencing an exhilarating and unprecedented level of activity under the leadership of our 2011 Venerable Master, Ill. & R.W. Bro. Frank N.
Du Treil, 33º and Deputy Grand Master
of Masons in Louisiana who is implementing an ambitious new set of Programs this year along with the more traditional functions we had become accustomed to. The stated meeting on March
1st again placed a large emphasis on the
importance and value of Masonic Education and of Esoteric Research. The Venerable Master called upon our Valley's
Director of Master Craftsman Education,
Bro. Ion Lazar, 32º KCCH who spoke
briefly about this ultra-successful Program and about the monthly Class on
esoteric symbolism and Scottish Rite philosophy which is now being offered to our
members. Bro. Lazar had the honor of
introducing to the members present our
continued next column
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Valley's most recent graduate of the Master Craftsman Program (level I), who is
none other then the much-respected Past
Grand Master of Masons (1995), Ill. and
M.W. Bro. Louis J. Caruso, 33º PGM. Our
members were then regaled by Bro.
Caruso with an inspiring and highly
motivational oration, highlighting his
impressions of the Level I course of study.
Bro. Caruso received a well-deserved
ovation, after which he was presented
with the beautiful Diploma and Lapel Pin.
On March 23, the beautiful and stately
Timberlane Country Club again hosted
the Annual Honors Banquet which brings
together all of our Valley recipients of
Scottish Rite Honors along with their
Ladies and invited guests. This very successful annual event was again flawlessly
planned and directed by our gracious
hosts Ill. Bro. Frank Silva 33º and his
wife Nellie. Our SGIG's Personal Representative, Ill. Bro. Charles L. McCarty
33º and our Valley's General Secretary,
Ill. Bro. Lloyd A. Hebert 33º, each delivered a brief talk to the many members
present . The keynote speaker and special guest was our Grand Master of Masons, Ill. and M.W. Bro. Beverly G.
Guillot 33º, who closed the proceedings
with an uplifting address that received a
standing ovation.
Our Spring Reunion was held on April
2nd and brought together a large number of members who joyfully came out to
welcome the new Masters of the Royal
Secret into our ranks. The Reunion went
on very smoothly and this time included
a new and innovative feature: the Class
Director (Bro. Raymond Fink, 32º
KCCH) was ably assisted by Bro. Darren
Hart, 32º who delivered the Degree Synopses to the Candidates, and by Bro. Ion
continued page 12

In Memoriam
Nathan Canovsky
James P Finch
Maurice P Weinstein
Walter Johnson Woods
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2011 Officers

Knightly News

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Chartered in October 2005, the
Knights of St. Andrew are g rowing
strong. Under the leadership of Knight
Commander John Knox Jr., the Knights
were involved in almost every aspect of
the Spring Reunion. They could be found
behind the Stage, the Degree's, the Wardrobe Room, taking up tickets, assisting
in lighting, manning the Serving Line,
and always with the Candidates preparing them on their Journey of Enlightenment. If you are interested in being a
Knight, ask one at the next Valley meeting. They are easy to find and will get
you an application.

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33 °
B Keith Tindell, 32º KCCH
Robert E Bazzell, 33 °

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix
Roy B Tuck, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33°
Steven A Pence, 33°

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Council of Kadosh
Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, June 14th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

Tuesday, July 12th
Open Meeting

6:30 PM

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Larry D Ledbetter, Sr., 33°
Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33°

Shreveport Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
B Keith Tindell, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles F Jackson, 33°
Prreceptor:
Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
Treasurer All Bodies:
E Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°
Director of Work
E Louis McGee, 33°

Knights of St. Andrew
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

John F Knox
Andrew J Stevenson, Sr.
Gary T Rushworth, Sr.
John F Ayer, 32 ° KCCH

New Squires
William Robert Laurents
Samuel Boston Owens
William James Hill III
John Calvin Sharlow
Larry Carl Blair Sr.
Buddy Warnock

KCCH Club

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same
monthas District Lodge at 5:30 pm.

T Patrick Dickson, 32° KCCH

L:R -Gary Gribble, Robert Rowe, Ed Durham, 33 °
GSW Venerable Master and Arnold Radermacher.
Bro Rowe received his Master Craftsman II Certificate and Bro Radermacher his Certificate and
Lapel Pin for Level 1.

Our newest Masters of the Royal Secret seated on
the Front Row L:R: Chris Trice, Buddy Warnock,
Sam Owens, Robert Laurents, Daniel Knautz, Bob
Thomas, Coby Lang and Joe Hammersla. Back
Row L:R Gary Gribble, 33 ° General Secretary,
Ballard Smith, 33° Personal Representative and
Louis McGee, 33 ° Director of Work

President

Valley Noteable

L:R -Oscar C LaBorde and Frank Falkenberry
receive their 50 Year Membership Certificates
from Gary Gribble.

I N M EMORIAM
John Byers
Billy G Cantrell
George Clanton
Thomas H Enloe
Donald L Pepper
Conrad S Spivey
Bobby O Woods

Upgrades
The Valley now accepts Visa and
Mastercard credit/debit cards for payment
of dues, donations and rentals. We graciously embrace the 21st Century’s technology!
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2011 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Harry C Northrop, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Rocky” Schexneider, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Claude G LeCompte, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Donald R Verret, 32º KCCH
“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2011 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, June 15th
Travel Agency Program

Wednesday, July 20th
Patriotic Program

Wednesday, August 17
On The Road-Abbeville

FALL REUNION
SEPT 10-11
Wednesday, September 21
Regular Meeting & Program

Wednesday, October 19th
Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, November 16th
Thanksgiving Dinner & Program

Wednesday, December 21st
Christmas Program-Election of Officers
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every month.(Except November & December)

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:

Richard D Morgan, 32° KCCH
Claude G LeCompte, 32° KCCH

2nd Lt. Commander:

Thomas L Kussman, 32° KCCH

erly love, and build a fraternity that all
good men will seek to join and enjoy.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

Valley Notes

Lake Charles Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
Herrin J Ducote, 33 °
Prior:
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Prreceptor:
Elton J Blanchard, 32º KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Donald Blake Ford, 32°
Director of Work
Gregory L Bruce, 32° KCCH

During the April meeting Jim Golding, 32° KCCH
received his Master Craftsman Certificate and
Lapel Pin. Shown L:R Richard Smith, 33° Personal
Representative, Pam Golding, Jim Golding, Ray
Moses, 33 ° and Harry Northrop, 32 ° KCCH Venerable Master

Personally Speaking
There are five generations of men living in the United States today. Each generation is defined not only by the era of
their birth, but also their views and attitudes about issues of family, government,
careers, education, faith, and community.
The most difficult thing for each generation is to recognize that just because the
other generations view these issues differently, it does not necessarily mean that
their views are wrong.
Freemasonry is steeped in tradition
and Masons pride themselves in the practice of friendship, morality, charity, and
brotherly love. Our challenge today is
to make our fraternity "universal" enough
to tolerate and understand the broad spectrum of ideals five generations of men,
who are good men, practice in their lives
today. These ideals and attitudes vary and
in some cases conflict with those of other
generations.
Over the next few months, Lake
Charles Scottish Rite will focus on how
we adapt to the changing times and appeal to all generations of men. We will
do so without sacrificing our practices of
friendship, morality, charity, and broth7

L:R - Daniel Castoriano, R B Smith, Mount Newby,
Ray Leach, Ray Moses and Harry Northrop. Bros
Newby and Leach reeived their patents from the
Spring Reunion.

L:R -Brack Jones, 33° Personal Representative in
the Valley of Galveston visted with Richard Smith,
33° during the April meeting.

I N M EMORIAM
Shelby Andrus
Ralph Carter
Edward A Godwin
Philip M Grass
Joseph Jobe
Josephy Guy Vinson
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Representative Notes

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2011 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

Monday, June 13
Special Program & Guest Speaker

Monday, July 11th
Special Program & Guest Speaker

Monday, August 8th
Special Program & Guest Speaker

Saturday, August 27th
Widows Night
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on the
4th Monday of every month.

Brethren, we are fast approaching the
half way point into 2011 and I take it that
your year is shaping up to be a memorable one. Your Valley has recently completed its Spring Reunion and welcomed
several new members into the Rite. I'd
like to thank the brethren for all their
support in once again participating in a
memorable Reunion.
Your Valley has been discussing several special activities to enhance each of
our memberships into the valley. We have
discussed fishing tournaments, golf outings, family day events, Mardi Gras activities, etc. These activities are at a point
of awaiting a champion to bring them to
fruition. Please ask yourself if you would
enjoy the activities, or propose an activity to the office, then take it on as a chairman and provide the driving force to
completion.
When we each took the degrees of the
Scottish Rite, the sky was the limit. Have
we asked ourselves recently "what have I
done for Scottish Rite?" If we don't have
an answer, please consider stepping up
to the plate and championing a project.
As I have said in the past, the Valley belongs to each of us and we need to take
ownership of our valley. It is true that
each of us support the Valley of Baton
Rouge with our annual dues that supports
our childhood learning programs and
other nation-wide philanthropies, but
have we volunteered our most valuable
asset, our time to the valley? Our brethren before us had a single goal of establishing the Valley of Baton Rouge and
constructing a building to achieve that
purpose. Are we carrying on their legacy
stepping up to the plate as they did for us
years ago? Your Valley needs your financial support, but also needs your opinions of where the valley will be in 10 or
20 years. We want your feedback and
more specifically your leadership in continuing the dreams of our predecessors
in the Valley of Baton Rouge. Please con8

tact the office and let us know your opinions, good and bad, step up for Scottish
Rite and I hope to see you at the next
meeting.
Danny Smith, 33°
Personal Representative

From the Secretary’s Desk
Brethren again this year in keeping
with the High School Youth Program recognizing Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC). The Valley of Baton Rouge received numerous names of
students from around our Metro Area
meeting the required scholastic excellence and demonstrating the ideals of
Americanism.
I am very proud to share with you a
letter expressing a sincere gratitude from
one of the recipients of the JROTC for
2011.
Naval Junior Reserve Officers Training
Corps
West Feliciana High School, St
Francisville, Louisiana.
Major James H. Barnes, USMC (Ret)
SNSI
Senior Chief Patrick Fontenot, USN (Ret)
NSI
Dated April 18, 2011
To the members of The Scottish Rite
Bodies Southern Jurisdiction:
I want to express my appreciation for
the Scottish Rite Bodies medal, ribbon
and certificate I received at our awards
ceremony held on 7 April 2011. I am very
proud to be the cadet selected for this
award. It is a significant moment that
will stay with me long after my high
school days have passed. Thank you for
continued page 13

In Memoriam
George J Beltz
James William Aaron
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2011 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2010

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dinner with Ladies
Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, June 2nd
Flag Etiquette

Thursday, July 7th
Independence Day Celebration

Thursday, August 4th
Regular Meeting & Program

2011 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Ralph H Owens, 33 °
Senior Warden:
Travis M Holley, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden:
James Robert Corry, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Wilson O Cook, 32° KCCH
Jerry W Wicker, 32°
Gerald H Houston, 32° KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Louis A Franks, 32°
Gerald R Wiese, 32° KCCH
James L Reagan, 32°

Monroe Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
John H Martin, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Jason C Brewton, 32°
Preceptor:
E L “Bubba” Via, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

June In Monroe

July At The Valley

At the June 2nd meeting of the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies our Venerable
Master, Ill: Ralph H. Owens, 33°, has
planned a very interesting program!! This
program will be of interest to young and
old alike, Male and Female, if there is
the slightest spark of Patriotism in the
individual. The Program is to be titled,
Flag Etiquette.
After hearing this presentation, you
will be more aware of the correct way to
honor Old Glory, the waving emblem of
our Great Country, the Land of the Free
and the Home of the Brave!
As we travel around our countryside
we see Our Flag being flown in many different venues; at Churches, Schools, Government Offices, private homes, businesses, etc. In my humble opinion, everyone flying Our Flag should be made
aware of the do's and dont's regarding this
show of Patriotism. We see flags that are
tattered and torn, that fly 24/7 without a
light displaying it at night, in all sorts of
inclement weather and, even in some
cases, dragging on the ground. If your
flag is ragged or tattered, take it down
carefully, fold it and dispose of it correctly. If you don't know the procedure,
call a friend in the American Legion and
they will follow the prescribed method of
disposal. Many American Legion Posts
have a disposal ceremony each year for
this procedure.
Come to the June meeting on the first
Thursday in June and learn to follow the
proper protocol on the treatment of this
Emblem that so many have bled and died
defending your right to be called an
American! This is a blessed privilege that
members of the human race worldwide
would love to be able to call themselves
and to be able to honor Old Glory by
pledging their Allegiance to Her!!!

The Venerable Master of the Lodge of
Perfection of the Monroe Scottish Rite is
Ill: Brother Ralph H. Owens, 33°. He has
had very interesting programs this year
and for our July meeting on July 7th, 2011
will be a Celebration of Independence
Day. Over the years we have always
looked forward to July 4th and I am sure
that many of us, especially when we were
younger, we may have not thought of the
Reason for the Holiday. There are other
National Holidays that we have overlooked the deeper significance of the
event.
However, when we celebrate on July
4th, do we take the time to reflect other
than just a good Bar-B-Q day? Let's take
a moment to reflect on the Reason we
celebrate something on July 4th. Back in
the 1700's we were a group of people of
several colonies or states under the British Rule. These forefathers didn't like
paying homage (much less takes) to England, so they decided to form their own
Country, a Republic of Freedom. Men like
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
George Washington, John Hancock,
Samuel Adams and many, many, more,
stood up and thought it was time to declare independence from England so they
got together and formulated our Declaration of Independence! This of course
brought repercussions from across the
Atlantic but we persisted and defeated the
"Red Coats" with the help of France, Poland, and Prussia. This glorious victory
resulted in the Continental Congress approving a Constitution. Even to this day,
we hear the expression, "Put your John
Hancock on this", because John Hancock
signed his name with a grand flourish that
drew attention from everyone. The signing of The Declaration of Independence
is really what we are celebration on July
continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
James Everett Freeman, 32°
James Edward Holcomb, 32°
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continued from page 9
Monroe Valley News-July At The Valley:

A Bicentennial Celebration
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium, June 1-4, 2011, is an academic conference on the history and development of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry with the particular interest in its development in
Louisiana. The general theme of the conference is the bicentennial celebration of the creation of the Grand Consistory of
Louisiana.
In his 1882 "Official Bulletin V," Albert Pike tells us that
on Sunday April 7, 1811 at 5 p.m. in the hall of Perfect Union
Lodge was the first meeting of a Grand Consistory in New
Orleans. The meeting was attended by many of the "founding
fathers" of Louisiana Freemasonry. Pike also tells us that this
Grand Consistory was granted a charter on March 28, 1811 by
Louis Jean Lusson and Jean Baptiste Modeste Lefebvre, both
SGIG's of the Supreme Council of Kingston, Jamaica.
For the next 50 or so years, the AASR in New Orleans would
ping-pong from jurisdiction to jurisdiction culminating in a
destructive "Scottish Rite war" in the mid 1800's.
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium is designed as a public event. No paper or material will
be offered or presented in a public setting which should be
reserved for Masons only. This conference welcomes the nonMasonic academic community and recognizes the contributions
to Masonic history which have been made by non-Masonic academics.
The New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium will be held in New Orleans from June 1-4, 2011 at the
The Royal Sonesta Hotel, which is conveniently located in the
historic French Quarter. Contact information for the The Royal
Sonesta is:
The Royal Sonesta Hotel
300 Bourbon Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-2213
Phone: 504-586-0300
Registration for the event is $125.00 per person, includes
banquet and conference events. We have have arranged for a
limited number of rooms at the Royal Sonesta Hotel. We have
negotiated a rate of $139 per night (+ tax) for Wednesday, June
1, 2011 to Saturday, June 4, 2011 (with checkout on Sunday,
June 5, 2011).
Reservations for the symposium can be made on-line at
www.neworleansaasr.info or by sending us a mail at the below
address. Room reservation can also be made on-line or by phoning the hotel directly at: 504-586-0300 and use the group code
"SCOTISH".
New Orleans Scottish Rite History & Research Symposium
c/o Clayton J. Borne, III
433 Metairie Rd # 100
Metairie, LA 70005-4344
Or by e-mail: info@neworleansaasr.info

10

4th and it is only proper that we remember, with thanks, these
men who were brave enough to step forward and sign the Document even though, in many cases, they lost everything and even
gave their lives to support what they believed! On this July 4th
let us try to remember their sacrifices as we have enjoyed the
fruits of their labor for these many years.
Fraternally,
Beryl C Franklin, 33°

THE FLAG
(by Stacy Frank, Grade 8)
This flag of red and white and blue
May not seem very much to you
But as for me this banner flies
And with its might voice it cries
Out to people far and near
To proclaim our freedom here.
A small beginning, I agree,
But like the acorn to the tree,
Thirteen states we had at first,
But as our country grew, our thirst
For land and freedom did not stop.
That land did well; produced a crop
For countries of the World to share
And then they knew our flag was fair.
And underneath this starry wing
Foreign peoples help to sing
The greatest story ever told,
The story of our country bold.
Of its birth into the world
And of its wondrous flag unfurled.
And over the world there ne'er will stand
The flag of any other land
That will mean as much to me
As this flag of liberty.

Scottish Rite
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CENTER NEWS
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

The Admiral E.A. Barham, 33? Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center in Monroe has helped improve the speech and
language abilities of many children in the region, as well as,
helped the graduate clinicians at the University of Louisiana
at Monroe attain valuable experience necessary for a master's
degree in Speech-Language Pathology. This is all made possible thanks to the generosity of the members of the Louisiana
Scottish Rite Foundation.
One child who is benefitting from these services is a 10
year-old boy named Myron. He began receiving speech therapy
services at the Monroe Scottish Rite Center in 2008 for language and literacy problems. These problems, which affect his
academic performance at school, are characterized by difficulty
with sequencing, comprehension, reading, and writing. This
semester Myron's goals include: answering "wh" questions
based on a narrative; organizing a sequence of events based on
a narrative; and using grammatically correct sentence structure in written tasks. These goals have all been targeted using
a literacy-based approach. This approach emphasizes shared
book reading during each activity. This provides special cues/
guidance throughout the book to ensure comprehension of the
material being read. Myron then answers "wh" questions based
on that particular book. The clinician also guides him through
discussion of the six to eight main events of the book. Myron
then draws pictograms, which are pictures of each main event,
and puts them in sequential order. In order to target the objective for correct sentence structure in written tasks, the clinician helps Myron 'brainstorm' for writing a paragraph about
the book using visual maps, which are visual representations
of the categories: who, what, when, why, where, and how. These
cues help Myron construct a paragraph about the book that
was read.
Myron enjoys working on reading and writing in a therapeutic setting. He is making steady improvement toward achieving his long-term goals of demonstrating age-appropriate language comprehension, reading, and writing. Achieving these
long-term goals will help him both personally and academically.

The following donations have been made recently to the
Baton Rouge Childhood Learning Center:
Ray Douglas McElwain
Jeff Davis Maynor
Mrs. Claudia Linkous
In Memory of Mrs. Geneva Frizzell
Istrouma Chapter #162 OES
In Memory of Prentiss Freeman, Jr.
Mr & Mrs Frank Lewis Jr.
In Memory of Prentiss Freeman, Jr.
Mrs Mary Brackman
Thank each of you for your contributions and continued
support. Through your generous donations the Batonr Rouge
Learning Center continues to help the children in our area.
Again, thank each of you for being so thoughtful and remembering this important charity.
Joe A Stroud, 33º
Administrator

Meg Moore, BA Clinician
Sarah Hayes, M.A. CCC/SLP
Clinic Coordinator
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Therapists and a founding fellow of the College of Speech
Therapists, and he was speech therapist to the Royal Masonic
School. In 1944 his MVO was elevated to CVO. He retained
his friendship with King George VI until the King's death in
1952. W. Bro. Logue passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 12
April 1953.
W. Bro. King George VI (Albert Frederick Arthur George
Windsor) was born on Saturday, 14 December 1895 in
Sandringham. He died on Wednesday 6 February 1952, in
Sanringham of lung cancer. He ruled as King George VI of the
United Kingdom and the British Dominions from 11 December 1936 until his death. He was the last Emperor of India
(unitil 1947), the last King of Ireland (until 1949) and the first
Head of the Commonwealth.

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

The King’s Speech Therapist
by
Dwight D Seals, PM
Camden Lodge #159-Camden, Ohio

The above article appeared in Rural Lodge AF&AM, Quincy, MA Weekly
Masonic Newsletter 5 March 2011 Number 225 and is reprinted by permission.
As a post script, The King’s Speech won the Motion Picture Academy’s Oscars for Best Picture, Writing (Original Screenplay) , Directing and Leading
Actor. Geoffery Rush was nominated for Best Supporting Actor.
Worshipful Brother Lionel Logue (inset) and actor Geoffery Rush

There have been many enquiries lately concerning W. Bro.
Lionel Logue. Those of you who have seen or heard of the
recent film “The King's Speech” will know that Lionel Logue,
the character played by Geoffrey Rush, was the speech therapist who helped King George VI cure his stammer. What you
may not know was that Lionel George Logue was a member of
St George's Lodge (now J D Stevenson St George's Lodge).
Lionel Logue was born in Adelaide on 26 February 1880
and educated at Prince Alfred College in Adelaide. W. Bro.
Logue studied elocution and worked in Adelaide as a teacher.
He moved to Kalgoorlie apparently to work in a gold mine.
Later he moved to Perth where he met Myrtle Gruenert; they
married on 20 March 1907 in St George's Anglican Cathedral,
Perth.
His Masonic records show that at his Initiation on 18 September 1908, Lionel Logue was a Professor of Elocution residing at 9 Emerald Terrace, West Perth (now believed to be Emerald Hill Terrace). He was Passed to the Second Degree on 16
October 1908, and Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master
Mason on 20 November 1908. His rise through the Officers'
Chairs was as follows: Steward 1909, Junior Deacon 1910,
Inner Guard 1913, Junior Deacon 1914, Senior Deacon 1915,
Junior Warden 1916, Senior Warden 1918, Worshipful Master
1919.
W. Bro. Logue seems to have had a busy professional life
in Perth. He taught elocution, public speaking and acting, as
well as producing stage plays. He worked to help soldiers returning from World War I who were afflicted with speech impediments caused by shell-shock. In 1924 he set up consulting
rooms in Harley Street, London where he treated both rich and
poor alike; apparently the exorbitant fees he charged the rich
subsidized the treatment of his poorer clients. In 1926 he was
consulted by the then Duke of York (later King George VI) for
help to overcome his stammer. At the Coronation of King
George VI on 12 May 1937, W. Bro. Logue wore the MVO
decoration awarded by the King the night before.
W. Bro. Logue was a founder of the British Society of Speech

continued from page 12
New Orleans Valley-Of Current Interest:

Lazar, 32º, KCCH who provided mini-lectures on the esoteric
symbols of the various Degrees during the intermissions.
Our stated meeting on April 5 featured a very well executed
Service of Remembrance and Renewal. This celebration and
obligatory Observance featured all the traditional accompaniments and showcased for the many members and guests present
the ritualistic talents of a large and well-coordinated Team who
delivered the traditional lectures. This annual observance always beautifully serves to underscore the closeness and unity
of our Scottish Rite Family.
We all look forward to the month of June which will be
marked by events of historic importance for the Scottish Rite:
the beautiful Royal Sonesta Hotel will be the host of a History
and Research Symposium celebrating the New Orleans Scottish Rite Bicentennial. The Chairman of this grand-scale project
is Ill. and M.W. Bro. Clayton J. "Chip" Borne, III, 33º, PGM.
For complete details and Registration please visit:
www.neworleansaasr.info . These exciting and unprecedented
events will kick off on June 1st and continue on for several
days with large participation of a wide cross-section of our
membership. You will not want to miss this! Each and every
one of you is cordially invited! There is still time to register,
so please be sure to visit the link above and claim your place in
this unprecedented and historic series of events. We hope to
see you all there!
Fraternally,
Ion Lazar, 32ºKCCH

Note From Your Secretary
Have you changed your address, phone numbers, email address, etc? If you have, please call the office (504) 522 3789.
Remember, your information is the only link we have with you.
Thanks for your cooperation.
Fraternally,
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°
General Secretary
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continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley From The Secretary’s Desk:

your recognition.
Sincerely,
Cadet LTJG Jennifer Strickland

L:R - Lee Coleman-Assistant Principal West Feliciana High School
and Cadet Jennifer Strickland.

Cadet Jennifer Strickland exemplifies the academic standards in her class encouraging and demonstrating patriotism
by deeds or conduct during participation in extracurricular
activities or community projects.
In this day and time it is so encouraging to be a part of
building our leaders of tomorrow. I know all Scottish Rite
Masons will join me and wishing Cadet Jennifer Strickland all
success in your life journey.
Midyear is already upon us. Where does the time go? I
like to think of it as time flies when you are having fun. Brethren from time to time in my duties at the office I come upon
old photographs that take me back to 1965 when I received
the degrees in Scottish Rite Masonry. The enthusiasm of the
brothers was like electricity in the air. You could actually feel
it, almost touch it. The degree teams, the kitchen crew, the
stage crew and everyone involved was like the family reunions
I recall from days of my youth, we called it Decoration Day.
We would all meet at the cemetery and have dinner on the
ground and mingle with all the families there, one group after another, re uniting with lost relatives. Where has this has
gone?
A Special thanks to the degree captains and their teams
for their hard work during the Spring Reunion. A very special
thanks to all those behind the scene people with the costumes
and stage. Last but not least our kitchen crew for the food that
was prepared for the event. Welcome back Brothers Jim
Wingate and Howard Dalton chief cook and brave. The Personal Representative worked hard to get the degree teams together. Brethren we need to seriously consider where do we
want our Valley to be in the Years ahead. At the rate we are
going now it cannot survive. We desperately need to come
back Home. Brethren, Your Mother Valley is calling out to
continued next column
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you with tears in her eyes.
On behalf of the Officers and members of the Valley of Baton
Rouge we welcome each of our newly made 32° Scottish Rite
Masons into fellowship and remind you the Stated Communications are every Second Monday of the Month at 7:30 PM.
The ladies are always welcome to join us for the evening meal
before the meeting.
Mark your calendar on October 10th at our Stated Communication, we will meet at the Scottish Rite Parking lot and journey to Houma for the Feast of Tishri. La Bonne Marie will
host the meeting and I know from the past experience it will
be a very exciting time. It will be an Open Meeting and you
can bring your wives and friends if you so desire. We are looking at chartering a bus for the evening to keep the expenses
down but at the same we can fellowship and enjoy the ride as
we travel there and back.
Widow's night is approaching and has been changed to the
27th of August. Make sure you start now getting the names,
and contact information to the office as soon as possible. The
invitations will need to go out sometime around the first of
August. Make sure you inquire as to the needs of the widows
for transportation. Remember the Widows Night is not only
for Scottish Rite Masons but extended to all Masons’ widows
in our area. Let your Lodge Secretary know the date and lets
make ready for a big evening for the ladies. Joe Stroud has
been working on this project for some time now, talking to
people for the evening of entertainment and meal preparation.
The Officers of the Valley are working to encourage our
members to come out to the meetings. In so doing it is planned
to have the Degree Teams exemplify a degree from time to
time during the year at out Stated Meeting. This will give them
opportunity to perfect their degree while preparing for up coming re unions. The past several years have seen a steady fall in
our presentation of the Ritual. Brethren, we are short changing the candidates for Scottish Rite Masonry; not to mention
the impression we are projecting to encourage others to unite
with us. We can turn this around but it well be accomplished
only by all of us working together for a common cause.
Remember Brethren Check Your Dues Card you now have
and make sure it is current. The Office is in the process of
sending out Late Notices for 2011 now. We still have some out
standing 2010 that have not been paid as well. You should
have a current dues card to present, when you attend meetings. Do not forget to wear your HAT.
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32° KCCH
General Secretary
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MORALS and DOGMA by ALBERT PIKE

Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry , prepared for the Supreme Council of the
Thirty Third Degree for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States: Charleston, 1871.
2º - Fellow-craft:
In the Ancient Orient, all religion was more or less a mystery and there was no divorce from it of philosophy. The popular theology, taking the multitude of allegories and symbols
for realities, degenerated into a worship of the celestial luminaries, of imaginary Deities with human feelings, passions,
appetites, and lusts, of idols, stones, animals, reptiles. The
Onion was sacred to the Egyptians, because its different layers were a symbol of the concentric heavenly spheres. Of course
the popular religion could not satisfy the deeper longings and
thoughts, the loftier aspirations of the Spirit, or the logic of
reason. The first, therefore, was taught to the initiated in the
Mysteries. There, also, it was taught by symbols. The vagueness of symbolism, capable of many interpretations, reached
what the palpable and conventional creed could not. Its indefiniteness acknowledged the abstruseness of the subject: it
treated that mysterious subject mystically: it endeavored to
illustrate what it could not explain; to excite an appropriate
feeling, if it could not develop an adequate idea; and to rmake
the image a mere subordinate conveyance for the conception,
which itself never became obvious or familiar.
Thus the knowledge now imparted by books and letters,
was of old conveyed by symbols; and the priests invented or
perpetuated a display of rites and exhibitions, which were not
only more attractive to the eye than words, but often more
suggestive and more pregnant with meaning to the mind.
Masonry, successor of the Mysteries, still follows the ancient manner of teaching. Her ceremonies are like the ancient
mystic shows,--not the reading of an essay, but the opening of
a problem, requiring research, and constituting philosophy the
arch- expounder. Her symbols are the instruction she gives.
The lectures are endeavors, often partial and one-sided, to
interpret these symbols. He who would become an accomplished
Mason must not be content merely to hear, or even to understand, the lectures; he must, aided by them, and they having,
as it were, marked out the way for him, study, interpret, and
develop these symbols for himself.

and expectations are its own. It is trained to think for itself,
and also to act for itself. When the enslaved people prostrate
themselves in the dust before the hurricane, like the alarmed
beasts of the field, the free people stand erect before it, in all
the strength of unity, in self-reliance, in mutual reliance, with
effrontery against all but the visible hand of God. It is neither
cast down by calamity nor elated by success.
This vast power of endurance, of forbearance, of patience,
and of performance, is only acquired by continual exercise of
all the functions, like the healthful physical human vigor, like
the individual moral vigor.
And the maxim is no less true than old, that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. It is curious to observe the universal pretext by which the tyrants of all times take away the national liberties. It is stated in the statutes of Edward II., that
the justices and the sheriff should no longer be elected by the
people, on account of the riots and dissensions which had
arisen. The same reason was given long before for the suppression of popular election of the bishops; and there is a witness to this untruth in the yet older times, when Rome lost her
freedom, and her indignant citizens declared that tumultuous
liberty is better than disgraceful tranquillity.

...............
Despotism is not difficult in any land that has only known
one master from its childhood; but there is no harder problem
than to perfect and perpetuate free government by the people
themselves; for it is not one king that is needed: all must be
kings. It is easy to set up Masaniello, that in a few days he
may fall lower than before. But free govermnent grows slowly,
like the individual human faculties; and like the forest-trees,
from the inner heart outward. Liberty is not only the common
birth-right, but it is lost as well by non-user as by mis-user. It
depends far more on the universal effort than any other human property. It has no single shrine or holy well of pilgrimage for the nation; for its waters should burst out freely from
the whole soil.
The free popular power is one that is only known in its
strength in the hour of adversity: for all its trials, sacrifices

Albert Pike
1809-1891
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a refuge - our own sanctum sanctorum - our Holy Place - within
the confines of our Lodges and Lodges of Perfection, we can
escape the outside world and come in and practice the courtesies of Brotherhood and fellowship one with another - it is
indeed a holy place away from today's world.
In our meetings in those refuges, we tend to dress better,
act better, practice the formality of civility and courtesy, listen
and learn, all being on the Level and not having to compete
with the next man - just competing to be better than ourselves.
A Master, dear friend and Brother, use to always open Lodge
with the injunction that inside that room, we were no longer in
the outside world, we were in a sacred retreat and needed to
clear our hearts and minds and become true Masons. He then
had a period of quiet and reflection where no one spoke or
moved - after a short period, he would proceed. I learned to
cherish that time and escape and clear my mind and open it to
what Masonry should be in me. A deep breath, closing my
eyes and suddenly a transformation happened - it was a feeling
of renewal and refreshment - each time it happened. The sad
part was that so few understood and enjoyed those times, and
so few Masons had the opportunity to understand and enjoy
that experience. Living in today's world gives precious few
moments to escape. Some go on religious retreats to places
like Manresa in Convent between Baton Rouge and New Orleans for a long weekend and try to find peace - no talking, no
TV, no cell phones - close to Heaven for many. Others go to
the beach for a week or to the mountains, or on a cruise, and
some just chill-out in their lounge chair in the den for several
hours each weekend. We all need those times to escape today's
world and remember the lessons of our childhood - be respectful, be reverent, be neat, listen rather than talk, work honestly,
play fair and keep ahead of those people who slow you, catch
you and bring you down.
Scottish Rite continues to attempt to teach us to have faith
and to love our GOD, our country, our family and our neighbor, respect and care and spread hope for those less fortunate,
disregard irreverence and those intemperate, labor honestly and
honor true success, work for the good of all, take time to be
with family and friends - cherish true friendship, work to better ourselves, and know that the Peace of the Master is with
and in each of us, always. If each of us really practices these
lessons, the world will truly change, and living in today's world
will improve. Thank you for continuing to be a Scottish Rite
Mason and attempting daily to practice and live Scottish Rite's
lessons and make our world a better place in which to live.

THE FINALWORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Living In Today’s World”
When I was growing up, my parents (who were the best
parents in the world) taught me many important lessons about
life - how to get along with others, including my younger
Brother; loving GOD by learning more about Him and attending Church regularly and praying daily; saying "yes Mam",
"no Mam", "yes Sir", "no Sir", "please", "thank you", "excuse
me", and other little words that would help me through life;
taking a bath regularly; brushing my teeth; dressing with matching socks - all important lessons of life. Keeping elbows off
the dinner table and taking what I wanted to eat, but eating
what I took and not talking with my mouth full taught not to
overload my plate and to talk less and listen more - which had
other far-reaching effects later. Playing in the neighborhood
taught me to share, and that all things were not always fair;
you did not always wind up on the winning team, good friends
would cheat at hide-and-seek, and that you had to run faster
than the one chasing you if you did not want to be caught. As
I got older, these lessons of childhood meant more - getting
along with others, being reverent, being polite, having a neat
appearance, trying to listen and learn rather than talk, that life
was not always fair but you had to deal with good times as well
as bad, sometimes friends let you down, and that you needed to
stay ahead of people who might slow you and pull you down.
Today's world is faster than the world in which I grew up - it is
too fast sometimes; but the lessons then need to be remembered now.
People today unfortunately forget the normal courtesies and
formalities - the excuse is "there isn't time for all of that" interrupting conversation and using words that were once "off
limits". Everyone wanting to be a winner and taking short
cuts to ensure being first, regardless of who gets pushed aside
or hurt - that is today's world for many. Forgetting to hold
doors, pushing into elevators, talking on cell phones in public
places, cutting people off in traffic - today's world.
But we in Freemasonry and especially in Scottish Rite have

Bill Mollere, 33 ° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
When can the regular biennial sessions
be held?
The Supreme Council shall meet in
regular session biennially, between the
first day of the months of August and the
15th day of October in each odd year, as
specified by the Sovereign Grand Commander and in special session as provided
in Section 2 of Article V. No nomination
of Grand Crosses shall be made or acted
upon except at a regular session. Nominations of Inspectors General Honorary
and of Knights Commander of the Court
of Honour shall be as prescribed in Article IV, Section 9, and Article XIV, Section 2.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Riteof
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which
they live by teaching and emulating the
principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance,
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion,
and dedication to God, family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

