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The event is often described as one of the most grueling
events in the world of sports. It demands the participants to
complete 2.4 miles of swimming, 112 miles of bicycling and a
complete marathon of 26.2 miles consecutively-all within a
maximum of 17 hours time. Originating with some bored Navy
Seals in Hawaii, discussing whether runners, swimmers or cyclist were the most fit athletes. A Navy commander overheard
the conversation and decided to combine all of the venues in
one event and the winner would be declared “The Ironman”.
The first event in February 1978 commenced with 15 Navy
Seals. There are now 15 events sanctioned worldwide, on every continent except Antarctica. There are thousands participating in the 6 races in North America annually. It does not
appear to be something for a man sound in mind...would undertake willingly.
Enter Tim Hutchinson, 32°-KCCH Valley of Baton Rouge,
son of Louise and Bro. Robert J. Hutchinson 33°. Tim was an avid
runner in Junior and Senior High, including running the Baton
Rouge Marathon when he was only 15 years old. After graduating
from Episcopal High School in 1984, Tim gave up running in
pursuit of career goals. Tim graduated in 1988 with a degree in
Mechanical Engineering.
Fast forward 16 years. Tim and Christine are happily married,
have Lara Nichole (11) and Mason Reid (9) and Tim is working in
his chosen field as a professional engineer at Deep South Crane
and Rigging. At 34, Tim decides it was time to get back in physical shape and since running was always his passion and favorite
exercise, it was only natural to hit the road again. “I thought it
would be easy, how wrong I was. My 34 year old body was nothing
like my 16 year old body,” said Tim recently. “The new one hurt
a LOT more!” During the next few years, Tim would train for a
short race, compete and then stop running again. He had accomplished the goal and nothing was a challenge. “The main reason
was I had done it all” Tim admitted.

Tim was raised a Master Mason in Capitol Lodge #399, now
Trinity Union Lodge #372, in 1991. Not one to be satisfied with
sitting on the sidelines, Tim was Master of Capitol Lodge in 1996.
He joined the Scottish Rite in Baton Rouge being made a Master
of the Royal Secret in 1995 and received Knight Commander of
the Court of Honour in 2001. He is the Degree Master of the 32°
and also works in the 4th, 25th, 28th Degrees.
In 2002 Tim signed up for an Off Road Duathlon, consisting of
a 2 mile trail run, 10 mile mountain bike ride ending with another
2 mile run. The concept of multiple platforms in one event struck
a familiar chord with Tim. He enjoyed running again. His first
Spring Triathlon in the fall of 2003 was followed by four more in
2004. These events are approximately half mile swims, 18-20 mile
cycling and a 3.1 mile run. “The excitement of training in three
different events and the challenge of a new and growing sport had
me hooked.” says Tim. “I was still only training for the short
distance triathlons. I had planned on competing in the 2006 Iron
Man Florida Race right before I turned 40, but some very motivating people at the Baton Rouge Triathlon Club convinced me
otherwise.” He now has to figure out how to bike, swim and run
the 140.4 miles on November 5, 2005.
When Tim would watch the coverage of the Ironman length
triathlons, he would especially take notice of the athletes racing
for a cause. “I thought to myself that this would be the only way I
would do it. In November 2004, I let my sanity lapse for a brief
moment and signed up for the Ironman Florida. I knew for my first
race, I wanted to race for a Masonic Charity.” says Tim. With the
many educators in his family, the Childhood Learning Centers
was his ideal choice. “Children have a hard enough time in today’s
world without having disabilities that hinder their learning” notes
Tim. He further said “If by my suffering a little I can help one
child, then it will all be worth it.” For Tim the decision resulted
with him signing up with Janus Charity Challenge to raise money
for the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation.
Janus Charity Challenge was created to assist athletes in raising money for their charities. In addition to providing the means
for setting up the fund-raisers, they have sparked the competitive
nature in most triathletes by donating additional funds to the charities of the top fund-raisers at each event. The top fund-raiser at
each event will get an additional $10,000.00 dollars for their charity. Second through fifth place will get $8,000.00, $6,000.00,
$4,000.00 and $2,000.00, respectively. Even the next twenty-five
fund-raisers will get $750.00! All of this is donated by Janus Capital Group to the charity in addition to the money raised by the
competitor. For any donation or fund-raiser to count as part of the
Janus Challenge, it must be raised with the Ironman competition
in mind. The dollars will then count towards Tim’s grand total
and make him eligible for receiving the additional prize monies
for the Foundation.

continued next column
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Philalethes Society
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The purpose of this article is not only to
highlight a fine young Masonic brother, but
also help aid and assist Tim in his goal.
Which is really our goal, to support the Scottish Rite Foundation. Tim has a website that
gives updates on his training, additional information and links to answer any questions. You can donate several ways, either
through the website or directly to the cause.
Go to http://www.timbeaux.com . If you
would rather donate by check, please make
it payable to Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation, with Ironman Challenge in the
memo area. Mail to:
Ironman Challenge
c/o Tim Hutchinson
7499 Saint John Drive
Gonzales, LA 70737
Sign up for Tim’s newsletter at:
www.timbeaux.com
If there is a greater time to work in unity,
through and with Tim’s efforts, it doesn’t
come to mind. The only sidelines we should
occupy for this cause are those family room
chairs watching the event on ESPN. Tim is
challenging his mind and body to complete
this race. A great opportunity exists for the
Valleys to use this as a press release, showcasing Tim and our four Childhood Learning Centers, as well as getting the word out
on our charity. Perhaps even building
bridges with those outside the Family and
tapping into resources not usually accessible
during our regular fund raising efforts.

Freemason have always proclaimed that
they are not a secret society, yet out of millions of Freemasons, all over the world, only
a select few are aware of The Philalethes
Society.
Among the original ‘keepers of this secret’ were Harold V. B. Voorhis, Rudyard
Kipling, Robert I. Clegg, Louis Black, J.
Hugo Tatsch, Charles S. Plumb, Harry L.
Haywood and Charles S. Hunt.
The Philalethes Society was founded on
October 1, 1928 by a group of Masonic Students. It was designed for Freemasons desirous of seeking and spreading Masonic
Light. In 1946, the Philalethes Magazine
was established to publish articles by and
for its members. For many years it has been
voted the best Masonic publication in the
world.
The sole purpose of this Research Society is to act as a clearing house for Masonic
Knowledge. It exchangeds ideas, researches
problems confronting Freemasonry and
passes them along to the Masonic world.
To find out more about Freemasonry’s
Best Kept Secret, write to the Philalethes
Society, 1670 River Road, Beaver, PA 15009
or on the web at http://freemasonry/org/psoc

Calendar of Events
York Rite Bodies
Louisiana York Rite College No. 99
Stated Meeting
May 21st
New Orleans
Rainbow for Girls
Grand Assembly
June 9th-12th
Alexandria
Order of the Amaranth
Grand Court
August 4th-6th
Radison Hotel
Kenner

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33 °
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°

Spring Reunions
Monroe
May 7th
New Orleans
May 14th

Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Calvin L. Elliott, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody J. Bilyeu, 33°,
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. Harold G. Ballard, 32°
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana
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Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation News
Scholarship Awards
The following Speech-Language
scholarships, in the amount of $1250.00
each, have been awarded for the Spring
semester 2005. These students are working toward a Masters Degree in speech
pathology.
Speech and Language Center
Shreveport
Ms. Kendall M. Cole
Ms. Erin L. Dupree
Admiral Barham Speech & Language
Center-Monroe
Ms. Stephanie Wright
Ms. Lavonne Badeaux
D. Walter Jessen Speech & Language
Center-New Orleans
Ms. Leigh A. Bouterie
Ms. Camille L. Hudson
Speech and Language Center
Baton Rouge
Ms. Iris P. Poland

In Memorial/In Honor
Donations
The Foundation receives donations
through gifts of sympathy when families
request that in lieu of flowers, a donation to the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is suggested. It is not only important that these donations be recognized
but also to list the names of those that
have been remembered in such a manner. Our next issue will include an envelope and an article that will explain how
to donate In Memory Of a departed
Brother, family member or loved one.
Also, there will be In Honor Of a living
member, ie: John C. Atkinson, Mark L.
Atkinson III and Daniel A. Atkinson in
Honor of their Grandfather John L.
Atkinson. These generous gifts will be
published in all subsequent issues.

continued :
Memorials

In Memory of Christine Owens
Marjorie & Robert Joyner
In Memory of Clarence Coons
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
In Memory of Kate Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
In Memory of Robert “Bolo”
Beason
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
In Memory of Ms. Atsy Emerson
Don & Ruby Chancellor
In Memory of Merle Kilgore
Marjorie and Robert Joyner

MEMORIALS

FUNDRAISING
The Monroe Scottish Rite Valley
sponsered the 12th Louisiana Jubilee
Tennessee Walking and Racking Horse
Show on March 4 - 5, 2005 at the Ike
Hamilton Facility in West Monroe. Over
the years, members of the Monroe Valley
have raised in excess of $70,000.00 for
the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation.
The Supreme Council in Washington has
sent matching funds from the Credit Card
Program. These funds are used to support the four Speech and Language Centers in the state. The continuing efforts
of the Monroe Valley are sincerely appreciated by the foundation.

In Memory of Ill. T. Scott Strickland,
33° PGM, Personal Representative to
the Deputy of the Supreme Council for
the Valley of Monroe
Farm Credit Association OSMO,
Andrew, Bill, Joe and Karen
Gary K. Van Meter
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Joyner
Mr. and Mrs. Carl T. Fatheree
Dr. and Mrs. Beryl C. Franklin
Mr. Arnold C. Chisholm
Mr. Aubrey D. Watt & Family
Chairman of the Farm Credit Asso.
Doug Flory
Kay Livingston
Nancy Pellet
Marianne M. Lewis
Rebecca S. Orlich
Calvin L. Elliott
Stan and Annette Hill
Wendy R. Laguarda
In Memory of Marilyn Taylor
Arnold C. Chisholm
continued next column
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Timbeaux Ironman Challenge
Donations
Richard and Crystal Legnon
The Wayne M. Mitchell Living Trust
Jean and Sara Zeringue
Larry H. Moore
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The decline in Masonic membership —
we talk about it incessantly, we make endless plans, and we work. But we seem to
get nowhere — the decline continues.
Maybe that’s because we have misdiagnosed
the problem. Maybe the “decline in Masonic membership” is just the tip of the iceberg — the surface symptom of a much
broader malady. Maybe we’re like a doctor
treating a patient’s fever, oblivious to the
pneumonia that’s causing the fever.
Brethren, our membership problem is
just a small manifestation of a sickness that
affects our entire society. No matter how
hard we try to fix our little surface symptom, the underlying illness will kill our
Craft, if we don’t find some way to address
that, too. And, we can’t do that alone. We’ll
need outside help — all the outside help we
can get.
Robert Putnam is a Harvard sociology
professor and author of the recent bestseller, Bowling Alone. Putnam’s friend runs
a bowling alley. He had noticed a membership decline of a different sort — a decline
in the membership of bowling leagues. His
income had fallen off sharply, because individual bowlers — “bowling alone” —
don’t spend money at the concession stand
the way league bowlers do.
Prof. Putnam did a massive and rigorously scientific study. His work showed that
any way you measure “social capital”,
you’ll find the same pattern — a rapid increase from the year 1900 to 1960, or so,
and a breathtaking decline, ever since.
Sound familiar?
Social capital is the extent to which
people get off their couches, go out of their

houses, meet, and do things together. Mailing in a check so that an organization can
hire a pro to do the job does not count —
that’s called “Professionalization”, and
professionalization is antisocial capital. It
is only when people actively come together
with common interests that social capital is
generated. That includes Masonic Lodge
membership, but it also includes such things
as PTA membership, church attendance (at
orthodox churches — not including evangelical churches), political activity, union
activity, and “volunterism”. The same pattern shows up when you measure the extent
to which people entertain others in their
homes, and even in such a simple thing as
a family having dinner together. These issues are “social capital” too, and they show
the exact same increase and then the exact
same decline as do all the other parameters.
Putnam carefully measured more than a
dozen separate parameters, and all the
graphs and show identical curves — practically super-imposable.
Brethren, virtually every public civic
organization in America is having the same
problem we’re having. No one of them can
solve their problem alone, and neither can
we.
Current generations of Americans are
not interacting as much as our parents and
their parents did, and it matters. It matters
because societies with higher levels of social capital function more smoothly than do
societies with lower levels of social capital.
In Putnam’s words, “Where people…are
subject to repeated interactions with fellow
citizens…there is no need to spend time and
money making sure that others will uphold
their end of the arrangement or penalizing
them if they don’t.” Not only will Masonry
be better off when we are able to successfully reverse these declines — society as a
whole will be much better off, too (as anyone can attest, who recalls, for example, the
fifties, when social capital was at its peak
levels).
Parenthetically, part of “social capital”
is a thing called “Generalized Reciprocity”
— for example, letting someone enter traffic from a side street, when you don’t have
to, or letting the person with only one item
cut in line ahead of you at the supermarket
checkout counter. Most of us have been on
both the giving end and the receiving end,

in both of those situations — we have all
experienced generalized reciprocity. And
Putnam asserts that we need more of it. He
says that, “A society characterized by generalized reciprocity is more efficient…If we
don’t have to balance every exchange instantly, we can get a lot more accomplished.”
There are two kinds of social capital,
and we really need to understand both, if
we hope to preserve our Craft. “Bridging”
social capital extends to others outside our
group. An example of this would be a softball league in which all the churches in town
form teams, and the various churches then
interact with each other by competing on
the diamond. Putnam calls “Bridging” social capital the “WD-40” of society. “Bonding” social capital has to do with how we
relate with others inside our group. This
refers to, for example, activities such as the
aforementioned family dinners — activities
that promote interactions within an organization. Putnam calls “Bonding” social
capital the “Super Glue” of society.
One of our very beautiful Master Mason Working Tools Lectures touches on both
“Bridging” and “Bonding “ social capital,
in these words — “To this end is the use of
the trowel – to…make the Fraternity’s influence and power more effective in the
Lodge [Bonding social capital]
and…in…the community in which we live
[Bridging social capital]. Again, the profound wisdom of our forebears in Masonry
is displayed. They understood that we will
always need to work to improve our Lodges
within and at the same time reach out to
the “profane” world around us — we will
need to do anything we can, to have a meaningful presence in our communities.
Bro. W. A. Morris wisely says of “the
profane world” that, “The public is the only
thing that will prevent Freemasonry from
becoming extinct. That’s the only place we
can look, to find new members.” Yes...
that’s “Bridging” social capital, and brethren, Masonry needs a lot more of it. We
must interact as Masons with “the profane
world”.
On page iii of our Handbook of Masonic
Law we find the statement that
Freemasonry’s principles, “…are proclaimed as widely as men will hear. Its only
secrets are in its methods of recognition and

continued on next column
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Dr. Lawrence D. Wade-32°
Valley of Baton Rouge

Builders of Bridges
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on first Wednesdays of every month

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892

Valley of New Orleans Spring
Reunion will be held on May
14, 2005.

Please secure petitions.
Calendar of Events-2005
Wednesday, May 4, 2005
Stated Communication & Guest Speaker

Saturday, May 14, 2005
Spring Reunion
Wednesday, June 1, 2005
Masonic Celebrity Chef’s Night

Wednesday, July 6, 2005
4th of July Celebration/Patriotic Music

News in New Orleans
Welcome to our wonderful world of skyrocketing temperatures during early Summer of 2005, in the Valley of New Orleans.
A step out of the blistering heat into the
cool and refreshing confines of our
Consistory is enough to soothe the overheated brow and the disrupted personality.
Br. Lloyd, our dauntless and handsome
secretary, advises that things are bright and
shiny at the Consistory. Renovations to the
lobby, improved auditorium lighting and
wall color, and brightening of the Gold
continued on next column

continued:
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Room provide a much needed boost to our
environs. Fresh paint, gracefully blooming
azaleas in the Garden District and awakening Crepe Myrtles in the Central Business
District herald the best of times in la belle
dame du sud, Nouvelle Orléans. It’s all
good, mes frères, and it’s ours to enjoy!
News from the East is encouraging and
mouth watering too. Savory delights await
all who attend our June meeting but there’s
a catch. R: W: Chip Borne has announced
“Mystery Chef’s Night.” The membership
is encouraged to partake of the skillful
handiwork of our mystery guest chef sponsored by a yet to be identified New Orleans
area Blue Lodge. Venerable Master Borne
has gone to great lengths to promote Blue
Lodge involvement within the Consistory.
What better method than to satisfy the appetite and provide the opportunity for meaningful adult conversation at table. Remember brothers, “Eat hearty and take big bites.”
Our thanks and appreciations are showered upon our own Br. Howard Entwistle.
He has labored tirelessly in the fields and
has returned with effective leadership as the
byword. Br. Howard’s efforts toward the
establishment of the New Orleans Chapter
of the Knight’s of St. Andrew warrant acclaim. Your writer knows that Br. Howard
would never invite praise so let’s afford him
the applause he deserves. A shake of the
hand or a pat on the back will “powerize”
him to ever better levels of performance. If
secret be told, Br. Howard’s quite skilled in
the work of our other Masonic bodies as
well. We need more multi-faceted Masons
of his caliber. Thanks again Br. Howard!
One should keep in mind the many
brothers who toil in our “vineyard” and
deserve more than faint commendation. To
each of those silent warriors we send our
thanks and admiration. Keep up the good
work and know that our very existence and
the quality thereof is the result of your generosity and energy.

One of our most highly effective warriors is Br. Ion Lazar. Your writer has observed Br. Lazar at virtually every scheduled meeting and opportunity. He’s not one
to speak without thinking nor is he one to
criticize. Instead, he’s a wonderful example
of Masonic diplomacy and deportment. Br.
Lazar contributed the following article for
your pleasure. Be sure to compliment him
on “stepping up to the plate” and making a
literary contribution the next time you see
him at the Consistory. He’s a terrific fellow
and highly committed to our cause.

continued on next column
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Valley of New Orleans
Knights of St. Andrew Chapter
The creation of Chapters of Knights of
St. Andrew within the Scottish Rite Valleys as part of a comprehensive membership development plan was one of the main
topics of discussion during the 2004 Conference of A.A.S.R. Fellows, which was held
in Wichita in May of 2004. Our Sovereign
Grand Commander highlighted the achievements of the many Chapters of Knights of
St. Andrew in the Valleys where they are
already established and challenged the Conference Fellows to develop and to support
similar initiatives within their own Valleys.
In the months following the Wichita Conference, the two Fellows representing our
Valley of New Orleans, Bro. Howard
Entwistle and Bro. Ion Lazar, worked to
develop a plan for a New Orleans Chapter
of the Knights of St. Andrew.
continued on page 14

I N M EMORIAM
E. Frank Daigle, 32° KCCH
William F. Fink, 33°
Hiram K. Greer, 32°
Rafael Hernandez, 32°
Jose P. Hernandez, 32°
David P. Landry, 32°
John J. McCabe, 32°
Henry A. Mentz, Jr. 32° KCCH
Jules H. Signorelli, 32°
George C. Stringer, 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on second Tuesdays of every month
continued:
Junior ROTC Awards

continued:
Service of Remembrance

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318 221-9713 Fax: 318 226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, May 10, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program:

6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Tuesday, June 8, 2005
Dinner
Regular Meeting

6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Tuesday, July 12, 2005
KCCH Club Meeting:
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program

5:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

Service of Remembrance
The Shreveport Chapter of Rose Croix
held the annual Ceremony on March
22nd. Under the direction of Wise Master Billy J. George, 33° the Extinguishing
and Relighting the Lights was well received
by the 116 members and guests. Ballard L.
Smith, 33° & Personal Representative, presided over the Observance and ritual. 46
members had been called home since the
preceeding year and this time was set aside
to remember those Knights. Our visitors
included four members from the Valley of
Dallas, Orient of Texas Douglas J. Webster32°, Havey S. Dorman, Jr.-33°, Dowell
Sterrett-32° and Herman H. Bennett, Jr.-33°
and current Commander of the Dallas
Council of Kadosh.

On March 25th, the service was held
at the Masonic Temple in Alexandria. Ill.
Roy B. Delaney, 33°-PGM was the speaker
in Shreveport and Ill. Milford G. Busby, 33°
spoke in Alexandria. Both of them used this
time to talk on Masonic and religious significance of the Feast of the Passover and
Easter.

Cadet Delebra Johnson, John L. Atkinson, 33°
and Cadet Jared Book

JrROTC Awards
Cadets 2nd Lt. Delebra Johnson and
1st Lt. Jared Book received JrROTC
awards at the banquet held at Barksdale
Air Force Base Officers Club on March
19, 2005. Delebra and Jared attend Benton
High School and were selected to receive
the Supreme Council’s Americanism and
Education Award for their work in the
LA951st Air Force Junior ROTC Wing of
their school. The Award consists of a
medal, ribbon and certificate that continues to be popular with the students. The
Medal depicts the heraldic logo of the
Scottish Rite and the words JROTC Education and Americanism are inscribed
prominently.
Mark L. Atkinson, 32° presented
Awards to Cadet Major Brittany McGirr of
the LA801 Air Force Junior ROTC Group
of Haughton High School, during their
WingDing Award Banquet and dance at the
Barksdale Air Force Base on March 12,
2005. Cadet McGirr, a third year student is
the Wing Staff Judge Advocate. She has
served as the assistant Staff Judge, Squadron Commander and Color Guard Commander. She ranks in the top 5 percent in
her class. Brittany, as well as the other Cadets receiving the Scottish Rite Americanism and Education Award, exemplifies the
finest young men and women in the Junior
ROTC Program. They maintain and raise
the standard of their units.

continued next column

continued next column
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Mark L Atkinson, 32° with Cadet Brittany McGirr

Mission Statement
The Mission of the Shreveport Scottish Rite Valley is to foster and promote
the intangible qualities of Trust, Values,
Morals and Justice through the principles of Freemasonry; To provide the
opportunity to expand Masonic knowledge and education; To contribute to the
improvement of our communities and
families for the betterment of all and; To
improve the lives of children through our
charities enabling them to become productive citizens.

I N M EMORIAM
Billy James Havens, 32°
Max Herman Renov, 32°
Lee Roy Thompson. 32°
Truett H. Williams, Jr., 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on third Wednesday of every month
Featured Speaker in March

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, May 18, 2005
Dinner with guests:
6:30 P.M.
Regular meeting:
7:30 P.M.
Progam: Robert Coe -German Town

Glen Prejean is the Plant Manager for
the LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) Plant located south of Lake Charles. He gave the
program for the members and ladies at our
March stated meeting. There has been a lot
written in the newspapers lately about a new
station located in the Gulf of Mexico and
piped to the continent, which has generated
fears about the dangers of accidents and terrorism.
All of these were addressed by commenting on the safety requirements built into the
structures and the materials and thicknesses
involved. There was also concern from a
sportsman’s point of view due to the possible temperature change in the waters
around the platform and how far those
would extend. Complete information is not
yet known on those issues.

Wednesday, June 15, 2005
Dinner with guests:
6:30 P.M.
Regular Meeting:
7:30 P.M.
Program: Scott Pool-Roy O Martin Lbr

Wednesday, July 20, 2005
Dinner with guests:
6:30 P.M.
Regular Meeting:
7:30 P.M.
Program: Veteran Speaker-Iraq

Note: Last Friday of every month
thru October is Back Door Lunch.

continued:Knights of St. Andrew

a candidate from the new class, representing the class, which was done on Jonathan
Frazier. The next ceremony is a Squiring
of those 32 degree Masons that have petitioned to join the Knights and have proven
that they possess the quality of being a dedicated volunteer. The last ceremony is the
formal Knighting which comes six months
or longer after the Squiring, with a review
of the continued presence of the Squire
when called upon.
During each of these rites there a detailed history of the Order dating back to
the Crusades, to 1118 A.D., to Robert the
Bruce, and Jacques DeMolay. A detailed list
of the Rules of the Order are also read. For
this special occasion the three ceremonies
were blended into one with those lectures
and rules normally repeated given only once
and then referred to later. With the exception of the Obligation which was given off
stage and then referred back to and acknowledged the entire performance was viewed
by the class and audience. Those participating in the degree work included Will
Houston, Rocky Schexneider, Richard Fox,
David Oeschlager, Travis Batchelor, David
Scritchfield, Daryl Johnson, Tim Hinton,
and John Butterick, Venerable Master and
Degree Master.

Glen Prejean with LNG

Knights of St. Andrew
The Lake Charles Valley Knights of St.
Andrew were honored with the opportunity
to Knight three of the Charter Members of
the newly established New Orleans Knights
of St. Andrew. Three Scottish Rite Masons
traveled from New Orleans Sunday morning to take part in the second day of the
Lake Charles Valley Spring Reunion. The
usual procedure is to confer the 29th Degree, the Knights of St. Andrew Degree, on
continued next column
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Daryl Glorioso, Leon Roberts, Marc Conrad
New Knights of KStA New Orleans Chapter
continued on page 14
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Arnold C Chisholm, 32° KCCH
Richard Degeytaire, 32°
Joseph I Gentry, 32°
Hobart S Smith, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on second Monday of every month
The Venerable Master’s Message

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Lloyd G. Pence, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: scottishrite1@juno.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday May 9, 2005
Dinner:
Meeting & Program

6:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
M:W: Harold Ballard, GM - Speaker

Monday July 11, 2005
Dinner:
6:30 P.M.
Entertainment by Guy Jenkins, 32°
Meeting & Program
7:30 P.M.
Explanation of the 14th Degree

Monday August 8, 2005
Dinner:
6:30 P.M.
Meeting & Program
7:30 P.M.
Explanation of the 18th Degree

Saturday, August 20, 2005
Widows Night Banquet

The Spring Reunion was well attended and we had a great class. My
thanks go out to all who came out and
worked in the Degrees and all who
worked so hard in the other areas to make
this important function a success.
We welcome all of our new Scottish
Rite member that came through this class
and invite them to attend our regular
monthly meetings on the second Monday
of each month.
We honored all of our 50 year members during the April meeting and William H. Brown, 33° presented the wonderful program to these distinguished brethren. Of course, a wonderful meal was enjoyed by everyone.
Our May meeting will feature M: W:
Harold G. Ballard, Grand Master of Masons in the State of Louisiana and 32° Scottish Rite Mason. I encourage everyone to
attend on May 9th as M: W: Ballard will be
our special guest and the speaker for the
evening.

Updated Photo

6:30 P.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Advisory Committee meets at 5:30 P.M. on
the Monday before the regular meeting.

Class Picture D. Vernon Dupree 33 ° Reunion
1st Row L:R Shane M Lessard, David J Cattar Jr.,
B. J. “Bev” Guillot, 32° KCCH, Clint J Pellegrin,
Leal Guillermo IV
2nd Row L:R Joshua G Gunn,Tommy C Dyson Sr.,
Edwin D Lane, John J Kukura
3rd Row L:R Jamie R McMorris, Frank L McNabb,
Wendell S Treme, Ricky D Dyson

Fraternally
B. J. Guillot, 32° KCCH

Monday September 12, 2005
Dinner:
Meeting & Program
Blue Grass Night

98th Reunion
continued :

D. Vernon Dupree 33°

Memorial 98th Reunion

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month
Refreshment:
6:30 P.M.
Meeting:
7:00 P.M.

For too many years the Baton Rouge
Valley picture provided for this publication showed the front entrance to the
Temple, as a bland brick frontage building. Regardless of the angle, there wasn’t
much cosmetically to work with. Thanks
to Bro Jim Grady, the current photograph
highlights our Language Center, with the
well worn Temple in the background.

Fall Reunion September 17-18
continued page 10
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Class Spokesman: Leal Guillermo IV
continued next column
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Donald Dedon, 32°
Bertram J Overhultz, 32°
Martin E Samuels, 32°
Mac Tavish Williamson, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on first Thursday of every month
Spring Reunion
continued :

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb32@juno.com

Calendar of Events
Thursday, May 5, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Meeting & program:

6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

a Brother and come with him to the Reunion. You will experience Brotherly
Love, some good groceries, and the
knowledge that you have paid your last
Brotherly respects to our Illustrious
Brother E. R. Minchew by securing a
petition to his Memorial Class. Since our
reunion is delayed until May 7, you may
get enough petitions to earn your dues
for the year. Three petitions in a years
time (two reunions) will get a prouder
feeling of Brotherly Love having helped
a Brother experience what you have already done as well as pay your dues for a
year!

Saturday, May 7, 2005
Spring Reunion-One Day
Thursday, June 2, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Meeting & Program:

6:00 P. M.
7:00 P. M.

Thursday, July 7, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Meeting & Program:

6:00 P. M.
7:00 P. M.

Spring Reunion
Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will hold
their Spring Reunion on Saturday, May
7, 2005. This Reunion will be named the
Dr. E. R. Minchew Class in memory of
our beloved Director of Work who worked
so diligently to improve every aspect of
the degrees presented. This is an even
greater incentive to have a large class!
Now is the time for all good Scottish Rite
Masons to contact a brother Master Mason and ask him to seek more light in
Masonry by taking the Scottish Rite Degrees. Are you really practicing Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth? One indication that you are trying to extend Brotherly Love to another Mason is to give him
a petition for the Scottish Rite Degrees.
Another way to support your Valley
is to attend the Reunion and support the

Venerable Master’s Plans
The Venerable Master for 2005 is
Brother Lloyd Hennigan, 32° KCCH
from Jena and is off and running as the
presiding officer of the Lodge of Perfection (4°-14°). Our Venerable Master has
already secured interesting programs for
each of our regular meetings, the first
Thursday of each month, through July of
this year! He has promised that these
programs will be entertaining as well as
of interest to all in attendance.
Remember Brethren that your spouse
or girl friend (but not both) is invited to
eat with you and to hear the program.
So, why not make another resolution and
bring her to each meeting. She will appreciate you even more for being so
thoughtful, and caring enough to share
the very best!!

Support Your Scottish Rite
Foundation
Have you ever stopped to consider
just exactly what the Louisiana Scottish
Rite Foundation does to improve the
public stature of Masonry throughout
Louisiana? I am sure that those who read
the Trestleboard regularly are aware of
the financial support given by your
Foundation to the four Scottish Rite
Centers in Louisiana. However, just
hearing the terms “financial support”,
means different things to different folks.
Your foundation gives scholarships
to graduate clinicians in Speech Pathology to young people from the various
universities near the Rite-Care Centers
in Baton Rouge, Monroe, New Orleans
and Shreveport. These scholarships are:
$1250.00 per student for a regular semester and $500.00 for a summer session. This means $5000.00 (plus Summer Session) per center plus the additional costs of initial evaluations and
each therapy session at the Centers that
each University provides. This results in
a very healthy chunk of money each
month when combining expenses at all
four Centers.
Why not help your Foundation by
making an annual contribution (in addition to the one dollar of your Scottish
Rite dues) to the Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation? Some members have designated money in their will to the Foundation, but we are in No Hurry to be
awarded funds from these particular bequests.

continued page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Thomas Haynes, 32°
Leonidis S Southall, 32°
Thomas Scott Strickland, 33°

continued next column
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Valley of Monroe News
continued from page 9

Valley of Monroe:
New Rainbow Girl Assembly

After the Extinguishing of the Lights, a
time of refreshment is called and the Mystic Banquet is observed. Then we reassemble and witness the Relighting of the
Lights (Lux Tenebris). You owe it to yourself and your family to attend this beautiful
ceremony during which, we remember our
deceased Brethren.

A Rising Star in Monroe
After a more than 20 year absence in
the Monroe area, the International Order
of Rainbow for Girls has instituted a new
Assembly. On February 19, 2005, Rising
Star Assembly L.T. #5 was instituted at the
Western Star Lodge # 24, in Monroe. The
new assembly is being sponsored by Louise
L. McGuire Chapter #4, O.E.S. Following
the Institution, the Grand Officers of the
Louisiana Grand Assembly initiated twelve
young ladies into the new assembly. Over
130 Masonic dignitaries, parents and
friends attended the day long event.
Following lunch, Leanna White, one of
two young ladies in the Monroe area who
were currently active members in Rainbow
for girls, was installed as the first Worthy
Advisor for the new assembly. The remaining 13 young ladies, the Mother Advisor,
the Assembly Dad, and the Advisory Board
were also installed into their offices and
positions.
Several former Monroe area Rainbow
members attended. Dianne Hammond
Rosier, Former Member and Mother Advisor, and current Advisory Board Member
said, “I feel like I have come full circle. It is
great to have a Rainbow for Girls assembly
back in our community.” Dianne was also
appointed District Deputy in the Monroe
Area, for the Louisiana Grand Assembly.
Some of the new assembly’s projects in
its first term of officers will be, assist with
needed items for the YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter, State Charity Projects, attend
Rainbow University Leadership Camp and
Louisiana Grand Assembly, along with various fund raising projects. Of course the most
important, meeting new friends and having fun.
The new assembly will meet on the second and fourth Thursday of each month, at
7:00 P.M.., at the Western Star Lodge in
Monroe, La. All active Rainbow for Girls
members, Masons, Eastern Star, and other
adult affiliated bodies are urged to attend
and support these fine young ladies.
Joseph M White 32°

Valley of Monroe:
Service of Remembrance

Rising Star Assembly pictured from L:R
Front Row: Anna Desadier, Sara Fussel, Judy
Arrant, Britany Hill, Kala Smith, Laura Pittman
Middle Row: Anna Beth Cannon, Jordan McGee,
Heather Entwistle, Mandy Stansell, Lauren Ogles,
Tiffiny Hanser
Back Row: Leanna White-Worthy Advisor,
Nannette White-Mother Advisor and Daisy
Windham-Worthy Associate Advisor

New Presenters of Service of
Remembrance at Monroe
Maundy Thursday
The Monroe cast of members who have
done an excellent job in the Ceremony of
Extinguishing the Lights for a number of
years are getting the opportunity to sit in
the audience and watch the proceedings on
March 24th, 2005. Ill: Woody Bilyeu, 33°
announced at the January 17th meeting of
the S.G.I.G. Advisory Conference that the
Kisatchie Scottish Rite Maundy Thursday
cast would present the ceremony usually
performed under the direction of Ill: Harry
E. Moseley, 33° and his competent cast.
This Obligatory ceremony is beautifully
done and is extremely meaningful to the
Scottish Rite Membership. If you will recall, when you received the 18° you were
obligated to attend this particular ceremony.
From the early beginning of the Rite,
Maundy Thursday has been set aside as a
day when we may, in unison, express our
faith in the Mercy and Wisdom of our Creator, and our allegiance to our Order and to
each other. If any discord has disturbed the
brotherly feeling between you and another
Brother of the Rite, it is your duty to adjust
your difference before partaking of the Paschal Feast.
continued on next column
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Knightly News
Baton Rouge Chapter of the
Knights of St. Andrew
During the month of February, our
Chapter initiated three new Squires from
the Houma area and look forward to announcing their Knighthood (complete
with names) in an upcoming issue of the
Trestleboard. The Knights served
well at our Spring Reunion and I want to
thank each person that participated
and assisted with the degrees. We are looking forward to an exciting year and having
a party during the Fall Reunion. Remember to the meetings (4th Monday of the
month) early. We will be serving sandwiches
and snacks before each meeting.
Sir Keith Duncan, Knight Commander KStA
email: keith@masoniclight.com

Scottish Rite
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CENTER NEWS
D. Walter Jessen Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning
Center- New Orleans
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation,
Inc. has awarded scholarships to two graduate students attending LSU-HSC that are
actively working with our children at the
D. Walter Jessen Speech, Language and
Hearning Center. The Spring 2005 recipients are Leigh Anne Bouterie and Camille
L. Hodson. The following letters were received from our students in appreciation for
the awards.
Jay W. Owensby-32° KCCH

Center News
Monroe:

Center News
New Orleans:

graduate school affords. I have always enjoyed the time I have spent with the special
needs children in my community. The things
they teach me and the strides they make
inspire and delight. I want to send to you
my deepest gratitude and thank you for this
award and the faith you have bestowed in
me.
Camille L. Hodson

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation, Inc. has awarded scholarships to two
graduate students attending University of
Louisiana at Monroe. Ill. Beryl C.
Franklin, 32° Administrator of the Admiral E. A. Barham Speech and Language Center recently presented scholarship awards, in the amount of $1250.00,
for the Spring 2005 semester to Ms.
Lavon Badeaux and Ms. Stephanie
Wright.

Center Administrator

Dear Mr. Jay Owensby and the Scholarship
Committee:
Thank you so much for awarding me this
scholarship for the spring 2005 semester. I
appreciate your generosity and consideration. It has always been a dream of mine
to make a difference in someone else’s life,
and you have certainly done so in mine.
It is very difficult for students to attend
graduate school, keep up with all of its requirements, and work to pay for school. Everyday is a learning experience for me, and
it is extremely rewarding to work with this
population. These children bring so much
joy into my life, and I look forward to working with children in Louisiana in the near
future. Again, thank you for your time,
consideration, and generosity.
Leigh Anne Bouterie
Dear Mr. Owensby:
I would like to thank the members of
your organization for this wonderful award
and opportunity. Your generous contribution to my education is not only an honor,
but a tremendous responsibility that I take
pride in. The wonderful clients you help to
visit our clinic are amazing children with
strengths and gifts that inspire me daily.
The opportunity you have given me is threefold.
This scholarship allows me to influence
the lives of some beautiful and worthwhile
children, it allows me to learn new techniques to help these clients, and the scholarship helps to offset the tolls tuition from

Jay Owensby with Leigh Anne Bouterie and
Camille L. Hodson
Lavon Badeaux, Dr. Beryl C. Franklin 33° and
Stephanie Wright

Admiral E. A. Barham 32°
Speech and Hearing Center
Monroe
During the Spring semester of 2005, our
Center in Monroe was again grateful for the
dedicated endeavors of Mrs. Norma
Johnson, CCC/SLP at ULM who is our
Center’s Coordinator. She demonstrates to
the fullest, that part of the Southern
Jurisdiction’s Rite Care Center’s name
Care. She is unselfish and caring who
makes doubly sure that the graduate student
clinicians are well trained and have the
proper understanding to help our children.
Norma has served as coordinator since
the Center in Monroe was established in
September 1988. In fact, it was Norma and
Dr. David Irwin who were the guiding lights
that directed the ground work and advised
the Monroe Valley on the necessary items,
procedures and the construction of the
therapy rooms at the Temple. She secures
applications from superior graduate students
for the Scottish Rite Foundation Scholarships, was well as scheduling each semester for the therapy sessions. Norma is invaluable to the Center!
Beryl C. Franklin, 33 °
Center Administrator

continued on next column
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Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center
The Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center is finishing the
third month of the Spring Session. The
Center has 13 children enrolled. The
classes were treated to an Easter celebration, complete with bunny, eggs and refreshments. We not only make every effort to teach them to speak well but also
beleive they must learn the social skills
to function with success in today’s society.
Joe Stroud, 33°
Center Administrator
continued on page 12
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Center News-Baton Rouge
continued from page 11

continued:
Center News-Baton Rouge

continued:
Center News-Baton Rouge

Easter Egg Hunting at the Center

Abby with big smile

Olivia with her find
Matthew shows off his prize

Cameron and Kelsey compare loads

Cody and his Mom

Shreveport Childhood
Learning Center
Daniel helps his little Brother on the hunt

The Childhood Learning Center opened
for the Spring Semester on January 12, 2005
with twenty clients. Ms. Kendall Cole and
Ms. Erin Leah Dupree, Graduate Students
at LSUHSC in Shreveport, were awarded
scholarships of $1,250.00 each for the
spring and summer semesters. Both are
pursuing a master degree in speech pathology. Kendall and Erin provide speech
therapy for clients in Shreveport and other
areas.
Thomas F. Murphy, 33°
Center Administrator

Jill and Caitlin having success
continued on next column

continued on next column
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Ramblings
“I think that only daring speculation
can lead us further and not accumulation
of facts.”
Albert Einstein

Flipping through various Masonic
magazines, bulletins and publications, I
have found that there exists a consistent
theme throughout most of them. They are
full of facts on declining membership,
new definitions or buzz words to define
the issue, committees formed to study and
report findings and still other groups
study the history of the Craft. We study,
discuss, report and publish, but the one
real constant is we continue to accumulate facts and devise new catch words to
define them or define the problem.
Emotions or feelings aren’t facts but
the fact is we have them. Try defining
those. But also try speculating on the
premise of operating without emotions.
No light of reason, no intellectual pleasure, nothing more than mere animal’s
life. We firmly believe that truth and morality are relative while simultaneously
decrying the absence of virtue and the rise
of incivility. We point the finger at culture or society changes as to our relativity as a fraternity. How many times have
you heard: We need to change to meet
the needs of the young men in our society to be able to grow our membership,
OR We must be relative to today’s culture.
I believe in the changes our Fraternity has made with the age reduction, the
cipher books and expediting the degree
work. However, to say that society and
culture has changed so we must adapt to
attract new members, should not be under discussion. Are we relevant for
today’s society? Absolutely, without hesitation. Culture or society did not, has not
or should not define us nor should we
change just to meet what society expects.
Bear with me, I do have a point somewhere. I remember attending seminars
where consultants would introduce the
newest industry buzz words. I distinctly
remember paradigm shift, proactive,
teamwork and benchmark measurements.
If it is important enough to define your
progress it is important to measure. New
words to explain what we had been doing for years. However we had to pay

handsomely to have someone explain to
us how to operate in the same manner
but use different language to express it.
The facts were the same, but we weren’t
able to be playing on a level field with
the big boys without the new buzzwords
included in our vocabulary. You must
think OUTSIDE THE BOX! Oh please.
We can dress the box with pretty new
wrappings, calling it whatever the new
word of the month happens to be and we
still have the box of FACTS. We study
our history and our early leaders. If we
don’t study and learn from our history
we will be doomed to repeat it, to paraphrase what someone once said. Frankly,
I would embrace the doom of those large
reunion classes that are a part our history.
We can all be proud of the philanthropies that Masonry supports. We teach
children how to see, read, write and
speak. Our hospitals help them to recover
from burns and orthopaedic issues. What
was our relevance and objective prior to
establishing our charities? Was it to be
charitable with each other and our families, assist each other as well as come to
each other’s aid, to be truthful with one
another and in all our doings, be ethical
in all our practices and to uphold honor
and integrity?
When I was much younger, I remember my Dad telling me that he could summon a legion of men to come to his aid
with a few spoken words. I doubted him
like all teenagers would. I remember him
telling my Mother that should she need
anything, in his absence, that all she
needed to do was call Brother So and So,
a Master Mason. Anything she needed or
help with would be held in strict confidence but Masons would come to her relief. I wonder if this is still true today.
Are we distinguished by being a unique
fraternity with great charitable foundations or a distinguished philanthropy
with members unique only in the means
of joining and identification?
Our petitions disclaim that Freemasonry is to be in any way an insurance
policy, nor does it pay benefits in case of
sickness or death. We do not join for material benefit nor to profit in our undertakings. However, in our obligation we
promise to come to each other’s aid, as
well as the family, should we find that a

need is real and we are able to come to
their relief.
I saw where New Jersey held a one
day, state wide class on March 19th and
gained 1566 Masons, 466 Scottish Rite
Masons and 274 Shriners. It was a 5%
increase in membership for the Grand
Lodge. Significant numbers indeed and
they should be congratulated. The size of
the class was attributed to public advertisements in broadcast and printed press.
I am neither endorsing nor condemning
One Day Classes. It is the number of
members that caught my attention. I am
not in possession of facts on how the
applicants were interviewed, investigated
or elected to receive the degrees. I am sure
that the amount of work required was
along the lines of that in the ‘40s and
50’s when our own classes were very
large. What was it that brought those men
to the Fraternity back then? Where are
the now grown children of those members? Yes, several of them are members,
but not a majority. There is a generation
gap. The gap from a generation that
doesn’t know about Masonry or maybe
they do know but didn’t see any benefits.
I have to report to the Grand Lodge
on the Monthly Activity deaths of members for my Lodge. I receive e-mail notification from our Relief Lodge on Masonic Burial arrangements, at least one a
week. I hear Ill.Brother Atkinson read the
names of deceased brethren during our
monthly meetings. I also gather the
names for the 5 Valleys to publish in the
Trestleboard. I always recall the question
from our Deputy: What are we doing for
the living? I think one solution to membership is to start providing for our living members or surviving family. Certainly there are widows who need plumbing, carpentry, lawn service, painting,
transportation and such that we should
be actively providing. There are living
Brethren who are no longer able to handle
those tasks also. Shouldn’t WE be seeing
to these needs or be available should we
be asked? Our visibility would be heightened by neighbors, relatives and friends
that see that we come to the aid as Masons, a distinguished fraternity. Let us
quit gathering facts and start speculating on that which is important to those
in need. Let’s meet the needs of the living members and perhaps then good men
and prospects will follow.
Editor
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of symbolic introduction.” “Proclaimed as
widely as men will hear” sounds to me like
“bridging social capital” done “to the hilt”!
In other words, we should, proclaim, brethren, and never cease proclaiming the virtues of our sacred Craft. We must build
bridges to good men in “the profane world”.
We must “talk up” Masonry, to anyone who
will listen to us. The Handbook of Masonic
Law not only authorizes us to do so, it admonishes us to do so — in black and white
and in no uncertain terms.
Of course, we can’t try to persuade anyone to become a member, but we can inform them, and keep on informing them,
until we’re sure that they understand what
Freemasonry is all about — namely, Brotherly Love, Relief (a.k.a. “Charity”), and
Truth. There’s very little, in fact, that we
can’t tell them. We can tell them about the
symbolism of Boaz and Jachin, the symbolic
meaning of the Square, the meaning of the
Level, the meaning of the Plumb, and so
many other beautiful truths that Masonry
conveys to its members. My personal favorite, of course, is the lesson of the plumb
line (see “Trestleboard”. Vol. 4, no. 2.
March-April, 2002, pg. 4).
Only the methods of recognition and the
methods of symbolic introduction (the actual ritual, itself) are secret. The actual principles of Masonry are to be “proclaimed as
widely as men will hear”.
But, having a meaningful presence in
our communities means more than talking
— it means listening, too — listening, truly
hearing, understanding, and caring about
the concerns and needs of those around us.
We’re not the only ones suffering, in this
age of declining social capital. We must find
a way to join hands with other individuals
and groups in our communities, to preserve
and restore for future generations that which
our forebears worked so hard, for so long,
and so lovingly to provide for us.
I submit to you that all Masons should
be bridge builders.
Larry Wade-32°

Bro. Entwistle and Bro. Lazar then presented to the New Orleans Advisory Council a Proposal to create the new Chapter and
also worked to draft the necessary supporting documents, including the Constitution,
By-Laws, Rule of the Order, and Charter
Request. Throughout the entire effort, they
received the valuable and unswerving support of our General Secretary, Ill. Bro. Lloyd
Hebert, and from our Personal Representative, Ill. Bro. Charles McCarty. At the conclusion of this process, four other Candidates were recommended for membership
in the new Chapter in order to complete the
number of six Charter Members.
In January 2005, the Constitution and
By-Laws of the Chapter were discussed,
revised, and subsequently ratified. The
Charter Members unanimously elected a
slate of Officers for 2005. An official
Charter was then granted, and the first
meeting of the Chapter took place on
March 21. The 2004 Officers are Howard
F. Entwistle, Jr.-Venerable Master, Ian
Lazar-Senior Warden, Marc Conrad-Junior Warden, Daryl Glorioso-Sec/Treas,
Leon T. Roberts-Chaplain and Samuel
Montgomery-Senior Deacon
The Order of the Knights of St. Andrew is a “BLACK CAP” service organization established to promote the interests of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and of the Valley of New Orleans. This is to be accomplished by assisting the Advisory Council, the Officers of the Scottish Rite Bodies, and other
units within the Valley of New Orleans
in the performance of any task as may be
assigned as part of the official functions
of the New Orleans Scottish Rite.
The Knights of St. Andrew were initially organized in 1993 within the Tulsa
Scottish Rite. The idea caught on and
by 1994 it had spread to both the Guthrie
and McAlester Valleys. In 1998, the first
chapter outside of Oklahoma was established at the Wichita Scottish Rite in
Kansas. The functions of the Chapter are
varied and flexible:
1. To provide volunteer service to our
Valley while performing as an integral
part of a comprehensive membership development plan;
2. To provide a dependable source of
manpower to support the activities of the
continued on next column
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Scottish Rite bodies, which can be activated by an effective contact method;
3. To provide greater opportunities
for Black Cap members to more fully
participate in the activities of the Scottish Rite, thereby making them more involved and active members.
Generally, the Order is designed to get
BLACK CAP members involved in the
Scottish Rite. There will be an emphasis on
attending the meetings and activities of the
Scottish Rite, on service, and on supporting the priorities and of the Valley. Membership in the Knights should be viewed as
an honor, but an honor which must be
earned through service.
The Knights also serve an educational
function, designed to develop well-informed
brethren who can perform the duties assigned to them with understanding as well
as energy and enthusiasm. The Knights can
deliver interesting presentations on the subject of Masonic Knighthood in general, or
of the history and teachings of the Knights
of St. Andrew in particular, at various meetings of the New Orleans Scottish Rite.
We can assist our Scottish Rite Ambassadors to the Blue Lodges with the information they need in order to present the
Scottish Rite to Master Masons in a clear
and accurate manner. The ultimate goal is
to create within the younger ranks of the
Valley a cadre of educated and enthusiastic
Brothers who are dedicated to the Scottish
Rite.
Ian Lazar-32 °

Parting Words
The Valley of New Orleans guarantees
new and exciting adventures. One should
always keep in mind that the Crescent City
contributes a wonderful international flair
to our activities. With the path to the
Consistory ever improving, restoration of
the Canal St. Trolley line and an ever improving Downtown Development District
there’s every reason to drop in and “set a
spell.” More importantly, take a moment to
call or visit Mrs. Cathleen Whigham and
say thank you for her tenacity, hard work
and dedication to the Scottish Rite. She
never complains and remains ever vigilant
on our behalf. If one needs information, a
petition or referral information she’s the
“can do and go to person.” This writer is
proud to recognize her tireless and selfless
continued on page 16
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THE FINAL WORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Deputy in Louisiana
Brethren of the Rite, The loss of one of the giants in Louisiana
Masonry affects Scottish Rite, particularly in the Valley of Monroe. Dr. T. Scott Strickland, Illustrious and Most Worshipful, was
a man who liked things to happen and to see forward movement.
He was a friend and a Brother who offered advice and counsel in
his usual manner of straight-forward, no-nonsense, matter-of-fact
short sentences that let you know his feelings about any issue. His
hunting stories were legion, his chili famous, and his sense of humor relentless. He loved Masonry, and he was devoted to Scottish
Rite. I shall miss him. As we make our Earthly Journey, we meet
Brothers such as T. Scott Strickland who have a profound effect on
us, and the day comes when they leave us to make their Final
Journey. Such is the nature of life, and we can only reflect on each
person who enters and affects us, and hope that we will have some
positive effect on others whom we meet. Our Service of Remembrance, at Easter time, has an even more important message this
year as we honor the memory of those who are no longer among
us.
Illustrious Brother Woody D. Bilyeu, 33º, Louisiana Scottish
Rite’s Director of Membership, has stepped forward and accepted
the challenge of being Personal Representative in the Valley of
Monroe; the position held by Dr. Strickland prior to his passing.
We should all welcome Woody to this new position, and wish for
him success.
On the last day of April, the Louisiana Scottish Rite Leadership Team gathered in Baton Rouge for the semi-annual Conference of the Orient. The Personal Representatives and General
Secretaries from our five Valleys meet twice a year to discuss programs, share ideas, and learn about activities and events that affect Louisiana and Scottish Rite nationally. Also included are your
Editor and your Membership Director. It is always a time of fellowship and shared Brotherhood. As a Scottish Rite member, you
should be thankful for these men who volunteer their time, money
and spend their weekend meeting to improve Scottish Rite in Louisiana. Each is devoted and totally dedicated to our Rite. This
gathering was a success and we also had the chance to hold a
special gathering to honor a former Personal Representative who
continued next column
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continues to work every day for the betterment of Masonry in general and Scottish Rite in particular. That story is to be told in a
future issue of this TRESTLEBOARD.
You should be very proud of the many young people who have
been helped this Spring Semester in our Childhood Learning Centers. Our four Centers have had record numbers of youngsters
who have been a part of your philanthropy. Thank you for your
support of this Program through the payment of your annual Dues.
We are in the midst of Reunions across our State, and I hope
that you have taken the opportunity to return to your Scottish Rite
and be a part of your Reunion. New members are wonderful, Degree Team members are special people, behind-the-scenes members (Stage, Sound & Lighting, Wardrobe, Kitchen, Clean-up Crew,
Office, and the countless others who work during a Reunion, including our new Knights of St. Andrews groups) are fundamental
to making any Reunion happen, but YOU are needed too. You the
member who pays your dues each year and rarely attends a meeting and almost never comes back to a Reunion – you are needed at
a Reunion to make it a Reunion of members. Please try to attend a
portion of your Valley’s Reunion this Spring. Just stop by, show
up, sit through a Degree, share a meal, enjoy the Fellowship.
We should also acknowledge that we are headed for Summer,
that period when grass needs cutting, vacations are taken and people
are off in different directions. Summer brings new challenges to
all branches of Masonry – especially Scottish Rite. Don’t forget to
attend monthly meetings, Club events, family outings and programs that are designed for you and your family. To each of you
who lives your Masonry each day, thank you for continuing to be a
Scottish Rite Mason
Fraternally Yours
Bill Molere

In Memory of
Dr. T. Scott Strickland, 33º PGM (1969)
1928-2005

Scottish Rite

THE TIME IS NOW
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dedication as our regular staff member.
Again, Thank You many times over Mrs.
Wigham, we appreciate everything that
you’ve done to help and wish you every good
thing in our shared years ahead!
PGM Pat Kelley recently reflected on
his year in the East on Carondelet Street
and holds good and fond memories of the
experience. One doubts that our waistlines
have yet recovered from R: W: Pat’s gastronomical devices. Surely, his fondness for
fine cuisine will be hard to match. Primarily, he wished R: W: Borne every success
in his current year in the East. By all indications, the New Year is nothing short of a
success.
Your writer now takes his leave from
the position of correspondent for the Valley
of New Orleans. Clinical practice demands
are such that time has become all too scarce.
He thanks you for having suffered his writing and wishes to impart a departing note
of high enthusiasm for the Valley of New
Orleans. He is thankful that, once again, it
has been proven that in the Valley of New
Orleans, we “don’t shoot the piano player.”
Great personal appreciation is due every
thoughtful brother who said “thanks” but
more importantly, he is appreciative of the

solid Masonic guidance afforded him by
PGM James Walley, Dr. Mel Rosenthal, Dr.
Julius Isaacson, Br. Garland Rolling, Br.
Louis Stern, Br. Nick Randazzo, PGM Pat
Kelley, Br. Joe Monaghan and a host of others too numerous to list. He hopes that you
will so warmly accept and appreciate your
next contributing editor.
Word was received that our own Br. Paul
Langenbeck, Senior Warden, was on the
mend after having been under the weather.
Be sure to give Br. Paul a call to cheer him
up. He’s a wonderful member with a bright
outlook for our future! One can’t wait until
he progresses to the East where he’ll really
brighten our day. Br. Paul advised that his
year ahead is mapped out with top flight
programs and presentations on radar. He too
has a mystery guest of sorts and that special speaker will undoubtedly be of celestial proportion. His agenda is bright, shining and exemplary. A vigorous and energetic plan is on the drawing board and your
writer will dedicate mightily to Br. Paul’s
agenda. After all, a week in the hospital in
April of 2005, couldn’t keep such a prince
of a fellow down although he’s not likely to
readily admit to his own acclaim.
News from Br. Henry Thibodeaux, our
Junior Warden, was requested. Br. Henry
reported that he has been hard at work in
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the terrestrial world of carpentry and contracting. He’s soon to focus on a blueprint
for activities to come. He promises more and
interesting news in future editions of our
newsletter. We wish Henry every success for
a safe and timely completion of his construction project in Mandeville.
Former Secretary talent extraordinaire,
Br. Dave Dyer, sends his best wishes and
looks forward to seeing one and all. Word
was received from Br. Alan Sacks now ensconced in New York. Br. Alan’s sorely
missed as our perennial reunion class leader.
He’s doing well in his new surroundings.
Thanks again for the hard work and wry
humor Br. Alan, Soyez bien et prospérez
frère fidèle ! (Be well and prosper faithful
brother!)
Our Branson trip in 2005 promises a
wonderful time for those able to attend.
Please see Br. Lloyd Hebert for more details.
Au revoir et bonnes nouvelles mes
frères. Gardez la foi et toujours efforcezvous pour l’avantage de Maçonnerie
(Goodbye and good news my brothers. Keep
the faith and always endeavor for the advantage of Masonry).
Fraternally,
Dr. Cornelius “Neal” Gorman II,32°KCCH
Ed Note: You will greatly missed Neal, thank you
for your patience, support and assistance.
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