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the movements of celestial bodies through his telescope, they arrogantly stated that they had no need to do so — that they already
knew the truth, because they had their books. To one such Church
official, Galileo remarked, “You don’t know where to look for Truth.
You look in the books of men. You must look in the Book of
Nature. And the language of the Book of Nature is mathematics.”
(Rumor has it that a nun, Sister Barbie, was heard to reply, “But
math is hard.”)
Galileo was not without prudence, and he was not without
friends, either. After first obtaining specific permission from his
close friend, Pope Urban VIII, Galileo in 1632 published an impartial discussion of Ptolemaic and Copernican theories of astronomy. However, despite the fact that he had done so with permission of the Pope, he was, nonetheless, called before an inquisition in Rome. All his prior writings were ordered suppressed. He
was ordered never again to publish any work on any subject. And,
he was placed on house arrest — which continued from 1633 until
his death, in 1642. (With friends like Urban, who needs enemies?)
By the time of Bacon and Galileo, then, philosophers were very
openly and defiantly becoming “Natural Philosophers”. This new
“Natural Philosophy” is what we now refer to as “Science”. Rather
than looking to The Church and its ancient books as the only source
of Truth, Natural Philosophers dared to study Nature directly. One
Enlightenment leader remarked, “The laws of Nature are the Will
of God.”
Ancient Greek principles, long forgotten, were revived —
among them, the concept of skepticism. René Déscartes (15961650) was skeptical about skepticism. He resolved to carry skepticism to its logical extreme. He called his version “hyperbolic skepticism”. (No optimist, this fellow.) Déscartes sought to “doubt”
everything, until he found something that could not be doubted.
(Any place other than France, he would have been named Thomas.) Finally, though, even Déscartes hit a wall. He ultimately
was forced to conclude that in order to entertain doubt, one must
engage in mental activity, and in order to engage in mental activity, one must exist. Therefore, reasoned Déscartes, Déscartes’ doubt,
itself, could be taken as proof of the existence of Déscartes. Thus,
“Cogito, ergo sum” – “I think, therefore, I am.” More precisely,
“The fact that I can think is proof that I exist.” (Moral of the story
— in case you ever doubt your own existence, just remember René.)
Déscartes proceeded to construct an entire philosophy on the
foundation of, “I am.” He even claimed to be able to prove the
existence of God. The rest of us still need faith.
Fraternally,

Enlightenment Lite
III-Natural Philosophy
by Larry C. Wade, MD-32 °
Valley of Baton Rouge

Francis Bacon

Galileo Galilei

Volume 8 Issue 6

Rene` Descartes

In 1620, Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626) published “The New
Organon”. Bacon directly challenged the tenets of Aristotelian
Scholasticism, by stating that Truth should be sought by direct
and methodical study of Nature, using the God-given natural senses,
and that the purpose of human efforts to understand Nature must
be the relief of human suffering. In Bacon’s words, “The fruits of
knowledge must be those of Charity.” Bacon’s emphasis on Charity amounted to yet another frontal assault on The Church’s interpretation of Aristotle. (And, it anticipated by 140 years the sentiments of Voltaire’s immortal work, Candide, about which more
later.)
Bacon was one of several 17th-century leaders in the birth of
modern science. Another was Bacon’s personal physician, William Harvey (1578 – 1657), who in 1628 first introduced quantitative method into the medical profession, using these techniques to
show that blood flows in a circular motion, away from and back to
the heart.
Still a further challenge to The Church occurred when Galileo
Galilei (1564-1642) disproved the specific Aristotelian tenet that
the rate of movement of falling bodies is proportional to their respective weights. He did so without even leaving home. You see,
he grew up in Pisa, Italy, where there conveniently happened to be
a leaning tower. We all know the story. Galileo simultaneously
dropped heavy and light bodies from the top of that tower and
observed that they fell at the same rate. (It takes a gutsy physics
Prof. to climb to the top of a leaning tower, don’t you think? I can
hear his mama now — “Gallie, you come down here! That thing’s
gonna fall, any century, now!”)
Galileo, Bacon, Kepler, Brahe, and Copernicus to the contrary
notwithstanding, The Church continued to maintain that Truth
could be found only in their books of wisdom, handed down from
antiquity. When Galileo invited Church officials to come and view

Larry Wade , 32 °
Dr. Wade, Past Master of St. James Lodge #47 in Baton Rouge,
is a clinical psychologist. A regular contributor to this publication , he greatly enhances the Masonic educational experience within these pages.
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Lost or Destroyed Patents

Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Published bimonthly by the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
P. O. Box 64

Shreveport, LA 71161

Editor

If your Patent was lost, damaged or
destroyed during the hurricanes, please
contact your Valley Secretary. The Secretaries will gladly replace your AASR
documents.

Steve Pence, 32°-KCCH
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published
bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Any article or views expressed in this publication are those only of the writer and do not reflect
the official position of the Louisiana Scottish Rite.
The editorial policy of this publication grants free
reign to the Editor, within the lines of Masonic
principles and teachings. Articles and pictures submitted become the property of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this
Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit
is given to the source.

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge:
C. Daniel Smith, Jr. 32° KCCH
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KStA
Valley of Shreveport:
John L. Atkinson, 33°
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33 °
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°

Realization
To realize the value of a sister
Ask someone who doesn’t have one.
To realize the value of ten years
Ask a newly divorced couple.
To realize the value of four years
Ask a graduate!
To realize the value of one year
Ask a student who has failed a final exam.
To realize the value of nine months
Ask a mother who gave birth to a stillborn.
To realize the value of one month
Ask a mother who has given birth to
A premature baby.
To realize the value of one week
Ask an editor of a weekly newspaper.
To realize the value of one minute
Ask a person who has missed the train,
bus or plane.
To realize the value of one-second
Ask a person who has survived an
accident.
Time waits for no one. Treasure every
moment you have, treasure it even more
by sharing it with someone.
To realize the value of a friend or family
member
LOSE ONE.

Just as the soul fills the body, so God
fills the world. Just as the soul bears the
body, so God endures the world. Just as
the soul sees but is not seen, so God sees
but is not seen. Just as the soul feeds the
body, so God gives food to the world.
Marcus Tullis Cicero

Final Issue
I enjoyed typing that heading, especially after receiving word that I am appointed the new Editor of the Louisiana
Freemason magazine. This time I didn’t
have to answer a phone call, email or
anything out of the ordinary. I was just
standing around, minding my own business, getting ready to open the 1st
District’s Dyslexia Homecoming event
and I was congratulated on becoming
editor. I ran to the closest mirror and sure
enough Here’s Your Sign was stamped on
my forehead.
This is the final issue of the Trestleboard this year. Although it feels odd to
wish everyone Season’s Greeting at the
end of September, it shouldn’t come as a
suprise if you have been to Home Depot,
Lowes or Wal-Mart lately.
On behalf of the Staff, I wish you and
yours a safe holiday season, filled with
peace and joy. Know too that if you have
loved ones that are serving our country,
they remain foremost in our prayers and
thoughts. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry
Christmas and Happy Hanukkah.
Steve Pence

Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°

Calendar of Events
Grand Lodge
New Orleans
January 29-30

Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°

Valleys
Branson Trip

Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W.Clayton J. Borne, III 32° KCCH
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

New Orleans
Nov 2-6
pick up at Baton Rouge and Monroe
available
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Foundation Scholarships

Correspondence

The following Speech and Language
scholarships have been awarded to Graduate
students working toward a master’s degree
in Speech Pathology. The $1500 awards are
for the Fall 2006 semester.

opened at Lafayette. Both of these clinics opened for the September 2006 semesters and are doing outstanding work. The
complete audit report will be published
in the February-March 2007 Trestleboard.

Shreveport
Emily B Rampmaier
Jamie Fontenot
Lafayette
April Hollie
Chrissy Schlesinger

From Ms. Jessica Weicks of Mandeville

If I have seen further than others, it is by
standing upon the shoulders of giants.

Foundation News
Memorials
The Foundation continues to be
blessed with donations, from members
and their families, honoring the memory
of a departed loved one or friend.
In Memory of Wesley D. Lane
Edwin D. Lane
In Memory of Mrs. Nell Thomas
Beryl and Nancy Franklin

Contributions
Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation
Roy Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Elwin Cavin
Edward A. Kennon, Jr.
John E. Gilcrease

The Staff of Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children in Dallas, Texas is to
be congratulated on hosting a most successful National Scottish Rite Childhood
Language Disorders and Learning Center conference. The 2006 RiteCare® Conference was held at the Westin City Center-Dallas on September 28-30. Take
Flight The Sky IS THE LIMIT was the
conference theme and the lessons taught
will indeed enable clinicians to serve and
help children communicate. In addtion,
outstanding lectures were provided for
managers to learn more on fund raising.
Sandra Hays, PhD. CCC-SLP, Clinic
Coordinator at Shreveport, Norma
Johnson, CCC-SLP Clinic Coordinator at
Hammond, Alisa Mendoza, PhD. CCCSLP Clinic Coordinator at Baton Rouge,
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° Deputy for
the Supreme Council in the Orientof
Louisiana and Ill. John L. Atkinson, 33°
President of the Foundation were in attendance. The next National Conference
is scheduled for 2009 in Washington D.
C.
The Foundation is waiting for the audit report for the fiscal year July1, 2005
to June 30, 2006 to be completed. The
three Clinics in operation had a very successful year and were within their budgets. The D. Walter Jessen Clinic reopened at Hammond. A new clinic was
continued next column
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Sir Isaac Newton

Ours is a world of nuclear giants and
ethical infants. We know more about war
that we know about peace, more about
killing that we know about living.
General Omar N Bradley
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rich with all that you have gained on the way,
not expecting that Ithaca will offer you riches.
Ithaca has given you the beautiful voyage.
Without her you would never have taken the road.
But she has nothing more to give you.
And if you find her poor, Ithaca has not defrauded you.
With the great wisdom you have gained, with so much experience,you
must surely have understood by then what Ithacas mean.

The Tenth Degree is about warring against fanaticism and persecution. Yet, the duties of an Elu of the Fifteen are to be tolerant
and liberal. Yes, tolerant and liberal!
Most, if not all, Freemasons in the world today would consider
themselves in a war against fanaticism. We are willing to fight
fanatics and their radical philosophies with every weapon at our
disposal including our own fanatic zeal. It occurs to me that when
we employ our own brand of fanaticism then we are really no better than those whom we oppose.
We are exhorted to be to be tolerant so we write lofty papers
and give proud lectures as to how Freemasonry includes all religions and cultures so long as they recognize the supremacy of the
Great Architect. But the Elu of the Fifteen is challenged to be
tolerant of the intolerant. That is perhaps the greatest challenge
that any human ever encounters. But, there is a way to meet the
challenge and it is found in our Brother Albert Pike’s musings on
the tenth degree.
In Morals & Dogma Pike tells us, “What is truth to me is not
truth to another. The same arguments and evidences that convince one mind make no impression on another.” He continues,
“No man is entitled positively to assert that he is right, where other
men, equally intelligent and equally well-informed, hold directly
the opposite opinion.
Pike also says, “No man is responsible for the rightness of his
faith; but only for the uprightness of it.”
We must learn all that we can about ourselves and others. We
must constantly study and work to be better today than we were
yesterday. We must keep our minds and hearts open to that which
is new, different, and challenging. Although one might certainly
learn, become enlightened, change their beliefs, or reaffirm those
beliefs through liberal study and contemplation, true liberality has
little, if anything, to do with political or religious thought. It has
to do with a journey to Ithaca; a journey where our thoughts are so
lofty that evil and danger are overcome before we encounter either. It is about a road traveled slowly enough that we are able to
learn from, and be made better by, every one and everything encountered.
It’s about reading a poem slowly, savoring every word and
phrase and then, and only then, opening our eyes to see the light.

Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge

Reflections On The Degree
ELU OF THE FIFTEEN
The TenthDegree
I recently encountered the following poem by Constantine
Cavafy, a Greek Poet who died in 1933. The English translation is
by Rae Dalven. It’s a rather simple poem but please read it slowly
and appreciate what each word and phrase has to say. Do not be
concerned with the final message of the poem until you reach the
end.
ITHACA
When you start on your journey to Ithaca,
then pray that the road is long,
full of adventure, full of knowledge.
Do not fear the Lestrygonians
and the Cyclopes and the angry Poseidon.
You will never meet such as these on your path,
if your thoughts remain lofty, if a fine
emotion touches your body and your spirit.
You will never meet the Lestrygonians,
the Cyclopes and the fierce Poseidon,
if you do not carry them within your soul,
if your soul does not raise them up before you.
Then pray that the road is long.
That the summer mornings are many,
that you will enter ports seen for the first time
with such pleasure, with such joy!
Stop at Phoenician markets,
and purchase fine merchandise,
mother-of-pearl and corals, amber and ebony,
and pleasurable perfumes of all kinds,
buy as many pleasurable perfumes as you can;
visit hosts of Egyptian cities,
to learn and learn from those who have knowledge.
Always keep Ithaca fixed in your mind.
To arrive there is your ultimate goal.
But do not hurry the voyage at all.
It is better to let it last for long years;
and even to anchor at the isle when you are old,
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2007 Dues are payable by
December 31, 2006
Calendar of Events-2006/2007
Wednesday, November 1st
Stated Communication
7:30 PM
Guest Chef and Esoteric Lecture

Branson Trip November 2-6
Wednesday, December 6th
Stated Communication
7:30 PM
Annual Christmas Music Program

Wednesday, January 3rd
Stated Communication
Election of Officers

7:30 PM

Knights of St. Andrew
Meeting the 3rd Monday of each Month

Bro Glen Butler 33° (L) presents 50 Year Cap to
Bro Phil Weinstein 32 °

On September 6, 2007, our Valley celebrated the Feast of Tishri. The brethren
gave thanks to the G.A.O.T.U. and expressed gratitude for having a viable Temple
building within which to conduct our proceedings after Hurricane Katrina. The
Knights of St. Andrew delivered the traditional toasts after an introductory greeting
to our brothers and guest by Venerable Master, Paul O. Langenbeck, 33º. Ill. Bro. Glen
Butler, 33º bestowed a rare Scottish Rite
honor upon Bro. Phil Weinstein, 32º who
received his “blue hat” in recognition of
fifty-years as a Scottish Rite brother. The
brethren then heard an esoteric lecture regarding the Biblical significance of the Feast
of Tishri by Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA. All
Scottish Rite bodies opened and closed in
the traditional manner, but not before the
brethren renewed their obligations to the
A.A.S.R., S.J. in the Lodge of Perfection
under the expert tutelage of acting 14th Degree Master Warren A. Hintz, Jr., 32º,
KCCH.
On October 4, 2006, the Valley of New
Orleans opened all Scottish Rite bodies
after sharing fellowship from good company, conversation, and a well prepared
meal. The brethren heard an esoteric lecture whereupon suggestions were received for future lectures in 2007. Our
Venerable Master reminded the brethren
to attend the upcoming October 7, 2006
music concert celebrating Patsy Cline and
Jim Reeves. He also thanked all of those
who have worked behind the scenes to
secure this special entertainment event
for the Valley.
On October 7, 2006, the Valley of New
Orleans hosted world famous performers
from Branson, Missouri who delivered a
tribute to Patsy Cline and Jim Reeves in
our historic auditorium. Attendees filled
the auditorium to capacity. Our Valley
appreciates all those who helped make
this event a great success. A special
mention must be made to the Knights of
St. Andrew for assisting with the event
continued next column
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and administering concessions.
On October 21, 2006, the Valley of
New Orleans held its annual Fall Reunion
whereby the Scottish Rite degrees illuminated the lives of our newest Scottish
Rite brothers. The Valley thanks all of
those who worked to make the degrees
and the reunion a success. We look forward to welcoming our newest brothers
at future meetings.

From the Secretary’s Desk
I want to welcome our newest brothers
to the Valley. We have no strangers in our
Valley and everyone is invited to participate and share in our fellowship. I also want
to personally thank all of those who helped
spread more light in freemasonry. I am truly
grateful to all of our officers, the brothers
who signed the petitions for our new brothers, the degree team members, the brothers
who helped behind the scenes, and those
who witnessed the degrees at the last reunion.
In January of 2007, the City of New Orleans will host the annual Grand Lodge
Session of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
F&AM at the Astor Crown Plaza Hotel.
Please stand ready for future communications regarding the annual Scottish Rite
Honors Luncheon for all KCCH and 33º
recipients—the Scottish Rite Honors Luncheon is planned at the Astor Crown Plaza
Hotel.
On January 3, 2007, the Valley will
hold its annual election of officers. All
brothers who would like to run for elective office in the Valley must submit a
continued on page 10

In Memoriam
David G Dauenhauer-32°
Donald M Carol-32°
Aujust Joseph Cheramie-32°
James A Christensen-32°
Armand Kay Kolman-32°
Lloyd Dane Murphree-32°
Alfonso Ruscetski-32°
Clyde Joseph Welcker-32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
From the Secretary’s Desk

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, November 14th
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program
Honor 50 Year Members

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Tuesday, December 12th
KCCH Club Meeting
Dinner:
Regular Meeting

5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Tuesday, January 9th
KCCH Club Meeting
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program

5:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

The Valley has completed a busy early
fall schedule and every member proved
their importance to the success of our programs.
In September, we celebrated the Feast
of Tishri. Gary L Gribble, 33°-Chairman
assembled an excellent cast with Bros
Jack Davis, Carey Allison, David
Culligan, Al Kelly, Glenn Hunt, Andrew
Stephenson, Bob Southern, John Ayers,
Milton Cameron and Jason McLaughlin.
There were 118 members and guest attending.
September also included our Fall Reunion. Over the two day period, our
Temple opened its’ doors to over 170 of
our members. We also welcomed eleven
new Masters of the Royal Secret. Congratulations to William Clifton Bridges,
David Block, Thomas Craig Brown,
Samuel Scott Cannon, Robert Myron
Clark, Garry Lee Cole, Keith Michael
Graham, Chad Ellison Lux, James Thomas Menendez, James Brantley Smith and
John Leaman.
During October the Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation held a fund raising
program featuring the Yearys from
Branson. The theater, with only 550 seats,
was sold out thanks to the efforts of our
members, sponsors and media coverage.
Keith Tindell and Jerry Black worked
dilegently with local radio, television and
press to spread the word. With the funds
provided the nearly 100 year old building
will receive a much needed face lift, beginning with the exterior windows and
paint.

Head table Royalty during Feast of Tishri

Shreveport Chapter of
DemMolay
The Shreveport Chapter of DeMolay,
at the 2006 State Conclave, was awarded
the Louisiana Chapter of the Year. Many
thanks to our Dad advisors: David
Culligan, Anthony Fabio, Lee Nutt II and
Richard Hollier. Congratulations also go
to Connor Hollier, who is the new State
Senior Councilor.
The newly installed officers of the
Chapter include Anthony Fabio as Master Councilor, Jacob Humphrey, Senior
Councilor, Russell McLaughlin, Junior
Councilor, Connor Hollier, Scribe,
Samuel McDonald, Chaplain, Patrick
Dickson, Senior Deacon, Wilson Holland, Junior Deacon, Travis DuPont,
Senior Steward, Chase Williams, Junior
Steward and Kaitlin Fabio as the Chapter Sweetheart.
The Chapter wishes to thank all of
the Louisiana Masonic Family for support and encouragement.

John L. Atkinson,33°
Secretary

Knights of St. Andrew
Meeting the first Tuesday of each month.

I N M EMORIAM

Fall Reunion Class
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Frederick Aubrey Keck, 32°
Pineville
Charles Edward Meyer, Jr., 32°
Shreveport
Lawson Norman Norton, 32°
Shreveport
Loys H. Vidler, 32°
Logansport
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

volvement. You are invited to get involved
in the work of the Scottish Rite. We need
help with staffing the degrees. We also need
Scottish Rite representatives in each of the
lodges in our valley. We likewise need volunteers for food service and programs. If
you want to get more out of your Scottish
Rite experience, please call us at (337) 4361676, e-mail us at lcscotti@structurex.net,
or attend the monthly meetings held on the
third Wednesday of each month at the Masonic Temple in Lake Charles. Your suggestions and assistance will be heard and
appreciated.

New Center-New Scholarships
The Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center, recently opened
at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette,
awarded two Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation scholarships. On hand to
present the scholarships were Bros
Wilbert Stelly and Richard A. Arnaud,
who will also serve as administrators for
this new facility. The two graduate students are April Hollie and Chrissy
Schlesinger and serve as clinicians for the
Center.

Richard B Smith, 33 °
Personal Representative

2007 Membership Dues are payable
and past due on January 1st 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2006
Wednesday, November 15th
Eastern Star and Birthdays

Wednesday, December 20th
Christmas Program

Wednesday, January 17th

Personally Speaking
As we come to the close of 2006, we
may reflect upon the many challenges and
successes we have experience. Much of
Southwest Louisiana is still recovering from
the devastation that was Hurricane Rita.
The Masonic Temple in Lake Charles is still
undergoing repairs of storm damage. The
stage drops for the Scottish Rite Degrees
are being restored from the water damage
caused when the roof of the temple was
blown off during the storm. Most of the
wardrobe was destroyed and has to be replaced. When these repairs and replacements are complete, we will have the best
looking degrees in the state.
Our December meeting will be election
of officers for 2007. The January meeting
will be the installation of officers. As we
look forward into 2007, we have many exciting activities and opportunities for in-

Valley News
In August of each year the Lake Charles
Scottish Rite moves its charter, upon invitation, to one of the Blue Lodges in our
Valley. On August 16, a busload of thirtythree members and ladies traveled to Harmony Lodge in Eunice. In addition to stops
in Iowa and Jennings to pick up additional
passengers the group stopped at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette to take part
in a ribbon-cutting and tour of the newest
Scottish Rite Learning Center partnering
with the Speech Pathology Department. See
article found on page 10.
The members of Harmony Lodge, under the guidance of Bro. Elton Blanchard,
fixed a delicious dinner and supplied a birthday cake and slightly belated greeting for
our Venerable Master Herrin Ducote. The
open program before the meeting featured
our Grand Master, M:.W:. Clayton “Chip”
Borne, who stressed that the Masonic fraternity is a family that includes and has a
place for all of the appendant bodies. Working together can only sustain and grow our
Fraternally,
organizations.

John C Butterick, 32°

continued next column
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Bro Richard Arnaud, Ms April Hollie, Ms
Chrissy Schlesinger and Bro Wilbert Stelly

April completed her bachelors degree
at Nicholls State University in the spring.
She is a native of Louisiana and has an
interest in early childhood communication disorders. Chrissy is from New York
and completed her bachelors degree at
SUNY College at Cortland.

I N M EMORIAM
Joseph G Duhon-32°
Oren G Doxey-32°
William J Fruge-32°
Earl W Gentry-32°
Leroy E. Horswill, 32°
George C. Kagarice, 32°
M:W: Thomas J. Pittman, PGM 33°
Brian D. Sandiford, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2007 Dues are past due January 1,
2007

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday November 13th
Dinner with the Ladies
Regular Stated Meeting
Masonic Education

6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Monday December 11th
Dinner with the Ladies
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:30 PM
Guest Speaker: Dr. Mary Manheim

Monday, January 8th
Dinner with the Ladies
Meeting

6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment:
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:00 PM

Personal Representative
Message
The year 2006 is rapidly coming to a
close and the 65th year of my life is doing
the same. This year has been both enjoyable and sad, enjoyable in that the Baton
Rouge Valley successfully celebrated its
100th reunion and has had a very good year
and sad that our Valley Secretary Ill. Lloyd
G. Pence 33° retired after over 20 years of
service and several of our members, including our long time Chaplain Brother Edward
T. “Ned” Davis 33°, died. We will remember the past as it is so much a part of us, but
our eyes are on the future.
Our Valley elections will be held in December and we are looking at members who
8

also are looking at the future and are willing to put forth effort to keep the Baton
Rouge Valley on a positive path. Our endowed membership is still alive and over
60 members have decided to invest in our
valley’s future. Please give it your consideration when the dues come due as you will
never have to pay dues again, and your investment will help support our valley long
after your death.
As in all phases of life, some lead while
others follow and the Masonic Fraternity is
no different. Regardless of the type meeting you may be attending, Grand Lodge,
Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, York Rite,
Shrine, Eastern Star, Grotto and so many
others, normally in the positions of leadership are the same men. The three men below do not seek recognition for their hours
of service, but are deserving.
John Juneau 33° is a PM of Unity Lodge
#267 and a Past Venerable Master of the
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection. He has
been instrumental in bringing many men
into the fraternity and works with these men
throughout their lives. He is Mr. Mason in
the Houma area and has brought more men
into the Scottish Rite that any man I know.
He is also active in degree work in the Blue
Lodge and Scottish Rite and that Cajun accent is a pleasure to listen to. John does not
limit his work to the Blue Lodge and Scottish Rite as he is active in many others
branches of the fraternity and serves on several Grand Lodge committees. We are grateful for his service and thank him for his
efforts.
Robert L. “Buck” Kleinpeter 33° PGM
(1980) is also a PM (1960) of Fairfield
Lodge #425. “Buck” Kleinpeter has been a
fixture and leader in our fraternity for years
and has served faithfully in all branches.
continued on page 10
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Christmas Party

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2007 Dues are payable by
December 31, 2006

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, November 2nd
Dinner with the Ladies
Meeting and Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, December 7th
Annual Christmas Party
Installation of Officers

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday, January 4th
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Veterans Honored
For a number of years now, the Monroe
Scottish Rite Bodies have demonstrated
their gratitude and patriotism by having a
special Banquet honoring the Veterans of
the Armed Forces and, in this way demonstrating our feeling of pride for this Great
Country of Ours. The Program usually consists of a luscious dinner prepared by our
Culinary Experts of the Kitchen Crew and
followed by a Speaker who is a Veteran and
knows whereof he speaks. These Men have
given very interesting programs and, in their
talks have aroused a more intense pride and
love for this Great Country in which we are
blessed to live.
In sponsoring this observance, which
this year falls on November 11, the Actual
Day recognized in this Country as Veterans
Day, the Scottish Rite is able to openly demonstrate the concept of Love of Country
which is inculcated in the Basic Tenants of
Scottish Rite Freemasonry.

On December 7, 2006, the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will combine the monthly
meeting of the Bodies with our Annual
Party celebrating the Christmas Season as
well as that time of year in which our Jewish Brethren celebrate Hanukah.
The Christmas Party is a joyous time
when the Scottish Rite Families can, and
do, enjoy a Special Brotherly Love and Fellowship. Each family brings a contribution
of their specialty, whether it be candy, cookies, cake, snacks, finger food, or whatever.
Various meats will be supplied by the Monroe Bodies and an extremely festive occasion is enjoyed by all.
Let us remember that even though we
give gifts to others, a Special Gift was given
to those of the Christian Faith at this beloved time of year. Let us not forget “The
Reason for the Season”!
This happy time is also used to install
the new officers of the various Bodies of
the Monroe Valley. The Heads of the Bodies for the new year will be:
Lodge of Perfection-Ill: Clifford Whitehead, 33°; Chapter of Rose Croix–D. Karl
Fulton, 32° KCCH; Council of Kadosh–
Leroy George Stenzel, 32° KCCH; Monroe Consistory–Earl David Hailey, 32°
KCCH.

Monroe Bodies Off To A Good
Start
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will
hold their first meeting of 2007 on January
4, 2007. Since this article is written in September for the October 1st deadline, please
bear with this writer and join him in his
complete faith in his Brethren of the Monroe Valley doing the job they have been
elected to accomplish. I am sure that our
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection, Ill: Brother Clifford Whitehead, 33°
will do an excellent job throughout the year
(2007), Ill: Brother Whitehead has never
skirted any responsibility given him. He is
a joy to watch as he takes part in the 18th
Degree (Knight of Rose Croix), 31st Degree
9

(Inspector Inquisitor), and 32 nd Degree
(Master of the Royal Secret). He is also the
District Grand Lecturer for the 5th Masonic
District and does an excellent job in teaching the work and making sure that those
who teach newly Initiated, Passed or Raised
Brethren do it correctly as agreed upon by
the Permanent Committee on Work.
He will have interesting, educational
programs that will cause the Brethren to
hesitate about not attending a meeting for
fear they will miss a good program that is
of particular interest to them.

Venerable Master’s Message
Brethren, as the end of the year will soon
be here I take this opportunity to express
my appreciation for having had the privilege of serving the Monroe Scottish Rite
Valley as your Venerable Master this year. I
want to thank our Personal Representative
and dedicated staff for having done such a
fine job this year. They have made my job
easy.
Our fund raisers have been successful
and I thank everyone for their support. I
want to point out one particular group and
that is the Brethren of the Winnfield area
that did the hot job of frying the fish, a job
well done. We have just had one of the most
significant meetings of the year, the Feast
of Tishri. We had a large crowd, a very good
meal and was enjoyed by all.
Brethren our spring reunion is not very
far off and I would remind you that we need
petitions. I know that we have raised a good
many Brothers in our Scottish Rite area this
year, we need to let them know just how
Much More Light that is available to them
in Masonry by receiving the Scottish Rite
degrees. Again I thank everyone for their
support during this year.
Fraternally,
Alton C. Reeves., 33° Venerable Master
continued on page 10
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Kenneth Lee Barry Sr., 32°
H. N. Prine, 32°
David Crockett Rainbolt, 32°
James Peyton Smith, 32°
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Monroe Valley News
continued from page 9:

Baton Rouge Valley News-Personal Rep
continued from page 8:

Comments on the “Final Word”

As a Past Grand Master, his guidance at
our Grand Lodge has been prominent and
we are most appreciative of his diligence.
Even with all his personal and Masonic responsibilities he has remained faithful and
loyal to his Blue Lodge. Anytime a critical
decision has to be made, the opinion and
advise of Brother Klienpeter is always solicited. The old adage that if you want a job
done, give it to the busiest man you know,
fits Robert L. “Buck” Klienpeter.
Ray Wesley Burgess 33° PGM (1985)
is also a PM of Denham Springs Lodge #297
(1956). Brother Burgess is also Chairman
and Editor of the Louisiana Freemason and
writes many informative articles for this
publication. When you consider that this
man served as Worshipful Master of his
Blue Lodge 50 years ago and still remains
today a vibrate and active member of our
fraternity is amazing. When faced with the
loss of his voice through throat surgery, he
did not let this hinder his ability to speak
and work actively in our fraternity. A few
years ago I was fortunate enough to hear
him speak at a meeting at Capitol Lodge
(now Trinity Union Lodge) and was so
moved by his eloquence and vitality that it
challenged me to work more diligently in
our fraternity.
Some people are very gifted at writing
the articles that are placed in our Masonic
bulletins and do so we a great deal of ease.
I find these articles very difficult to write
and most of the time the message I am trying to convey is obscured in my inability to
write. My message this time is simple and
has nothing to do with gaining more light
in masonry but what we feel in our hearts
for others.
A couple months ago I set a date to have
eye surgery to remove some cataracts. I
could not have foreseen that a trusted friend
and employee would die and his funeral be
held on the day of the surgery. I also could
not have foreseen that his family would want
me to delivery the eulogy, but it all happened. I had my surgery as planned and I
delivered the eulogy for my friend as requested and my heart was full and I felt
exceedingly glad for that day. As I stood in
the pulpit of that small Baptist church with
both black and white in attendance, my vision blinded by the patch on one eye and
the tears that welled up in the other eye, I
felt good, for my friend had joined people

This article is written in support of Ill:
Bill Mollere, 33°, Deputy in Louisiana, and
two articles he wrote recently! In the JulyAugust 2006 issue of our Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard, Ill: Brother Bill
wrote, “Not every member will show up at
the same time, but every member needs to
remain involved, interested, educated and
as active as possible. Don’t ever be a name
on the list of non-paying members; please
don’t quit without a reason that goes beyond financial hardship, hurt feelings, lost
friendships, and non-involvement. All of
those reasons can be overcome - we need to
question, ask and help supply answers – we
need you to be involved in Scottish Rite.”
Then in the September-October 2006 issue
of The Scottish Rite Journal, starting on
page 3, he has submitted another article on
“Why Do They Quit?” Both of these articles
are well worth reading again! (I am sure
that you read them when you first saw
them.) He made the statement in the latter
article in The Scottish Rite Journal, “If you
belong to something and you no longer want
to be a member, you should depart on the
best of terms.” He also commented that,
“when prorated, our monthly dues are less
that a meal and drink at a fast food restaurant, and many men say they can’t afford to
belong.” Do you remember that you, somewhere along the line, heard something about
Brotherly Love, Relief and, Truth? If you
are truly unable to pay your dues, you need
only to make our Secretary, Ill: Robert C.
Joyner, 33° aware of your financial hardship and let him refresh your memory about
what Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth is
all about. Illustrious Brother Mollere, at the
end of his excellent article in The Scottish
Rite Journal sums it up very nicely by saying, “I believe - That even when you think
you have no more to give; when a friend
cries out to you-you will find the strength
to help.” Please re-read these two articles I
have referred for your perusal and see if you
don’t get flashes of obligations you took
during the years gone by and perhaps you
too may feel the need to help someone avoid
the undesirable act of “just quitting.”
Fraternally,
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Baton Rouge Valley News-Message
continued:

together in death as he did in life and the
message I delivered to his friends and family came from the heart. Doesn’t it make
you feel good when you do something good
for another?
In the last Trestleboard I gave you a
challenge and I will again issue the same
challenge. Brethren, sometime in the next
few days, think of someone who has had a
positive effect on your life. If that person is
still alive, pick up the phone and call him
or her and let them know you are thinking
about them. I’m sure you will be blessed.
I thank each of you for all you do and
may God bless you.
Fraternally,
Robert J. Hutchinson., 33°

New Orleans Valley -Secretary’s Desk
continued from page 5:

written resume and their request for consideration by the Valley’s Nomination
Committee in care of my office by December 6, 2006.
The Esoteric and Philosophical Lecture
Committee needs new some new lecturers
to assist Bro. Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA,
with the Valley’s 2007 lecture curriculum.
If you would like to give a lecture in 2007
or have a suggestion about a lecture topic,
then please contact me for more information.
The Supreme Council mailed annual
dues notices for 2007. You may have already received your dues notice in the
mail. If you haven’t already paid your
dues, please take the time to completely
fill-out the section asking about your contact information. Please also include your
email address and blue lodge information. This information greatly assists the
Valley with future communications.
Fraternally
Lloyd A. Hebert, 33° Secretary

continued page 12
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Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center
In addition to the Rite Care Program,
provided at the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Learning Center, we have a program to
provide a xxxxxx to children and adults
suffering with ALS. Trinity Lodge #372
recently presented the Childhood Learning Center with a check for $5000.00. Bro
Hugh M. Waddle, PM-Treasuer of Trinity Lodge delivered the much needed
funds to Ill C. Lenton Sartain, 33°-President of the Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center. This contribution will
greatly assist the Center in its goals.
Joe Stroud, 33 °
Center Administrator

New Center At ULL-Lafayette
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation held the grand opening and ribbon
cutting for its new Rite Care® Childhood
Learning Center at the University of
Louisiana – Lafayette at 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 16, 2006. The event
took place on the second floor of the
Burke –Hawthorne Hall in the Communicative Disorders Department.
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is a public 501(c) 3 foundation that
funds Childhood Learning Centers in
Shreveport, Monroe, Hammond, and Baton Rouge. Each learning center is associated with university offering a graduate program in speech pathology. The
Foundation funds clinical times for preschool children diagnosed with a communication disorder and grants scholarships to graduate students who serve as
clinicians for these clinical times. It is
estimated that up to 10% of all children
have a communicative disorder that will
impact their ability to learn.
Foundation president, John L.
Atkinson, of Shreveport, states “We are
pleased to open this clinic in Lafayette.
It will serve the needs of the children and
their families in Lafayette and the surrounding area preparing them to enter
school. It also supports the graduate students so that they may complete their
studies and obtain their credentials as
speech pathologists.”
Wilbert Stelly and Richard Arnaud,
both of Crowley, serve as the volunteer
clinic administrators. They work with
continued next column

CENTER NEWS
Dr. Martin Ball, Communicative Disorders Department Head, and Ms. Holly
Damico, Communicative Disorders
Clinic Director, to schedule clinical times
for the children and clinicians. These
services are at no cost to children enrolled
in the Rite Care® program, as the foundation covers these costs.
The ribbon cutting signifying the official grand opening of the Rite Care®
Childhood Learning Center with Clayton
J. Borne, III, Grand Master of Masons in
Louisiana and William J. Mollere,
Deputy to the Supreme Council of The
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in
Louisiana joined Dr. Ball and Ms.
Damico to officially open the clinic.
The Valley of Lake Charles chartered
a bus to take many of our members and
their ladies to the ceremonies.

ULL Center Update
The new Center has had clients for
three semesters, starting small last fall
and spring with three clients. During the
summer the Center completed two evaluations. Currently there are three new clients in the fall session and three additional evaluations are being processed.
The Center continues to grow and is already having a positive impact on the
community.

M: W: Clayton J Borne III- Grand Master
addresses the gathering.

Holly Damico, Director
Speech Language and Hearing Center

Photos From Ribbon Cutting
UL-Lafayette

L:R Ill. John L Atkinson-33 ° President La.
Scottish Rite Foundation, Ill. William J Mollere33 ° Deputy, Dr. Martin J Ball-Dept Head
Communicative Disorders, Ms Holly DamicoClinic Director and M:W: Clayton J Borne IIIGrand Master
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L:R Dr. Martin Ball, Ill. Richard B Smith-33°
Personal Representative and Ms Holly Damico
continued on page 13
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New Orleans Valley News-From Your Correspondent
continued from previous column:

New Orleans Valley News
continued from page 10

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew performed the traditional toasts for
the Feast of Tishri on September 6, 2006. Venerable Master Ion
Lazar, 32º, KSA, and Sir Knight Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA,
coroneted the Chapter’s first Honorary Knights Chevalier: Ill. Bros.
Charles L. McCarty & Lloyd Hebert, 33°. Each Knight Chevalier
received a beautiful 29th degree jewel adorned by an emerald and
green ribbon. Later, the Knights held their annual election of officers. The following officers were elected for the 2006-2007 term:
Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA (VM); Guy T. Wilson, 32º, KSA (SW);
Ralph T. Rabalais, 32º, KSA (JW); and, Joseph Loyacano, 32º,
KSA (Sec.-Treas.) On September 15, 2006, the Knights installed
their officers, thanked last year’s officers for their service, and
shared good fellowship at their annual feast held at Carmine’s
Restaurant. The Knights have several social events planned for
2007 so please keep a lookout for these upcoming activities.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Those who spoke the true name of G-d or who overheard it
being spoken, if unworthy, were stricken dead (See Morals &
Dogma, p. 620; but also see Philo of Alexandria’s historical commentary). Multiple scriptural passages repeat G-d’s warning to
respect and revere His name (e.g., Deuteronomy; Exodus 20:7;
Leviticus 22:32; & Leviticus 24:16). According to Jewish tradition, if a written document contains the full spelling of the name
of G-d, then its treatment and disposal merit special attention.
The document’s use must be reverent and respectful. And, if worn,
the document must be stored in a special place, interred, or destroyed only by the Hand of G-d. Importantly, out of respect, a
document containing the full name of G-d cannot be simply discarded or cast aside. These concerns are easily remedied by simply using the abbreviated name of G-d for those who share in these
beliefs.
Students of comparative religion and Freemasonry who choose
to abbreviate the name of Deity follow the Judaic tradition of extreme deference, respect and reverence for the Ineffable Word.
English translations of the Bible use the multiple names of Deity
found in Scripture, but most frequently use the words “G-d” and
“Lord.” Opinions differ on whether the English word “G-d” merits such deference and abbreviation under the Judaic tradition because it is not a Hebrew word. It is linguistically derivative from
other languages having a Germanic, Norse, and Indo-European
etymology. Should it be abbreviated? The actual English word
“G-d” does not appear in the original texts of either the Bible or
the Tanakh. Some argue further that the English word “G-d” is a
general descriptive term rather than a proper name like the
Tetragrammaton of the Old Testament and the Tanakh. Finally,
the oldest known texts of the New Testatment written in Greek use
the word “theos” when referring to the word that we know as “Gd.” [See Figure 2]. Those who choose to abbreviate the name of
G-d in any context do so out of extreme respect and deference for
religion and religious beliefs. Those who choose to fully spell out
the word “G-d” in written works are equally justified.
The principles of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite encourage us all to demonstrate the greatest respect for the religious beliefs of others. The Ineffable Word and the name of G-d are given
the highest respect and reverence. An even further abbreviated
and shortened name for G-d shines as a beacon in our blue lodges
as explained in our Fellowcraft degree. One of the principle mottos of the Scottish Rite is: Deus Meumque Jus—G-d is my right!
This motto is cradled in the fierce talons of the double-headed
Eagle of Lagash and draped over a sword. It is our right to worship and respect G-d in any manner that we choose. It is our duty
to defend and respect the religious beliefs of others. Whether to
afford the name of Deity with the extra respect attributed to it by
Judaic tradition by using an abbreviation is your choice according
to your own beliefs and conscious.

L:R Bro Ian Lazar, Charles McCarty, Lloyd Hebert and Marc Conrad

From Your Correspondent
Why some Masonic authors use the abbreviated word “G-d” in place of
the full name of Deity?

Some Masonic authors use the word G-d in place of its full
spelling when referring to the Judeo-Christian name of Deity in
written works. The reason for this abbreviation is simple: extreme
respect and a true reverence for G-d and his benevolence. The
Christian Old Testament and the Jewish Tanakh use multiple substitute names when referring to G-d. These names include: Adonai,
Elohim, El, Shaddai, Shalom, and others. The principle abbreviation for the name of G-d is the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) or
the “Ineffable Name or Word.” [See Figure 1]. The Jewish religion substitutes the Tetragrammaton for the true name of G-d because it must not be fully spoken or written by the unworthy or
impious. Other than certain individuals who received it directly
from G-d as recorded in Scripture, only the High Priest of Israel
knew the correct pronunciation and spelling of the Ineffable Name.
He was allowed to speak it in the customary manner, if worthy,
once a year during the Feast of Tishri within inner sanctum of
King Solomon’s Temple.

Deus Meumque Jus,
Marc Conrad, 32", KSA.

continued next column
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ULL-Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
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THE LAST WORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Deputy in Louisiana

‘TIS THE SEASON
Brethren – Before I go off into any message in this issue, I
wanted to be sure that you realized that this issue covers three
months of Scottish Rite activities and events – November, December and January. That is my fault. This publication is not
becoming quarterly – it is just skipping a month in order to
deliver to your home the Scottish Rite JOURNAL, your national publication, one month, and then this publication, the
TRESTLEBOARD, your state publication, the following
month. As it is now, you receive both in the same month.
Now, you should receive a Scottish Rite magazine every month.
And by the way, please do not forget to use that envelope that
was in the last issue for memorials, honorariums and remembrances. Those donations to our Foundation are tax-free too.
Now, to any word smithing - Yes, ’Tis The Season! Time to Re-up. Pay your Dues. A
joyous time of the year for all of us, and for any of the wives,
who write the checks for all of those Masonic groups to which
we belong.
You received your Dues notices back in late September or
October, but you just haven’t quite gotten around to writing
those checks yet - $60 for Lodge, $75 for Scottish Rite, $50
for York Rite, $70 for Shrine, $25 for Grotto, $15 for Eastern
Star – gosh, a fellow on a fixed income could go broke. And
what is the worth in belonging to all of these groups, you ask
each year – or the one writing the checks might ask you that
question. Well, what is it worth to you? First of all, we are all
on fixed incomes – at least the last time I looked, the cost-ofliving raises and promotions and commissions were very few
and very far between – and some of those Dues keep going up.
Fewer members, higher expenses – someone has to carry the
burden. “Well, maybe I just won’t pay one of those groups
this year – they won’t miss me; I haven’t attended a meeting in
three years and hardly anyone spoke to me the last time I did
attend – and they charged me $3.00 for some spaghetti and
salad! No one has called or asked where I’ve been since – just
a Dues notice each year.”
Does any of that sound familiar? It does to me because
continued on page 15
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Mother’s side of the family was very Masonic, so I had a
family tradition to follow, but I also came out of DeMolay and
had learned about the worth of Freemasonry from some of the
greatest men, my Advisors – all from “that” generation – and
I wanted to be a part of something worthwhile. It has been
and continues to be for me. But I work at it – it wasn’t handed
to me, and it hasn’t always been easy. But it is worth it. I reup every year and hope to always gladly be able to. My generation has to make its statement. We have to make Freemasonry worth something to the next generation and to the next.
To be a Brother, you must first be a friend – there is great
worth in friendship and in our Brotherhood. The gathering
together – the fellowship – there is great worth in our Fellowship. The shared lessons, the values, the principles – there is
great worth in learning, practicing together and continuing to
share. Let us hope that we will all re-up and continue working
to make it worth being a Mason – I do so promise and vow.
We have just come from a season of Reunions. There are
many new Masters of the Royal Secret in each of our Scottish
Rite Valleys – don’t forget to make each welcome, meet each
as a friend and become a Brother to each. Very soon, we
begin to gather for Thanksgiving to express our thanks for all
that we have in this great country, then we move toward the
Sacred Season for Christians – and remember the Reason for
the Season, and then we begin a new year – 2007! Thank you
for continuing to be a Re-Upped Scottish Rite Mason – please
don’t forget to Vote, celebrate Veterans’ Day, have a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas, and a
Happy New Year – and I’ll see many of you at Grand Lodge
at the end of January – Thanks to the “Greatest” and the next
soon-to-be-greatest.

The Last Word
continued from page 14:

there are those who say that each year at this time of the year.
I really worry about those who decide not to pay or continue
their membership. Recently, an article that I had written in
this TRESTLEBOARD “Why Do They Quit?” was reprinted
in the JOURNAL. It was not quite like having your picture on
the cover of TIME magazine, but for a little Louisiana Boy, it
was quite an honor to have an article printed in the JOURNAL. It evoked many comments – most favorable, but a few
negative. The negative ones came from Vietnam-era members, my Brothers, who took me to task for calling that generation – my generation coincidently – “less than the finest”
after calling the WWII era members our “Greatest Generation”. Well, the WWII members went to a war that no one
wanted, took care of fighting in two oceans, came home and
made a difference in the world by producing my generation,
me, the “Boomers” – thank you very much. They also joined
Freemasonry in record numbers – almost 3 million (in today’s
inflationary numbers that would be about 6 million). Quite
extraordinary. And now that generation is dying at a rate of
many hundreds per day. Almost all of that generation has
continued their memberships in all aspects of Freemasonry
because they saw worth in belonging. It has mattered to them.
Many made sacrifices to join, most made sacrifices to continue paying Dues in years when salaries and expenses didn’t
match up, most continued paying when they reached retirement and incomes fell below what their working salaries had
been – but they saw worth in belonging. Our Dads, Uncles,
their friends – that “Greatest Generation” – all saw worth in
being Freemasons. By each November, they re-upped.
Now to my generation – the Hippies, the Woodstockers,
the Baby-Boomers - those who were given everything by the
Greatest Generation so that we wouldn’t have to make any
sacrifices. Well, along came another war – very unpopular in
some quarters, but supported by my generation and memorialized with a solemn, beautiful black wall in Washington, DC
naming those who made the supreme sacrifice – our finest.
We joined Freemasonry, but not in the same numbers as our
fathers. We became active and many of us are now in leadership roles – yes, those Vietnam, Woodstocker, Boomer Boys
are now running things! Mercy! So today we all have to reup. We all have to carry the responsibility of making Freemasonry continue, and to work and to show its worth. We have
to convince the next generation and the one after that why
there is worth in belonging to Freemasonry – our kids and
grandkids, and their friends. Many of us are not doing a very
good job at it either. Once, a very wise man told me that it is
almost impossible to get another man to join Masonry when
we can’t convince the young man living at the end of the hallway to join.
Why do we belong? Why do we continue to belong? My

Bill Mollere, Deputy

continued next column
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Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Did You Know?
An applicant for the Degrees in any
Body of the Rite must be and remain an
affiliated Master Mason in a regular Symbolic Lodge. As between Orients of this
Supreme Council, there shall be no residence requirement for a petitioner for the
Degrees, provided that upon receipt
of the Petition, the Sovereign Grand Inspector General or Deputy of the Orient of the
petitioner’s residence shall be notified
promptly thereof. It shall not be permissible
for any Subordinate Body of this Supreme
Council or for any officer or member thereof
to publish or circulate in any printed or
written form a list of the names of petitioners for the Degrees for general distribution
among the members of such Body.

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
D. Walter Jessen Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713

November-December-January Issue
06-06

16

Did You Know?
Does the Supreme Council have statutes
for Trials?
Article XVIII, Section 1.
Trials on accusation of offenses against
Masonic law or against good morals or of
un-Masonic conduct or unworthiness of any
Mason of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, except Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, shall be held by the Lodge of
Perfection of which the accused is a member, or within whose Orient he resides or
the offense is alleged to have been committed, provided, that charges of violation of
the obligation of a Degree higher than that
of Perfect Elu shall be prosecuted in the
Body of the Rite governing that Degree.
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