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side a Cadillac dealership improves the Yugo. Masonry provides a method, so that a man may improve. There is labor
involved and the amount of time and effort one is willing to
devote in the craft, will determine the benefits, within the
bounds of Freemasonry. “To learn, to subdue my passions, and
improve myself in Masonry are the benefits that everyone receives”, I told the Airman. I also explained that Masonry
stresses faith, hope and charity, as well as a conviction to brotherly love. I impressed upon him that Freemasonry was a journey as opposed to being a program or exercise. Individual
growth and progress in Masonry never ends as there are many
things to discover during the spiritual journey. I emphasized
that each member must discover for himself the benefits of
membership, for it is as diverse as is our membership. There is
no authoritative interpretation as men take many different paths
on their Masonic journeys.
Why do speakers toss out dollar amounts during their presentations to explain our Fraternity to the public? I told the
young man that I cringe every time I hear “Masonry spends
approximately $3 million a day to operate our charities”.
Maybe it is a source of pride; maybe it is meant to impress the
guests or maybe it is to emphasize that charity is the cornerstone on which the superstructure of Freemasonry is erected. I
explained that I am grateful for the dedication and efforts of
the various boards and committees that manage the income
and operations of our many charities and programs. Charity is
so deeply interwoven in our Fraternity’s fabric that it is difficult NOT to mention those endeavors. I indicated that there
are members that dedicate a large portion of their own time,
energy and personal resources toward the charities with no recompense or recognition. Their only desire is to promote and
grow the various philanthropies. However, I believe this is not
the fundamental intent of Masonic charity.
Our greatest charity, I explained to the Airman, has to do
with how readily we desire to
learn from each other and how a
connection is developed with one
another. In order to accomplish
any great important task, we
must act in harmony. This behavior, taught in the Lodge, will be
carried into our dealings with
those outside the Fraternity. The
ultimate benefit of Masonry is for its members to achieve a
deeper understanding and relationship with our Creator, lending itself to a more harmonious relationship with our fellow
man. Only then will the benefits translate into benefits to the
craft. Service to God, your country and community, your neighbor and your family and fraternity are true Masonic labors.

In Search Of

“A wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man of
understanding will attain wise counsel.”
Proverbs 1:5
“How have you benefitted by being a Mason”...”What have
you gotten out of Masonry”, asked a young man attending a
Bring A Friend program. The keynote speaker responded masterfully to his query but I sensed this young Airman was looking for more, something of a personal nature. I approached
him after the program had ended.
He was new to the area as just having been assigned to
Barksdale AFB. He remembered his grandfather was a Mason
and as was an uncle. His free time is limited and he wanted to
know what Masonry would provide him as a return for an investment of that scarce resource. “Masonry takes good men
and makes them better”, he recalled from the presentation.
“How does that happen?”, was his first question. I let him continue with his observations and questions, making note of them
as he proceeded. The young man asked why there was an emphasis on how much money Masons spend per day on their
charities. His final question was “Will you share with me your
experience?” I asked him if he was in a hurry to be anywhere
and he replied that he would stay until I ran out of things to
tell him. For the next hour I discovered that this young man
was a dry sponge wanting to absorb anything of a personal
experience not able to be found on the internet, books or during presentations, as are many of our new initiates.
I began by telling him that my father was a Mason and that
most, if not all, of his friends were Masons. There was a bond
between them and a manner that they treated and responded to
each other. The young man could comprehend those relationship as he felt the same with many of his comrades in the Air
Force. I told him that through Masonry, I have had the privilege of meeting hundreds of men from every walk of life. Our
Fraternity brings together men who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.
I explained that the old adage “Masons take good men and
make them better” really amounts to good men making themselves better through Masonry. Masonry doesn’t make a man
better by mere membership any more than parking a Yugo in-

continued on page 2
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The conversation ended with the
young man asking if I thought he would
be able to benefit Masonry. I had to tell
him that was an individual decision, one
he had to make of his own. He replied,
“Evidently, you don’t think I would since
you haven’t asked me to join”. I surprised him by saying “I will never ask
you or anyone to join”. I followed with
“No one has ever been asked to join, as
we are prohibited from doing so”. He
asked how does someone get in to our
Fraternity? I told him that he must ask
to join or ask for a petition for the degrees in Masonry. “Who do I ask?” the
young man said. “Me” was my reply as I
handed him the form.
As he filled out the petition, he asked
if I could recommend him for membership and sign his petition. I explained
that I was not a member of the Lodge
that will receive his petition and was prohibited by Masonic Law from doing so.
Bidding him good luck on his Masonic
journey and good night, he had the last
word. He said “You guys sure make it
difficult.” I thought about telling him
that joining Masonry was not difficult for
those that are qualified and worthy. Just
keep asking questions, for knowledge is
power.
I have been asked similar questions in
reference to our Scottish Rite. Frankly, I
was unable to answer them with any authority. After being made a Master of the
Royal Secret, I was immediately set to labor. I learned parts in degrees, helped serve
on the dinner line, relearned parts in degrees (revised ritual), became a cast member of the Rose Upon the Altar play and
even agreed to edit this publication (on a
temporary basis). I was charged with performing tasks and I completed them. I never
took the time to learn the important lessons found in all of the Scottish Rite degrees and how they are structured to compliment one another.
The Orient’s Leadership Team was
charged with completing the Scottish Rite
Master Craftsman program. Through participation in this excellent program, I am
better equipped to respond to questions
posed by those interested in our Rite. I am
confident that I can explain the benefits of
membership and how the Rite continues the
Masonic journey. Enrollment in the pro2

gram costs $35 (plus shipping). You receive
the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide
by Arturo de Hoyos, 33° Grand Archivist &
Grand Historian. This book initially cost
$65, itself a bargain. Since the cost of production has been recovered, Supreme Council is able to offer it at a reduced price with
this program. The Master Craftsman program has 6 quizzes that involve reading specific chapters of the Monitor, accompanied
with A Bridge to Light. You mail the completed quiz in a self addressed envelope.
Your quiz will be checked for accuracy and
returned to you along with the next quiz.
You might even receive a personal note from
the Sovereign Grand Commander on one
of your returned quizzes.
Enroll in the
Master Craftsman program. It
will better equip
you to answer
questions about
our Rite like
those that were
directed toward me by a young man seeking information.

“A wise man has great power, and a
man of knowledge increases strength”Proverbs 24:5
Fraternally,
The Ed

Posterity: you will never know how
much it has cost my generation to preserve
your freedom. I hope you will make good
use of it.
Always vote for principle, though you
may vote alone, and you may cherish the
sweetest reflection that your vote is never
lost.
John Quincy Adams

Calendar of Events
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Lake Charles
October 25
Reunions
Baton Rouge
October 4-5
Monroe
October 4
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarships
The Foundation is proud to announce
the following speech and language scholarships for 2008. These $1250.00 awards
are given to graduate students working
toward a Masters Degree in speech pathology.
Lafayette
Hope H Taylor
Stacy E Picou
Baton Rouge
Elizabeth Foust
Trenae Jones-Webb
Shreveport
Kimberly Judlin
Brittany David
John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
President

Donations continued:

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
In Honor of William J Mollere, SGIG
James D Cole-Greensboro Valley
Orient of North Carolina
In Memory of Jane Bazzell
Robert and Marjorie Joyner
Steven A Pence
In Memory of Shirley Curren
Morris E Curren
In Memory of R L Caskey
B R Caskey
In Memory of Melvin E Averett
Darryl W Averett
In Memory of Robert Lee Tabony
Lawrence Tabony, Jr.
In Memory of Barbara S Thomas
Beryl and Nancy Franklin
In Memory of Melvin Boudreaux
Wayne J Engeron
In Memory of James E Grady, Jr.
Sid and Jennifer Felps
In Memory of Richard B Smith, Jr.
John L and Dee A Atkinson
Harold H Young
Lake Charles Lodge #165
R B Smith
To the Foundation
Anthony Radosti
Frank A Jensen
John E Gilcrease
1zt Masonic District Lodge
Robert D Southern

The Foundation is so very blessed by
the continued financial support from
within the Fraternity as well as from those
from outside.
It is only fitting that these supporters
be recognized in some small way.
D Walter Jessen Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Mrs. Jeanne E Duhon
D. W. Jessen & Associates, LLC
continued next column
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Rite Care® Conference
The Washington, D.C. Speech Clinic,
under the Direction of Dr. Tommy
Robinson is to be congratulated on hosting a most successful national Scottish
Rite Childhood Language Disorders
Clinic and Learning Center Conference.
The Conference was held on August 28
through 30, 2008, at The Capital Hotel.
A host of outstanding Instructors provided those in attendance the opportunity
to learn and collaborate on strategies that
will help to greatly improve children's
lives through better communications. In
additions the Center provided outstanding lectures for managers to learn more
about administration and fund raising.
Ms. Sandra Hayes, PhD CCC-SLP,
Clinic coordinator at Shreveport, Ms.
Donna Thomas, CCC-SLP, Clinic Coordinator at Monroe, Ms. Holly Damico,
Clinic Coordinator at Lafayette.
Ms.Aimee Adams, Coordinator at the
Center in Lafayette and Ms Alisa
Mendoza, PhD CCC-SLP coordinator at
the Center in Baton Rouge were unable
to attend the conference due to the
weather The following Board Members
also attended the Conference, William
Jules Mollere, 33°, Sovereign Grand Inspector General in the Orient of Louisiana and John L. Atkinson, 33°, G.C.,
President.
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will always gratefully and fondly remember, continued to teach
me through all three of the Degrees of Blue Lodge Freemasonry. They not only grilled me on the verbiage, but they taught
me the meaning and the spirit of the three Degrees.
They also taught me another very important lesson. One
Tuesday evening while I was struggling to learn the obligation of the Fellow Craft Degree one of them, I can't remember
which, stopped me and said, "We haven't been totally honest
with you." I was stunned. Masons hadn't been totally honest
with me? I sat there once again with my mouth agape waiting
for him to explain.
"When you asked us about joining Freemasonry you were
told that Masonry takes good men and makes them better. Is
that right?"
"Yes," I replied wondering if they had found out something
about me that indicated to them that perhaps I wasn't the "good
man" that I had led them to believe.
"Well," one of them said, "Masonry does not take good men
and make them better. It takes good men and gives them the
tools, guidance, and support for them to make themselves better. It's up to you whether or not you pick up the tools and
learn to use them properly. It's up to you to accept the guidance and support that we, your mentors, and the other Brothers in this Lodge can, and will, give you if you are willing to
accept what we offer. But if you are expecting Freemasonry to
make you a better man then you are going to be sorely disappointed. What you become in Freemasonry is up to you and no
one else."
I wish that I could tell you that I have always been a willing worker in the quarries. I would like say that I have always
accepted the mentorship, guidance, and support by my Brothers. But I would be guilty of falsehood. I can tell you that on
those occasions when I have picked up the working tools of
Freemasonry, when I have given ear to my mentors, when I
have accepted that loving and caring support, when I have
received the gentle grip of reprimand at my elbow in the spirit
that it was given, I have grown as a man and Mason.
Freemasonry was a gift that was given to me by a group of
very special men, the Brothers of my Mother Lodge. Very
special men, the members of the Lodges that I have had membership in through the years and those that I have membership in now, continue to give me that special gift. Certainly
the same can be said for the three Scottish Rite Valleys where
I have been a member, and the one where I am a member now.
The gift of Freemasonry is in my hands. If it lies there, protected and not growing, it is worthless. It is hiding my lamp
under a bushel. If I share it, give it to other young men who
choose the Masonic quest, then its value is greater than all the
wealth that can be piled up on the face of the earth.
Brothers James and Carter once told me that they had received much more from all the young men that they had
mentored through, and beyond, the three degrees of Blue Lodge
Masonry, than they had given. They, like the Warrior of the
Light, will never find an empty paradise. When I am with a
young Mason talking about our quest over lunch or in a study
group, I like to think that they did not waste their time with
me. I know that I am not wasting mine, for I too receive much
more than I give.
Yours in Service,

Reflections on the Degree
Prince of Jerusalem
by
Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH
A Warrior of the Light shares with others what he knows of the path.
Anyone who gives help also receives help and needs to teach what he has
learned. That is why he sits by the fire and recounts his day on the battlefield.
A friend whispers, "Why talk so openly about your strategy? Don't you
realize that, by doing so, you run the risk of sharing your conquests with
others?"
The Warrior merely smiles and says nothing. He knows that if, at the end
of his journey, he arrives to find an empty paradise, his struggle will have
been a waste of time.
Paulo Coelho
The Warrior of the Light

I once heard the newly installed young Senior Warden of a
Masonic Lodge say to the recently installed Master of that
Lodge, "I have some good ideas for our Lodge but I'm not going to tell you because I know that you will use them and I
want to save them for my year."
My response was to stand quietly with my mouth open so
wide that I was in danger of swallowing myself. Finally this
Senior Warden looked at me and said, "What?" Did I say something wrong? Fortunately an older Past Master of the Lodge
chimed in as he gently threw an arm around the Senior Warden's
shoulder, "No, you didn't say anything terribly wrong but you
might want to think about what you just said. Lets you and me
go across the street for a cup of coffee."
What a string of Masonic lessons was in that brief conversation. First lesson: we take a very serious obligation to help
our Brothers. Holding back something that might help the
Lodge, or that Master, seems to me to be a violation of that
obligation. To "hold out" selfishly on that Master certainly goes
against everything we are taught as Freemasons.
Second lesson: the Past Master spoke gently to the offending Senior Warden, rather than embarrassing him with a harsh
reprimand. Third Lesson: the older Brother took advantage of
a wonderful "teaching moment" with this young officer who
would, in a year, be Master of his Lodge, and a very good one.
One of the great losses that Freemasonry has incurred in
the last thirty years is the loss of mentorship. Mentoring is
continually sharing what you know with someone else for their
benefit.
When I was first initiated into the Entered Apprentice Degree, my Lodge assigned two Brothers to teach me the catechism of the first degree. These two men, Charley Carter and
Le Roy James, whom I have not seen in over thirty years but

Rick Bowles
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Principles, and Duty rather than the selfserving politics that dominate contemporary politics. Hurricane Gustav cancelled
the September 3rd meeting whereupon we
would have celebrated the Feast of Tishri.
The Valley will celebrate the Feast of
Tishri at the October meeting.

2008 Officers
Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master:
Ion Lazar, 32º KCCH
Senior Warden:
Robert Barrios, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
Tony Radosti, 32º KCCH
Pelican Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Frank DuTreil, 33º
Senior Warden:
George Lupo, 32º KSA
Junior Warden:
Leon Roberts, 32 ° KCCH
Eagle Council of Kadosh
Commander:
Leon Roberts, 32º KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Joe Loyocano, 32º KSA
2nd Lt. Commander:
Clay Wolfe, 32º KCCH

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

New Orleans Consistory
Master of Kadosh:
Guy T. Wilson, 32º KSA
Prior:
Elmo Pitre, III, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Sidney Agnelly, 32º KCCH

Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

Treasurer to All Bodies: John Zollinger, III, 33°
Director of Works: Warren A. Hintz, Jr., 32º KCCH
Director of Education:Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH

2008 Membership Fees are now
PAST Due
Calendar of Events
Stated Communications

7:30 PM

Wednesday, October 1st
Feast of Tishri
Esoteric Lecturer
Refreshments

Wednesday, November 5th
Anniversary of the Valley of New Orleans
Esoteric Lecture
Thanksgiving Dinner
Branson Extravaganza
Thursday, Nov 6 thru Nov 11
Members, Families and Friends are invited
to join us on our fun trip.
Detailed information regarding shows,
meals, transportation, fun events. Cost to
follow at a later date. Ya’ll come.
For information call: N O Scottish Rite
Valley (504) 522 3789

Recent Valley News
On August 6th, the Valley met for its
stated meeting and for refreshment. All
enjoyed good fellowship. During the
meeting, Ill. Bro. Nick Randazzo gave a
lecture on George Washington's "Farewell
Address" and how it resonated the importance of Natural Law, Statesmanship,

Knightly News
Knights of St. Andrew
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Secretary/Treas:

Guy T. Wilson, 32º, KSA
Joe Loyocano, 32º, KSA
Quentin J. Buras, 32º, KSA
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH

The Knights of St. Andrew is an invitational only order for meritorious 32°
masons. All are welcome to enter our
Clan by demonstrating routine attendance, commitment, and work at the Valley. If you have any interest in joining
our ranks, then please ask me how you
can participate at our Valley's next stated
meeting. Presently, the Knights are raising funds to purchase a Knights of St.
Andrew Banner for display at the Valley
and for use in the 29th Degree. The
Knights are also making plans for our
second annual Robert Burns Supper
which will be held on Saturday, January
24, 2009, on the Eve of Robert Burns's
S&F,
birthday.
Bro. Guy Wilson 32º, KSA.

5

Esoteric & Philosophical
Lecture Committee
The Valley's enrollees in Scottish
Rite's new Master Craftsman correspondence course are advancing very well in
the program. All in our group have completed the first quiz and we are now working on the second quiz. The course work
is leaving the area of Scottish Rite history and its origins and beginning to discuss the esoteric lessons of the first Scottish Rite degrees. If you would like to
join our study group, give an educational
lecture to the Valley in 2008, or if you
have a suggestion about a proposed lecture topic, then please inform Bro. Marc
H. Conrad, 32?, KSA, KCCH when you
next visit the Valley.
continued on page 12

In Memoriam
Ralph H Eddy, 32°
Rufus Upton Lea, 32°
Eugene Earl Nastasi, 32°
Leonard Lee Patterson, 32°

Scottish Rite

KEEP MOVING FORWARD

Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
Knightly News
2008 Officers
Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Steward:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33° G.C.
Tel: 318-221-9713
Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 8th
Regular Meeting

The Shreveport Chapter of the
Knights of St. Andrew have successfully
completed 3 full years as a Chapter. They
were chartered in September 2005. Sir
Knight E. Allen Kelly, 32° currently the
Chapter's Knight Commander has a vision for growth and participation of the
Chapter in all the Valley activities. The
St. Andrew Tartan Sash and Glenn Gary
Caps, Pins and Kilts make the chapter
participants stand out amongst all the
other Chapters in the state.
If you are interested in being a member of the Knights of St. Andrew, dedicated to service and eager to participate,
talk to any Knight and let them know.
They'll get you an application.

6:30 PM

Tuesday, May 13th

KCCH Club

Open Meeting
6:30 PM
Broadmoor Baptist Gospel Quartet

April 5th-6th

E Allen Kelly, 32° KStA
Carey C Allison, 32º KStA
Joseph E Moore, 32º KStA
John F Ayer, 32° KStA

Spring Reunion

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

2008 Officers
Shreveport Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Robert L LaBorde, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Junior Warden:
Larry B Ledbetter, Sr., 33º

The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month of the 1st
District Lodge meeting. The next KCCH
Club meeting is October 14th beginning
at 5:30, upstairs in the Club room. Always, your service, as a KCCH, is appreciated and really needed! If you want to
truly get involved, contact Mike
Ironsmith, this years KCCH Club President.

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H Edward Durham, 33°
Stanford L Jensen, 33º
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Stanford L Jensen., 33°
Gary L Gribble, 33º
Charles F Jackson, 33°

Shreveport Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Robert L LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Charles E Shearer, 33º
Preceptor:
Richard L Hollier, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Louis E McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
John L Atkinson, 33° GC

Master Craftsman Program
The Valley is very involved in the Supreme Council's education training program and offers members an opportunity
to bebetter educated on our Rite. It is
highly recommended as all members will
receive a better understanding of our
Degrees. Call the office or go online to
register. The cost is negligble considering the benefits.
The first member to complete the program from the Shreveport Valley is Ill.
Ballard L. Smith, 33° PGM Personal Rep6

resentative. Ill. Louis E. McGee, 33° Director of Work was the 2nd member to
receive the Certificate and lapel pin.

Ill. John L Atkinson, 33° GC-General Secretary
congratulates Bro Smith for completing the program

Feast of Tishri

Bro Robert D Southern, 32° KCCH
served as Chairman for the Feast of Tishri
during our September meeting. This feast
originates from the Israelite Festival of
Sukkoth also known as the Feast of the
Tabernacles. The play represents the exodus from Egypt by the Jews, the end of
the fall harvest, and is a celebration of
thanksgiving. The feast also is dedicated
to the building of King Solomon's
Temple. The play was presented in an outstanding manner to the 141 in attendance.
It is at this time that we are reminded to
rejoice and give our thanks to the Great
Architect of the Universe.

Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation
Generous donations continue to be
received for our Building Foundation.
Two rather large donations were received
in memory of Mrs. Robert E. Bazzell
(Jane Hanson Bazzell). It is fitting to recognize the benefactors of those gifts.
Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° PGM
Ill. Joe W. Miot, Jr., 32 ° KCCH
Thanks to these members and our
other supporters, we will be able to continue to preserve our historic Temple.

I N M EMORIAM
Albert B Crothers, 32°
Stephen R Denmon, 32º KCCH
Neil R McGahen 32°
Robert J McGuirt, 32°
Louis Van Thyn., 32° KCCH
Joe Webb, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2008 Officers
Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jimmy H Leger, 32 ° KCCH
C Clifford Heath, 32º KCCH
Daryl G Johnson, 32º, KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Kenneth V Michel, 32° KCCH
John C Butterick, 32º
Allen R Fruge, 33°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676
Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2008 Membership fees were due
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, October 15th

Commander:
Archie E Hickman, Jr., 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander:
William B Powell, 32º KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: C Clifford Heath, 32 ° KCCH
Prior:
Donald R Veret, 32º KCCH
Preceptor:
Murry C “Bo” House, 33º
Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Charles G Callahan, 33°

Deserved Recognition

Feast of Tishri

Saturday, October 18th
Family Day Festival

Venerable Master Leads
The Way
Brother Jimmy H. Leger, 32° KCCH,
Venerable Master for the Valley of Lake
Charles, was the first in this Valley to
complete the "Master Craftsman" program. He is a promoter of the program
that consists of study materials and six
exams that are graded by the Supreme
Council Staff. Brother Leger was presented a Certificate of Achievement and
a lapel pin designating him as a Master
Craftsman.
Brother Briggs Becton, 32°, is the
Valley representative for the Master
Craftsman program. The cost of the program is $35.00 and includes a text book
and the exams. This is a must for all
who seek more light in Masonry, as it
expands the meaning of our degrees and
expounds on the symbolism and allegory
therein portrayed.
Please contact the Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies office at (337) 436-1676
or lcscotti@structurex.net.

Wednesday, November 19th
Childhood Learning Center

Wednesday, December 17th
Election of Officers

Spring Reunion
During a recent meeting, the Valley
presented our newest Knights of the
Royal Secret with their patents. Venerable
Master Jimmy Leger provided a brief
Masonic biography on the six 32° members and encouraged them to become
regular attendees during the Valley’s activities.
Congratulations and welcome one and
all to our Rite.

Craig Alan Williams, Brandon Shane Lepretre,
Randy Jason Lepretre, Charles L Kershaw, Darrell
Louis Guillory and Kenneth Larry Dodson

Venerable Master Jimmy Leger, 32° KCCH receives his Master Craftsman Certificate and pin
from Richard Smith, 33° Personal Representative

Donald R. Verret, 32° KCCH

In keeping with the program of recognizing devoted members, Venerable
Master Jimmy H Leger, 32° KCCH presented Bro Don Verret, 32° KCCH with
a certificate of appreciation from the Valley. Bro Don has dedicated many hours
to the fraternity and it was only fitting
that Personal Representative Richard B
Smith, 33° and Venerable Leger chose
him as this month’s recipient.
7

I N M EMORIAM
Max Henry Borman, 32°
Isadore Greenwald, 32°
Dannaud B Williams, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2008 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master: Jimmie A Galloway, 32 ° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Ricks M Bowles, 32º KCCH
Junior Warden:
A Nicholas Auck , 32º, KCCH

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Beverly J. Guillot, 33° GJW
Tel: 225-275-0668
Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2008 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW PAST DUE

CALENDAR OF E VENTS
Dinner 6:30

October 4-5
Monday, October 13th

Meeting 7:30

Fall Reunion

Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 10th
Past Grand Masters Night

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment 6:30
Meeting 7:00

Everyone has the obligation to ponder well his own specific traits of character. He must also regulate them adequately and not wonder whether someone else’s traits might suit him better.
The more definitely his own a man’s
character is, the better it fits him.
Abraham Lincoln

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Marshall L Woodard, 32°
Charles R Peabody, 32º KCCH
Robert T Canzonire, 32º

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh:
Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

David M Wallace, 32° KCCH
G Eugene Cagle , 32°
William E Womack, 32º

Baton Rouge Consistory:
Master of Kadosh: Wayne M Mitchell, 32° KCCH
Prior:
Lawrence D Wade, 32º
Preceptor:
Brian L Watson, 32º KCCH
Treasurer to All Bodies
Ben F Melanson, 33°

Personal Representative Notes
For three months now I have been retired and it isn't what I expected. First
you have to get into a groove of the golden
years of retirement, that phase of your life
when you are supposed to enjoy the fruits
of your labor. Of late it seems like my
life revolves around trips to the doctor,
or grocery store, or funeral, or lodge
meeting or another funeral or Scottish
Rite meeting or funeral. It seems like retirement is a period when you wait to die,
or visit the family of someone who has
died. I would like to change that as I know
some of the other valleys have done. I
want to call on that "over the hill gang",
that group of Masonic brothers who
would welcome a trip to the Scottish Rite
to enjoy each others friendship and maybe
along the way do something to benefit the
valley. If you are interested in meeting
twice a month at the Scottish and pick
out a project or several projects that
would benefit our valley or our fraternity,
give me a call. We could cook up some
hamburgers, mow the back for ty,
straighten up the robe room, talk, and do
something to bring pride back in our fraternity, our valley, our building and more
importantly, to ourselves. I will list all
my phone numbers and e-mails and hope
you give me a jingle.
On October 4th and 5th we will celebrate the life of a great mason, Lloyd G.
8

Pence by holding the Lloyd G. Pence
Memorial Reunion. We would love to
have a large group of candidates, but we
also want to give our brothers a chance
to join together and remember the life of
a great man and mason. Plan on being at
the Baton Rouge Scottish Rite on October 4th and 5th and pick up a friend and
bring him with you and it would be nice
if this friend were a new mason.
If you haven't started the Master
Craftsman's Program, please do so. If is
not a difficult book to read and I'm sure
you will enjoy it. I hope you have better
luck with the tests than I am. Our Director of Education Ricks Bowles will start
our valley instruction soon and we would
love to have you participate.
May God continue to bless you for your service,
Robert J Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative

Good name in man and woman, dear my
lord,
Is the immediate jewel of their souls:
Who steals my purse steals trash; ’tis something, nothing;
Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to
thousands;
But he that filches from me my good name
Robs me of that which not enriches him
And makes me poor indeed.
William Shakespeare
Othello
Act 3 Scene 3

In Memoriam
James Edward Grady, 32° KCCH
Frank Harold Hammonds, 32°
Robert Earl McConnell, 32°
Arthur Carl Meinke, 32°
Wesley Odom Muse, 32°
Kermit Wendell Smith, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Gospel Singing at Monroe

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2008 Membership fees were due by
December 31, 2007

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, October 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Program
Griggs Sisters to perform

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 4TH
FALL REUNION
Thursday, November 6
Dinner with Ladies
6:00 PM
Program
7:00 PM
25 & 50 Year Certificate awards

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 15th
VETERANS APPRECIATION
Thursday, December 4th
Dinner with Ladies
Program
Annual Chrismas Party
Installation of Officers 2009

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

New Hours at The Temple
The offices of the Supreme Council
changed their Office Hours beginning
August 4th. The Offices will be open from
7:00a-5p Monday-Thursday, Eastern
time, and closed on Friday.
Therefore, the Monroe Scottish Rite
Office will be open from 7:30 A.M. to
12:30 P.M. Monday through Thursday
with the office being closed on Friday.
This change will be in affect until further notice.

Brethren, on the 1st Thursday in October (October 2, 2008) the members of
the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies in attendance will be doubly blessed! The first
blessing will be the opportunity to enjoy
the Fellowship of your Brother Masters
of the Royal Secret and a delicious light
meal prepared by our Kitchen Crew who
are "Masters of the Culinary Arts". Secondly, the program for the evening is
calculated to add the second blessing to
the entire families of those Brethren who
had the foresight to remind their wives
and others in their family of the wonderful feeling experienced by hearing good
old Gospel Singing. On that evening the
program of up-lifting songs will be presented by the family of one our own,
Brother Bill Griggs, 32° KCCH. His
daughters are talented, enthusiastic, and
exuberant and this program promises to
be "just the ticket" to lift us to a higher
plane in our appreciation of our basic
Spiritual emotions. Don't forget to bring
your family for a delightful soul-warming evening that glorifies the basic tenets of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.

November at Monroe Valley
The Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies will
have their November Meeting at the
Temple at 205 University Avenue on
November 6, 2008. As usual, the light
meal, prepared by our excellent Kitchen
Crew will begin at 6:00 P.M. with the
Program starting at 7:00 P.M.
The Program for this meeting, according to our Venerable Master of the
Lodge of Perfection, Brother C. B.
"Buddy" Griggs, 32° KCCH, will be a
program of Thanksgiving. This is a very
timely subject because it will help us get
our "thinking caps" on and begin preparing for the Thanksgiving Season. The
Season Culminates on November 27th
when we celebrate, with the others of our
Great Nation, that time when our Forefathers, the Pilgrims, celebrated this
New Land of many Freedoms and gave
Thanks to Their Heavenly Father for this
privilege.
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continued previous column
November in Monroe:

Surely this Season should cause all of
us, regardless of Creed to reinforce our
own feeling of appreciation for this Our
Country, and the myriad of Freedoms we
enjoy. Let this time of year help to
strengthen our own love of Country and
sense of Patriotism and, Please Lord , help
us support those members of the Armed
Forces who are separated from their families while in some Foreign land serving
our Country! Be Thankful!

Veterans Honored
For a number of years now, the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies have honored the
Veterans of the U. S. Armed Services by
giving a banquet as a token of appreciation for their service. This year the dinner, prepared by our Culinary Experts will
be held on the November 15th.
At this dinner, the various branches
of the Armed Services are recognized and
we usually have a speaker (a Veteran as
well) who gives a short talk. This is for
Veterans (they don't have to have served
overseas or in combat) of any of the
Branches of the Armed Services. The various service organizations are contacted
and are invited to bring a contingent of
their members. A group of our Veterans
from the Northeast Louisiana War Veterans Home always attends.
Fraternally,
Beryl C Franklin, PhD 33 °

I N M EMORIAM
J. R. Akins, 32°
Herbert Joel Banks, Jr., 32°
Fred Richard Spillers, Sr. 32°
Tony Jack Halley, 32°
Clifton Marvin Coyle, 32°
Bernard lamr Waite, 32°
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CENTER NEWS
municative disorders. Trenae` loves to travel with her husband
during her spare time. Upon graduation, she hopes to secure a
clinical fellowship working with the pediatric population.
Ms. Foust is from Clinton and is a graduate of LSU with BS
Degree in nutrition. Although Beth enjoys working with the
children at the Center, she looks forward to work with adults
with neurogenic disorders. After graduation in May 2009, she
will seek opportunities for her Clinical Fellowship Experience
and employment in the Baton Rouge area.

The Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Speech and Language Center was established in January of 2001 to serve the needs of
young children who are unable to effectively communicate.
Speech/language services are provided at no cost to families. Director and Clinical Supervisor Alisa Mendoza Ph.D,
CCC-SLP, and Coordinator Joe Stroud oversee all clinic operations and ladies from the Order of the Eastern Star Organization volunteer their time at the center.
Over the past seven years, Louisiana State University graduate clinicians have provided therapy to over 200 children who
have severe articulation disorders, neurological disorders,
developmental delays, fluency problems, language disorders,
and delayed onset of speech.
We have been highly successful as many of these children
have been dismissed from therapy, free of their initial communication deficits. Others go on to receive services in the elementary school setting.
One of our goals is to make speech/language screenings
and evaluations available to many underserved children who
may not have insurance or whose insurance does not cover
speech/language services.
The Speech and Language Center also houses an ALS
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) communication device lending center.

Baton Rouge’s Clinicians
Our newest Graduate students, attending Lousisana State
University-Baton Rouge, are Trenae` Webb and Beth Foust.
They are working as clinicians at the Learning Center as well
as gaining valuable experience for their clinicals.
Ms. Webb is from Baton Rouge and is a graduate of Louisiana Tech University. She is completing her final year of the
Communication Sciences and Disorders graduate program at
LSU. She loves the fact her field provides infinite opportunities to impact the quality of life for those suffering with com10

Christian hands Beth Foust her Scottish Rite Scholarship check.

Trenae` Webb poses with Chandler holding the scholarship award

Southeastern Louisiana Regional Childhood
Learning Center
Shreveport Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33°
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
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Southwestern Regional
Childhood Learning Center
On August 20, 2008, a group of Scottish Rite Masons from
the Valley of Lake Charles, along with their ladies and other
guests, toured the Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center at
the University of Louisiana-Lafayette. This is the only Learning Center within the Valley of Lake Charles, but unlike most
of the others in the state, it is located 75 miles from the Valley
offices.
The faculty and staff for the Department of Communicative
Disorders were there to greet the Scottish Rite group and toured
them around the temporary facilities located in O. K. Allen
Hall. The university is totally remodeling Burke-Hawthorne
Hall, which was and will be the home of the Department of
Communicative disorders. The remodeling should be complete
in time for the fall semester of 2009. The state-of-the-art facilities will provide a positive learning environment for the
students pursuing their degrees and the children receiving clinical services. The Department boasts that the Master's degree
program is at capacity for students enrolled in the program
and the seven year old doctorate program has graduated 15
doctoral students.
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation funds the clinical
sessions for children who attend the training at the Learning
Center. The Foundation also provides two scholarships for students pursuing their Master's degree in speech pathology. The
scholarship recipients also work as clinicians who teach the
children we sponsor in the Learning Center. The halls of the
clinic are lined with photographs and stories about our clinicians and the children they serve. Each story is brief, but it
brings home the point that our philanthropy is doing good work
in the community.
It is of note that this is the second visit that the members of
the Valley of Lake Charles have made to the Learning Center
since its inception in 2006. It has rained both times we have
visited. Though the weather has been damp, our spirits are
brightened when we spend some time with the talented faculty
and staff at University of Louisiana-Lafayette's Department of
Communications and to see the clinicians working with the
children to make their lives better and happier through effective communication.

Southwest Regional Center
continued:

Center Administrator Change
When the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation opened the
Childhood Learning Center at the University of LouisianaLafayette, Brother Wilbert Stelly, 32° KCCH was named as
clinic administrator for the Foundation. Brother Stelly's work
in that position facilitated the successful launch of the Childhood Learning Center and has continued to this time. Brother
Wilbert has stepped down from that position due to health reasons, but remains a valuable resource for advice and information for our clinic. On behalf of the Scottish Rite Masons of
Louisiana, we thank Brother Stelly for his dedicated service to
our children.
To continue the good work started by Brother Stelly, Brothers Ricky Venable, 32° KCCH and Elton Blanchard, 32° KCCH
have been named co-administrators of the Childhood Learning Center. They will work with Mrs. Holly Damico, Director
for the Department of Communicative Disorders at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, to address the needs of the children we sponsor at the Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center. Brothers Venable and Blanchard will meet with the parents and children to explain our program and to enroll the
children for services. We look forward to continuing to serve
the southwest Louisiana community at the Louisiana Scottish
Rite Foundation Childhood Learning Center.

L:R Elton Blanchard, Holly Damico and Ricky Venable

Communicative Disorders Faculty L:R (seated) Diane Whittington, Holly
Damico, Judith Oxley and Nancye Roussel, Department Head, (standing)
John Oller, John Tetnowski, Nicole Mueller, Julie Andries, Martin Ball, and
Jack Damico.
continued next column
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his last great home in Arkansas demonstrate this lesson very
well.

continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

From Your Correspondent
Hurricane Gustav traveled to Louisiana as an uninvited and
unwelcome guest. It made landfall on September 1, 2008, with
a great deal of thundering acclaim and press but with very little
actual punch-we were lucky. Along with strong winds, flooding, storm-surge, and rain, Hurricane Gustav also brought us
unwelcome memories of the disaster caused by Hurricane
Katrina from 2005. For me, one of the worst feelings caused
by these storms and evacuations is the disruption it creates upon
our fraternal and personal lives. Our Fraternal meetings are
cancelled. We are unable to enjoy the company of our brothers, friends, and family members. We cannot join in the ritual
of our routine fellowship. We miss the ability to create a sacred-space by ritual within a lodge room that allows us to further our spiritual ties, whether we know it or not. Yet, these
natural disasters, as inconvenient as they may be, provide us
with a legitimate opportunity to reflect upon the lessons of the
Scottish Rite and the value of the bonds that unite us all as
Scottish Rite brothers. While we may be separated from each
other and scattered to the four winds, we are all still united in
philosophy, belief and spirit. The imprint left by the timeless
lessons taught by the Scottish Rite degrees remain intact. And,
if they waiver, then we have the opportunity to reinforce them
through reflection and study. During this period of brief separation, we all are tending to the needs of our families and
friends. We also might even support the welfare of all that we
encounter in new communities. Though separated from our
familiar surroundings, we can share and practice our Masonic
beliefs with others as we walk among the profane. We can
mediate and focus upon what really matters: our families and
paying reverence to the G.A.O.T.U. It is He who keeps us safe
or makes us a part of his Divine plan and providence. Hurricane Gustav teaches us that we are small, but, we are also within
the hands and plans of the GAOTU who is much larger. Recognizing this fact, we must continue our esoteric studies that
pay homage to man's ability to search for the GAOTU's plan
for us.
My family and I, along with many other folks from Louisiana, evacuated to Hot Springs, Arkansas because of Hurricane
Gustav. I am writing this essay after just having traveled along
Albert Pike Highway, from Hot Springs to Little Rock, Arkansas. The evacuation has been inconvenient, but I have made a
good use of the time by paying homage to one of the Scottish
Rite's greatest luminaries: Albert Pike. I enjoy learning about
Albert Pike so much that I have already read two biographies
about him. As many of you already know, Albert Pike's adopted
home State was Arkansas; in fact, he and other pioneers traveled to this area when it was still a wild frontier. While in
Arkansas, I wanted to see Albert Pike's home in Little Rock,
Arkansas, and I also wanted to see the little log-cabin/school
house in Van Buren, Arkansas, where he taught for hogs because the community could not afford to pay him much more
than room and board. This presents a lesson that teaches us
that from adversity one may also travel along the path to success. The two images of Albert Pike's humble log-cabin and

Albert Pike's influence seems to be everywhere in Arkansas. In fact, just outside of my hotel room, the City of Hot
Springs has a painted mural of Albert Pike that is also adorned
with the fraternity's Square and Compasses. Whether it be
because of Hurricane Gustav or any other problem that is placed
in our path, the GAOTU always has a plan for us and we should
make the best use of the opportunities given to us even under
imperfect conditions.

Fiat Lux!
S&F,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º KCCH.

continued next column
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Louis Van Thyn, 32° KCCH
1919-2008
Louis Van Thyn defeated the Nazis. Despite their best efforts
during the Holocaust, Van Thyn lived a life full of family, sports
and faith until he died Tuesday, August 26th at age 89.
Van Thyn was one of Shreveport’s only Holocaust survivors,
and was well known for joining his wife, Rose, also a survivor, on
her many speaking engagements to tell their stories of World War
II. But he didn’t dwell on the past.
Originally from Holland, Van Thyn married and trained as a
diamond cutter before the war. He
joined the Dutch army early in
World War II. Nazis invaded in
1940 and persecution of the Jews
followed. Van Thyn was captured
in 1942 and sent to work camps
in Poland. Assignments included
cutting trees, and laying railroad
tracks before his final detail in a
coal mine in one of the work
camps associated with Auschwitz,
the largest of the Nazi death
camps.Food was limited and beatings standard. He once said 200 people would die each week. But
a guard’s cruelty actually saved Van Thyn. A guard hit him with a
hammer, which sent him to the Auschwitz hospital. As the Russian army converged on the camp Jan. 27, 1945, the guards forced
some prisoners on a death march and forgot about those in the
hospital, leading to their freedom. Those who were still working
in the coal mine were killed.
Van Thyn returned to Amsterdam to find his wife, parents and
brothers all had died. But Van Thyn always looked forward. He
met Rose, who survives him, shortly after returning to Amsterdam.
She had a similar story. They married in 1946, and Van Thyn became a streetcar driver. Children followed, and in 1955, they had a
chance to come to the United States with the help of the Shreveport Jewish Federation.
They traveled by sea with their two children and arrived in
Shreveport, sponsored by A.A. Gilbert. He found the young man a
job as a yard foreman at Gilbert’s Pipe and Supply Co., where Van
Thyn worked until 1985.
In Shreveport, Van Thyn was a member of Congregation
Agudath Achim, active with Broadmoor Lodge, Shreveport Valley
of the Scottish Rite and El Karubah Shriners and an avid sports
fan, refereeing youth soccer for years. It thrilled him to see Holland take a gold medal in swimming a few weeks ago, said Nico
Van Thyn, a sportswriter.
Elsa Van Thyn remembers her father always looking out for
neighbors and friends and visiting the sick. His example influenced her to become a social worker. “Whenever anyone was sick,
Dad was the person to call,” she said.
But most in the community probably saw him as his wife’s
“designated driver” during her presentations to school and community groups. He didn’t speak much, but he knew the importance
of her mission. In 1986, he went back to Germany to testify in a
war crimes trial.

Masonic Calendar of Events

October
4 - REUNION, Monroe
4-5 - REUNION, Baton Rouge
11 - York Rite Meeting, Alexandria
12 - 8th District Open Air Degree, Fisher
13 - Columbus Day Holiday
18 - Grand Lodge Committee Meetings, Alexandria
20-24 - KY Grand Lodge, Louisville, KY
23-25 - Imperial Shrine Membership Seminar, Tampa, FL
25 - CONFERENCE OF THE ORIENT, Monroe
28-29 - GA Grand Lodge, Macon, GA

November
4 - Election Day
11 - Veterans Day Holiday
15 - York Rite College, Lafayette
27 - Thanksgiving Holiday
28 - Acadian Day Holiday
December
4-6 - Texas Grand Lodge, Waco, TX
25 - Christmas
27 - St. John the Evangelist Day
13
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continued from previous column
The Final Word-Black Belt In Scottish Rite:

THE FINALWORD

Anyone who knows me well, knows Lady Lydia who is also
known as "The Captain". And if you know The Captain, you
have heard about or met the grandsons-Tyler and Austin. (I
once asked, in my usual manner, if there were a third grandson
would he be named Dallas or Houston? I received a "Queen
Victoria 'WE are not amused' look".) So recently, on young
Austin's sixth birthday, The Captain and I ventured over to see
his Karate demonstration where he would celebrate his birthday by advancing from a white belt to a white belt with yellow
striping-the first real grade of advancement in the world of
martial arts. I found many youngsters present at the Karate
academy with different colored belts vying for various advanced
levels, all under the watchful eye of the Master. The Master
was a man in his late thirties who had built a reputation in our
area of working well with young people and building in them
confidence, discipline and self-reliance. The young people
seemed to hang on his every movement and word. As parents,
grandparents and friends sat quietly around the walls of the
room, each different level would be called forward, bow, observing the ritual perfectly, and
then go through the different
exercises required for their advancement test. Each youngster
seemed well rehearsed and in
perfect form. At the end of each
test, another ritual of bowing
was observed and each patiently waited, standing ram-rod straight, as the Master gave
each the results of his observation, and advanced the level or
continued the level of the participant. Sighs of relief, joy and
appreciation were also well hidden even though we all knew
that each person, after receiving the nod of advancement,
wanted to run outside and yell for joy-those that did not advance probably wanted to go and hide. It was all very well
done and the ritual was perfect. Finally, the little white belts
were called forward. Austin was one of six who for the test

would attempt to break a one-inch board in half with his foot
after the usual moment of concentration. The first four broke
the board in half with their first attempt. Then came Austin.
Just as he started to bring his foot up, he glanced at his Mother,
and his foot only barely cracked the board. It was obvious at
that moment that he had lost that important point of concentration that was required. The Master's younger assistant hurried over to Austin, whispered something
in his ear, and Austin stepped back, closed
his eyes, raised his foot, and, bam, in-half
went the board. He wanted to grin, but knew
better, and never looked back toward his
Mother. After the last youngster broke his board, all lined up,
listened intently to the Master; were all awarded their white
belt with yellow stripe and bowed and went and sat in a corner.
It was a delightful evening of watching discipline, ageless ritual
that inspired respect, honor and manners, and young people
focused on self improvement. The support of family and the
dedication of teachers and trainers made it all possible in a
world today that sometimes wants to forget that any such qualities exist. Advancement was noted by color of belt-white being
the beginning, then with yellow stripping, then yellow, then
with stripping, then orange, and on and on until the black beltthe highest and most well known-the point where training, discipline, attitude, and respect all culminate in being recognized
as having gained the highest level by your peers and the nod of
the Master. Most do not understand how long and how difficult
attainment of that coveted black belt really takes-many, many
years. Not easy, not without sacrifice, not without focus and
dedication.
On arriving home and thinking how proud young Austin
was on his birthday, how proud his yellow-belted older brother
had been of him and how family gathered to cheer him on, I
wondered how each of us would perform if attainment of the
Thirty-Second Degree had required of each of us even a small
level of Karate discipline-sacrifice, focus, dedication. When
entering the world of Freemasonry, we were required to seek
and request entrance. After some level of investigation, we were
Initiated, taught, questioned, examined and advanced-then
Passed, taught, questioned, examined and advanced-then
Raised, and most did not chose to continue being taught and
questioned-we had been advanced to Master Mason. We were
told that it was as high as any could ever attain in Masonry. We
had been trained and questioned, and the Lodge decided to
advance us, at least on two occasions, until we reached that top
level. The Master welcomed us and directed us to a seat in the
Lodge-we were a Master Mason. In fact, we had been trained,
tested and had gained advancement.
At some point, many decided to seek More Light and petition Scottish Rite, called the College of Freemasonry-the active arm - the philosophical branch-and become soldiers of
Heredom. I wondered how many would have continued in Scottish Rite if that "Karate" discipline had been required? When
taking that first Scottish Rite Degree-Secret Master-and being
placed in a robe with a rope or belt around us-did we stop and

continued next column

continued on page 15

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

BLACK BELT IN SCOTTISH RITE
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continued from previous column
The Final Word-Black Belt In Scottish Rite:

continued from page 14
The Final Word-Black Belt In Scottish Rite:

bow before advancing to that throne of Truth and know that we
had to embrace the value of Truth itself and of Virtue? Did we
Masons, our country, and mankind and practice the nine virtues-Truthfulness, Endurance, Independence, Justice, Mercy,
Equity, Silence, Devotion and Attainment-all under the three
great pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty? Did we pass
that test? Did we demonstrate our ability of being a Secret
Master before advancing to a Perfect Master in the Fifth Degree? If a "Karate Test" were required, how many Fourth Degree Scottish Rite Masons would still be walking around attempting to pass the test? All that was required of each of us
was to sit, observe, listen, learn and then be advanced to the
next Degree. Each Degree came fast and furious-lesson upon
lesson-Degree after Degree-all within a day or two or three.
Do you remember the lessons of each Degree? Did you focus
and listen and learn? Have you returned Reunion after Reunion
to listen and to learn more? Yet, after receiving the ThirtySecond Degree, you were awarded that Black Belt-Master of
the Royal Secret! The top of the ladder of Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
What did you learn getting to the top of the ladder? Several
years ago, a collateral organization removed the prerequisite
requirement of having to belong to Scottish Rite before joining
it; several demitted from our Rite. That change in requirements
made our Rite look into our purpose and programs-it was a
reawakening for Scottish Rite certainly. Questions had to be
asked-what were we giving our candidates, how were we presenting the work, were we requiring anything from our candidates, were we mentoring, instructing, teaching and advancing candidates with real lessons of life and practical tests in
order to have each become a better Mason, a devoted patriot, a
caring and compassionate man? Or were we more interested in
numbers-more members, larger Bodies? Some so-called experts
have said that Freemasonry is declining and will be out-ofbusiness in 2000-something. Other experts say that Freemasonry is "right-sizing" and losing the men who never intended
to be involved, or who never planned to practice the lessons of
the Degrees, or who just lost interest and quit. Those who have
left didn't seem to think their Black Belt was worth much-and
after all, all that was required was sitting through some Degrees and then paying some Dues each year-no accountability
for continuing to be a member. What if every member were
required to attend at least one Reunion every year to maintain
his membership? What if every member were required to perform one deed of charity, such as assisting a widow, each year
to maintain his membership? What if every member were required to attend at least one meeting every year of his Valley or
of a Valley nearest to his home to maintain his membership?
How many Masters of the Royal Secret would give up, lose or
forfeit their Black Belt? In that final Degree of Scottish Rite,
we each gathered in a Symbolic Camp-the emblem of Achievement. We each took some vows-do you remember them? The
vows were to be a soldier of Light (knowledge), Liberty, Freedom of Religion, of the People (mankind) and to uphold Scottish Rite Freemasonry. We promised "so help me God". What

kind of a soldier have you been? In being awarded that "black
belt" of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, you were obligated to become a better man and Mason-have you been practicing what
you promised? Too often we lay aside what has come to us
easily and cherished what we had to work to achieve-was that
"black belt" too easy?
Those youngsters who were working so hard to advance
and pass the test by gaining the next level and being awarded
the next belt color had focus, dedication and a "fire in their
belly" to become better than they were.

Perhaps today we each need to stop and examine our focus, dedication and check that "fire" and determine if it is glowing hot or if it has become a small ember or even gone out.
Scottish Rite bestowed on us a Black Belt after vowing and
promising and obligating ourselves - have we continued to be
worthy of that high honor - have we kept our promises? Let
each of us pause, remember, focus and rededicate ourselves.
Thank you for continuing to be a Scottish Rite Mason and attempting daily to be worthy of that Black Belt in Scottish Rite
Freemasonry
Bill Mollere, S.G.I.G.

continued next column
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Did You Know?
The Constitutions of 1786 allowed for
one Supreme Council in each kingdom or
nation, and for two Supreme Councils in
the United States. As a result, the Supreme
Council at Charleston created several Supreme Councils around the world, including a Supreme Council for Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the united States, which
was established between 1813 and 1815, and
reorganized in 1867. In 1827 the territory
of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction was
fixed as comprising the fifteen States north
of the Mason-Dixon line and east of the
Mississippi river. The Southern Jurisdiction
occupies the remaining thirty-five States and
the American territories and dependencies.
As the premiere Supreme Council, it is
sometimes referred to as the “Mother Council of the World.” This is the Body to which
we belong.

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Post Office Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
Tel: 318-221-9713
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members and enhance the communities in
which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and Truth while actively
embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God, family and
country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
← Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and
training.
← Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
← Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
← Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and longterm success of the Fraternity.
← Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Baton Rouge, LA
Permit No. 2408

