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The Chamber of Reflection
by
Michael Carpenter

After crossing the threshold I found myself facing the question
posed to every man, but one which the profane world turns away
from: the testament which was asked of me and the skull whose
empty eyes were focused on me, questioning my degree of awareness [of] the ineluctable completion of all destinies. 1
If you were initiated in a Scottish or French Rite blue lodge,
you would have experienced a stay in the Chamber of Reflection.
You would have had to meditate on why you wanted to become a
Mason and write an ethical or philosophical last will and testament
in a somber and melancholy environment, having been left in solitude for some lengthy time. This Chamber of Reflection, or Cabinet de réflexion, is a French contribution to Freemasonry, which
originated, it appears, in the French Rite, and then was adopted in
the Scottish Rite system of blue lodge degrees. In this presentation, I’m going to discuss only the chamber which appears in the
blue lodge, and not any which may appear in the so-called hauts
grades. In today’s speech, virtually all the material I will discuss
is French in origin, with the exception of Albert Pike’s rendition
of the Scottish Rite version of a ritual for the first three degrees,
and Pike’s description is only a how-to-build-it for a hypothetical
blue lodge system under the control of a Scottish Rite Supreme
Council.
Since very few Americans start their Masonic journeys in a
Chamber of Reflection, and a significant number of the rest of
us haven’t even seen one, and, if they have, they haven’t had the
opportunity to look at it in detail, it would be best to describe it
before discussing what the candidate is supposed to experience
within it and how that experience provides the initiation ceremony
with additional meaning. I shall proceed by first describing hypotheses about the development of Chambers of Reflection and,
secondly, I shall discuss their symbolism and use, material which
I hope will cause some discussion.
Development of the Chamber of Reflection: History and
Hypotheses: When Masonry came to France in the 1730s, it was
the Masonry of the Moderns that was practiced because the Antients had yet to develop. Shortly before Masonry was introduced
into France, the premier Grand Lodge implemented ritual changes
in order to deal with Samuel Prichard’s exposure, Masonry Dissected. The French still maintain those changes, at least within the
French Rite in spite of the 1816 ritual compromises occasioned
by the 1813 union of the Antients and Moderns in England, compromises which sealed the English revocation of the changes. And
France had (and has) a culture different from that of England.
Rituals in France became increasingly spectacular. New degrees

came into existence. Now called écossais (French for ‘Scottish’),
these “higher degrees” provided a way for the French nobility to
emphasize their social distinctions. So it was that the French lodges had a greater percentage of upper class brothers than did those
in England. 2
One of the French innovations, so it has seemed to many Masonic historians, is the Chamber of Reflection (Cabinet de réflexion). A French exposure of 1745, the Abbé Gabriel-Louis Pérau’s
anonymously published Le secret des francs-maçons, contains a
description of a darkened room in which the candidate is deprived
of all metals, something, except for the darkening, best resembling
a preparation room. 3
Moving on to the year 1765, we find a description of something now called a Chamber of Reflection in a ritual from the first
Grand Lodge of France, an organization that would later become
the Grand Orient. Here is the description from that ritual:
Apartment of Brother Terrible. No matter that this apartment has no particular design--it can be purely arbitrary--it
is nevertheless proper that it have a gloomy and dismal appearance and convey rather more than less horror, [at least]
according to the way the Candidate will perceive it; it can
be draped in black, with a lamp giving off but a weak light.
Again, it can have a dungeon door with a bolt and chains.
Brother Terrible must be under a black mantle seated beside
a table or prie-dieu on which there will be a white kerchief
and a sword. [Nothing further is stated of the conditions or
actions in the room] 4
Yet, these, and other references I have not summarized here,
fail to provide a clear difference between a Chamber of Reflection
and a preparation room. The first adequate description I’ve found
of a Chamber of Reflection, as distinct from the preparation room,
is found in Ex-Vén’s 1788 Recueil des trois premiers grades de la
continued page 11
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The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I or II
and have received or should shortly receive
their certificates and lapel pins.
Lake Charles
Lane J Ducote (Level II)

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
TBA
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Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Valley of Shreveport:
Gary T. Rushworth, Sr., 32° KCCH
Valley of Lake Charles:
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Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°, GJW
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. C. Daniel Smith, Jr., 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Frank N. duTreil, Jr., 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.la-scottishrite.org

Jurisdicition Supreme Council
The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies of the Rite, and over which countries
no regular Supreme Council has acquired
jurisdiction.
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Speech & Language Center

Speech and Language Scholarships
Southeastern Louisiana University
Hammond
Katherine Gristina
Hailey Bass
Louisiana State University
Shreveport
Joanna Gray
Rachel Guillory

Clinician Ashley Williams works with Layne and
Kinsley

I greatly appreciate the opportunity you
all have given me as the recipient of the fall
2012 scholarship. I look forward to working with young children and helping to better their communicative abilities. I was
actively involved at the Louisiana State
University Preschool along with being active in my hometown community. I plan to
work with young children throughout my
career and hope to open my own practice
one day. Once again, I thank you for the
scholarship, and I cannot wait to show my
skills and talent.
Sincerely,
Maile Goodwin

University of Louisiana
Monroe
Brian Kendall
Chelsey Martin
Sara Chauhan
University of Louiaiana
Lafayette
Maile Goodwin
Samantha Simon
Katie Fontenot gets a smile from Norman

Shreveport Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center

Southwestern Louisiana
Regional Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Introducing New Clinicians

John D Autry, Jr.-32° Administrator presented scholarship awards to the Center’s clinicians. L:R - Rachel
Guillory, John Autry and Joanna Gray.

Dr. Holly Damico, Ph.D.-Center Director (R) presents
a scholarship award to Samantha Simon.

I am writing to sincerely thank all of
the members and those affiliated with the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation for
providing me with a scholarship for the fall
semester. The financial assistance has been
a blessing to both myself and my parents,
and I am extremely grateful to be chosen
to receive this scholarship. I am from the
small town of Ethel, Louisiana, and received my Bachelor's degree from LSU. I
currently attend graduate school at UL Lafayette and had to move away from home
for the first time to attend UL Lafayette. I
plan to pursue a career as a speech-language pathologist and focus my graduate
studies on the pediatric population. Thank
you again for this assistance on my path to
becoming a practicing clinician.
Sincerely,
Samantha Claire Simon

Maile Goodwin (L) receives her scholarship award
from Dr. Holly Damico, Ph.D.-Center Director
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All three men spoke of the continued relevance of Freemasonry in
today’s world, but all three also stressed that the next 100 years is
not going to look like the past 200.
Bro Dinsmore shared a study that the UGLE recently completed in which they hired an independent, non-Masonic polling/
marketing firm to do a study across England. The results of this
study are extremely heartening, when people know about Freemasonry they are interested and hold a good opinion of the Craft. The
study also indicated that the concepts that Freemasonry is built on,
and the principles that the Craft professes to teach are even more
meaningful in the world today than they have been in the past 50
years.
Bro Tresner echoed this sentiment in discussing the boom of
new young members in Oklahoma who have come to the Fraternity seeking something greater than themselves and in fact, seeking themselves. They come armed with research, knowledge and
questions, better prepared than candidates at any time in Masonry’s past thanks to the knowledge available on the internet. These
young members are the future of the Craft and we who already belong must be prepared to help them find what they are seeking. The
way things have been cannot remain, but the underlying principles
and truths of Freemasonry are eternal, unchanging, and valuable.
Bro Jordan spoke again to this theme in his keynote address
on Saturday morning. For over 50 years Masonry has been asking
the same questions about membership and several brilliant men
have addressed the issue (particularly MW Dwight Smith in his
works “Wither are we Traveling” and “Why this confusion in the
temple”) and yet nothing has changed. The name recognition of
Freemasonry has declined to the point where we are not known
by the majority of the public. Change must come, as it has come
multiple times in the nearly 300 years since the UGLE was founded, but again, the principles, tenets and truths are the unchanging
foundation Freemasonry is built upon. The look of the structure
may shift and change, but the foundation is still more solid than
any other organization ever created.
On Friday night the brethren assembled at the oldest continuously operating Scottish Rite valley in the world for a reception
hosted by the Valley of New Orleans, and a presentation on the life
of Albert Pike by the ghost of Albert Pike, which provided those
members of the Scottish Rite present to learn more about the man
whose influence still shapes the A.A.S.R. today.
Following on the theme of celebrating the past of our Grand
Lodge on Saturday afternoon the attendees gathered together to
celebrate St John the Baptist’s day at Etoile Polaire #1, the oldest
lodge in New Orleans. The brethren of Etoile Polaire pulled out all
the stops to make everyone feel welcome, and ensure no one went
away hungry.
A dinner jazz cruise on the Creole Queen closed out the festivities on Saturday night, offering a final opportunity to share fellowship with brothers from far flung locales, and brothers from right
down the street.
My Brothers, this was a once in a lifetime experience and I
hope that I have been able to share some of what I saw and learned
in a weekend of easy fellowship with my brethren from around the
state and the globe.

St. John the Baptist Day
by

Jeffery D. Maynor
Valley of Baton Rouge
I had the pleasure of being able to gather together with Freemasons from all over Louisiana and as far away as England gathered in New Orleans June 22-23 to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the founding of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana F&AM.
To give you just a bit of history on the Grand Lodge, in April
1812, a mere 10 days after Louisiana became a state, members
of five lodges gathered in New Orleans to discuss the formation
of an independent Grand Lodge for the state. On June 20th, 1812
the Grand Lodge was officially formed and Pierre Francois DuBourg (the brother of New Orleans archbishop Louis DuBourg)
was elected as the first Grand Master.
In the intervening 200 years the history of Louisiana and the
history of the Grand Lodge have been interwoven with many
members of the fraternity serving the state in numerous elected
offices (including 22 governors), leading the state’s
business community, and
serving faithfully in the
armed forces.
On Friday morning
Grand Master Frank N
duTreil welcomed the members and guests before turning the program over to Past
Grand Master Jeff Webb
who served as Master of
Ceremonies for the event.
US Attorney Jim Letten,
State Senator David Heitmeier, and Gretna Maynor
Ronnie Harris were on hand
to bring congratulations and
best wishes to the Grand
Lodge on behalf of various
state and local governments.
Derek Dinsmore, Grand
Chancellor of the United
Grand Lodge of England
attended bringing greetings
from HRH The Duke of Kent, Grand Master of the United Grand
Lodge of England.
Bro Dinsmore congratulated Louisiana on joining a select
group of Grand Lodges who have reached the age of 200, and
invited everyone to attend the tri-centennial of the UGLE coming
up in 2017.
Dr Jim Tresner, Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, and Dr H. Glen Jordan, a member of Dee A Strickland Lodge
#465 in Monroe were the keynote speakers and provided a look at
both where Masonry has been and what the future may hold.
Bros Dinsmore, Tresner, and Jordan all conveyed a similar
theme in their talks before the assembly of Louisiana Masons, and
I would sum up that theme as “200 years is a fantastic achievement, but what comes next? What does the next 100 years bring?”.

Fraternally,
Jeff Maynor, 32º
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Valley of New Orleans News

The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
2012 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master: Elmo J “Jay” Pitre, III, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden:
Edward A Reine, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden:
Leon T Roberts, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Armond L Love 32°
Carl W Mixon, 32°
Bernard L Gould, 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2012 Membership Fees are
Past Due
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications
Advisory Council

Wednesday, October 3rd

7:30 PM
5:00 PM

On The Road - Germania Lodge hosting

Tuesday, October 30th

Advisory Conference

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Quinton J Buras, 32°
Darrenn J Hart, 32°
Eddie A LeBoeuf, III, 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Klaus J “Joe” Kueck, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Garland M Gisclair, 32°
Preceptor:
Donald E Freeze, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
Secretary All Bodies:
Lloyd A Hebert, 33°

Due to extreme unforseen circumstances, Brother Ion Lazar, 32° KCCH
and member of the Editorial Staff, was
unable to provide his regular contribution for the Valley. Regretfully, the
publication had to proceed without his
submission.

Wednesday, November 7th

Thanksgiving Program-Veterans Tribute

Wednesday, December 5th

Annual Christmas Program-Election of
Officers

In Memoriam
Edward A. Cannon, Jr.
Rodney J. Duhon, Jr.
Eldred P. Gilmore, Jr.
Warren B. Hawthorne
Ernest R. Jordan
Carl C. Mathes
Richard S. McCabe
August C. Reeder, Jr.
Lloyd A. Vice
Charles E. Wassner
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2012 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Robert E Bazzell, 33°
David L Culligan, 32° KCCH
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, October 9th
Regular Meeting

6:30 PM

FALL REUNION OCTOBER 27-28
Tuesday, November 13th
Open Meeting
6:00 PM
Thanksgiving Program - Special Choir

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January April July &
October) at 5:30 pm.

KStA 2012 Officers
Knight Commander
Knight Warden
Knight Captain
Knight Recorder
Knight Chaplain
Knight Marshall
Knight Senior Deacon
Knight Junior Deacon
Knight Sentinel
Knight Historian
Knight Lecturer
Knight Piper

Andrew Stevenson, Sr.
Gerald Mullens
James Smith
John Knox, Jr.
Robert Laurents
Larry Blair, Sr.
John Sharlow
Samuel Owens
W James Hill, III
D Clifton Brown
Stephen Mead
Michael Beeler

S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Steven A Pence, 33°
T Patrick Dickson, 33°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
S Bruce Easterly, 33° PGM
Larry W LaBorde, 32° KCCH

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Joe W Miot, Jr., 33°
Carey C Allison, 32° KCCH
Jacob L Chambers, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
E Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L Gribble, 33°

Knightly News
I would like to thank each of you for
attending and participating with the Feast
of Tishri, in September. The Knights look
forward to this annual celebration and
have been charged with the responsibility
of conducting the ceremony. Even with
last minute changes due to some members
being unable to attend, the event was a resounding success. I sincerely appreciate
the the "pinch-hitters", as they did a superb
job. Thanks again to all for your participation and efforts in presenting this program
for our Valley.
Additionally, I would like to thank
Knight Sam Owens, 32° KStA for volunteering to take over as Chairman and Degree Master for the Feast of Tishri. I have
enjoyed serving the last four years, but am
very thankful that Knight Owens was willing to take on this responsibility. And, as
they taught us in the Jaycees, our first duty
is to recruit and train our replacements.
Thanks again to all for a job well done!
Fraternally,
Andrew Stevenson, 32º KStA
Knight Commander
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Venerable Master’s Message

I was raised a Master Mason in 1962
and was recently recognized at Greenwood
Lodge #409 with my 50-Year Membership Certificate, lapel pin and credentials. I
joined the Scottish Rite in 1969, was decorated with the honor of Knight Commander
Court of Honour in 1997 and coronated
as Inspector General-Honorary in 2005. I
have the distinct honor of being the Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection
this year. I have truly been blessed in the
Fraternity.
During my 50 year journey with the
Fratnerity, I have experienced many changes. The most dramatic is the decline in
membership and class size at our reunions.
The financial implications are obvious, but
more importantly is the loss to a Mason the
“light” he can find and experience at the
Valley.
Thankfully, there are many things that
remain constant. The lessons found in degrees, the dramatic presentations by the degree teams, the beauty of our building and
the fellowship and brothery love discovered during our reunions are unchanged.
Our fall reunion is scheduled on the weekend of October 27th. Please make a concerted effort to introduce the the Scottish
Rite to a new Mason. Allow him the opportunity to experience the fellowship and
privilege of being a Scottish Rite Mason.
Perhaps this new member will be able
to reflect, after his 50 years in the Fraternity, on a journey filled with good men, good
friends and wonderful memories.
Fraternally,
Robert Bazzell, 33°
Venerable Master

In Memoriam

Fred L Evans, Jr.
James D Guffey
James J Kay
Joseph E Moore

Scottish Rite
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2012 Membership fees
are past due

Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, October 17th
Guest Speaker: Richard Fox

Wednesday, November 21st

Annual Thanksgiving Program
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

2012 Advisory Board
Richard Smith - Chairman
Blake Ford
Clarence Callahan
Greg Bruce
Neil Crane
Rocky Schexneider
Keith Powell
Tom Kussmann
Ricky Venable
Shawn Richard
Matt Traylor

Personally Speaking

2012 Officers

For some time, I have pondered how
Masonry will survive in the 21st century.
We have been in numerical decline for
much of the last half of the 20th century,
with no clear indication that our historic,
ancient, and honorable fraternity would appeal to modern men. But now I have hope.
Generation Y or Millenniums, are those
people born between 1985 and now. They
represent our next generation of adults,
workers, parents, leaders, and yes, Masons.
This generation, unlike the two preceding
them, “the Baby Boomers” and “Generation Xers,” are different. We have seen
that those two generations are fierce individualists that are not largely drawn to fraternal organizations. Among Gen Y men,
about 50% seek to be part of a group. They
find intrinsic value in organizations where
they may band together and find nurturing
for their mind and soul.
Masonry’s well established system of
morality and vast volume of teachings is
a natural fit for these men. This youngest
generation of men is seeking additional
knowledge and the support of their peers.
We need to know how we may effectively
work with these men, so that they will become lifelong members of our Craft.
We must be willing to accept three
things when working with these new brethren. Their generation is the most revered,
most rewarded, and the most recorded generation ever. To keep them interested, we
need to restructure our meetings and events
to include activities where each member is
recognized for attending and that no task
goes unrewarded. Photos and even videos of recognitions and rewards need to
become commonplace and even uploaded
to social media sites. The key is to use the
Gen Y Masons to produce and promote
these events. The result will be Masons
committed to sustaining their lodges well
into the future.

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
Personal Representative
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Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

W Keith Powell, 32° KCCH
“Rocky” Schexneider, 32° KCCH
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH
James R B Golding, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:
J Briggs Becton, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Ricky A Venable, 32° KCCH
Elton J Blanchard, 32° KCCH
Thomas L Kussmann, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
Clarence L Callihan, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
D Blake Ford, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Louis Eugene LaCaze
Thomas Edward Lundy, Jr.
Donald R Verret
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
2012 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

2012 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
PAST DUE
Calendar of Events
Dinner 6:30

Monday, October 8th

Meeting 7:30

La Bonne Marie hosts the Feast of Tishri

FALL REUNION
OCTOBER 27
Monday, November 12th

Ricks M Bowles, 32° KCCH
Larry H Moore 33°
Charles M Powell, 32°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Freddie J Touchet, 32° KCCH
William J Naquin, 32°
James J Premeaux, 33°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Brian L Watson, 32° KCCH
Edward S Coleman, Jr., 32°
H George Scanlan, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Eddie B Robertson, 32° KCCH
William E Womack, 32°
James M Stockner, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D Dunkin, 32° KCCH

Mike Carpenter presentation on the 13°

Monday, December 10th

Election of Officers
John Amador presents program on St. John
the Evangelist
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm before
the Regular Meetings.

From the Secretary’s Desk
We are on our way to recovery from the
tropical storm Isaac, which left so much
damage in its path from wind, rain and high
water. Our prayers go out to all of you.
The Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Building
did sustain some damage with water in the
office and loss of some siding and crown
caps that cover the gable on the main roof.
We had several tree limbs on the ground in
front but other than that we came out ok.
La Bonne Marie has extended an invitation again this year to host the October 10th meeting at Unity Lodge No. 267
in Houma. We will celebrate the Feast of
Tishri there. The Feast of Tishri originally
was celebrated as a harvest and gathering
festival. No other occasion epitomizes
the charter and purpose of the Rite more
wholly than our historic Feast of Tishri,
held in conjunction with the dedication
of King Solomon's Temple. The meaning
of the festival is to summarize the principal ideals and traditions of our Fraternity.
We will meet at Home Depot on Highland
Road to caravan to Houma. Call the office
8

for details.
We are in high gear for the Fall Reunion on October 27th. Degree rehearsals
are being scheduled. Petitions are still coming into the office and the candidates are
very excited to see the time arrive.
The Reunion will include presentations of 50 year Certificates during the
noon lunch break on Saturday, October
27th. Congratulations go out to Richard E.
Phillips, Herbert Milton Rosson and Ralph
Mason Stone.
Ill Brother Joe A. Stroud, 33º, Administrator of the Childhood Speech and Language Center, will be on hand during the
reunion to take the candidates and members on a tour through the Center. This will
allow you to see, first hand, the facility supported by your contributions.
During the November 8th meeting,
Michael A. Carpenter will present a lecture on the 13th Degree, The Royal Arch
of Solomon. You will not want to miss
this educational meeting. Make plans to be
there; mark your calendar; come early and
enjoy the fellowship with the Brethren. We
always have light refreshment prepared for
each meeting.
There are still some members whom
have not paid dues for 2011 or 2012. If
there is a hardship, by all means contact the
office and let us know your needs. We will
make every effort to work with you.
There are a lot of things going on in
your Valley. Come be a part of it and find
a place where you can help. The only thing
missing is you. Look forward to seeing
you all real soon.
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 32ºKCCH

General Secretary

In Memoriam
Bennie Lee Banks
John Juneau
Joseph Omer Keller
Calvin Odell McKerley
Robert Franklin Ryder
George Richard Worley
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
2012 Officers

Feast of Tishri

Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Originally a celebration of harvest, the
Feast of Tishri epitomizes the character
and purpose of the [Scottish] Rite more
wholly that our historic celebration, held
in conjunction with the dedication of King
Solomon’s Temple. First, it is celebrated
because it is an obligatory observance, a
sharing of the fraternal spirit. Secondly,
the rich legendry of the Temple’s dedication, held in connection with the Feast of
Tishri, is an essential part of the Fourteenth
Degree. Third, in observing the Feast of
Tishri, it represents an affirmation of our
dedication to human concord and the brotherhood of all men in a world of peace. The
consecration of the Temple must also be
observed at the Feast of Tishri because it
teaches the equality and unity of all members of the Scottish Rite. And it also fosters a spirit of fraternal fellowship so vital
to the Scottish Rite. Therefore, the law,
legendry, peace, quality, unity and fellowship of this celebration combine to make it
the Masonic feast of feasts. So attend and
share this special period in ancient history
with your brethren.

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Travis M Holley, 33°
C Alton Drummond, 33°
H Glenn Jordan, 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert C. Joyner, 33°

Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

Welcome to our new 33
Masters of the Royal Secret!

Calendar of Events
Dinner with Ladies
Program

Thursday, October 4th

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jerry W Wicker, 32° KCCH
Gerald H Houston, 32° KCCH
Todd W Dixon, 32°

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Gerald R Wiese, 32° KCCH
James L Reagan, 32°
William D Files, 32°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Jason C Brewton, 32°
Prior:		
E L “Bubba” Via, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
W Bryan Price, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Robert C Joyner, 33°

Feast of Tishri

Fall Reunion
October 6th
Thursday, November 1st
Veterans Appreciation Program

Thursday, December 6th

Christmas Program - Election of Officers
The Advisory Conference Meets on the
third Monday of each month

Dues

A reminder is offered concerning Scottish Rite dues. Currently, some 73 members
have not paid their dues for the upcoming
year. Why not make a Scottish Rite resolution now? Pay your dues for 2013, attend
a meeting or two, renew some old friendships and make some new ones. You will
not be sorry that you did.

September Meeting
H. Glenn Jordan, 32° KCCH shared
his presentation entitled “After the Bicentennial Celebration, Now What?” with the
membership. Originally given as an address at the 200th anniversary of the Grand
Lodge of the State of Louisiana, Jordan
gave a brief history of our fraternity, observed some historical problems and reviewed some of the major suggestions for
improvements that would strengthen Freemasonry; he then concluded with some personal observations of his own after nearly
fifty years as a Freemason.

ULM Warhawks
Kudos for the Venerable Master
It has been rare that a Venerable Master
has devoted so much of his energy, efforts
and resources in order to lead a successful
year in the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies.
Not only did the Valley of Monroe have a
successful year, but the members learned
more about Morehouse Parish than we ever
knew existed. Thanks for the leadership!
9

Since our Scottish Rite Temple is located across the street from the University of
Louisiana at Monroe, I would be remiss if
I did not recognize the recent victory over
the 8th ranked Arkansas Razorbacks. How
about ‘em Warhawks?

In Memoriam

Billy Glynn Halley
Harry Edward Moseley
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Masonry’s Failure
from
The Old Tyler’s Talks
by Carl Claudy
1925

"Why does Masonry fail so much?" puzzled the New Brother,
dropping into a chair beside the Old Tiler in the anteroom.
"I didn't know it did," commented the Old Tiler. "But then,
I'm an old man and my eyes are not very good. Maybe I don't see
clearly any more. Tell me about it."
"Oh, you see well enough! You just don't want to admit that the
order to the service of which you have devoted so much time and
thought is just a failure!"
"Is that so!" The Old Tiler seemed surprised. "You interest me!
But pity my foibles and tell me your side of it!"
"Masonry fails because it doesn't interest men sufficiently to
make them practice what they preach. I was at Jones' house tonight. Went to bring him to lodge in the car. After we had left he
said: 'Of course you know I'm not really going to lodge! Got a hen
on! Nice fat lil' poker game. Want to sit in?' I told him I didn't. But
I took him to his 'nice fat lil' game!' Now, there is a man who tells
his family he is going to lodge, and then plays poker. I say Masonry has failed with him. It hasn't even taught him to tell the truth!"
"Remember Roberts? He was arrested last week for forgery.
He has been a member for several years. Yet Masonry couldn't
teach him to be honest. There was Williamson, who tried to kill his
doctor; and Burton who has been defending an ugly divorce suit...
they are lodge members, but Masonry didn't teach them to be what
they ought to be. And say...did you hear about Larson? Well..."
the New Brother lowered his voice. "It's being whispered about
that..." He leaned over to talk in the Old Tilers ear. "Now, that isn't
Masonry...it's a violation of all his obligations. So I say Masonry
has failed with him. What do you say?"
"Yes, Masonry failed to make an impression on these men to
suit you, even as Masonry has failed to make an impression on you
to suit me!" snapped the Old Tiler. "That last remark you made
was an unadulterated scandal! Does Masonry teach you to talk
scandal? But never mind that! Let me dig a few weeds out of the
scrubby, ill-tended, and unwatered garden you miscall your mind
and see if we can't get it ready to grow one straight thought!
"I know Jones. He is a member of the city club, the country
club, Dr. Parkin's church, and a luncheon club. Neither church nor
luncheon club teach deception or foster lies. Both instruct in morality, one by precept, the other by practice. By what right do you
blame Masonry for Jones' failure to tell the truth, any more than
the church or the luncheon club? Is Jones' mother to blame because
she didn't teach her boy never to tell a lie? How about his Sunday
School teacher and his wife? Are they to blame? If not, why is
Masonry to blame?"
"Roberts has been accused of forgery. I don't know whether he
is guilty or not. Williamson seems to have had some real justification for feeling enmity toward his doctor, although nothing justifies murder, of course. Burton may be a sinner or sinned against
...I don't know. As for Larson, it will take more than your whispers
of scandal to make me believe ill of a brother until I know something."
"But let us suppose Roberts a forger, Williamson a murderer,
10

Burton a Don Juan. All these men grew up, went to school, got
out in the world, joined clubs, societies, orders, became Masons,
members of a church...Why pick on Masonry as the failure when
these men go wrong? Is it just? If the church of God can't keep a
man straight how can Masonry be expected to?"
"It is rankly unjust to blame Christ for the failures of those
who profess to follow Him. Was it Christ's fault that Peter denied
Him and Judas betrayed Him? Was it the fault of the religion they
professed? Or was it the fault of the man, the character, the upbringing, the times?"
"Men fail, and fall, and rise and try again...or fall and stay in
the mud. To those who rise Masonry has a helping hand to extend.
To those who fail and stay fallen, she has charity. Not hers the fault
that humanity is frail. She hold the torch; if they close their eyes
to its radiance and refuse to see the narrow path that the torch illumines, will you blame the torch?"
"Masonry does not fail men. Men fail Masonry. Masonry has
the teachings, the thought, the ennobling influence, the example to
set, the vision to show those who have eyes to see. If they close
their hearts to the ennobling influence, will not profit by the example and shut their eyes to the vision, is that the fault of Masonry?"
"You, my brother, have just talked scandal without proof; a
whispered slander against the good name of a Mason. Has Masonry failed with you that it has not taught you tolerance, brotherly
love, reticence, charity of thought? Or is the failure in you as it
may be within these men you mention?"
The Old Tiler waited. The New Brother hung his head. At
last he spoke. "I am most properly rebuked. How shall I make
amends?"
"A great teacher said to you and all like you and to me and all
like me; 'Go, and sin no more!'" answered the Old Tiler reverently.

Ill. Carl H. Claudy, P.G.M., 33° (18791957), is one of America's most noteworthy Masonic authors. He was an American magazine writer, a journalist for the
New York Herald and author of a number
of books relating to photography and to
aviation, including First Book of Photography: A Primer of Theory and Prize Winners’ Book of Model Airplanes.
During the early 1900’s, Claudy photographed many important aeronautical
events such as Alexander Graham Bell’s
tetrahedral kite experiements and the Wright Flyer Army Trials at
Fort Myers, Va. Claudy wrote many science fiction stories for the
The American Boy magazine during the early 1930’s. From 19391941 he wrote for DC Comics.
Most Worshipful Claudy was the Executive Secretary of the
Masonic Service Association from 1929 to 1957. He was raised
in Harmony Lodge No. 17, Washington, D.C., in 1908, serving as
Master in 1932 and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia in 1943. Before his passing on May 27, 1957, he
wrote many "Short Talk Bulletins", essays, and plays, among them
The Lion's Paw, The Master's Book, and The Rose Upon the Altar.
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Maçonnerie sous la dénomination d’apprenti, compagnon et maître, some forty-three years later than Pérau. Here is the description:
This room must be closed off from the rays of the day, lit
with a single lamp, the walls will be blackened and decorated with funereal ornaments in order to inspire meditation, sadness, and fright: phrases of pure morality, maxims
of austere philosophy will be written legibly on the walls,
or framed and hung in divers places in the room: a skull &
even a skeleton, if one can be procured, recalling the nothingness of human affairs.
In this room there must be no more than a chair, a table, a
vase filled with clear water, salt and sulfur in two small vases, a book of piety, some paper, some pens & ink. Above
the table will be represented a cock & an hourglass and at
the bottom of these emblems will be these words: Vigilance
& Perseverance. 5
The maxims and phrases on the wall are consistent with, if
not the origin, of those I’ll discuss near the end of this paper, with
the exception of the following phrase which is clearly based on
alchemy: If you persevere, you will be purified by the elements,
you will leave the abyss of shadows and you will see the light. 6
With this bit of material, it would appear that the Chamber
of Reflection came from France. However, aside from hints in a
few early English exposures, we don’t really know what constituted the ritual for the Moderns in England. Could the Moderns
too have had some sort of Chamber of Reflection, a feature which
was removed, along with so much else from the English ritual
in the 1813-1816 period? Lest this idea sound strange, we know
from certain features found in almost every American ritual that a
number of symbols disappeared from the English ritual, especially
in the second and third degrees, matters on which I cannot touch
here. In fact, many American rituals are older than the 1816 English ritual and its various workings.
Patrick Négrier, a former member of a lodge under the Grand
Lodge of France, has written several books on Masonic history,
among which are Temple de Salomon et diagrammes symboliques
: iconologie des tableaux de loge et du cabinet de réflexion [The
Temple of Solomon and Symbol Diagrams : Iconography of the
Tracing Boards and the Chamber of Reflection], and La Tulip :
histoire du rite du Mot de maçon de 1637 à 1730 [The T.U.L.I.P.:
7 History of the Rite of the Mason Word, 1637-1730]. 8 In these
books Négrier re-examines early English and Scottish documents,
finding them to contain what may be descriptions of a Chamber of
Reflection long before the Grand Lodge era.
Négrier discusses a possible history, well prior to the 1742
Pérau exposure I described earlier, more ancient than we ever
knew for the Chamber of Reflection. Négrier notes that in the Edinburgh Register House manuscript of 1696 the new candidate,
when he first comes to the lodge is to be handled roughly and
placed in a dark room with nothing in it in order to meditate on
his condition and determine what he really wants to do with his
life. When we get to the Dumfries no. 4 manuscript of ca. 1710, a
death’s head is shown or somehow presented to the candidate to
become aware of his mortality. 9
In his T.U.L.I.P. book, Négrier attempts to show that the twodegree system that existed prior to the premier grand lodge was

based on a reification of the Mason Word as a result of the mixture of Scottish Calvinist and English Anglican approaches to the
masons’ guild and should be regarded as much a rite as the Scottish, York, and other ritual systems for the blue lodge degrees are.
Although the details of his thesis are beyond the scope of this paper, Négrier uses his claim to explain some of the contents of the
Chamber of Reflection, especially in an effort to remove the aura
of alchemy and occultism surrounding it.
To sum up this brief history of the Chamber of Reflection, we
should note that the change from fear alone to a combination of
meditation and fear, is but an illustration of the historical phenomenon that while the form remains the same, the meaning will
change, just as the Fraternity has changed while its essence remains.
Now I must turn to the topic of just what a Chamber of Reflection is and what it contains.
Description of Chambers of Reflection: Options and Requisites: We will use the rudimentary description of a Chamber
of Reflection as given in the 1788 French Rite ritual which will
stand as a basis for further discussion. The late Daniel Béresniak
provides an exhaustive list of the items likely to be found in a
Chamber of Reflection in his monograph, Le cabinet de réflexion
: la demarche initiatique, technique de l’eveil 10 and in chapter 2
of his Rites et symbols de la Franc-maçonnerie, tome I: les loges
bleues.11 Béresniak’s list follows, although in an order other than
his to facilitate the exposition:
• The will and testament. The last will and testament
should be an ethical or moral testament, not a disposal of
property, though this distinction is not always afforded the
candidate. When complete the paper is often delivered to
the master of the lodge at the end of a sword. Some forms
ask the candidate to answer not the usual three but rather
four questions before the candidate prepares his will and
testament:
1. What does man owe to God?
2. What does he owe to himself?
3. What does he owe to his fellow beings?
4. What does he owe to his country?
Béresniak suggests that the last of these questions should
not be asked of the candidate because Masonry acts on a
different, non-temporal plane as distinguished from a political entity. In her best-selling La symbolique maçonnique
du troisième millénaire, Irène Mainguy suggests that the
last will and testament should be required, using a different
fourth question: Were you at the hour of your death, tell us
what the content of you philosophical testament would be
(p. 180). 12
• A Skull (and/or skeleton) The Chamber of Reflection
of some lodges contains a skeleton standing in a dull black
coffin. Others use only a clay skull. That a skull or other
memento mori should be in front of the candidate in order
to remind him of his own mortality seems reasonable in an
environment in which a new man, a Mason, is about to be
born as the result of the metaphorical death of the less enlightened person he is before initiation.
Mainguy classifies the symbols of the testament and the skull
(and bones) as intellectual symbols; they refer to phenomena we
can only meditate upon. The next, a double symbol, is physical in
continued page 12
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bol of strength and courage for fighting ignorance, subduing the passions, prejudice, error and hypocrisy, in short for
mastering the impulses of the lower instincts (p. 184-85).
All these virtues are why the cock is to be shown with the
motto underneath him: Vigilance and Perseverance.
3. The Mottos on the Wall: Once the candidate has entered the Chamber of Reflection and removed his blindfold,
and his eyes have adjusted to the low light, he will see the
mottos that have been written on the wall or framed and
hung on the wall. Although the symbols are supposed to
reach him on an emotional level, and are thus subject, as all
symbols should be, to multiple and developing interpretations, the written words on the walls of the chamber should
communicate to him in a more direct fashion. Here are three
of the mottos taken from the description of an idealized
Chamber of Reflection as provided by Albert Pike: 13
• If mere curiosity brings you here, turn back; begone!
• He that has no rule over his own spirit is a city dilapidated
and without walls,
		
and, interestingly,
• The Glory of God is to conceal the Word.
These mottos are all readily intelligible. However, the following poster, while most often required in French Chambers of Reflection as well as some in the United States, is not readily intelligible because of its alchemical nature:
V.I.T.R.I.O.L.
(Visita interiora terrae. Rectificando, invenies occultum
lapidum)
(Visit the interior of the Earth. While purifying yourself,
you will find the Hidden Stone (i.e., the Hidden Truth)) 14
What do the mysterious letters V.I.T.R.I.O.L. mean? Were it
not for the abbreviating periods, the word would simply be “vitriol,” the old name for fuming sulfuric acid; the candidate might
gather that, since vitriol is something that easily dissolves flesh
and bone, link that idea to the fugitive nature of life, and even
cause him to flee the lodge building for fear, not only of losing his
life, but of having his body disappear in the bargain! 15 Or else,
he could believe the word was being used in its figurative meaning
and believe that the lodge members were impossibly angry with
him. Another good reason to flee! Instead it is but an old alchemical motto.
A significant question is, if the V.I.T.R.I.O.L. poster is unintelligible to the candidate, and it means nothing to him, why have it?
First, the symbols the candidate has seen in the chamber will all
again appear before the candidate, perhaps in different guises and
surroundings, in the degrees which will follow should he proceed
to receive all that is available in either the Scottish and/or French
rites. By entering the Chamber of Reflection, the candidate will
have received a preview of many of the Masonic symbols, symbols whose meaning he cannot yet discern.
Second, let me propose that although the Chamber of Reflection descends from French sources in which the Scottish and
French Rites developed, Mainguy’s suggestion that the Chamber
of Reflection is not suitable for ritual regimes or rites descending
from the English tradition (“Anglo-Saxon” to use her terminology) because of its alchemical sources is mistaken. Instead, not
all the symbols and events in the Chamber of Reflection require
alchemical sources; the mottos on the wall of the darkened room,

nature:

• Bread and Water. Bread and water are the minimum
nourishment that we must have to live, so a piece of bread
and a vase of water are on the table. These items are not to
be found in every chamber of reflection; that they have a
symbolic significance in light of their minimal nature of sustaining life, and thus provide suitable subjects for thought is
not to be denied. Water is, of course, also the symbol for
washing away our impurities.
The next class of symbols is temporal in nature, the hourglass
and the scythe.
• The Hourglass denotes the passage of time and our
inability to reverse its flow; what is done is done.
• The Scythe, a traditional emblem of death, not only
to the stands of wheat that it is used to harvest, but also
for each succeeding generation of humans whose time has
come for the final harvest.
• The Hermetic Symbols (Salt, Sulfur (occasionally
Mercury) as well as the Cock or Rooster) are probably the
most difficult for any candidate to contemplate.
1. Salt and sulfur (and mercury). According to numerous sources, salt and sulfur were first considered by alchemists as the two primary elements out of which all other
compounds were to be derived. In the context of a Chamber
of Reflection, these two are always to be present, or if not
available, then the alchemical symbols for them, viz.
6(Sulfur) 7(Salt)
Now, why salt and sulfur? Négrier wants us to contemplate the
destruction of Sodom as described in the Book of Genesis—sulfur
poured down from the sky and destroyed the city; the wife of Lot,
supposedly the only righteous man left in the city, turned into a
pillar of salt. So these two elements would indicate the power of
destruction to all things, especially to those who are not righteous.
So, on Négrier’s account, we would have divine destruction as the
basis for the two elements rather than the primitive sources of generation. If Masonry was based on a Scottish Calvinistic view, as
Négrier suggests, his suggestion makes sense. Of course, one must
remember that there is more than one tradition of interpretation
for why God destroyed Sodom, Gomorrah and a few other cities.
And, if this version of the Cabinet of Reflection traveled to France,
an alchemical interpretation could have come about in lieu of that
originating from the wrath of God. Such changes of interpretation
through time are common in Masonic history, just as they are in
religious, political and social history.
By the time the ritual of the Chamber of Reflection, as hypothesized by Négrier, would have reached France, another theory
of the fundamental alchemical elements would have developed,
namely that of providing for three, rather than two, primal elements; salt and sulfur would now be joined by mercury, the new
theory’s First Matter from which all other elements are generated,
especially with the aid of sulfur. The new alchemical explanation
would have trumped the Biblical.
8(Mercury)
2. Cock or rooster. Because the cock or rooster announces the first light, he becomes a symbol of the return to
clarity, according to Mainguy (p. 184). He is also the sym-

continued page 13

12

Scottish Rite

FULFILL-BUILD-PROVIDE

continued from page 12
Chamber of Reflection:

the presence of emblems of mortality, even the bread and water,
the hourglass and scythe are sufficient unto themselves to impress
the candidate that he is about to undertake a significant change in
his life. Isn’t this the impression an initiatory ceremony should
express in dramatic form? This line of thinking may be the reason
that grand lodges of several states other than Louisiana have now
allowed the use of a Chamber of Reflection. Vive le cabinet de
réflexion!
Notes

1 Fontaine, Pierre. “Impressions d’initiation (reconstitution du texte lu en loge on
1956)” in his Sous la loi du silence : essais pour rendre la franc-maçonnerie intelligible aux hommes et aux femmes du XXIe siècle. (Paris : Editions Véga, 2001),
p. 16.
2 Since several Louisiana lodges held their first charters from the Grand Orient
of France before the formation in 1812 of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and the
established ritual of the time for the Grand Orient was the French Rite, I believe it
most probable that this particular ritual was followed in the New Orleans Frenchspeaking lodges, at least in the last decade of the eighteenth century through at
least 1828, the date of publication for the Manuel maçonnique. See especially:
Ancien Vénérable. Manuel maçonnique, à l’usage des franc-maçons [sic] acceptés
du Rite ancien d’York résidants à la Louisiane (Nouvelle-Orléans : de l’Imprimerie
d’Edwin Lyman, 1828), pp. 148-180. Copy in Special Collections, Louisiana State
University Library.
3 [Pérau, Gabriel Louis]. L’ordre des francs-maçons trahi, et Le secret des Mopsesrévélé (Amsterdam, 1745. Reprint : Genève-Paris : Slatkine Reprints, 1980), p. 33.
4 Corps complet de Maçonnerie adopté par la R.G.L. de France [1765 ?], p. 9-10,
in Mollier, Pierre (ed.) Le régulateur du maçon 1785/«1801» : la fixation des
grades symboliques du Rite français : histoire et documents. Mémorable. (Paris :
À l’Orient, 2004), pp. 241-242.
5 Ex-Vén. Recueil des trois premiers grades de la Maçonnerie sous la dénomination d’apprenti, compagnon et maître [Collection of the Three First Degrees of
Freemasonry Called Apprentice, Fellow-Craft and Master] (À l’Orient de l’univers
[i.e., Paris] : Entre l’équerre et le compas, 1788 ; reprint : Paris : À l’Orient,
2001). “Ex-Vble” stands for “former Vénérable” or “Past Worshipful Master.” A
slightly later description of the French Rite Chamber of Reflection can be found in:
Le régulateur du maçon, Hérédon [sic], 5801, in Mollier, Pierre (ed.) Le régulateur
du maçon, p. 124.
6 Ex-Ven. Recueil, p. 8-10.
7 i.e. Total depravity, Unconditional election, Limited atonement, Irresistible
grace, Perseverance of the saints. This is clearly a Calvinistic list, and, according
to Négrier, Scottish Calvinism had a strong influence on Scottish Masonry.
8 Négrier, Patrick. Temple de Salomon et diagrammes symboliques : iconologie
des tableaux de loge et du cabinet de réflexion (Groslay, France : Ivoire-claire,
2004) [The Temple of Solomon and Symbol Diagrams : Iconography of the Tracing
Boards and the Chamber of Reflection], and La Tulip : histoire du rite du Mot de
maçon de 1637 à 1730 (Groslay, France : Ivoir-claire, 2005) [The T.U.L.I.P.: History of the Rite of the Mason Word, 1637-1730].
9 Two compilations which include transcriptions of the manuscript material are 1.
The Early Masonic Catechisms, transcribed and edited by Douglas Knoop, G.P.
Jones and Douglas Hamer. 2nd ed. by Hary Carr. (London : Quatuor Coronati
Lodge, No. 2076, 1975), and Les textes fondateurs de la franc-maçonnerie, présentation, traduction commentaires de Philippe Langlet, t. 1 (Paris Editions Dervy,
2006). Although the Knoop, Jones and Hamer compilation prints transcriptions
of the manuscripts, it does not have much commentary, especially for the earliest
material where it is most needed, whereas the Langlet compilation does. Langlet
also notes the recurrence of various wordings from source to source, making his
compilation more useful than the older English work—Langlet also presents the
texts in the original as well as their French translation. Unfortunately, the projected second volume of Langlet’s work has never appeared.
10 Béresniak, Daniel. Le cabinet de réflexion : la démarche initiatique, technique
de l’eveil [The Chamber of Reflection: Initiatory Approach, Technique for Intellectual Awakening] (Paris, Editions Detrad aVs, 2004, DL 1995). Béresniak (died
2005) was a Past Grand Master of the Grande loge de France, an obedience American grand lodges do not recognize, although many did until the 1964-1966 period.
This obedience practices the Scottish Rite virtually exclusively in its blue lodges.
11 Béresniak, Daniel. Rites et symboles de la Franc-maçonnerie, tome I: les loges
bleues (Paris, Editions Detrad aVs, 2005, DL 1995), p. 20-[42].
12 Mainguy, Irène. La symbolique maçonnique du troisième millénaire [Masonic
symbolism for the Third Millennium](Paris:Editions Dervy, c2001, reprinted 2005),
p. 171-187, passim. Mainguy is a librarian at the Grand Orient of France, an obedience that the Grand Lodge of Louisiana has not recognized since the 1870s, with
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the exception of part of World War I. The Grand Orient practices the French or
Modern Rite (albeit in later revisions) in the vast majority of its blue lodges.
13 Pike, Albert. The Porch and the Middle Chamber: the Book of the Lodge (A.M.
5632, reprinted Kila, Mont., Kessinger Publishing, ca. 2008: 83)
14 My rather rough translation; there is no direct object for the “rectificando”
although there should be; this fact has been noticed by a number of French writers
and I have chosen “while purifying yourself” as a reasonable interpretation.
15 In his Trente-trois : histoire des degrés du Rite écossais ancien et accepté en
France (Les architectes de la connaissance. Groslay : Editions Ivoire-claire, 2004,
p.154-157), Jean-Pierre Bayard (1920-2008) recounts his fantasies of terror at the
appearance of this term ; since he had been an engineer he knew what “vitriol”
was. In his Le cabinet de réflexion : sa symbolique : la lumière des ténèbres (Paris
: Editions maçonniques de France, 2003 : 112-14), Bayard presents an exhaustive
discussion of the meanings of V.I.T.R.I.O.L., its anagrams, and its extensions, such
as V.I.T.R.I.O.L.U.M., and quotes at length from the article on VITRIOL in AntoineJoseph Pernéty’s Dictionnaire mytho-hermétique of 1758 (reprint: Milano: Archè,
1980), pp. 25-528, and the way in which Pernéty connects his definition with the
pseudo-Hermetic Tabula smaragdina (Emerald Tablet), many of whose statements
are to be found in the occultist portions of various Scottish Rite degrees.

Note: The preceding article was presented in a preliminary version
to the Lodge of The Nine Muses on July 14, 2010. Dr. Carpenter
was invited to present the paper during the international conference for the Bicentennial Celebration of the Grand Consistory of
Louisiana on June 2, 2011.

Michael Carpenter is a retired professor in the School of Library and Information Science of Louisiana State University. Prior to arriving in Baton Rouge, he was a Master Mason in Van Nuys
Lodge no. 450, Van Nuys, California, in 1975, joined the Scottish
Rite and the Royal Arch in 1976 (High Priest 1979). He is a member of Van Nuys Lodge, Trinity Union Lodge, no. 372 and Lodge of
the Nine Muses, no. 9, both in California, and Internet Lodge no.
9659, Manchester, England. He is also a 32˚ member of the Scottish Rite Valleys of Los Angeles and Baton Rouge.
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Reflection on the 16th Degree
Prince of Jerusalem

Supreme Council Scholarship

Editor’s Note: The Supreme Council awarded its Sam and Millie Hilburn Scholarship grant to Sara Chauhan of West Monroe.
Ms. Chauhan was a previous scholarship recipient from the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation while attending the University of
Louisiana-Monroe. The following letter was addressed to William
J. Mollere, 33°-First Grand Equerry SGIG from William G. Sizemore, 33° G.C.-Grand Executive Director of the Supreme Council.
To better acquaint you with this year’s scholarship awardee,
who is a resident in your Orient, I am pleased to inform you of the
characteristics and accomplishments that led to the selection of
Ms. Sara K. Chauhan, 305 Kiroli Road, Apt. 18, West Monroe, LA
71291. She has been awarded a Sam and Millie Hilburn Scholarship grant in the amount of $5,000 for one year. Also, she was
awarded a local Scottish Rite Speech-Language Clinician Scholarship for graduate study.
A one-year graduate student who expects to graduate in May
2013, Ms. Chauhan plans to continue her studies to earn a Master’s Degree in Speech-Language Pathology at the University of
Louisiana, Monroe, Louisiana. For her undergraduate study at
Louisiana Technical University, she graduated with honors, Magna Cum Laude, in year 2010, and received the honor of Presidential Scholar.
Ms. Chauhan is an intelligent, capable, dedicated, and personable young woman. She served 1-1/2 years as intern for college
students at her local church, three years as member of Louisiana
Tech’s National Student Speech-Language-Hearing Association,
currently serves as officer for the University Louisiana Monroe
Chapter of the National Student Speech-Language-Hearing Association, and has been involved in her church through varying
capacities throughout her lifetime.
She exhibits a pleasant, encouraging attitude and is bright, inquisitive, and energetic. When working with children, she exudes
a positive attitude and achieves therapy goals with great enthusiasm. Also, she is especially mature and resourceful and exhibits
great initiative and diligence. She is destined to become a successful clinician.
The above applicant is a very well qualified and worthy recipient of this year’s Sam and Millie Hilburn Scholarship and I know
you are proud to have her living within your jurisdiction.

by
Gary T. Rushworth, Sr.

Justice and equity have the same meaning and are polar opposites at the same time. To me, at least, they are synonyms and
contradictory, like truth and accuracy.
In my dealing with my vocation and as master of the lodge,
there have been many instances where grievances and situations
of rule have come to under my purview and dealing with them
has been both popular and unpopular. When dealing with critical
matters, separating fact from fiction became a quagmire of political and social correctness. The Rule of law, standard operating
guidelines are written, or should be written, with latitude; for no
situation is the same. Law or Rules have to be flexible to handle
most contingencies that make up the procedures to be followed.
Justice demands accountability for actions taken from a truthful
deposition. Equity allows for a less strict adherence to the rule of
law when all the accounts of an action are discovered. I have encountered many instances when a subordinate has given a truthful
account of an event and found that he/she was inaccurate at the
same time. I was dealing with individuals that also were taught
and held the philosophy that truth is perception and accuracy was
not taught. We have this discourse and argument everyday in the
news and in debates and discussions with friends, family and coworkers.
It is my opinion that truth, accuracy, justice and equity are becoming arcane terms applied by self promoting, hidden agenda
seeking people of avarice and greed.
We as Masons are bound by a higher code of morality and
conduct, so therefore political and social correctness are not to
be considered when dealing with situations where truth and accuracy must run parallel. Justice and equity should be dealt evenly
in our daily struggles with problems and situation that arise. Our
fraternity is based on an altruistic philosophy and that in itself
should permeate our decisions when confronted with terse, dire
and often disturbing situations that have ramifications far beyond
the immediate scope of our determinations. Justice demands accountability, as I have stated previously, but I would rather have
equity and mercy. Justice demands swift retribution for transgressions of rule and/or law. Justice is cold and calculating which is
far from the type of judgment I want to have used against me. On
the other hand, justice, when applied equally and evenly is what
makes our society and fraternity the greatest nation that has ever
been in existence. There have been times when justice has failed
in our system because of manipulation of law and convolution of
facts. Decisions of justice are based solely and calculatingly on
what are perceived as truth and fact. Our system, as great as it is,
is also subject to ill-advised judgment from men and women who
have to make hard decisions on matters of evidence that may be
swayed from inaccurate accounts of truth and/or fact. If we as Masons remember to depend on our moral and spiritual beliefs in the
law our Creator set forth to us, we can confidently stay the course,
finish the race and continue to stay as the leaders of a fraternity
that prides itself on friendship, morality and brotherly love.
Fraternally,
Gary T Rushworth, 32° KCCH
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The best time for me was walking with W. Bro. Walter Pilcher in
his back pasture on an early Saturday morning and having him
attempt to have me learn, question and repeat those early questions and answers. Life was at its best then, and only in later years
has that realization finally arrived. He has gone to that Celestial
Lodge, that pasture is now a large subdivision, but my memories
will remain all my life because they were the Basics, the Foundation of my Masonry. How many of us share such memories of
those Basic Days.
Six months after being Raised a Master Mason, Scottish Rite
was offered and accepted by me. All of my Masonic heroes and
mentors belonged and were active in the ritual work – it was a natural progression for me to follow those great men. Four full days
with all but one Degree exemplified – great ritual, wonderful lessons, Masonic giants performing and giving me Light upon Light.
The Fourteenth Degree, Perfect Elu – Perfection, was well remembered. The 13th and 14th Degrees were Basic to understanding
Scottish Rite Freemasonry because they were linked together for
the completion of the Craft Degrees. Many become confused by
the 13th Degree because it sends the votaries into Enoch's underground crypt to recover the Lost Name of GOD under the nine
arches, many consider it a York Rite ritualistic Degree. Many forget the origin of "that" Degree WAS Scottish Rite. Then in the
14th Degree, King Solomon constructs a new crypt of nine arches
which is horizonal, above ground, and there replaces the cube with
the Lost Name. The lessons are Basic to mankind – Enoch through
his life achieved Perfection and was transported, without suffering death, directly to Heaven – Solomon through his life was imperfect and his people suffered destruction, rebellion and finally
slavery and deportation – the life lesson of the good and the bad.
Striving for Perfection is Basic to Freemasonry, knowing that we
are imperfect in this life, but trying and keeping focused on helping others, serving all humanity, loving liberty, practicing tolerance, and being devoted to the virtues taught in the Craft Degrees
allows the symbolic baptism given in the 14th deeper meaning to
the Basics of striving for Perfection. We never reach Perfection
in this life, but we can come closer if we understand that Masonic
lessons practiced are a continual struggle to attaining that Light.
We gather in late September and in October to celebrate the
Festival of the Tabernacle, the Feast of Tishri, the Scottish Rite's
Thanksgiving, an Obligatory Ceremony. As the Ceremony is performed in your Valley, whether by your Knights of St Andrew,
Court of Honor Members, or the 14th Degree Team, listen, really
listen, to the Basics of the lessons in the ritual – never forget to
love and serve GOD, honor your Country, cherish your Family,
look after your neighbor – particularly the widow, the helpless
and the forgotten – remember the lessons of Mother Lodge. On
a quiet fall afternoon, sitting and remembering that long ago late
Sunday afternoon Reunion, I can still hear Judge Steve Alford deliver the Obligation and John Sheppard step forward and give that
wonderful Oration – both gone, but not gone are their words, their
dedication, their true belief in the Basics of Freemasonry – may we
live those Basics every day, attend Mother Lodge to get recharged
often, and next Reunion really listen to the 14th Degree. Thank
you for remembering the Basics and for continuing to be a Scottish
Rite Freemason

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Alas!”

Fall has finally arrived and is much appreciated – hot and
humid Louisiana has been hit with hurricane weather that again
flooded Brethren and displaced many; Brothers whose livelihood
depends on farming and agricultural areas have been hit hard with
dry then too wet weather; and then it is the season of meetings
upon meetings of every type pulling our talented membership in
various directions diluting the true focus of Freemasonry. Admitting that looking in the mrror on that last comment allows deep
self-examination. Too many little groups, organizations, Honor
clubs, invitational societies that all pull us away from Mother
Lodge and the real reason for our being Freemasons.
"Getting Back To The Basics" is a phrase that we all have heard
but rarely pay much attention or regard for its worth. What does
it really mean in today's world of instant microwave, Facebook,
Twitter, and all of the other instant communication and gratification systems. Amazing is the fact that few can drive down the
road without a cell phone stuck in their ear. Imagine only a few
years ago driving without a means of calling to telling someone
that you are driving home or to work. How did we get by going to
the store and remembering what to purchase without calling for a
reminder – or calling to talk to someone you just visited – or calling to the office to check for more messages. A quiet drive with
the cell phone off and the radio off – a dream. Many times on my
travels by auto (which I prefer), miles can go by without a sound,
my mind collecting the roadside sights not always appreciated or
noticed. As a child, my parents had games to keep my Brother and
me occupied when we traveled by auto – of course looking for and
reading Burma-Shave signs was popular; but guessing the make,
model and year of an on-coming auto was the favorite. In school
we were taught to focus on a subject and master it for a grade that
showed understanding and comprehending – and passing. Later,
in a vocation, we learned that hard work, dedication and mastering
the task allowed periodic performance review and a salary increase
or possible promotion. In our religious area, we learned to study,
to question, to pray and to listen to the lesson by the minister to become closer to our GOD. Freemasonry gave many initiates a time
to sit and listen, repeat, study, learn, question, and then advance.

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood

What is the official name of the Supreme Council?
Article 1 Section 1. The name of this
Supreme Council is “The Supreme Council
(Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General Knights Commanders of
the House of the Temple of Solomon of the
Thirty-third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free Masonry of the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States
of America.”

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern LouisianaRegional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning
Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

