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ey "proclaims" Charles Claiborne, C. Samory, F.A. Lumsden,
Charles Laffon-Ladebat, John L. Lewis, Charles Maurian, John
H. Holland, A.R. Morel, Francois Meilleur, A.P. Lanaux, Henry
Peychaud, J.L. Tissot, P.D. Formel, F. Ricau, Manuel Prados, P.M.
Chassaniol, Gustave Collignon, LE. Deiuzain and Samuel Ward to
be Sovereign Grand Inspectors General and Honorary Members of
the Supreme Council at Charleston. The 19 above named are the
former Active Members of the Supreme Council of Louisiana who
participated in the signing of the Concordat. Of those 19, 9 were
given special duties. Charles Claiborne, C. Samory, F.A. Lumsden,
Charles Laffon-Ladebat, Charles Maurian, P.M. Chassaniol, John
L. Lewis, A.R. Morel and J.L. Tissot were named in this announcement to be Deputies of the Supreme Council. These 9 Deputies
would form what became known as the "Chamber of Deputies" in
New Orleans.
Mackey's Announcement gives us a good bit of important information. One interesting bit of information is that these 19 former
Active Members of another supreme council (one that Charleston said was not legal and unauthorized) were "proclaimed" to be
33rds. No ritual was done, they were simply accepted as 33rds because of their signing the Concordat. In other words, even though
the Charleston Council did not accept their council nor manner of
conferring or receiving the 33rd degree as regular, they were accepted and recognized as 33rds only by their joining the Charleston
Council. In addition, the "Chamber of Deputies" were 9 Deputies
(All Former Active Members of a supreme council) who acted in
an official capacity. They all fell into the Second Class of Membership of the Grand Consistory.
In the 1857 Proceedings (page 34), we also see some changes
in the composition of the "Chamber of Deputies." On November
18th, 1856, the Charleston Council elected Claude Samory as an
Active Member of the Charleston Council. Samory became the
first member of the Grand Consistory of Louisiana to become a
First Class Member following the Concordat. Replacing Samory
as a Deputy was Harmon Doane. J.L. Tissot also resigned as a
Deputy to be replaced by J.Q.A Fellows. Finally, Charles LaffonLadebat resigned his seat as a Deputy in favor of a brand new
33rd, Albert Pike. Pike became a Deputy of the Charleston Council on the same day as receiving the 33rd degree. He had also just
been elected as Commander in Chief of the Grand Consistory of
Louisiana - a position he would hold until his election as Sovereign Grand Commander in 1859. On March 20, 1858, Pike would
become the second member of the Grand Consistory of Louisiana
to become a First Class Member when he was elected an Active
Member of the Charleston Council.
At the Supreme Council Session of May 4th to 9th, 1868, the
appointments for all the Deputies operating as the "Chamber of
Deputies" were revoked. The only exceptions were those left who

The “Chamber of Deputies” in New Orleans

by
Michael R. Poll, 32° KCCH
The early history of the Scottish Rite in Louisiana is a complex, twisting and greatly unclear tale. The 33rd Degree, who received it, who conferred it, who authorized it and even the ritual
used can change depending on the account. The only aspect that
remains the same is that things do not remain the same.
This short piece focuses on aspects of the Grand Consistory of
Louisiana just after the Concordat of 1855 which brought together
the Supreme Council at Charleston (SJ) and about half of the Supreme Council of Louisiana. We learn from the 1857 "Proceedings of the Supreme Council" (SJ) that on April 25th 1857, the
Supreme Council (SJ) met in New Orleans. Among the things that
we can learn from this important publication is a glimpse into the
workings of the Grand Consistory of Louisiana at that time. On
pages 36 to 39 we see that there were 5 classes of Membership in
the Grand Consistory. A First Class Member was a 33rd, Active
Member of the Charleston Council. A Second Class Member was
a 33rd, Honorary Member and Deputy of the Charleston Council. A Third Class Member was a 33rd, Honorary Member of the
Charleston Council. A Fourth Class Member was a 32nd, Active
Member of the Grand Consistory and a Fifth Class Member was a
32nd, Honorary Member of the Grand Consistory. The difference
between a 32nd, Active Member and a 32nd, Honorary Member of
the Grand Consistory is not made clear.
Today a Deputy of the Supreme Council is pretty much the
same as it was at the time just following the Concordat. A Deputy
is (and was) a 33rd, Honorary Member of the Supreme Council
who has been given official responsibilities and duties by the
Council. Today it is common for a Deputy to be named when
an SGIG (or Deputy) retires or leaves office. The Deputy is then
the head of the Scottish Rite in that Orient, just as a SGIG. At
some point, the Deputy can be elected to Active Membership in
the Council. He then would obtain the Office of Sovereign Grand
Inspector General. There is, however, no guarantee that a Deputy
will ever be elected an Active Member and some Orients are run
by a Deputy rather than a SGIG. It is also common today for there
to be only one Deputy or SGIG in an Orient. Until the time of
Albert Pike, SGIGs (or Deputies) were not normally assigned to a
particular Orient and both South Carolina and Louisiana had numerous SGIGs and Deputies under the Charleston Council in the
1800's and, even, early 1900's.
On page 349 of Ray Baker Harris & James D. Carter's "History
of the Supreme Council, 33rd Southern Jurisdiction, USA (18011861)" we see a photographic reproduction of Albert Mackey's
Announcement of the Concordat of 1855 dated February 17, 1855
(the Concordat was signed by Louisiana one day earlier). Mack-
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Editor

Steve Pence
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: (318) 965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published
bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation.
Any article or views expressed in this publication are
those only of the writer and do not reflect the official
position of the Louisiana Scottish Rite. The editorial
policy of this publication grants free reign to the Editor,
within the lines of Masonic principles and teachings.
Articles and pictures submitted become the property
of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit is given
to the source.

The following members have recently
completed Master Craftsman Course I, II
or III and have received or should shortly
receive their certificates and lapel pins.
Shreveport
Leslie D. Fife - Level I
William L. Stroud - Level I
Robert L. Rowe, II - Level III
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The “Chamber of Deputies” in New Orleans:

received their appointment from the Concordat of 1855. (James D. Carter: "History
of the Supreme Council, 33rd Southern
Jurisdiction, USA, 1861-1891." page 29.)
When the "Concordat Deputies" died off,
so did this chapter of Louisiana Scottish
Rite history close.
Fraternally,
Mike Poll, 32° KCCH

New Orleans
Michael B. Steffensen - Level I
Baton Rouge
A. Nicholas Auck - Level III
Jeffrey D. Maynor - Level III
Lake Charles
Lynwood C. Burkhalter - Level I

Editorial Staff

Editor:
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
Valley of Baton Rouge:
Christopher J. Adams, 32°
Valley of New Orleans:
Ion Lazar, 33°
Valley of Shreveport:
TBA
Valley of Lake Charles:
Gerald H. Houston, 32° KCCH
Valley of Monroe:
H. Glenn Jordan, Ph.D., 32° KCCH

Allegiance

The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana,
acknowledge and yield allegiance to The Supreme
Council of the Thirty-third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States of America (Mother
Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State of South Carolina, and the House of the
Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33° Grand Orator, DGM
Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Clayton J. “Chip” Borne, III, 33° PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Warren A. Hintz, Jr. 33°
Assistant Personal Representative for New Orleans

Ill. Ballard L. Smith, 33° GC PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Travis M. Holley, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M: W: Earl J. “Mickey” Durand, 33°
and Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

www.louisiana-sr.org

Jurisdiction Supreme Council
The jurisdiction of this Supreme Council includes all the territory over which the
United States of America exercises domain
of powers of government, except the states
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, which were apportioned by
this Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States. The
jurisdiction of this Supreme Council also
includes those countries where it has established, or may hereafter establish, Bodies
of the Rite, and over which countries no
regular Supreme Council has acquired jurisdiction.
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The genius of Freemasonry is not our
Masonic buildings and temples or the trappings of our organizations. It is not our
great charities or community activities. It
is not our beautiful rituals or their teachings! It is the 'practice of Freemasonry' by
the Freemasons. Yet we cannot practice
that which we do not know or understand.
Thus Masonic education is the foundation
for our Fraternity. Brother Carl H. Claudy
in The Master's Book says, '.. one thing and
only one thing a Masonic Lodge can give
its members which they can get nowhere
else in the world. That one thing is Masonry.
From the Occasional Bulletin of the Texas
Lodge of Research by Michael L. Wiggins

Calendar of Events

Orient
Conference of the Orient
Alexandria

November 7

Reunions
Shreveport
May 2-3
Lake Charles
TBA
New Orleans (In BR)
October 11-12
Baton Rouge
October 11-12
Monroe
October 12
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Scholarship Awards

The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
is proud to announce that the following
Scholarships have been awarded:
Speech and Language Scholarships
University of Louisiana - Monroe
Katelyn Plasket
Britney Alberez
Southeastern University - Hammond
Kristi Champagne
Iris Cortez
Louisiana State University - Shreveport
Rachel Grinnell
Lauren Nelson
Louisiana State University - Baton Rouge
Megan Wagner
Cydney Lorio

Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center

Annual Bus Trip
Over 30 brethren and ladies toured
the Scottish Rite – Rite Care Clinic at the
University of Louisiana – Lafayette on
Wednesday, August 20, 2014. Clinic Director, Ms. Julie Andries introduced the
faculty and staff of the Communications
Disorders Department at the university.
Each of them gave an overview of the summer programs that served children of the
region. They were preparing for the fall
semester and an increase in the number of
graduate students pursuing Master’s and
Doctoral degrees. These students serve as
our clinicians for the children supported by
our Scottish Rite – Rite Care Clinic.
The group took a tour of the facilities
and donated a large collection of books and
toys to the staff for use with the children
visiting the clinic. The brethren and ladies
were well pleased with the visit and gratified by the wonderful work that our clinic
is doing to help the next generation of citizens live a better and happier life.

2014 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Foundation

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
William V. King, 32° KCCH
Robert C. Joyner, 33º
E. Louis McGee, 33°

Ex-Officio Officers

Chairman of the Board :
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

William J. Mollere, 33°
Ralph H. Owens, 33°
I. C. Turnley, Jr., 33°
Ben F. Melancon, 33°
Neil R. Crain, 33°

Elected Members

James H. Morgan, III
Harry C. Northrop, III
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Samuel B. Owens

Jeffery D. Maynor
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Robert C. Joyner
Martin J. Reinschmidt
M. Darin West

University of Louisiana-Lafayette Communications
Disorders Department L:R - Dr. John Tetnowski,
Professor Dr. Jennifer Tetnowski, Clinic Supervisor
Christine Weill, Department Chair Dr. Nancye Roussel, Professor Dr. Jack Damico, Clinic Director Julie
Andries and Clinic Supervisor Anne Williams.

Appointed Members

C. Lenton Sartain-Chairman Emeritus
Richard B. Smith
Charles H. Penn, III
Lloyd E. Hennigan, Jr. Joseph S. Monaghan, Jr.
Jay W. Owensby
Gary L. Gribble
Roy B. Tuck, Jr.

Investment Committee

Jason K. Rigsby
Richard B. Smith
Woody D. Bilyeu
Clayton J. Borne, III
Ballard L. Smith

John L. Bilisoly
J. F. “Jeff” Webb
Charles H. Penn, III
Ion Lazar
H. Edward Durham

Scottish Rite Fellows

2014 Louisiana Fellows L:R - Quincy Gotte, Andrew
Owen, Eddie LeBoeuf, Jeff Haley, Ronnie Seale-SGC
and Evan Edmondson.

In August, five Louisiana Scottish Rite
Masons traveled to the House of the Temple
as Grand Commander's Fellows for 20142015. Each brought something new home
to their Valleys, and some have chosen to
share what the weekend meant to them.
J. Quincy Gotte-Valley of Lake
Charles
The weekend of August 15 - 16, 2014
will hold a special place within the hearts
and memories of all the Scottish Rite Masons who were fortunate enough to attend
the 2014 Fellows Workshop in the city
of our great Nation’s Capital. The House
of the Temple was filled with the energy
and excitement of young men, combined
with the awe and gratitude of elders who
both took in and breathed the air of such a
majestic site that houses so many historical moments. The fellowship that was experienced amongst those men there, who
may never have met otherwise, was familiar yet reached across from the American
east coast to the Hawaiian Islands, making
Brethren of strangers. I am convinced that
there is no one who attended, that can successfully express their appreciation to all
those who worked diligently in bringing
this moment together in such a way that
inspires and motivates the growth and life
of our Craft.
The 2014 Fellows Workshop in D.C.
was a continuation of the 2014 Workshops
hosted in a number of cities throughout our
beautiful Nation during the first half of this
year. The roll out of VMAP (Valley Membership Achievement Project) is intended
to encourage us to identify areas of opportunity within our Valleys. It has been concontinued page 4
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someone that I met while attending the workshop. We continue to
share ideas via text messages, phone calls, and Facebook groups.
In closing, the Fellows Workshop was an experience that I will
never forget. We met, formed friendships, and discussed several
ways to promote the Scottish Rite across the Southern Jurisdiction. We left the House of the Temple and Washington DC with the
knowledge that alone, we may fall short but together (as a Valley)
we can accomplish anything. Thank you for this experience and
allowing me to represent the Lake Charles Valley.
Eddie LeBoeuf III - Valley of New Orleans
Participating in the 2014 Fellows workshop at the Supreme
Council's House of the Temple was an amazing experience. If I
have to sum it up in one word, I'd say inspiring. The staff and Officers of the House of the Temple were adamant in relaying to us
"Welcome home, this is your building". And, they meant it, too.
Early on in the day I found the secret door and got a picture
of me pretending to go in. Later, we were invited to go through
the door that led to the roof for a breathtaking view of the city.
There were no chairs off limits and we went through all the offices
and museum rooms. It was an amazing experience and makes me
proud to be a part of this ancient organization.
The program was mostly about introducing to us the newly
unveiled VMAP (Valley Membership Achievement Project) which
you all will be hearing about in the coming months.
The VMAP is a voluntary program that was created by a grassroots effort from the efforts of the three regional workshops held
this past year. I attended the Biloxi workshop & participated in
contributing ideas to the final project along with many others &
can attest that the Supreme Council purposely held back in an effort to let us regular Brothers have a voice. This is why it’s called
a grass roots effort. A committee then had the task of taking all the
ideas and distilling it to a finished project which involved weeding out the duplicates and in some cases combining ideas and then
categorizing the ideas into a finished project, that can be found at
http://scottishrite.org/members/vmap/. The workbook, that can be
downloaded, contains ten areas that have items that are mandatory and optional for Valleys that volunteer to participate in, and
to implement or integrate in their Valley program. In some cases,
Valleys will simply be confirming what they are already doing.
The project is meant to be dynamic and malleable as Valleys report
in. Ideas will be altered, dropped or even added.
The VMAP as a whole in my mind, if applied faithfully and
with dedication cannot fail to make our Valleys stronger. While I
will be assisting my Valley in implementing the program, the fact
is, anyone can assist by simply downloading the workbook and
finding an area of interest. By all means join in, no one person can
get this done, only with teamwork can it be accomplished.
Andrew Owen - Valley of Baton Rouge
Our expedition to Washington, D.C., for the Fellows Conference was exceptional. The sight of the House of the Temple was
enough to inspire anyone to build toward our future as a Rite of
Freemasonry, but even more impressive to me were the facilitators
at the event, who exhibited not only great leadership but also great
competence in their various tasks that weekend.
The work of the Valleys across the country to devise the elements of the VMAP was showcased to us, allowing us the clearest
understanding of the new project. We were able to get to know
each other and watch the instantaneous bond of brotherhood as it

continued from page 3
Scottish Rite Fellows:

cluded that the challenge we are faced with is the retention of current members as well as the growth of our new membership rate.
VMAP is a result of the members of many different Valleys coming together and sharing ideas that, when properly implemented,
will result in a certain level of continuous gradual success within
each Valley that participates. The history of our Craft has proven,
along with the teachings of our Degrees, that growth is achieved
only when every Master Mason picks up the tool of their Trade,
and follows the designs that are drawn on the Trestleboard. As
men, we are well aware of incidents that arise when tools are being
used; as Brothers, we are equally aware of the value of the work as
a whole. As these plans are put into action within our Valleys, let
us not forget our Obligation and our Duty towards each other, and
always remember that the clanging of tools is not permitted within
the Temple, they are for the quarry fields.
It is only right to close these thoughts with the memory of the
closing ceremony that included every individual present. I will refrain from going into detail about the ceremony, as to not blemish
my Brother’s memory of what he cherishes from it. But I believe it
is safe to say that we were all touched deeply by the words of wisdom from our Illustrious Sovereign Grand Commander, Ronald A.
Seale 33°, that proves to us all that this action plan is passionately
set in motion- “as above, so below.”
Jeff Haley - Valley of Lake Charles
I had the honor of representing the Lake Charles Valley in
Washington, DC for the Sovereign Grand Commander's 2014 Fellow's Workshop. Sovereign Grand Commander Ronnie A. Seale
33° was there and made us feel at home!
On our first night we, along with approximately seventy other
Fellows, were welcomed into the House of the Temple. The hospitality shown to us by the Temple staff was first class and continued
throughout the duration of our stay. We started out with an amazing tour of the House of the Temple. Everything, from the two
Massive Sphinxes (aptly named Power and Wisdom) who stand
guard before the doors, to the smallest book in the extraordinary
library, seemed to give off positive energy. Our tour ended on the
roof where we enjoyed an awe inspiring view of Washington DC.
After the tour, our fellowship was not broken, but continued
over a delicious catered dinner within the House of the Temple. It
was refreshing, meeting so many likeminded Scottish Rite Masons
from across the Nation. It was certain that we would bond and
build relationships to last a lifetime.
The next day, we were up bright and early, where we resumed
our fellowship over breakfast. We then met as a group to discuss
and learn about the VMAP project. Just before lunch, we broke
into small groups to discuss how each of us would bring the
VMAP project back to our respective Valleys. We concluded that
this project can be implemented by a valley, regardless of its size
and success is inevitable for those that do.
After lunch, we formed a procession that led inside the Temple Room. Closing remarks were made by the Sovereign Grand
Commander, who encouraged and inspired us from the moment
we walked through the door, until we boarded the plane to return
home.
Since returning to Louisiana, communication with the Fellows has continued. Not a day goes by where I do not interact with
4
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Valley of New Orleans News

Chartered April 7, 1811
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503

Secretary: Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5982
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

2015 Membership Fees are due!
Calendar of Events

Stated Communications

Wednesday, October 1st
Feast of Tishri

FALL REUNION

7:30 PM

OCTOBER 11-12

Held jointly with the Valley of Baton Rouge

Wednesday, October 29th
Advisory Council

Wednesday, November 5th

Annual Thanksgiving Celebration

Wednesday, December 3rd

Annual Christmas Holiday Program

From The Secretary’s Desk

Brethren, shortly you will be receiving
your dues notice from the Supreme Council
for your 2015 dues. When you send in your
dues payment we will send you a “2015”
peel and stick label which you will place
over the 2014 on the plastic dues card you
received this year. If for some reason you
did not receive a plastic dues card in 2014
and were issued a paper dues card please

contact me at the office (504) 522-3789 and
I will get one ordered for you. We have
tried to keep a list of those who we needed to order permanent dues cards for, but
you never know when someone may have
slipped through the cracks. If you have lost
your dues card and need a replacement, you
can contact me at the number above, and
there will be a slight fee for a replacement
card.
We still have a few 2014 dues cards in
the file drawers just waiting to be adopted.
Check your wallet and if your dues card
does not have 2014 on it, one of these lonesome cards belongs to you and is calling
your name. Don’t you want to give it a
good home?
If you are looking to show your pride in
being a member of the Oldest Continuously Operating Scottish Rite Valley in North
America, we now have a Valley of New Orleans Lapel pin for sale. The cost is $5.00
per pin, and they are available through the
Valley Office. Or, if you live out of town,
call me and we can make arrangements to
mail one to you. Also, if you are looking for
some Scottish Rite Lapel pins and or car
emblems we now have some of these items
in stock and on display in the dining hall.
To anyone who is interested in seeking
one of the open chairs in the 4 Bodies of
the Valley, now is the time to start preparing your Masonic Resume. Also, if you are
presently serving in a chair in any of the 4
bodies and wish to advance, please review,
update and submit your Masonic Resume.
All resumes must be turned in to the office
no later than the November 5th Meeting.
Election and installation of officers will be
held at our January 7th meeting.
Do not forget our Joint Reunion with
the Valley of Baton Rouge on Saturday October 11th and Sunday October 12th. The
last date that we can accept and approve
any petitions will be Wednesday October
1st, which is our last regularly stated meeting before the reunion.
Thanks to everyone for their support
throughout the year. We know that parking is the main issue that many of you face
when trying to attend a meeting here at our
building. But if you get a couple of broth5

ers together and split the cost of the parking, it makes it a little easier on the wallet.
On a personal note, I would like to
thank the members of the Legion of Honor
Conferral Team, many of who traveled a
very long distance, to attend our September
meeting and Invest Brother Barrios and I
with the DeMolay Legion of Honor. Thank
you for a job well done!
Fraternally,
Martin Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH
General Secretary

From The Venerable Master

First, I would like to thank the officers
of Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection for covering for me at the August meeting. I would
like to extend my congratulations to those
brothers who received their 25 and 50 year
certificates and lapel pins. Also I would
like to thank the brothers who have continued to support our Valley by attending our
monthly meetings. I understand that we
had over 40 brothers in attendance at our
last meeting. Keep up the good work and
keep coming out to the meetings and bring
continued page 10

2014 Officers

Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Leon T. Roberts, 32° KCCH
Warren A. Hintz, 33°
Clayton A. Wolfe, 32º KCCH

Pelican Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Klaus J. “Joe” Kuech, 32° KCCH
Donald E. Freeze, 32° KCCH
Kenneth K. Bell, Jr., 32°

Eagle Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Eddie A. LeBoeuf, III, 32°
Kenneth K. Bell, 32°
Garland M. Gisclair, 32°

New Orleans Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Donald E. Freeze, 32° KCCH
Prior:		
Michael W. Nastasi, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
John C. Miller, 32°
Treasurer All Bodies
Ion Lazar, 33°
Secretary All Bodies
Martin J. Reinschmidt, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Dixie L. Boyles
Antoine Doucet
James A. Roberts
William E. Sweeny
Robert Thompson
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Valley of Shreveport News

Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month
2014 Officers

Shreveport Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Highlighted by Pictures

S. Bruce Easterly, 33°
W. James Hill, III, 32°
M. Darin West, 32°

Shreveport Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: Gary L. Gribble, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: brosecssr@gmail.com
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Donate to the Shreveport Scottish
Rite Foundation
Now accepting MC & Visa!

Frederick J. McAnn, 32° KCCH
Carey C. Allison, 32° KCCH
Samuel B. Owens, 32°

Shreveport Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Larry W. LaBorde, 32° KCCH
Steven S. A. Pence, 33°
John T. Dark, 33°

Shreveport Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Samuel B. Owens, 32°
Prior:		
John F. Knox, 32° KCCH
Preceptor:
Kenneth R. Fuller, 32° KCCH
Treasurer All Bodies:
E. Louis McGee, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Gary L. Gribble, 33°

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, October 14th
Regular Meeting

2014 Fall Reunion Class Seated L:R - William Bellamy, Jeff Clarke, Tony Downs, Tommy Houston
and Joshua Pickering. Standing L:R - M: W: E. J.
“Mickey” Durand, Grand Master 33°, Ed Durham,
33° Director of Work, Ballard Smith, 33° G.C. Personal Representative and Gary Gribble, 33° General
Secretary.

6:00 PM

Tuesday, November 11th
Regular Meeting
25 & 50 Year Recognition

Tuesday, December 9th

Regular Meeting
Annual Christmas Program

6:00 PM

6:00 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5 pm
before each meeting.
The KCCH Club meets during the same months
as the 1st District Lodge (January, April, July
& October) at 5:30 pm.

L:R - Jim Hill-Recorder, Wallis Mayes and Sam
Owens-Knight Commander

Ballard Smith 33° G.C. Personal Representative
presents Robert L. Rowe, II with his Master Craftsman III Certificate.

KStA 2014 Officers

Knight Commander:
Knight Warden:
Knight Captain:
Knight Recorder:

With assistance from John Autry, John Sharlow, John
Knox, Ed Horton, Ed Durham, Johnny Byrd, John T.
Dark, Joe Trice, Sam Owens and Gary Gribble, the
new main curtain was installed.

Samuel B. Owens
W. Robert Laurents
Stephen C. McLellan
W. James Hill, III

Knightly News

The Knights of St. Andrew conducted
the Feast of Tishri program at the September meeting. Immediately following the
conclusion of the play, Knight Commander
Sam Owens, with the assistance of Knight
Recorder Jim Hill presented newly knighted Wallis R. Mayes, Jr. with his certificate
on behalf of the Shreveport Chapter.

In Memoriam

Ballard Smith 33° G.C. Personal Representative
presents William L. Stroud with his Master Craftsman I Certificate.
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Carlton H. Folmar
Lawrence W. Hines
Joe H. Jones
Gerald L. Mullins
William J. Pittman, Jr.
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Valley of Lake Charles News

Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month

Lake Charles Masonic Temple

717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: D. Blake Ford, 32° KCCH
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2015 Membership Fees now due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30
Meeting 7:00
Wednesday, October 15th
Order of the Eastern Star Program

Wednesday, November 19th

Dr. Michelle Swift-Seniors’ Dentistry

Wednesday, December 17th

Election of Officers
Christmas Program
Back Door Lunch: Last Friday of every
month. Except in November & December

Personally Speaking

Fall is a wonderful time of the year. The
temperature and humidity start to subside,
and the days grow increasingly shorter.
Back to school, football, and the holiday
season indicate that fall is here. Masonry
teaches us that there are three seasons that
we go through as men: youth, manhood,
and old age.
It is a pleasure to report that our member with the longest tenure in the Scottish
Rite is Brother William Carlson, 32°. He
is 95 years young and been a Scottish Rite

Mason since 1948. He now resides in
Florida and is in reasonably good health.
What is of particular interest is that he
proudly wears the small Scottish Rite ring
he received 76 years ago. Brother Carlson
represents the generation of brother who
lived through the great depression, served
their country in World War II, came home
and started their careers and families, and
joined the Masonic Fraternity in large numbers.
Tom Brokaw called this “the Greatest
Generation,” as they were responsible for
saving the world from tyranny, and building a peacetime economy that fostered innovation and discovery of unprecedented
magnitude. That generation of men felt
the need and desire to belong to fraternal
societies that taught morals and patriotism
and supported family values.
Now, three quarters of a century later,
this modern generation of men, the great
grandsons of the greatest generation, are
again rekindling that innate desire to belong to fraternal societies that foster selfimprovement through a system of morality
that has come down through the ages.
We are seeing a large number of men
between the ages of 18 and 30 years old
petition the lodges in southwest Louisiana.
They join and remain involved in the activities of the lodge. The take parts in the
various degrees. They serve as officers of
the lodge. They bring their friends to meals
and open meetings to learn more about the
Masonic Fraternity.
The Supreme Council of the Southern
Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite has a new
Valley Membership Achievement Project
(VMAP). It is a program with ten specific subject areas designed to make each
Scottish Rite Valley active and attractive
to this generation of men. The Valley of
Lake Charles will engage in the program
commencing in January 2015. We plan to
successfully implement and sustain this
program so that we will have members of
our classes in 2015 who will still be proudly wearing the Scottish Rite ring in 2090.
Come and be a part of this renewal of spirit
and commitment.
Fraternally,
Richard B Smith, 33°
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Robert Goldsmith, 32° KCCH Memorial Class
1st row L:R - Blake Ford KCCH General Secretary,
M. C. (Bo) House 33°, Candidates: William Allen
Joyner Jr. and Dexter Tyler Downs, Elmer Edwards
KCCH, Jim Golding KCCH, J Quincy Gotte, Richard Morgan KCCH and Ray Moses 33°.
2nd row L:R - James Dickinson, David Scritchfield,
Braxton Cole KCCH, Tom Boggan, Lynwood Burkhalter and Bro. Bill Bailey.
3rd row L:R - Dale Cain 33° Deputy from Alaska,
Terry Fowler, William J. Mollere 33° SGIG and R.
B. Smith 33° Personal Representative
continued page 10

2014 Officers

Lake Charles Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Thomas L. Kussmann 32° KCCH
Gerald H. Houston, 32° KCCH
James R.B. Golding, 32° KCCH

Lake Charles Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Oscar Abshire, 32° KCCH
Elmer L. Edwards, 32° KCCH
Mount W. Newby, 32°

Lake Charles Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

J. Braxton Cole, 32° KCCH
W. David McCoy, 32°
David W. Scritchfield, 32°

Lake Charles Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

William W. Bailey, 32°
Lynwood C. Burkhalter, 32°
Terrell D. Fowler, 32° KCCH

Treasurer All Bodies:
J. Quincy Gotte, 32°
Secretary All Bodies:
D. Blake Ford, 32° KCCH

In Memoriam
Elies J. Thibodeaux
Melvin Louviere
Avrel D. Jeansonne
Orellian J. Adams, Sr.
Ernest Magerstadt
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Valley of Baton Rouge News

Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
From The Secretary’s Desk

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR1@bellsouth.net

2015 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE
NOW DUE
Calendar of Events

Dinner 6:30

Meeting 7:30

FALL REUNION
October 11-12
Monday, October 13th
Feast of Tishri

Monday, November 10th
Veterans Day Program

Monday, December 8th

Christmas Holiday Program
Election of 2015 Officers
Advisory Conference meets at 6pm on
regular meeting days.

2014 Officers
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Jeffery D. Maynor, 32°
A. Nicholas Auck, 32° KCCH
John L. Belanger, 33°

Baton Rouge Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Richard L. Fox, 32°
H. George Scanland, 32°
R. Shane Marchand, 32°

Baton Rouge Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

James E. Wingate, 33°
J. Andrew Owen, 32°
Chester L. Finley, 32°

Baton Rouge Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

Charles M. Powell 32°
W. Brian Harris, 32°
Frederic D. Denham, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Ben F. Melanson, 33°
Secretary All Bodies:
Jimmie D. Dunkin, 33°

The New 2015 Dues Card Stickers are
here. Brethren just a word of caution concerning the new stickers. You will receive
only a small sticker with the 2015 year
number on it. Place that sticker over the
2014 on your current Plastic card. If you
have any questions call the office at (225)
275-0668 either Ms. Willie or I can help
you with this.
We are looking forward to the Fall
Reunion which will be held on October 11th and 12th. This Fall, we will be
having a joint reunion with the Valleys of
New Orleans and Lake Charles. The Valley of New Orleans has invited us to join
them this Spring. Nick Auck, 32° KCCH
Reunion Director is working hard to put
this together and feels that we can present more degrees. Brother Auck has also
been trying to get specialty teams to take
on a degree and build the cast from within
their group. Years ago, we had such teams
and it worked well. Specialty teams can
be made up of our members who are police
officers, members of the Sheriff's department or even your Blue Lodge. If you are
interested in starting a degree team contact
Brother Auck .
The October 13th stated meeting will
be an open meeting with a meal so bring
your family. We will celebrate the Feast
of Tishri in the Annex Building, after the
meal. This is an annual event and considered to be an obligatory observance, a
sharing of our fraternal spirit. We encourage our members to invite their family and
friends to join us in the important and most
impressive observance.
Our Stated Communication on November 10th will also be an open meeting
and we will have a Special Celebration of
Veteran’s Day. The Theme of this program
will highlight the experiences of our own
Ill. C. Lenton Sartain. Invite your wives,
family members and friends to join us for
the evening.
November is always a busy month for
Masons in our state with nominations and
installations of new officers. Likewise,
we will start to consider officers to lead the
Scottish Rite into the new year. Election of
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officers will be in December and installation will follow at the Stated Communication in January.
Check your dues card and make sure
you are current for 2014. Does the office
have your current address and telephone
numbers? Do we have your e-mail address? We cannot keep you informed if we
are not informed.
Remember the regular meetings are every 2nd Monday evening at 7:30pm of each
month. See you there!
Fraternally,
Jimmie Dean Dunkin, 33º
General Secretary-Personal Representative

Venerable Master’s Message

It's hard to believe that the year is already 2/3's gone. I felt that last year moved
by quickly, but this year seems to be moving even more swiftly to an end. As soon
as we realize how much the year is already
past, we start to think about all of the things
that we still wish to accomplish in the future--the things that we think we still have
to accomplish before the year has gone.
This type of thinking pulls our minds forward, away from where we are.
I was in Washington DC recently for
the Scottish Rite Fellows event and had the
wonderful opportunity to attend the Sunday
morning service at the National Cathedral.
The message that morning could not have
been timelier. The Pastor placed the emphasis on being deliberate in your actions and
practices. Not to simply go through the motions mindlessly but consider what things
mean, why you do them, and be focused
in the present moment. She used several
examples of quiet moments, moments that
have a much deeper meaning when you are
focused on the moment. Challenging us to
continued page 10

In Memoriam

Brent John Bonnette
Charles Ray Graves
William Agile Jones
Charles Ronald Laird
Williams Harver Moore
I. J. Pierce
Wayne Albert Ramsey
Ralph Mason Stone
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Valley of Monroe News

Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Venerable Master’s Message

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH

Tel: 318-343-6388

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

2015 Membership Fees are due!

Calendar of Events

Dinner with Ladies
Program

Thursday, October 2nd

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Feast of Tishri

FALL REUNION
OCTOBER 11
Thursday, November 6th
25-50 Year Recognition

Thursday, December 4th

Regular Meeting - Election of Officers
The Advisory Conference meets on the
first Thursday of each month at 5:00 pm.

2014 Officers
Monroe Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

H. Glenn Jordan, 32°KCCH
Richard D. Mahoney, 32°KCCH
Leroy G. Stenzel, Jr., 32º KCCH

Monroe Chapter Rose Croix

Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

C. Marcus Bailey, 32°
Scotty D. Adams, 32°
Oma Frank Lee, 32°KCCH

Monroe Council of Kadosh

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Will P. Gray, 32°KCCH
E. Felton Vickers,32°
Richard L. James, 33°

Monroe Consistory

Master of Kadosh:
Prior:		
Preceptor:

W. Bryan Price, 32°
Prentice L. Wallace, 32°
James Paul Smith, 32°

Treasurer All Bodies:
Roy McDuffie, 33° PGM
Secretary All Bodies:
Oma Frank Lee, 32° KCCH

Putting In and Getting Out
As I prepare to complete my year as
Venerable Master, I have been constantly
reminded of the necessity of “Putting In” if
you are going to be “Getting [Something]
Out.” In so many ways, it has been a frustrating year as the Monroe Scottish Rite
Valley struggles to redefine itself and resume moving forward with a much smaller
membership.
Over the years, a lot of physical maintenance to the building has been deferred,
for a variety of reasons. The result has
been a variety of projects have simply had
to be addressed–drainage problems at the
rear of the building, windows and window treatment on the front of the building,
small repairs throughout the building and
so on. A major drainage project in front
of the building is being planned and will
be implemented before the end of the year.
New floor treatment is being planned for
the lodge hall since the carpet presently being used in forty years old. Painting needs
to be done in several areas.
There are also vacancies in several of
the casts for the degrees. Attendance at
the regular meetings need to be improved.
And so on.
All of these can be solved if everyone
who is physically able would be involved
in a small way. As it is now, the same people are doing all of the work. So, if you
want to “get something out” of the Scottish Rite, please become involved and “put
something in.”
Fraternally,
H. Glenn Jordan, 32° KCCH

Master Craftsman Program

There is interest being heard around
the Valley that perhaps a regular course
of study toward the Master Craftsman
program could be implemented. Brother
Leroy Stenzel 32° KCCH would be very
interested in working with such a group.
Again, if you want to “get something out put something in”.
At the August meeting, Brother Michael Watts was conducted west of the
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altar and congratulated by Brother Stenzel as the only member to have completed
the first three Master Craftsman programs.
Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu, 33° G.C. conferred
the Master Craftsman Symbolic Degree
on Brother Watts. Congratulations are
definitely in order for this most dedicated
brother and many of us should be following
his example.

Virtue

Our 17th and 18th century brethren
were very concerned about virtue which
can be defined as “moral excellence; a positive trait or quality deemed to be morally
good and thus is valued as a foundation of
principle and good moral being.” The following are virtues utilized by Brother Benjamin Franklin in attempting to develop
“moral perfection.”
1.Temperance: Eat not to dullness; drink
not to elevation.
2.Silence: Speak not but what may benefit
others or yourself; avoid trifling conversation.
3. Order: Let all your things have their
places; let each part of your business have its
time.
4. Resolution: Resolve to perform what you
ought; perform without fail what you resolve.
5. Frugality: Make no expense but to do
good to others and yourself; waste nothing.
6. Industry: Lose no time but always be
employed in something useful; eliminate all unnecessary actions.
7. Sincerity: Use no hurtful deceit; think
innocently and justly; and if you speak, speak
accordingly.
8. Justice: Wrong none, by doing injuries
or omitting the benefits that are your duty.
9. Moderation: Avoid extremes; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think they deserve.
10. Cleanliness: Tolerate no uncleanness
in body, clothes or habitation.
11. Tranquility: Be not disturbed at trifles
or at accidents common or unavoidable.
12. Chastity: Rarely use venery but for
health or offspring; never to dullness, weakness
or injury to your own or another’s peace.
13. Humility: Imitate Jesus and Socrates.

In Memoriam
Praise God
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scholarships are helping them continue their education in the field
of Speech and Hearing.
Congratulations go out to Brother Robert Barrios, 32° KCCH,
Past Venerable Master, and Brother Martin Reinschmidt, 32°
KCCH, General Secretary. These two brothers were invested with
the Order of DeMolay’s Legion of Honor at our September meeting. The members of the Conferral Team were: John Williamson,
Clayton “Clay” Wolfe, Steven Kemp, Nicholas Auck, William J
Mollere, Howard Entwistle, Lloyd Hebert, Nicholas Randazzo,
Beverly “BJ” Guillot, Allen Tidwell, Louis Caruso and Clayton
“Chip” Borne, III. Special thanks are also extended to Mrs. Rae
Williamson, so who skillfully directed the “orchestra” that provided the music during the ceremony.
Remember we will be holding a joint reunion with the Valley
of Baton Rouge beginning on Saturday October 11th. Get those
petitions filled out and turned in.
Also, I wish to thank Brother Lee Sands, 32° KCCH for the
wonderful meals he has been preparing. Lee, I think we will keep
you around for a few more meetings if possible!

continued from page 8
Baton Rouge Valley-Venerable Master’s Message:

not dwell on what errands need to be run as soon as the mass ends.
Ritual can have a powerful impact on our lives and thoughts. It
has the power to literally transform your brain. But ritual without
thought, without consideration, loses impact.
The lessons and degrees of the Scottish Rite have layers built
upon layers of meaning. It requires thought and engagement to
actually receive those lessons when viewing or participating in a
degree. I have personally found that when participating in degrees, degrees where I am intimately involved and not a passive
observer, are the same degrees in which I have a better understanding of the lessons and philosophy they are trying to convey.
This realization has challenged me to have a new goal for this
upcoming reunion. I am going to present in the moment and be
engaged in every degree whether I am an active participant or silent observer.
The Valley of Guthrie has started a program to encourage meditation during breaks in their reunion to help keep focused on the
events at hand. I have seen other Valleys pass out short outlines
before each degree to “set the stage” and draw attention to important moments.
This applies not just to the Scottish Rite, but also to our Blue
Lodges. The next time you are present for the opening of a lodge, I
challenge you to stay in the moment and consider the meaning and
symbolism behind what you see and hear. To remember how you
felt the first time you saw the signs given or heard the Chaplain's
Opening Prayer. I challenge you to enjoy the experience of being
immersed in something older and larger than one's self.
This year at the Baton Rouge reunion we will have a moment
of quiet reflection before each degree to allow everyone to take
a breath and focus on the moment and be in the moment. I hope
each of you will come and join in our joint reunion this year, to
consider again the life lessons taught by the Scottish Rite, to enjoy
the Fellowship among new brethren and renew old ties with other
good men. Either way, stop, take a breath, and be in moment.

Fraternally,
Leon T. “Lee” Roberts, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master

continued from page 4
Scottish Rite Fellows:

developed over the course of the weekend among brothers from
across this expansive jurisdiction. Part of that fun was going as a
group to the Washington Nationals baseball game after the event
was over. I imagine many of our Valleys would enjoy a similar
outing sometime.
The memory, that sticks most firmly in my mind, is Ronnie
Seale’s speech at the closing of our gathering, in which he explained in no uncertain terms what it means to be a leader in this
fraternity. Sitting in the hundred-foot-tall lodge room (nearing its
hundredth year in age) as he was speaking, we seemed to stand
face-to-face with the history and future of this Rite and its men.
“As Martin Luther King led the Million Man March in the name of
the universal brotherhood of man, this building stood a few blocks
away. As Hitler marched in Europe, dismantling civilization, this
temple stood here in exactly the same array as you see it today,” he
said, as the wind passed through the two open draft doors, cooling
the room in the same way it did when it was built. He reminded us
that the thirty-three men who convened in that room eighty years
ago would not be at all pleased to think that their Rite eighty years
later would focus solely on how nice things used to be. Their desire, as is the desire of all men, was not only the preservation of an
organization, but rather the flourishing of truth and our way of disseminating it. As society repeatedly crumbles and rebuilds itself,
Freemasonry remains, not because of its own operational prowess,
but because it is the natural outgrowth of truth itself. Their desire
was that Freemasonry would become a reckonable force for good
in the world, even more so than was the case in their day.
VMAP is a new project to vivify our consistories, councils,
chapters, and lodges, indeed in a way it has never happened before.
The project helps the Rite to develop into a conduit for brotherhood that is both fresh and deeply connected with its past. It deepens our connection with our ideals and with each other. If Valleys
fully embrace this project, which they themselves put together, we
will see the growth of an even more meaningful fraternal experience than before. I look forward to seeing this project unfold.

Fraternally yours,
Jeffery D Maynor, 32º
Venerable Master - Lodge of Perfection
continued from page 5
New Orleans Valley News:

a brother with you if you can.
At our September meeting, we were honored with the presence
of Illustrious Brothers S. Bruce Easterly, 33° and Gary Gribble,
33° from the Valley of Shreveport, who gave a very moving presentation on the Rite Care Speech and Hearing Clinics. Also in
attendance was Miss Aimee Adams who is the Supervising Clinical Audiologist at The Speech and Hearing Clinic at Southeastern
University in Hammond. Miss Adams spoke on the work that is
being done at the clinic in Hammond, and how the funds from the
Scottish Rite are being used. She also told of some of the children
and even adults that she has worked with and how rewarding it is
to see these patients improve and how hard they work to overcome
their communication difficulties.
Accompanying Ms. Adams were Miss Kristi Champagne and
Miss Iris Cortez. These two young ladies are recipients of the
scholarships given out by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation.
Kristi and Iris spoke about the work they are doing and how the
10
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well, you have reached the upper level of titles.
Shrine, Grotto, Eastern Star, Amaranth and many of our other
Masonically-related organizations, even our youth groups, all have
grand sounding titles which are almost all held through democratically elected offices, or given in recognition of dedicated and devoted hard work by the individual to the organization.
Certainly Masonry is not alone in title-giving, as other fraternal
groups also have titles – college fraternities have Grand Arcons,
Supreme Pontiffs, Illustrious Prefect, and fraternal service groups
such as Lions, Eagles, Moose, Odd Fellows, Woodmen of the
World, and many others also use grand sounding titles for the officers. After all, National President of the Knights of Pythias doesn't
have the same ring as Chancellor of the Supreme Lodge.
I have often wondered when visiting a Masonic event where
visitors are present who are not familiar with Masonic customs and
they see men walking around with different types of aprons, jeweled collars, and wearing ten lapel pins designating membership in
mystical groups; what must those visitors think? While this may
seem as though I am making fun of all of our titles, I am in fact
a huge supporter of titles – when used in the proper place and
at the proper time. In the world today, many look at Masonry as
an anachronistic hold-over of by-gone days where class distinction was the rule and proper etiquitte was observed by all ladies
and gentlemen. We live in a different world where Baby-Boomers
began and now Gen X'ers have turned attitudes and habits around.
The "Micro-Wave Generation" wants everything now, today, immediately. Calling someone by a Masonic title at a Bring-A-Friend
Night or an Open House can make a potential candidate and his
wife wonder what secret cult group have they been invited to attend – Worshipful Master or Venerable Master should be explained
as a title of respect meaning honorable presiding officer. We need
to be careful and mindful of how the outside world observes Masonry when we invite that world inside, and how we act and what
we say during that visit matters to a non-member.
When we step into a tyled Lodge or a Lodge of Perfection, we
have entered a different world – the outside world is distant with
no outsiders, and we are in an almost sacred place with our Brothers. We meet about our Volume of Sacred Law set upon an altar
dedicated to the True and Living God. We have knelt at that altar
and made promises to God, to our family, to our Brothers, and to
ourselves – we have taken on the title of Brother-for-Life. Any
and all other Masonic titles that may come our way are simply
recognition of our involvement, interest, and dedication to each
other. Whether we become an Illustrious, Eminent, Worthy, Sovereign, even a Puissant – we are still Brothers. In Scottish Rite, we
have some grand titles, but we are and always will be each other's
Brother. Thank you, my Brother, for continuing to be a Scottish
Rite Mason.

The FinalWord

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

“Titles”
Have you ever wondered who came up with all the the titles
that we call each other? Most of us who are Masonically inclined
don't think twice about calling each other "Brother" because it
is a good title and very meaningful. It bestows a sense of family
from the one using the title and shows connection to the one called
Brother. We are Brother Masons and proud of that title. We may
also have blood-related brothers, brothers-in-law, brothers in our
religious activities, brothers-in-arms, brothers in professional life,
and so forth. The younger generation refer to each other as "Bro"
and use it liberally. So "Brother" is a title we use in everyday conversation and it is accepted in society as "normal". The title "Sister" is also acceptable for most of the reasons already mentioned.
Somehow years ago in Masonry we got into using a prefix (remember your high school English Class) with Brother – Illustrious
Brother, Worthy Brother, Worshipful Brother, Eminent Brother.
And with that, Brother becomes a larger than life title. In Masonry,
those before us did not stop there, but kept adding – "Sir" often being used and in place of Brother. 'Right' and 'Most' are used often
on the front part, and Masons use lots of letters after their name
too, mostly starting with a 'P' for past – PM, PGM, PP, PHP, PIM,
PC, PVM, etc. We don't even think about their use; it becomes
normal for many of us to write our name and put P's after it.
Scottish Rite has bushel baskets of titles that are used often –
'Illustrious' is a big title and comes with the 33°, the official title of
which is 'Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-third
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America'. A
mouthful – which is why we just say thirty-third degree after saying Illustrious (Brother's name), 33°. A 32° KCCH member is a
'Knight Commander of the Court of Honour', and a 32° Scottish
Rite Mason holds the title of 'Master of the Royal Secret'. Each
title comes with a colored cap, all recognizable to Scottish Rite
Masons – black, red or white.
York Rite has a truck-load of titles mostly associated with all of
the appendent invitational groups – but the titles Companion and
Sir Knight are the most commonly used titles to designate membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch, a Council of Royal and Select
Masters and a Commandery of Knights Templar. 'Sovereign' is
used frequently, and my favorite is 'Puissant' which is French for
most powerful. So when you attain the title of Puissant Sovereign,

Bill Mollere, 33° S.G.I.G.
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Did You Know?
Brother Ben Franklin’s Inventions
Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Centers
• Swim Fins
•
•
•
•
•
•

Franklin Stove
Lightning Rod
Flexible catheter
24 Hour 3 Wheel clock
Bi-focals
Extending arm (to remove books
from high shelves
• Glass armonica
• Odometer
Brother Ben Franklin’s Firsts
•
•
•
•
•

First Ambassador of the United
States
Political cartoon
Chart the Gulf Stream’s temperatures and currents
To observe that prolonged exposure
to lead would cause illness.
Suggest the concept of Daylight
Savings Time

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
14598 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
Southeastern Louisiana Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Southeastern Louisiana University
Campbell Hall - Room 102
Hammond, LA 70402
Telephone: (985) 549-2214
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Southwestern Louisiana Regional
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
231 Hebrard Blvd Burk-Hawthorne Hall
Lafayette, LA 70504
Telephone: (337) 482-6490
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, SJ, to improve its members
and enhance the communities in which they
live by teaching and emulating the principles
of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, Charity, and
Truth while actively embracing high social,
moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, compassion, and dedication to God,
family and country.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
♦ Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic
knowledge through education and training.
♦ Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
♦ Support and expand our philanthropic
activities.
♦ Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term
success of the Fraternity.
♦ Provide a financial process to ensure
the stability and long-term success of the
Fraternity.

