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THE TIME IS NOW
with their own interests and desires, accomplishments and failures, they must still be bound together in one universal brotherhood.”
The Puritans, seeking relief from religious persecution, were
inspired by the Scriptures to set aside a day for prayer and
thanksgiving to God, a day which has become an American
observance, Thanksgiving Day. We as Scottish Rite Masons,
with no religious agenda of our own, celebrate the Feast of
Tishri in a manner acceptable to men of all faiths. We gather
to acknowledge the soverignty and mercies which God has
poured out with lavish hands. It is a time of rejoicing, yet a
time to pay humble adoration to the Great Architect of the
Universe, without whose aid there would be no harvest.
Check with your Valley Secretary or read the calendar of
events in this publication to find the date the respective Valleys have this ceremony scheduled. Call early enough and perhaps you can convince the Kitchen Crew to serve fried chicken!
Now that would be cause for great celebration and thanksgiving.

TISHRI
Tishri is the seventh month of the ecclesiastical year in the
Jewish Calendar; the first month of the civil calendar and falls
during the months of September or October on the Gregorian
Calendar. It is also the busiest time of the year for Jewish holidays, having thirteen days of special religious significance. The
Feast of Tishri in Freemasonry derives from the Israelite Festival of Sukkoth that lasted seven days and marked the end of
the harvest and was a time of thanksgiving. It commemorates
the exodus from Egypt, during which the Jews wandered in
the wilderness and lived in huts or booths, wooden structures
covered with palm or pine branches. In fact, many references
call this time Festival of Booths or Feast of Tabernacles, both
temporary structures to be used until the permanent settlement
in the land God reserved and the Temple built to house the Ark
of the Covenant.
In the book of Leviticus, Chapter 23 Verses 39-40 reading
Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have
gathered in the fruits of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the
LORD seven days....And ye shall take you on the first day the
boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees and the boughs
of thick trees and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice
before the LORD your God seven days. These were the materials that were used to construct the booths. The symbols of the
Sukkoth have four specific species of plants-the citron, the
branch of the palm tree, the myrtle leaves and the willow leaves.
The Dedication of Solomon’s Temple was held in connection with the Feast of Tishri and is an integral part of our Fourteenth Degree. The symbolic details in the Temple’s position,
design, construction, furnishings and decorations carry special meanings as they apply to the metaphorical temple of Freemasonry built in the heart of every Brother. Through these symbols, we learn to recommit to building Freemasonry in the hearts
of men.
In an address to the Scottish Rite bodies many years ago,
Rabbi Julius Nodel, 32° remarked on the significance of these
plants. “The citron plant produces both fruit and fragrance. The
palm produces fruit but no fragrance. The myrtle produces fragrance but no fruit and the willow produces neither fruit nor fragrance. This teaches us that there are also four kinds of people.
There are those that have knowledge and produce good deeds, corresponding to the citron. There are those that have a life of good
deeds, but have no knowledge. They are like the palm. There are
those that have knowledge but perform no good deeds. They are
like the myrtle and there are those that have neither knowledge
nor good deeds, like the willow. Yet on Succoth, all of these different species of plants are placed together and bound as one, thus
teaching us that though there are different kinds of people on earth,

Ill. Woody J. Bilyeu, 33° and Personal Representative for the Valley of Monroe &
Wallace B. McCartney, International President of High Twelve International

High Twelvian of the Year
On June 19th, during the High Twelve International Convention held at Evansville, Ind., Ill. Woody J. Bilyeau-33° and
Personal Representative of the Monroe Valley was presented the
International High Twelvian of the Year Award, during the
President’s Banquet. The award, not given every year but only
when the selection committee determines there is a deserving candidate, is for service to High Twelve, Freemasonry, and to Youth.
Service to the Community, State and Nation is also a determining
factor.
Our congratulations to Woody for being selected. The award
goes to the most deserving friend and Brother.
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York Rite Sovereign
College of North America
During the Annual General Assembly of the York Rite Sovereign College
of North America, held at Spokane,
Washington, July 20-23 two of
Louisiana’s distinguished Brothers received the Knight Commander of the
Purple Cross. Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°Sovereign Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction and Ill. Ballard L. Smith, PGM
33° and Personal Representative for the
Valley of Shreveport were the recipients of
this honor.
The Order of the Purple Cross of York,
the highest honor of the College, is conferred upon those members of the College
who have distinguished themselves by their
service to humanity or to the Rite. The recipients are designated Associate Regents
of the Sovereign College, and from their
ranks are chosen the Regents or active members of that body.
Congratulations and as the saying goes:
Even a blind hog finds an acorn every now
and then.

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33 °
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Calvin L. Elliott, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody J. Bilyeu, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W. Harold G. Ballard, 32°
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

Ill. Ballard Lee Smith 33° and Ill. Ronald
Armbrust Seale 33°-SGC during the General
Assembly

I am not bound to win, but I am bound
to be true. I am not bound to succeed, but
I am bound to live up to what light I have.
Abraham Lincoln

Calendar of Events
Supreme Council
Washington, DC
Oct 1-4
Orient of Louisiana
Conference of the Orient
Nov 11
Shreveport
Honors Day
Nov 12
Shreveport
York Rite
One Day Festival
Leesville
Sept 3
St. John of Patmos Tabernacle No. 42
Ingathering - Alexandria
Oct 8
Paypen & Malta Commandries Inspection
Lafayette
Oct 22
Indivisible Friends Comandry Inspection
Gretna
Oct 24
6th District York Rite Meeting
Shreveport
Oct 26
Statewide Make-up Festival
Alexandria
Oct 29
C A Everett Commandry Inspection
Slidell
Oct 29
St. Matthews Conclave
Red Cross of Constantine
Degree conferral & Election of Officers
Bossier City
Sept 10
Rhodes Commandry Inspection
Leesville
Nov 7
York Rite College Meeting
Alexandria
Nov 19
Grand Lodge
Grand Lodge Officers Quarterly Meeting
Alexandria
Oct 15
Shrine
Shrine Circus
Sept 10-11
Shreveport
Fall Ceremonial
Oct 8
El Karubah Temple - Shreveport
REUNIONS
Lake Charles
Baton Rouge
Shreveport
New Orleans

Sept 10-11
Sept 17-18
Sept 24-25
Oct 15
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Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation News
New Opportunities
continued:

Foundation News
The fiscal year of the Foundation
ended on June 30, 2005. I am happy to
report that the Foundation had a very
good and successful year. We finished the
year within our budget. The new year is
off to a good start, as we were able to
budget an additional graduate student for
the Admiral E. A. Barham Childhood
Learning Center in Monroe. This will
result in additional children being treated
at that Center during the summer and fall
sessions. The CPA firm, Smith-Pugh and
Company, is currently conducting the
annual audit of the Foundation.
Major expenses for the Foundation for
the 2004-2005 fiscal year were as follows:
D. Walter Jessen Civil Engineering Scholarships:
$4000.00
Professional Fees:

$4050.00

Speech, Language and Hearing Scholarships:
$24,000.00
Speech, Language,Hearing, Evaluation &
Speech Therapy:
$63,925.25
Postage, Printing and Office:

$2060.01

Travel:

$2126.40

Orient Trestleboard:

$3200.00

Officer’s Insurance:
Total Expenses for above:

$1995.00
$105,356.66

New Opportunities
On July 14th, Officers of the Foundation met with officials at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette to discuss the
opening of a Speech Center at their facility. The University has an excellent
college for their Speech, Language and
Hearing Center and their operation parallels the majority of centers the Foundation operates with other colleges. A
speech center at this location can serve

the Lake Charles Scottish Rite area. At
the present time, limited services to this
area are furnished by the Speech Center
in Shreveport through contracts with individual therapist. Officials with the University were very receptive to our presentations and a proposed contract will be
forthcoming.
On the 15th of July, the Officers of
the Foundation met with officials from
Southeastern Louisiana University to discuss opening a Speech Center at their
facility. Southeastern also has an excellent college for their Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. The
Director advised that it would be necessary to hire an additional staff member,
paid by the Foundation, to supervise the
graduate students. Overall SLU officials
were impressed with our presentation.
At the present time, the Foundation
has sufficient funds to open one additional Center this year. It is expected additional funds will be available for a second Center in fiscal year 06-07.

Scholarship Awards
The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation is pleased to announce the following Speech & Language Scholarships for
the Summer Session 2005:
Monroe
Kasey Lindow
Grace Lard
Erin Morris
Baton Rouge
Aimee Bonnette
Carley McCoy
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Timbeaux Ironman Challenge
Donations
Associated Terminals, LLC
Beryl C. Franklin
The Active Network, Inc
Daniel and Debra Hudson
Joe and Brenda Walker
Robert J. Hutchinson

Foundation Donations
William J. Mollere
Lawrence Tabony, Jr.
Frank A. Jensen
Ira J. Pennison
Ruth and H. M. Fisher, Sr.
Emory A. Belton, Jr.
John and Dee Atkinson
Raymond M. Mosher
Lionel G. Porter
Charles and Norma Glover
David and Rebecca Jacob

“It has not been my fortune to know
very much of Freemasonry, but I have
had the great fortune to know many Freemasons and have been able in that way
to judge the tree by its fruit. I know of
your high ideals. I have seen that you hold
your meetings in the presence of the open
Bible, and I know that men who observe
that formality have high sentiments of
citizenship, of worth, and character. That
is the strength of our Commonwealth and
nation.” -Calvin Coolidge
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silence. Could it be because we are
afraid of discovering our true selves?
Is it because we fear the places where
our thoughts might take us? Are we
afraid of what might challenge us if we
sit quietly and listen?

Ricks Martin Bowles, 32° KCCH

The Sound Of Silence
He said, “Go out and stand on the
mountain before the Lord, for the Lord
is about to pass by.” Now there was a
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord
was not in the wind; and after the wind
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in
the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in
the fire; and after the fire a sound of
sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it,
he wrapped his face in his mantle and
went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 1 KINGS 19:11-13
(NRSV)
One of the duties taught in the
Fourth Degree, or Secret Master, is the
duty of secrecy or silence. All Freemasons understand their duty to their
Lodge and to their brothers to keep silent concerning matters discussed in
lodge or between brothers.
Beyond this, the degree of Secret
Master teaches us that there are deeper
meanings to secrecy and silence, but
connecting with these quiet places is
difficult. We live in a society that abhors silence. In stores, elevators, even
while on hold on the telephone, we are
assaulted with obnoxious electronic
music. Even as I write these words, I
have music in the background. We
have become uncomfortable with total

The first book of the Kings, one of
the two Old Testament books that contain references to our legendary Hiram,
tells us that only in silence could Elijah
the Prophet hear God. The masters of
almost every tradition of wisdom address silence as a virtue. We have the
thought of Aristotle who said, “The
ideal man is his own best friend and
takes delight in privacy.” Marcus
Porcius Cato described the virtue of
silence, “I think the first virtue is to
restrain the tongue; he approaches
nearest to the Gods, who knows how
to be silent, even though he is in the
right.”
And the ever-cautious
Confucius warned, “Silence is a
thought that will never betray.”
In my Blue Lodge we observe two
periods of silence, each lasting approximately five or six minutes, at each
stated communication. For me, and
others in the lodge, this has become one
of the most meaningful and important
portions of the communication. The
opportunity to sit in corporate silence
with my brothers for a period of reflection, prayer, meditation, contemplation—wherever
the
individual
brother’s silent thoughts take him—is
an experience that I have not had anywhere else. I don’t think that it really
exists anywhere else with the exception, perhaps, of a monastery. An occasional worship service in Christian
churches approximates this meditative
state, but it does not happen frequently,
at least in my experience. As rare as
the experience may be, it is the one
thing that I have ever done in lodge
that truly helps me in my stated goals
as a Freemason, to control my passions
and make myself a better man.
The silence takes me to a place away
from everyday life into a place of openness to the directions the Great Architect may have for me. Doing this with
my brothers is an ultimate sharing of
4

our Masonic commitment to one another.
There is more to this than just the
silence in Lodge. There is the Lodge
of Ourselves. We are taught that the
ultimate Lodge is within us. Should
we not then, provide ourselves with
periods of silence in order to contemplate, pray, meditate and reflect alone?
I truly believe that these periods of silence can guide us to peace within ourselves and with our brothers and
friends. It can also guide us to discovery that enables us to have the influence on society that Freemasonry
should. Thomas Carlyle said, “Silence
is the element in which great things
fashion themselves together; that at
length they may emerge, full formed
and majestic, into the daylight of Life,
which they are thenceforth to rule.”
The Masonic Quest should begin in
a silent Chamber of Reflection. It is a
place to which the Freemason should
often return.
A voice far removed from Freemasonry challenges us:
Silence can be a plan
rigorously executed
the blueprint to a life
It has a presence
It has a history a form
Do not confuse it
With any kind of absence
Adrienne Rich
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on first Wednesdays of every month
Fall Reunion

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net

Fall Reunion One Day Class
October 15
Branson Trip
November 3rd thru 7th
Calendar of Events-2005
Wednesday, September 7
Feast of Tishri Celebration & 14th Ritual
Opening

Wednesday, October 5
October Fest Celebration & Entertainment

Fall Reunion

October 15

Branson Trip
November 3-7
Knights of St. Andrew
Meeting the 3rd Monday of each Month

Perpetual Membership
Our Valley offers a great way to support
the mission and legacy of the Scottish Rite
while at the same time providing a benefit
to its members. Any brother with a current
dues card may obtain a perpetual membership in our Valley. The cost is one lump sum
of $1,250.00. However, those desiring perpetual membership may also choose to participate in a payment plan while continuing to pay their dues. Please see Lloyd
Hebert, 33° for more information and details. This would make a great gift for a
Scottish Rite Brother.

Brothers, we need Petitions for our upcoming Fall Reunion. It is scheduled for
Saturday, October 15, 2005. If you know of
any brothers who might be interested in receiving more light in freemasonry, then
please do them a favor and offer them a
Petition to the Scottish Rite. Contact Lloyd
Hebert, 33°, if you need a Petition or have
any questions about the upcoming Reunion.
Additionally, if you’re already a Scottish
Rite mason and haven’t seen the degrees in
awhile, now is the time to again experience
the beautiful esoteric work, moral lessons,
and philosophical truths that each degree
has to offer. Come out and renew your zeal
for the craft

Branson Trail Drive
Our Valley is offering an exciting trip
to Branson, Missouri. It’s not too late to join
in the fun. The trip dates are Thursday, November 3rd through Monday, November
7th. The prices are: Singles 675.00, Doubles
$525.00, Triples $485.00 and Quads
$465.00. The above prices include 7 meals,
5 shows, 4 night’s lodging, transportation
and Branson Old Town tour/shopping.
Please contact and make your reservation with any of the following:
Bonnie Wall……………..504-362-3671
Charles McCarty..............504-394-2617
Paul O. Langenbeck.........504-362-4422
The Branson Trail Drive is open to all
members, families and friends of all the
Valleys in Louisiana. Stops will be made
in New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Monroe
to pick up those making the trip. All will
be advised of the locations and times of the
stops. Join us for a good time.

Knights of St. Andrew
The New Orleans Valley Chapter of the
Knights of St. Andrew (KSA) has coroneted
its first group of highlanders from the rank
and file of our Valley. Our KSA chapter will
continue to swell its ranks in the future. The
Knights hope to be of great service to our
Valley and to the Scottish Rite brethren.
You should start to see the KSA dressed in
5

continued:
Knights of St. Andrew

their informal regalia at upcoming Scottish
Rite meetings. Look for the jewel of the KSA
on berets or lapels along with our tartan
cloth—used as ribbons or flashing. Our official chapter tartan cloth is “Drummond
of Perth”—a Scottish plaid that reflects the
spirit of the 29th degree. The KSA is presently raising funds to purchase full highlander regalia, including kilts, in either our
chapter tartan or the official Masonic tartan approved by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The KSA also intends to revive the
29th degree for future Reunions. If you would
like to donate or assist with our efforts to
obtain our regalia, please contact Howard
F. Entwistle or our Valley’s Secretary for
more information.

From the Secretary’s Desk
IT’S COMING:::::The end of
the year is rapidly approaching and it’s time
to
think
about
the
change
of command in our Valley Bodies. With the
new year comes new leaders. Anyone who
would like to be considered for nomination,
must submit their resume, in writing, to the
Secretary or Nominating Committee prior
to November 1, 2005. No nominations, from
the floor, will be accepted at the Election
meeting unless the Nomination Committee
has a resume in hand.
Speaking of having it in hand, please
check your Membership Card to assure it is
current. 2006 Dues Notices will be mailed
shortly and records indicate that a few of
our members are in arrears for 2005.
Any brother who is a member of the New
Orleans Valley should forward his email
address to:
Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert, 33° at:
nosrt@bellsouth.net.
continued on page 10

In Memoriam
Shem A. Gordon, 32°
Kyle P. Kohmann, 32°
Russell B. Peterson, 32°
Claude L. Shook, 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on second Tuesdays of every month
From the Secretary’s Desk

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: atkinson@shreve.net

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, September 13, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program:

6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

FALL REUNION September 24-25
Tuesday, October 11, 2005
KCCH Club Meeting
Dinner
Regular Meeting

5:30 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Tuesday, November 8, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program

6:00 P.M.
6:30 P.M.

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

REMINDER-KCCH
The KCCH Club meets once a quarter, during the same month of the 1st District Lodge meeting. The meeting date is
always in the Calendar of Events. Your
attendance and input is needed for this
Club to be successful. The next KCCH
Club meeting is October 11th beginning
at 5:30. Get in the habit of attending and
making attendance a priority. If you
haven’t attended a District Lodge meeting recently, come to Greenwood Lodge
#409 on October 9th at 2:30 pm.

The Fall Reunion will be held on September 24-25 at the Scottish Rite Temple,
725 Cotton Street in Shreveport. Kindly
remember the church services at 11:30
a.m. on Sunday for the candidates, members and their families. Lunch will be
served immediately following the services.
Members are urged to secure petitions
for new members and plan on attending
the Reunion. Many of our Lodges have
been very active raising new Master Masons and we would be delighted to give a
brief talk on Scottish Rite during one of
your meetings.
Practice and rehearsals are scheduled
for Saturday, August 20th. You should be
hearing from the respective Degree Team
Chairmen for the exact time for your Degree.

Reunion Schedule
Saturday September 24
7:15
8:00
8:15
8:45
9:15
10:00
10:15
10:45
11:15
11:45
12:15
1:00
1:30
2:30
2:45
3:00
4:15
5:00
5:45
6:30

Class Registration
Class Picture
4th Degree
6th Degree
7th Degree
Coffee Break
8th Degree
9th Degree
10th Degree
11th Degree
Lunch
12th Degree
14th Degree
Coffee Break
17th Degree
18th Degree
19th Degree
20th Degree
Dinner
21st Degree

Sunday September 25
24th Degree
26th Degree

8:00
8:45
6

Reunion Schedule
Sunday Sept 25 continued:

28th Degree
Coffee Break
30th Degree
Church Service
Lunch
31st Degree
Coffee Break
32nd Degree

9:20
10:15
10:30
11:30
Noon
1:00
2:00
2:15

Knights of St. Andrew
The Shreveport Valley started laying
the foundation to establish a Chapter of
the Knights of St. Andrew. With the cooperation of those involved, we hope to
have a Squiring Ceremony prior to or
during the Fall Reunion. We look forward to having the KStA’s participation
in all activities of the Valley. These men
have portrayed great enthusiasm for the
Rite. Their service is needed as well as
our support.

I N M EMORIAM
Milton Hugh Anderson, 32°
William Blythe Blankenship, 32°
Donald Lionel Rogers, 32°
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on third Wednesday of every month
Guests Speakers

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

Our program of having guest speakers from local industry and government
has been a success. At a recent meeting,
Carl Kiser General Manager of
Agrilectric Power, located in Manchester, La. was our speaker. The company
has a rice mill and has developeda process of converting the hulls into an alternative fuel, creating 13 mega-watts of
electricity per hour. Agrilectric recently
developed a pelletized product out of the
remaining ashes that is sold around the
world.

Guest Speakers
continued:

or Peach Cobbler Mix. Mr. Calhoun credits
all of his success to his strong religious belief. This belief has led him to be involved
with a company in the Christian missionary film industry which he now owns and
operates in addition to the Calhoun Bend
Mill.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, September 21, 2005
Dinner with guests:
6:30 P.M.
Regular meeting:
7:30 P.M.
Progam: Ed Hayes with Long Leaf

FALL REUNION September 10-11
Wednesday, October 19, 2005

Patrick Calhoun - Calhoun Bend Mill

Dinner with guests:
6:30 P.M.
Regular Meeting:
7:30 P.M.
Program: Stine Lumber-Horticulture

New Knights of the Royal Secret

FAMILY DAY
October 22
Note: Last Friday of every month
thru October is Back Door Lunch.

At a recent meeting 5 of our new
Knights of the Royal Secret were presented their patents.

Michael Venable is presented his Patent by his
father, Rickey Venable

Carl Kiser, Manager Agrilectric Company

The guest speaker at our July 20, 2005,
stated meeting was Patrick Calhoun who
recently relocated his business, Calhoun
Bend Mill, to an available building in Alexandria. Mr. Calhoun grew up in the
Jonesville area and was a 1983 graduate of
Block High School, where he received the
Scottish Rite Americanism Award. He went
on to LSU and graduated from there in
1989. Mr. Calhoun enjoyed his mother’s
cornbread which had a distinctive flavor and
started a part-time business recreating this
item to sell to the public. His success influenced him to leave his profession and pursue the business full-time and the present
need for expansion led him to Alexandria.
Each of the meeting attendees received one
of his products, Stone Ground Corn Meal
7

Ill Richard B Smith, 33° Personal Representative,
Todd Bourque, Cory Stears, Michael Venable,
Jonathan Frazier, Briggs Becton and Happy Elliott,
32° KCCH and Venerable Master

I N M EMORIAM
James G. Hankins, 32°
William M. Monroe, 32°
Marvin W. Moss, 32°
James B. Robertson, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on second Monday of every month
Unity Lodge #267 Hosts Meeting

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Lloyd G. Pence, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: scottishrite1@juno.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday September 12, 2005
Dinner with the Ladies
6:30 P.M.
Meeting & Program
7:30 P.M.
Explanation of the 30th Degree with entertainment to follow

Recently, the Baton Rouge Valley held
a regular meeting in Houma. We were
hosted by Unity Lodge #267. Our Knights
of St. Andrew opened its Chapter and the
gathering was treated to the Knighting
Ceremony on three new Squires, all from
the Houma area. The Knights were
pinned by their wives. Unity Lodge provided a delightful meal that was enjoyed
by everyone. Although the bus took a scenic route from Baton Rouge to Houma
and an different scenic route home, everyone remarked that the trip was truly
enjoyable as well as memorable.

Fall Reunion

6:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Knightly News

September 17-18

Please note that reservations are necessary
for meals and a nominal charge of $5.00 to
cover expenses.
Advisory Committee meets at 5:30 P.M. on
the Monday before the regular meeting.

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment:
6:30 P.M.
Meeting
7:00 P.M.

ful reunion. WE NEED CANDIDATES!
If you know of a possible candidate or
your lodge has been active raising new
Master Masons, those brethren need to
be contacted. Explain that the journey
and knowledge of our Craft didn’t end
with the 3rd Degree and more light is
found with membership in the Scottish
Rite.
We have been missing some of the
brethren at the reunions and at our regular meetings. Remember we meet on the
second Monday of each month with a
meal served for a nominal fee. I look forward to seeing you soon.
Yours in good fellowship,
B. J. Guillot, 32° KCCH
Venerable Master

Monday October 10, 2005
Dinner:
Meeting & Program
FEAST of TISHRI

Venerable Master’s Message
Continued:

Katie and Bryan Zeringue, Barry and Cindy
Rodrigue and Norvin and Ronnie Kraemer
New Squires of KStA

Venerable Master’s Message
Our capital improvements have
moved rapidly this year. With the help of
the brethren, much of our work has been
accomplished. A new roof has been installed on the main building and the entire building has been waterproofed, as
well as painted. A new drainage system
was installed at the front entrance of the
main building to eliminate flooding problems at and around the doorways. Currently the air conditioning system in the
annex building is under review for upgrade or replacement. There are several
other projects to be announced soon. We
will asking for your help as the need
arises and hope you will step forward
when asked to participate.
The Fall Reunion is rapidly approaching and we need to start making
plans, if we are to have another success8

The Priory of Baton Rouge, Chapter of
Knights of Saint Andrew held their biannual elections in June. Sir Knight Keith
Duncan was re-elected as Knight Commander and Sir Knights Bryan Zeringue
and Bill Smith were elected Knights Warden and Captain. Most other appointments
were made and will be posted in next issue.
We have had a great turnout in membership and encourage more members to
attend our meetings. We are planning a road
trip to Houma this fall for food and fellowship and will have more details as they are
made. For the Fall Reunion, all Knights are
required to attend and participate in the
conferring of the 29th Degree. This degree
is run solely by members of KStA and plans
to be another great success.
Sir Keith Duncan
Knight Commander

I N M EMORIAM
James C. Bengtson, 32°
Malcolm A. Ballard, 33°
Eugene Menton McMorris, 32°
Edwin Robert Nolan, 32°
Thomas Almer Roblin, 32°
Merkel Lemoyt Smith, 32°
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on first Thursday of every month
A Musical Treat
Continued:

New Members Honored

tunes that brought rousing applause from
those in attendance. After his rendition
of Beguine the Beguine and Amazing
Grace, he received a standing ovation
from a very appreciative audience.
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

During the June meeting, following
the May Reunion, Ill. Woody D. Bilyeu,
33° and Personal Representative for the
Valley of Monroe and Lloyd E. Hennigan,
32° KCCH and Venerable Master presented
32° caps to ten of our new Brethren as shown
in the photo below:

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb32@juno.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, September 1, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
6:00 P.M.
Meeting & Program
7:00 P.M.
25 & 50 Year Members Honored

Thursday, October 6, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Meeting & Program:
Feast of Tishri

6:00 P. M.
7:00 P. M.

Thursday, November 3, 2005
Dinner with Ladies:
Meeting & Program:

6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Thursday, December 1, 2005
Annual Christmas Party
Election of Officers

6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

A Musical Treat
For those of you who missed the August meeting at the Monroe Scottish Rite
Temple, you were not able to enjoy a
wonderful, interesting and melodious
presentation. Dr. Richard Hood, Executive Assistant to the President of ULM,
presented a program that was outstanding. Dr. Hood is an excellent guitarist and
enthralled his audience with a number of
tunes presented in varying ways that cast
a new understanding on the art of guitar
picking . Dr. Hood, an admirer of the all
time great and Grand Ole Opry Hall of
Famer, Chet Atkins, demonstrated how
Chet was able to get the variation in tones
from the guitar by dampening tones in
varying ways. He played a number of

Workshop
On July 30th, our Personal Representative held a workshop at the Monroe
Temple for the Degree Masters, Cast,
Stage Crew, Class Directors and the Director of Work. This workshop was informative and instructional for all in attendance. Topics included: Current proficiency in the Degree with new Ritual,
importance of starting on time, common
etiquette in Wardrobe Room, quietness
during the Degrees, importance of
knowledgeable individual in Sound and
Light Booth. This open forum allowed
comments and suggestions that were beneficial to all involved.
An essential need was emphasized
throughout the workshop. There are
places where we desperately need additional men on various crews. Wardrobe,
Stage, Sound/Light and Cast members.
Come and get involved to help make the
Monroe Valley deserving of the large reunion class we had in May. Nineteen
class members showed that the desire for
more light was there as well as agreement that in our Valley we have fine fellowship, good eats and good programs
during our meetings. Now if we follow
the suggestions offered at the workshop,
good, instructional and enlightening
Reunions at our Temple will continue.
9

Jubilee Horse Show
In the photo below, Johnny Copeland,
President of the Louisiana Walking/Racking Horse Association presents a check
in the amount of $5000.00 to Ill. Robert
C. Joyner, 33°-General Secretary of the
Monroe Valley. This check represents the
profit garnered from the Jubilee Horse Show
sponsored by the Monroe Bodies in March.

I N M EMORIAM
Sidney J. Bolls, 32°
Donald T. Bryan, 32°
Herbert H. Dawkins, Jr. 32°
Marcus R Goss, 32°
Melvin E. Hall, 32°
Herman E. McLain, 32°
Terry R. Reeves, 32°
Gerald O. Thompson, 32°

Scottish Rite

THE TIME IS NOW

A Generous Offer
The last issue of the Trestleboard had
space for additional articles. I choose not
to use reruns for the sake of filling up 16
pages. It is not that those past Grand
Master Addresses, historical research
publications or How To articles aren’t
important. However, if they were thought
provoking when originally published,
then they have merited subsequent articles on how the ideas were put to practical use and how successful those practices are today.
The Editorial Staff and General Secretaries do an excellent job for their respective Valleys and this publication. Our
regular contributors provide significant
information on our Degrees as well as
famous Masons in history, personal experiences in Masonry and other topics.
Since I have taken you around the
barn a couple of times, I’ll get to the point
Bro. Michael R. Poll, 32° Valley of New
Orleans e-mailed me after he had received
the July/Aug issue. He has offered to provide a brother, submitting a future published
article, their choice of one of the e-books
found on www.lostword.com/ebooks.html.
Michael, owner of Cornerstone Book Publishers in Charlottesville, Va., owns and
operates lostWord to provide quality Masonic books and gifts.
The articles need to be between 7501400 words and the topic is up to you.. I
prefer you to submit them to your Valley’s
Editorial Staff member for their review. In
the case where that is not a viable option
for you, submit them directly to me. Include
your name, Valley, address and short bio
with the article.
Thank you Bro. Michael for your generosity.

Valley of New Orleans - Secretary’s Desk
continued from page 5

Once I have your email address, I can
enter it into my database and add you to an
upcoming mailing list that will notify all
those with email addresses about our
Valley’s meetings, guest speakers, and special events.
Brothers, remember, wives are more
than welcome to attend our meetings. The
dedicated ladies who regularly attend our
Valley’s meetings will be glad to meet with
them and extend any hospitality.
In the last edition of the Trestleboard, I
forgot to mention the contributions of the
brothers who conferred the 18th Degree for
our Spring Reunion. We couldn’t have done
it without you! Sorry for the omission.
Thanks!
Fraternally Yours,
Lloyd Hebert, 33°

Valley News
The brethren greatly enjoyed a patriotic
music program graciously performed for the
Valley during its stated meeting in July.
Although the New Orleans areas had been
blown about by windstorms caused by Tropical Storm Cindy, the patriotic music selection and musical execution was truly inspiring. This event certainly complimented our
Nation’s celebration of its heritage on July
4th. All brothers who participated in the
event are truly appreciated and thanked for
recreating the Spirit of 1776!
During our stated meeting in August,
the brethren dined on an excellent feast of
smoked turkey, pasta, salad, and chocolate
brownies kindly provided by the Brothers
of Jefferson Lodge #191. We also listened
to a brief history about Jefferson Lodge.
During the meal we heard delightful music
performed by Dr. Guy L. Beck, professor of
music and religious studies at Tulane University. Following the meal, your humble
correspondent, delivered a lecture on “Latin
Mottos of the Scottish Rite: Pike’s Hidden
Message from ‘Morals & Dogma’.” The
lecture was well received and Pike’s use of
Latin mottos might be, yet, one more tool
that we can use to decipher his great work.

New Valley Website!
Our Valley now has a new website for
the 21 st Century. It’s located at http://
www.nolascottishrite.com/. Please check
it out and register for our new discussion
forum. An Internet presence will allow
us to reach the younger generation who
10

Valley of New Orleans New Website
continued from previous column

communicate using the Internet and who
will benefit from our unique message.
Bro. Ed Branley graciously designed
our new website. He has kindly provided
the domain name, website design, and has
agreed to host and maintain our site. Bro.
Branley is a member of our Valley, Albert Pike Lodge #376, and Kosmos Lodge
#171 where he serves as Master Expert.
Bro. Branley was raised in April of 2004.
He has also been recently coroneted a
Knight of St. Andrew. Bro. Branley operates his own software and computer
consulting business. He also runs a
website about the Canal St. Streetcar line
(http://www.canalstreetcar.com/). And,
he has authored a popular book on this
topic.
While Bro. Branley has done the initial
startup work on the website, he needs your
valuable input if the website is to evolve.
Bro. Branley would love to add a detailed
history of our Valley from the beginning to
the present, a history of Albert Pike’s leadership in it, and any other unique entries
regarding our New Orleans Scottish Rite
heritage. If you would like to submit any
content for consideration for placement on
our Valley’s new website, then please send
a message to Bro. Branley using the forum,
or, contact our Secretary for more information.

From Your Correspondent
Brethren, I have assumed the
correspondent’s position representing our
Valley for the Trestleboard. I replace Dr.
Cornelius E. Gorman, II, KCCH, whose
efforts will be missed. I want to thank Bro.
Gorman for his service to the Valley. I look
forward to receiving his counsel on future
issues.
As your correspondent, please feel free
to approach me if you have any ideas about
what you’d like to see in upcoming issues
or if I have neglected to mention something
important. It’s a pleasure to serve. With
kindest regards, I remain:
Fraternally Yours in Light,
Marc H. Conrad, 32°
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CENTER NEWS

“Science may have found a cure for
most evils; but it has found no remedy
for the worst of them all - the apathy
of human beings.” -Helen Keller

Admiral E A Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
This Summer Semester we were able to
finance three graduate clinicians at the
Monroe Center. When the Center started in
September 1998, we were able to utilize two
graduate students from the Department of
Communicative Disorders at the University
of Louisiana at Monroe. As a direct result
of the excellent therapy, that was very
readily apparent in the clients that had received therapy, and the good news that was
spread by word of mouth by greatly impressed parents, we have had to utilize three
clinicians to handle the increased demand
for therapy.
The Clinicians serving the Center this
summer were Kasy D. Lindow, Erin N.
Morris and Grace S. Lard. These young ladies were very impressed with the facility
and were excited at being able to work with
the Scottish Rite. This additional clinician
allowed the Center to administer therapy to
two additional clients this Summer. With
the increased demand, we will be able to
provide therapy for five additional children
in the Fall and Spring semester.
With the addition to the staff, we must
increase the area comprising our Center. We
have had two therapy rooms, fully equipped,
and now must provide additional space, including furniture and supplies, for the third
clinician. We have utilized the additional
area this past Summer and plan to continue
using the area, with added furniture and
supplies, for the increased load for the future.
Beryl C. Franklin, 33°
Center Administrator

“Blessed is the servant who loves his
brother as much when he is sick and useless as when he is well and can be of service to him. And blessed is he who loves
his brother as well when he is afar off as
when he is by his side, and who would
say nothing behind his back he might not,
in love, say before his face.” -St. Francis
of Assisi

Baton Rouge Childhood
Learning Center
The Summer Semester of our Childhood Learning Center is now over. We
had a very productive session. Therapy
was provided for 20 children, most eager
to immediately enter the class rooms. A
great success for the Summer was the
Center graduated five children upon
completion of the session. These children
return to their respective school systems.
The Summer clinicians from LSU
were Ms. Aimee Bonnette and Ms. Carley
McCoy. These post graduate students are
well organized in their work and demonstrate the skills necessary to excel in their
profession. Aimee is orginally from
Avoyelles Parish and upon graduation
hopes to work with the local hospital
there. Carley is a native of Baton Rouge
and is a second year graduate student. She
would like to pursue a career in Home
Health.
The Fall Session begins on August
29th.
Joe Stroud, 33°
Center Administrator

(L)Carley McCoy and (R)Aimee Bonnette
accepting their scholarships from Dr. Mendoza
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Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33 Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
D. Walter Jessen Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
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James Franklin’s first imprisonment resulted from a minor criticism of authorities by the anonymous writer of a letter to the editor
of the Courant. While James was in prison, Benjamin, producing
the newspaper in his brother’s absence, published a Silence Dogood
letter in which the good widow declared, “Without freedom of
thought there can be no such thing as wisdom; and no such thing
as public liberty without freedom of speech…Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by subduing the freeness
of speech.”
In a subsquent letter, Mrs. Dogood remarked, “It has been for
some time a question with me whether a commonwealth suffers
more by hypocritical pretenders to religion or by the openly
profane…the hypocrite is the more dangerous of the two, especially if he sustains a post in government…we cannot better manifest our love to religion and the country than by setting the deceivers in a true light and undeceiving the deceived.”
It was on January 14, 1723 that the Courant took Mrs. Dogood’s
comments further, stating, “There are many persons who seem to
be more than ordinary religious, but yet are on several accounts
worse, by far, than those who pretend to no religion at all.” This
outraged the Council and led to James Franklin’s second censure;
they ordered him never again to publish any newspaper or pamphlet.
James and his friends decided that the best course of action
would be for James to release Ben from his indenture, so that Ben,
himself, could continue to publish the Courant. Ben and James
secretly signed a new and separate indenture for the remaining
five years of Ben’s apprenticeship.
In his first issue as independent editor and publisher of the
Courant, Ben announced that the purpose of the new enterprise
would be simply to entertain Bostonians. This he did, until he
and James could bear each other no longer.
By this time, the true identity of “Silence Dogood” was known,
and Ben was very popular. This gave him some advantage over
James. James had been something of an oppressive master and
had even, at times, inflicted corporal punishment on his brother/
apprentice. So, knowing that James would not dare to publicly
reveal the secret second indenture, Ben flagrantly violated it. At
17 years of age, with four years remaining in his apprenticeship,
he abruptly left James’s employment. He first sought work as a
journeyman printer at other shops in Boston, but a word from James
to the other printers blocked that avenue.
So, with the assistance of a friend named Collins, and selling
some books in order to pay his fare, Ben booked secret passage on
a ship to New York, “…under the notion of my being a young
acquaintance of his [referring to Collins] that had got a naughty
girl with child, whose friends would compel me to marry her, and
therefore I could not appear or come away publicly.”
No employment for a printer was available in New York. So,
Ben made his way to Philadelphia, which was to become his permanent home (though, of course, he spent many years abroad, in
service to his country). In Philadelphia, in 1752, under the pseudonym, “Americanus”, Franklin wrote a very witty repartee in response to the British government’s attempts to justify the shipping
of convicts to the colonies, despite protests from the colonies.
The “mother country” insisted on sending over the felons, “for

Dr. Lawrence C. Wade, 32°
Valley of Baton Rouge

Ben Franklin-Two Pseudonyms
Benjamin Franklin became a Freemason in 1731. His Lodge
was the first in the colonies, though it was not, at that time,
under charter from the Grand Lodge of England. In 1749, Mr.
Franklin obtained such a Charter for the Pennsylvania Lodges
and was made their first Grand Master. By that time, charters
had already been granted to Solomon Lodge No. 1 in Savannah, perhaps to other Lodges in Georgia, and, of course, to
Lodges in Massachusetts. So, the Pennsylvania Lodges were
the first in the colonies, but they were not the first established
under GLofE charter.
It is arguable that MWB Benjamin Franklin ranks with men
such as Winston Churchill in the area of statesmanship, with
such as Voltaire in wit and in philosophical insight, and with
such as Newton and Desagulier in the area of scientific prowess. Furthermore, as a writer of social and political commentary, Mr. Franklin had no peer in the colonies.
At least on two occasions, Franklin chose to write under pseudonyms. It was his first burst of pseudonymous creativity that liberated the Franklin mind and unleashed the man – then a boy of 16
– upon the world. In this instance, Franklin wrote as a woman – a
widow named “Silence Dogood”.
Franklin was bound by an apprenticeship. A written indenture, signed by his father, bound him to serve from age 12 to age
21 as printer’s apprentice to his brother, James.
James Franklin’s newspaper, The New England Courant, was
very much attuned to the principles of The Enlightenment. The
Mather family played a dominant role in the Boston Church and
thus largely ran the town Council, as well. Editorials by James and
his friends (writing at his invitation) were openly critical of Church
and State — of “ministers and magistrates” — so much so that
because of opinions published in the Courant, James was briefly
imprisoned on one occasion and was later ordered to shut down
his newspaper. Cotton Mather labeled James Franklin and his
friends, “The Hell-Fire Club.”
Young Ben, “…being still a boy, and suspecting that my brother
would object to printing anything of mine in his paper if he knew
it to be mine,” slipped the “Silence Dogood” letters under the door
of James’s printing house under cover of night. There were fourteen such letters, in all. In her first letter, Mrs. Dogood declared
herself to be “an enemy to vice and a friend to virtue”. She added,
“I am of an extensive charity and a great forgiver of private inju-

continued on page 13
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continued from page 12
Ben Franklin-Two Pseudonyms:

the improvement and well peopling” of America. “Americanus”
suggested that such concern for the improvement of the colonies
merited a show of appreciation. So, he wrote, “In some of the
uninhabited parts of these provinces there are numbers of the venomous reptiles we call rattle-snakes: felons-convict from the beginning of the world…I would humbly propose that…some thousands might be collected annually and transported to Britain. There
I would propose to have them carefully distributed…in the gardens of all the nobility and gentry throughout the nation; but particularly in the gardens of the prime ministers, the lords of trade,
and members of Parliament, for to them we are particularly
obliged.”
Americanus went on to say of colonial objections to Britain’s
deportation of criminals to America, “Let not private interests obstruct public utility. Our mother knows what is best for us. What
is a little housebreaking, shoplifting, or highway robbing; what is
a son now and then corrupted and hanged, a daughter debauched
and poxed, a wife stabbed or a husband’s throat cut, or a child’s
brains beat out with an axe, compared with this improvement and
well peopling of the colonies?” And British objections should not
be allowed to block the rattle-snake shipments, either, because,
after all, “Might not the honest, rough British gentry, by a familiarity with these reptiles, learn to creep and to insinuate and to
slaver and to wriggle into place (and perhaps to poison such as
stand in their way); qualities of no small advantage to courtiers?
Rattle-snakes seem the most suitable returns for the human serpents sent to us by our mother country. In this, however, as in
every other branch of trade, she will have the advantage of us. She
will reap equal benefits without equal risk of the inconvenience
and dangers. For the rattle-snake gives warning before he attempts
his mischief; which the convict does not.”
Fraternally,
Larry Wade,32 °

GOOD OLD DAYS
So often we hear members talk about what it was like in the
“good old days” and that it is so much different “today” than it was
in the “good old days”. Let me assure you that what we are today
and what we accomplish today is directly related to what happened “yesterday”, or in the “good old days”. We are children of
our past. We should be very proud of this, as it has made each of
us, and this great fraternity, successful for hundreds of years. A
moral truth or principle of Solomon’s days is just as relevant today
as it was yesterday, and a wrong of yesterday is still just as wrong
today. The family values and moral structure of “the good old days”
are just as pertinent today.
Today, we are constantly presented with the problem of declining membership, not only in the Masonic Fraternity, but in all
organizations. We are asked how do we stop the decline or how do
we keep the members we have? I am not a knowledgeable individual, but I do remember when I joined the fraternity, ”in the
good old days”. I remember sitting on the edge of my seat at
continued next column
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meetings, taking in all that was said, because they were saying
something I wanted to hear, and presenting it in a manner that
made me want to listen. The message that the fraternity is presenting today is the same message that has been presented for centuries and it is still the “right” message.
Perhaps we need to keep the message, but change the method
of presentation. What if we continue our moral message, but change
the package - present it in a drama form rather than a monologue.
Think of your wife or girlfriend and answer this question: What
would you rather receive - a dozen roses by themselves or a dozen
roses in a beautifully wrapped box?
A friend and I were talking the other day about our youth. I
told him that my mother, father, sisters and I would sit around the
radio on Saturday night and listen to the “Inner Sanctum”. He
advised his family did the same thing and they also had meals
together each day. Why was this our way of life? Because it was all
there was to do. Today, families are bombarded with activities they
can participate in seven days a week and organizations
wonder why their membership is declining.
All the above is nothing more than words if we don’t apply a
little action. We begin our journey in masonry searching for light.
And we should all continue to search for light. Because when that
search stops, we are in trouble.
I recall the moment in 1966 when I told my mother that I had
joined the Masonic fraternity. The pride and joy in her face made
me realize that my decision affected her as well as my entire family. My mother was instrumental in building my work ethics and
establishing the moral principles by which I have lived my life.
After hearing of my decision of joining the fraternity, my mother
told me stories of my grandfather, who would sit under a big oak
tree and coach candidates through their work, and
how her brothers had followed their father into the craft. As I
learned from my mother, I tried to teach my son, and was equally
proud as he followed me into the craft. This is our past and we can
all prosper and grow by applying its teachings.
A truly great man and Mason was Ill. Claude J. Bonnecarrere
33°. I would sit for hours listening to him talk about masonry and
life in general. His knowledge and perspective of life and masonry
was so vast, that it made you wonder, “Can I ever meet his expectations”. He was my mentor in the fraternity and a motivator in my
life and I feel so fortunate in having known him. Brother Bonnie
would say, “Wisdom comes not from how you perceive others, but
how others perceive you”. What a joy and it would be today to sit
and listen to the stories of some of these fifty-year members. Just
their stories would be lessons in life and masonry. Brethren, maybe
we all should walk in the footprints of our ancestors, as their welltraveled paths can lead us in the right direction.
What about a challenge? If you attend meetings on a regular
basis, take the time to bring one member to the meeting with you
who cannot drive himself. This would do so much for the member,
the fraternity and just might do you a little good. If you have another challenge, make it known.
Our journey in search of light begins at birth, but that light
does not necessarily end at death. I still see and search for light
from the past, as my mother, my mentor, and all my teachers instructed me. I hear their voices constantly from “the good old days”.
Fraternally,
Robert J. Hutchinson, 33 °
Valley of Baton Rouge
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Louisiana Scottish Rite Scholars
The Grand Executive Director, Admiral William Sizemore, has announced that
the Sam and Millie Hilburn Scholarship has
been awarded to Ms. Rebecca R. Kastl of
New Orleans. She is the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Peter Kastl. Ms. Kastl plans to
pursue a Master’s Degree in Speech and
Language Pathology at New York University in New York City. She considers language our most important ability and she
wants to help children better develop and
use that ability. Since graduating from college in 2002, she has worked as a Teacher
of English as a Foreign Language, and as a
Sunday School teacher. Ms. Kastl’s major
professor at Smith College, Dr. Joan
Afferica, stated that Ms. Kastl’s undergraduate performance was superior. She pursued
two majors, Russian Literature and Government. She attained the Dean’s List for three
years and was designated a Distinguished
First-Group Scholar during her fourth year
when she won the Russian Department’s
prize for translation. She performed her
internship in the American Embassy in
Moscow in the summer of 2000, and continued her studies in St Petersburg for a semester. She competed to obtain an internship in Washington, DC during which time
she studied the American political structure.
One of the most unusual activities that she
pursued was to take full advantage of her
capacity to learn languages by acquiring
Hungarian, as well as Russian and French.
She mastered Czech while teaching at the
Boland School in Brno, Czech Republic.
Ms. Kastl’s decision to pursue graduate
work in speech therepy exhibits her appreciation of a constructive way to build upon
her teaching experience and language abilities and her desire to express her sensitivity for the needs of the less advantaged.
Additionally, she is a gifted musician. The
two-year scholarship is awarded at $5,000
per year in the field of Speech Language
Pathology.
Admiral Sizemore has also announced
that Ms. Kathleen M. Barrios of New Orleans has been awarded the Shepherd Scholarship which is a scholarship award for
three years worth $1,500 per year or until
earning a degree, if that be less than three
years. Ms. Barrios plans to continue her
studies to earn a Degree in Law at the Louisiana State University Law School in Baton Rouge. She graduated from George

Continued: Louisiana Scottish Rite Scholars

Continued: Timbeaux Ironman Challenge

Washington University in May 2005, earning a Degree in Business Administration
with a 3.43 GPA with a major in Sport,
Event and Hospitality Management. While
at GWU, she received the Scottish Rite
Scholarship and the Air Force ROTC Merit
Scholarship. She was very active at GWU
and participated in co-curricular initiatives,
charitable events and sorority events. Following her commisioning into the Air Force
Reserves, she plans to continue her education in Baton Rouge. She served as a intern at the House of the Temple in 2004-05,
as an intern in the Office of Senator John
Breaux in 2003, and as a personal assistant
on a daily basis to an individual with Cerebral Palsy from 2002 – 2005. She was
highly recommended due to her competence, maturity, strong work ethic, analytical skills, personal behavior, high academic
performance, instinct for leadership, focus
and good judgment.
Louisiana Scottish Rite is proud of these
two Louisiana natives for being awarded
these two highly sought-after scholarships.
Congratulations!

allow me to enjoy my family more and still
train. But you can help some children in
Louisiana who are suffering with speech,
hearing and communication disorders.
If you have considered making a donation,
please do. This is one charity where I know
where the money goes, because I have seen
it firsthand. My contributor’s list is still
growing, and I will be more than happy to
add your name. Donations: $2,226.00

Timbeaux Ironman Challenge
I have recently passed the “100 days to
go mark” before Ironman Florida, and
I am getting a little anxious. I am anxious
about all of the training I will have to do.
I am anxious about spending less and less
time with Christine and the kids. I am anxious about raising as much money as I can
for the children attending the Louisiana
Scottish Rite Childhood Learning Centers.
Before I went to California on a vacation and to attend my cousin Sara’s
wedding, I had the opportunity to go by the
Baton Rouge Childhood Learning
Center and see some of the kids. I know
most of you have seen commercials
or received mail about different charities in
the world. And most do tug at
your heart. But to actually see and hear the
children who are benefiting from my endeavors made everything I am going
through worthwhile.
Unfortunately, no one receiving this can
ease my worries about my training.
And no one (that I know of) has invented a
time travel device nor any other means to
14

Fraternally & with God’s blessings,
Tim Hutchinson,32° KCCH
Ed’s Note: Cutoff to qualify for Janus Charity is
October 31st.

Friends and neighbors, the taxes are
indeed very heavy, and if those laid on by
the government were the only ones we had
to pay, we might more easily discharge
them; but we have many others, and much
more grievous to some of us. We are taxed
twice as much by our idleness, three times
as much by our pride, and four times as
much by our folly; and from these taxes
the commissioners cannot ease or deliver
us by allowing abatement.
A life of leisure and a life of laziness
are two things. There will be sleeping
enough in the grave.
If all printers were determined not to
print till they were sure it would offend
nobody, there would be very little printed.
Benjamin Franklin

Scottish Rite

THE TIME IS NOW

THE FINAL WORD

Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°
Deputy in Louisiana

WHY RITUAL?
Masons love Ritual. Right? Not all Masons. Many learn the
words in the “proper order” and return them time after time in
“proper order” and are proud to be able to return them time after
time – rote recitation. Some really understand the words. Some
don’t like to learn the words at all. Some “revise” the words –
well, more than some. I have been accused from time to time of
giving a candidate the Newly Revised Cajun Louisiana Edited
Edition. That accusation has usually happened after my Candidate has successfully repeated his esoteric work in one of the Craft
Degrees before Open Lodge and been advanced. A Past Master
who holds a Gold Certificate of Proficiency will wander over while
enjoying a cup of coffee during Refreshment and say, “Well, Brother
Bill, that was certainly an interesting version of the catechism”. I
was always shaky on the questions, but I always knew the proper
answers. I think that I have always spent too much time explaining the meaning of the words while working with a Candidate. I
will always remember one younger Candidate who had an excellent mind, and who argued me down during the Third Degree
coaching session when he was sure that I was wrong – it had to be
MOST Light since it was the third time we mentioned it. Those
have always been enjoyable sessions, and I now look back and
realize that each time I probably learned more than the Candidate.
But Ritual is a big part of our Masonic experience. We dwell on it
– we preach it – we hold it as the glue that makes us different from
all other groups, clubs and organizations. But Ritual is all around
us – everyday. We sometimes forget that it is RITUAL getting up
at a certain time every day. It is a ritual to bathe, dress, go to work,
eat breakfast, drive down a certain route, go to church on Sunday
at a certain time – sit in the same pew, watch certain TV shows on
certain nights, eat at the same restaurants, observe holidays, eat
chocolate, celebrate birthdays, go to funerals – these are all rituals
that we participate in every day of our lives. Yet we don’t consider
them as “ritual” in the same way as going to a Masonic meeting,
and participating in the rote opening and closing with words said
over and over the same way, time after time. We forget to stop and
consider those words and their real meaning for us, and to us. It
has been recently that a Grand Master issued a reminder that the
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ritual prayers in the Opening and Closing of a Lodge were to be
scrupulously followed – the meaning of the words needed to be
examined, not the changing of the words to suit each Chaplain’s
interpretation of those words. So it is with all Ritual – examination of the ritual itself – why do we take a certain route to work
every day? Why do we brush our teeth before leaving home in the
morning – and do we place the toothbrush in the same place day
after day after use – that is a ritual!
In the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, we are taught through
ritual, Degree after Degree, to examine, search, seek – never be
satisfied with the everyday, mundane, same event day after day in
our dealings with our Fellowman. The Ritual of each Degree helps
us down that ritual road. The Thirty-First Degree, Inspector Inquisitor, teaches us to examine ourselves, our motives, our actions
not just to our Fellowman, but within ourselves – daily, weekly,
often. It uses the background of a good man having died and
going before his Final Judgment, and being asked if he observed
the laws of the land, if he attended church in the right spirit, if he
took care of his family, if he gave to those less fortunate, if he gave
a fair day’s work for a day’s pay, if he lived a respected life and
was known as such to his fellow man. The Degree is done with
great pageantry and for a reason, but at the end, in the second
section, the candidate is again presented with a white leather apron
as a symbol of the final purity of his beginning the ritual journey
as an apprentice – remembering the ritual words - “never again
from mortal hands shall any badge so emblematical of purity and
all perfection be conferred upon you as this which is now
bestowed...it is yours...to wear throughout an honorable life....”; a
completion of a Ritual Journey just before the conferring of the
Master of the Royal Secret – the Thirty-Second Degree. That
final Degree tells us, if we are listening, that the Royal Secret is
within each of us; it is not really a secret – the Ritual has prepared
us, has tried to teach us, has given us all of the tools, and through
beautiful, meaningful, deliberate words – to look within ourselves
for the Light; it is there. The Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood
of Man – all Ritual procedures preparing us for that Final Enlightenment. Yes, Ritual is so very important to us as Freemasons – but
only if we learn its meaning and listen as it is presented – over and
over – time after time – not by rote, but meaningfully.
To each of you who know “Why Ritual” and who listen to our
Ritual, who learn each time that you hear it repeated, who examine and search and seek through your Ritual – who have learned
the Royal Secret – thank you for continuing to be a Scottish Rite
Mason.
Bill Mollere
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Did You Know?
Article VI, Sec. 1. The dignitaries and
officers of the Supreme Council are as follows:
ELECTIVE: 1. Sovereign grand
Commander, 2. Lieutenant Grand Commander, 3. Grand Prior, 4. Grand
Chancellor, 5. Grand Minister of State,
6.Grand Secretary General, 7. Grand treasurer General and 8. Grand Almoner.
APPOINTIVE: 9. Grand Chaplain
(may be an Honorary Member), 10. Grand
Orator, 11. Grand Master of Ceremonies,
12. Grand Chamberlain, 13, First Grand
Equerry, 14. Second Grand Equerry, 15.
Grand Standard Bearer, 16. Grand Sword
Bearer and 17. Grand Herald
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Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: and a people who mean to be their
own governours, must arm themselves with
the power which knowledge gives.
James Madison

FEEDBACK
Bro Editor your July/August issue was the
best yet, especially pages 12 &13. Great
job.
“California Cool Breeze” Smith
Young Man, I see where you had blank
pages in Trestleboard. When you don’t
have it, you can’t print it. And you just
don’t have it.
“Mr. Cornerstone” McAnn
You are doing a wonderful job. I am so
proud of your work. Truly a magnificent
effort and dedicated servant you’ve become. Keep up the great job. You are the
best!
Mom
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