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original writings, if any, have survived. However, parts of his
philosophical dogma remain preserved in the quotes of great
philosophical luminaries such as Plato, Aristotle, and Porphyry
and others. Much of what history attributes to Pythagoras and
his school is thought to be lore so careful study is required to
separate the wheat-from-the-chafe—it is beyond the scope of
this article to do so here. Pythagoras is credited with having
created one of the first schools of philosophy in the West after
having traveled from the West-to-the-East—a thought familiar to Freemasons. He is reputed to have gathered esoteric
secrets and philosophical light from the East. Using this knowledge, he formed a society of philosophers with three grades of
membership: Mathematicus, Theoreticus, and Electus. His
school was further divided into two parts: the esoteric (an inner school) and the exoteric (an outer school). Fidelity, secrecy, and obedience were thought to have been the fundamental principles of the order. Pythagoras also is reputed with
believing, among other things, that: “All” and “All things”
are defined by “Threes.”
While many have spent endless pages, no doubt worthwhile,
describing the Pythagorean school and unraveling its mysteries, our limited purpose here is to mention only a few of
Pythagoras’s thoughts that may have influenced Freemasonry
and also appear in the Scottish Rite Degrees and symbols. The
most obvious connections between the Scottish Rite degrees
and Pythagoras are as follows: (1) Progressive grades of membership or knowledge; (2) Adoption of cardinal principles enhancing moral behavior; (3) Study of esoteric mysteries revealed
by logic and nature; (4) Use of Pythagorean geometric shapes;
(5) Study of the “Tectractys;” (6) Use of the symbolism of the
Three; and, (7) Reverence for G-d and his goodness.
The legendary structure of the Pythagorean Order is remarkably similar to Freemasonry. The Pythagorean School used
three progressive degrees of membership—Freemasonry also
uses three stages of membership: Entered Apprentice,
Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. The Pythagoreans maintained
an atmosphere of secrecy, fidelity, and obedience. Freemasonry
uses cardinal principles and secrecy of a limited basis. The
Pythagorean Order dedicated its existence to the pursuit of
unraveling esoteric mysteries revealed by divine logic and its
imprint upon nature. Freemasonry also charges its members
to seek out answers to esoteric mysteries in the manner dictated by each member’s own personal beliefs or creed.
Pythagoras considered certain symbols and geometric
shapes as evidence of divine existence and as proof of a divine
imprint upon nature. He assigned great significance to these
geometric shapes. The revered Pythagorean geometric shapes
are the Sphere, Tetrahedron, the Cube, Octahedron, Icosahedron, and Dodecahedron; the five Platonic solids may also have

Reflections on Pythagoras and the
Scottish Rite Degrees

by Marc H. Conrad, 32°-Knights of St. Andrew
Valley of New Orleans

Pythagoras of Samos 569BC-575BC

Those who walk the path of freemasonry will undoubtedly
hear Pythagoras’s name mentioned in their Masonic travels.
His name appears in monitorial lectures and in our earliest
historical catechisms. For example, the earliest written Masonic charges from the Cooke Manuscript (circa 1425) mention Pythagoras’s name. Reverence for this great philosopher
remains consistent in our fraternity throughout the ages. Freemasonry incorporates Pythagoras’s famous theorem and the 47th
Problem of Euclid into our blue lodge symbolism. (See Figure
1). Yet, how many of us have actually taken the time to study
Pythagoras’s life, his teachings, and his school’s mysteries?
Whether we know it or not, those of us in the Scottish Rite
walk in Pythagoras’s philosophical footsteps whenever we experience or reflect upon many of the Scottish Rite degrees and
symbols. His influence upon the Scottish Rite degrees is overwhelmingly evident.

(Figure 1)

Pythagoras was born sometime between 590-690 B.C. on
the Island of Samos, near the coast of Asia Minor. None of his

continued on page 12
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Lost or Destroyed Patents

Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard
Published bimonthly by the
Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
P. O. Box 64

Shreveport, LA 71161

Editor

If your Patent was lost, damaged or
destroyed during the hurricanes, please
contact your Valley Secretary. The Secretaries will gladly replace your AASR
documents.

Steve Pence, 32°-KCCH
105 Bay Hills Drive
Benton, LA 71006
Tel: H: 318-965-9977
E-mail: storm52@bellsouth.net
Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard is published
bimonthly by the Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation. Any article or views expressed in this publication are those only of the writer and do not reflect
the official position of the Louisiana Scottish Rite.
The editorial policy of this publication grants free
reign to the Editor, within the lines of Masonic
principles and teachings. Articles and pictures submitted become the property of this publication.
Permission is granted to use contents of this
Trestleboard for Masonic purposes, as long as credit
is given to the source.

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Steven A. Pence, 32° KCCH
Valley of Baton Rouge:
C. Daniel Smith, Jr. 32° KCCH
Valley of New Orleans:
Marc H. Conrad, 32° KStA
Valley of Shreveport:
John L. Atkinson, 33°
Valley of Lake Charles:
John C. Butterick, 32°
Valley of Monroe:
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

Allegiance
The bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry, sitting in the Orient of Louisiana, acknowledge and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council
of the Thirty-third degree for the Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America (Mother Supreme Council of the World) whose See is at Charleston in the State
of South Carolina, and House of the Temple, Washington, D.C., of which
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33 °
Sovereign Grand Commander
and
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°,
Deputy in the
Orient of Louisiana
Ill. Charles L. McCarty, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of New Orleans

Ill. Ballard Smith, 33°, PGM
Personal Representative for Valley of Shreveport
Ill. Richard B. Smith, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Lake Charles

Ill. Robert J. Hutchinson, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Baton Rouge

Ill. Woody J. Bilyeu, 33°
Personal Representative for Valley of Monroe
M.W.Clayton J. Borne, III 32° KCCH
Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana

We can not solve our problems with
same thinking we used when we created
them.
Albert Einstein

Envelope Deux
Publication Change
The next Trestleboard will be a one
time, three month issue covering November, December and January. As the two
bimonthly Scottish Rite publications, the
Trestleboard and the Scottish Rite Journal, are on the same schedules this
change means you will be receiving a
Scottish Rite publication on a monthly
basis.
I haven’t told the Staff yet. I do not
envy them having to write January Valley news by the October 1st cutoff date.
Thankfully, they are a resourceful group.
If you are an officer in the four bodies
for 2007, don’t be surprised if you are
asked to don a coat and tie for an installation picture during the month of September.

Fraternal Relations Day
The Order of the Eastern Star, State
of Louisiana has cordially invited all
Masonic bodies to participate in the Fraternal Relations Day as follows:
Sept 16 Barak Shrine-Monroe
Nov 11 Acacia Shrine-Baton Rouge
The events will take place between
11:00 am and 2:00 pm. Knowing the importance of supporting each other and
joining each other in membership, OES
asks that each body provide a display for
viewing and give a three minute short talk
about projects for the year.
Food will be served along with games,
auctions and fun for the whole family.
The proceeds from these events will be
divided equally among the Rainbow
Girls, Demolay Boys, Grand Lodge Dyslexia Program, Scottish Rite Learning
Centers and the Shrine Hospital in
Shreveport.
Please add these dates to your calendar and encourage members to share a
day of fellowship and information.
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Realtors will repeatedly tell you location is everything. For fund-raising, timing and planning is everything. Solicitors do not want to compete with each
other, as they understand there is only a
finite dollar amount budgeted for charitable donations. The schedule for campaigns are designed not to conflict with
each other and to coincide with either
holidays and annual salary increases.
These are times when families might have
an emotional or spiritual attachment to
the charity or when the additional income
might spur new or increased giving.
The contribution envelope inserted in
this issue may reach you at an inopportune time. Trust me, I understand that
poor planning on my part does not necessary result in a crisis to you. I’ve had
chief clerks and secretaries remind me
often. If you are able at this time, please
give generously. If not at this time, please
retain the envelope for use in the future.

Calendar of Events
Supreme Council
RiteCare Conference
Sept 29-30
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital
Dallas
Orient
Conference Of The Orient
Oct 27-28
Lake Charles
Reunions
New Orleans
Oct 21
Shreveport
Sept 23-24
Baton Rouge
Oct 7
Lake Charles
Sept 16-17
Monroe
Oct 21
Special Events
Patsy Cline/Jim Reeves Tribute
Shreveport
Oct 5
Monroe
Oct 6
New Orleans - 2shows
Oct 7
Branson Trip
New Orleans
Nov 2-6
pick up at Baton Rouge and Monroe
available
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The Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
Foundation Scholarships
The following Speech and Language
scholarships have been awarded to Graduate
students working toward a master’s degree
in Speech Pathology. The $500 awards are
for the Summer 2006 semester.

Shreveport
Emily B Rampmaier
Stacy A Wurzberger
Monroe
Alexis P Brother

Memorials
The Foundation continues to be
blessed with donations, from members
and their families, honoring the memory
of a departed loved one or friend.
In Memory of Keith Yeager
Beryl and Nancy Franklin
In Memory of M: W: Thomas Jefferson
Pittman Jr.-PGM 33°
Beryl and Nancy Franklin
Monroe Scottish Rite Members
In Memory of Ethel L “Tommy” Blair
Beryl and Nancy Franklin

Contributions
Shreveport Scottish Rite Foundation
Members of the St. Louis Scottish Rite
Bodies
M: W: Charles H Penn III-PGM 33°
Continental Drilling & Service, Inc.
Dee and John L Atkinson

Correspondence
University of Louisiana
Monroe
Dear Mr. Atkinson:
On behalf of the faculty and students of
the ULM Department of Communicative
Disorders, please accept our sincere
thanks for taking the time to travel to
attend our conference luncheon at the
Monroe Scottish Rite Temple in Monroe.
The entire conference, which was attended by nearly two hundred persons
from throughout Louisiana, was a huge
success, thanks a great deal to the involvement of Scottish Rite. We were especially excited to have the opportunity
to showcase the activities at our Scottish Rite Clinic, as well as publicize the
efforts of the Louisiana Scottish Rite
Foundation statewide in addressing the
needs of children with communication
disorders.
We are grateful for our continued affiliation and look forward to many more
years of collaboration as we serve children with communication disorders.
Sincerely,
Judy A. Fellows, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Department Head

Scottish Rite Speech and Hearing Clinic
P O Box 64
Shreveport, LA 71161
There aren’t enough words to properly
express the way we feel. Our family has
been truly blessed by your care and concern for the children in one community.
This is just to let you know you are appreciated.
Sincerely,
The Conley Family (Joshua)

continued next column
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Correspondence continued:

Dear Mr. Atkinson:
I am so grateful for the Scottish Rite
Foundation Scholarship for this past
year. Thank you so much for helping students like me. It has been a sincerely
good experience working with the children and I’m so thankful for the financial help.
Thank you again,
Kendal Cole

Louisiana Scottish Rite Foundation
c/o Mr. Atkinson
I want to thank you for the financial aid
that you have giving me this year through
your scholarship program. Your financial
aid and the hands on experience working with the children at the Clinic has
meant so very much to my education and
career choice. As you bestowed blessings
on me, I pray that they are returned to
you 1000 fold.
Thank you,
Emily Rampmaier
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Enlightenment Lite
II-Copernicus, Brahe, Kepler

subsequently, on the strength of Brahe’s data, became a staunch
advocate of the heliocentric theory of Copernicus.
In 1609, just about the time Galileo was first putting his eye to
the telescope, Kepler, published his first two laws of planetary
motion. The first law quite simply stated that Copernicus was
correct — that the orbits of celestial bodies are heliocentric and
elliptical. The second law stated that for any constant interval of
time, the area under the arc inscribed by a celestial body’s orbital
travel is constant — wherever it might be on the elliptical path of
its orbit. (I know, math is hard, but don’t let it get you bogged
down. It’s just a way of recognizing that when the satellite body is
close to the object it is orbiting, it moves faster, and when it’s
farther away, it slows down.) In 1619, Kepler published his third
law of planetary motion (also slightly complicated), stating that
the square of the circumference of the orbit of a celestial body is
proportional to the cube of the mean radius of its orbit.
Kepler’s moxie was more than matched by his chutzpah. As
verbal fanfare for the unveiling of his Third Law, he wrote, “Perhaps my book will not have readers for a hundred years, but God,
himself, has waited six thousand years for someone to gaze upon
his creation with understanding.” (Such a smart aleck! Wouldn’t
he be embarrassed, if he knew how wrong he was about the age of
the universe!)
Kepler’s Second Law seemed to make it clear that it is their
distance from the Sun that controls the velocity of the orbiting
planets. This fact is at the heart of Sir Isaac Newton’s later worldchanging Theory of Universal Gravitation, the one idea most responsible for finally ushering in The Enlightenment. But already
— beginning with Copernicus, Brahe, and Kepler — men were
looking for Truth not in the ancient books that were owned and
controlled by The Church and The State but in Nature, itself, by
the direct application of the God-given senses. Note, too, that they
were working without the benefit of calculus, which was not invented for another 45 years.

by Larry C. Wade, MD-32°
Valley of Baton Rouge

Tycho Brahe

Ptolemy’s views on astronomy — which placed Earth at the
center of the universe, and thus at the point most removed from
God — remained largely unchallenged until 1543, when Nicolaus
Copernicus published a claim that the orbits of celestial bodies
are heliocentric (i.e,, having the Sun as their center), and elliptical — not perfectly circular. For centuries, The Church had attached itself to the notion of perfectly circular orbits as an illustration of the perfection of God. Copernicus was thought to have
committed heresy, challenging the perfection of God. It was as if
God could exist only if the orbits of celestial bodies were perfect
circles. (Oh, ye of little faith! — and we’re talking about The
Church!)
Tycho Brahe (1546-1601), a Dane, was raised by his uncle,
who sent him to Copenhagen to study law. Behind his uncle’s
back, however, Tycho studied astronomy. Brahe’s skills as an
astronomer were so keen that King of Denmark, in order to prevent him from leaving that country, granted him a generous pension and an island, Ven, on which to establish an observatory.
Let’s keep in mind that for Ptolemy, for Copernicus, for Brahe,
and later for Johannes Kepler, the study of astronomy involved
observations with the naked eye — the telescope was not invented
until 1608 and was first used in astronomy by Galileo in 1609.
Brahe constructed his own instruments with which to track
the celestial bodies. He remained on the island of Ven for 21
years (1576-1597). In 1599, Brahe moved, with many of his instruments, to Prague, where he assumed the position of Imperial
Mathematician of the Holy Roman Empire at the court of Emperor Rudolph II. (Imagine what his business card would have
looked like.)
Just as Brahe was meant to be an attorney but became an astronomer, Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) started out to become a
priest but became – you guessed it – an astronomer. Tycho Brahe
recognized Kepler as a star astronomer (pun intended), so, in
1600, he invited Kepler to come to Prague as his assistant — an
offer that Kepler couldn’t refuse. Could it be that Kepler somehow knew that Brahe would be so good as to die, just a year later?
Surely not. But die Brahe did, leaving all his data to Kepler, who

Johannes Kepler

continued next column
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Valley of New Orleans News
The Oldest Scottish Rite Valley in the World - Chartered April 7, 1811
Albert Pike was Grand Commander of Grand Consistory of Louisiana
From April 1857-January 1859
Meets on the first Wednesday of every month
Valley News

New Orleans Scottish Rite Temple
619-621 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130-3503
Secretary: Lloyd A. Hebert, 33°
Tel: 504-522-3789
Fax: 504-527-5892
Email: nosrt@bellsouth.net
WebSite: www.nolascottishrite.com

Fall Reunion
October 21
Calendar of Events-2006
Wednesday, September 6th
Feast of Tishri
KStA to Offer the Toasts
Esoteric Lecture on Feast of Tishri

Wednesday, October 4th
Guest Cajun Chef
Esoteric Lecture

Saturday, October 7th
Patsy Cline/Jim Reeves Tribute

Saturday, October 21st
Fall Reunion

Wednesday, November 1st
New Guest Chef

Branson Trip November 2-6
Wednesday, December 6th
Annual Christmas Music Program

Knights of St. Andrew
Meeting the 3rd Monday of each Month

On July 5, 2006, the Valley of New
Orleans celebrated the 4th of July. After
a traditional holiday meal, the brethren
enjoyed patriotic music performed by the
Jerusalem Shrine Band. Our Venerable
Master and all of those who attended the
concert applauded the musicians for their
skill and the entertainment provided.
After the festive event, the proceedings
closed with a thankful prayer for the liberty and freedoms that we all enjoy and
for the soldiers who have and now are
protecting those freedoms.
On August 2, 2006, the Valley held
an open event to meet new brethren and
those interested in learning more about
Scottish Rite Masonry. The brethren and
our guests dined upon a traditional New
Orleans meal of gumbo and potato salad.

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew will perform
the traditional toasts for the Feast of Tishri
in September. The Knights participated in
this important ritual last year—they are
honored to do so again this year. The
Knights are still gathering the regalia and
items needed to add the 29th degree ritual to
an upcoming future reunion. The Knights
need Scottish regalia and many other items
to perform the degree. If you would like to
donate a kilt, sash, sword, or flag of Scotland, or even money for use to purchase
these and other items, then please contact
the Valley’s Secretary. Anything donated
would be most appreciated.

Upcoming Events
On September 6, 2007, the Valley will
celebrate the Feast of Tishri. All of the
brethren should attend this honored, traditional, and obligatory event to renew their
dedication to the ideas, beliefs, principles,
and brotherhood fostered by the Scottish
Rite. During the event, we will give thanks
for the many blessings that we have received
this year from G-d. The Feast of Tishri also
symbolically restores light from darkness
to our Valley as done in King Solomon’s
Temple in the Biblical age—a belief very
dear to the Masonic tradition.
On October 7, 2006, the Valley will hold
its major fundraising event for 2006. The
Valley is pleased to announce that it will
host a musical concert in our historic auditorium featuring the timeless and much celebrated music of Patsy Cline and Jim
Reeves. There will be afternoon and
evening performances. Please contact our
Secretary to reserve your seats today. Brothers, please know that space is extremely limited for this event. It is sure to sell-out
quickly so purchase and reserve your seats
early.
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From the Secretary’s Desk
Brethren, again, I would like to share
more information about a Masonic club
that brings me great joy every third Friday of the month. I am a member and
officer in the “Greater New Orleans High
Twelve Club.” We meet as a group at
Andrea’s Restaurant in Metairie and at
other locations once every month to enjoy a fine gourmet meal and listen to a
guest speaker. Guest speakers are usucontinued on page 11

In Memoriam
Charles Joseph Adams, Jr.-32°
Wesley Cretus Burkhardt, 32°
Charles Walter Gras, Jr.-32°
David Lee Todd, 32°
Milton Muriel Williams, 32°
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Valley of Shreveport News
Chartered October 26, 1913
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month

Shreveport Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101-9713
Secretary: John L. Atkinson, 33°
Tel: 318-221-9713 Fax: 318-226-0843
Email: sratkinson@bellsouth.net
Web: www.shreveportscottishrite.com

Fall Reunion - September 23 & 24
Give a Living Legacy! Donate to
the Shreveport Scottish Rite
Foundation

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, September 12th
Dinner with Ladies:
Open Meeting & Program
Feast of Tishri

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Saturday & Sunday Sept 23-24
Fall Reunion

Thursday, October 5th
Patsy Cline/Jim Reeves Tribute

Tuesday, October 10th
Dinner:
Regular Meeting
KCCH Club Meeting

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
5:30 PM

Note: Advisory Conference meets at 5:00
P.M. before each meeting.

Knights of St. Andrew
Meeting the first Tuesday of each month.

From the Secretary’s Desk

Knightly News

The Fall Reunion will be held on Saturday September 22nd and Sunday the
23rd. Church service will be held at 11:30
on Sunday for candidates, members and
family. Lunch will be served immediately
following the service.
Practice and rehersals are scheduled
for Saturday September 16th and you
should be contacted by your Degree Team
Master to provide the scheduled time.
Our area district lodges have been very
active this year. Members are urged to secure petitions from these new Master
Masons.
John L. Atkinson,33°

The Shreveport Chapter of the Knights
of Saint Andrew held it’s first Squiring
Ceremony on June 20th, 2006. Undergoing
the Initiation process are Buddy Blair, Joseph Moore, and Steven Mead. These outstanding Masons are the first Squires since
the Chapter formed last October. Already,
they are involved actively in the Chapter
and Valley participating in greeting members and guests, accommodating their
needs, and working in the degree work. Enthusiasm and Zeal for the organization are
already being displayed actively by all
Knights and Squires. We are participating
in many aspects of all Special Events and
we are looking forward to the Upcoming
Fall Reunion in September.
Any Mason interested in the Knights
of Saint Andrew, please contact John Ayer,
Knight Commander at (318) 773-5209.

Secretary

Reunion Schedule
Saturday Sept 23rd
Class Registration
Class Picture
4th Degree
6th Degree
7th Degree
8th Degree
9th Degree
10:00 A.M. Coffee Break
10th Degree
11th Degree
12:00 Noon Lunch
12th Degree
14th Degree
2:15 P.M. Coffee Break
17th Degree
18th Degree
19th Degree
20th Degree
5:30 P.M. Dinner
21st Degree

7:15
8:00
8:15
8:45
9:15
10:15
10:45

Faithful in Service
John Ayer
Knight Commander

11:15
11:45
1:00
1:30
2:30
3:00
4:15
5:00
6:30

Sunday Sept 24th
24th Degree
26th Degree
10:15 Coffee Break
30th Degree
11:30 Church Services
12:00 Lunch
31st Degree
2:00 P.M. Coffee Break
32nd Degree
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8:00
8:45
10:30

1:00
2:15

I N M EMORIAM
Sammy Cloud, 32°
Alexandria
Jewell William Moss, 32°
Shreveport
Jack Temple Ravenna, 32°
Shreveport
Calvin Fuller Reynolds, 32°
Shreveport
Wilbur Lee Whittington, 33°
Shreveport
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Valley of Lake Charles News
Chartered October 16, 1923
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month
2006 Officers
Lodge of Perfection:
Venerable Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Herrin J. Ducote, 33º
Harold Young
Jimmy Leger

Chapter Rose Croix:
Wise Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

R. D. Verret
Daryl Johnson
Ken Michel

Council of Kadosh:

Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Secretary: Charles G. Callahan, 33°
Tel: 337-436-1676 Fax: 337-436-1673
Email: lcscotti@structurex.net

2006 Membership Dues are payable
and past due on January 1st 2006

CALENDAR OF EVENTS-2006
Fall Reunion, September 16-17
Wednesday, September 20th
Past Venerable Masters Night

Wednesday, October 18th
Open Meeting with Program

Saturday, October 28th
Family Day-Habbi Shrine Center

Wednesday, November 15th
Eastern Star and Birthdays

Wednesday, December 20th
Christmas Program
Note: The last Friday of every month, through
October, is Back Door Lunch.

Knightly News
The Knights of St. Andrew have
changed the time of the meetings beginning in September. Meetings will be held
a 6:00 pm on regular stated meeting
nights, in the Lodge room. These meetings will take place before the supper
meal. The KStA is interested in building the membership beyond the current
twenty (20) members, allowing the KStA
to present the 29th Degree during all reunions. The Knights of St. Andrew is
open to any 32° Scottish Rite Members.
Please contact Richard Fox, Jim Golding,
Rocky Schexneider or John Butterick for
information and applications.

Commander:
1st Lt. Commander:
2nd Lt. Commander:

Bill Bailey
Allen Fruge
Archie Hickman

Consistory:
Master of Kadosh:
Prior:
Preceptor:

Al Blanchi
John Butterick
Cliff Heath

Treasurer to All Bodies:
Clarence Callahan

Fall Reunion
On Saturday, September 16 and Sunday,
September 17, 2006, the Lake Charles Scottish Rite Bodies will hold its Fall Reunion.
This reunion class will be named for Ill.
Alton B. Honeycutt, 33o, IGH. Brother
Honeycutt was a humble man that lived his
Masonry through service to his brethren.
This was demonstrated by his stubborn will
to do the most unpleasant tasks by himself.
Up until about six months before his death,
Brother Alton would climb down into the
elevator pit to empty the overflow cans, a
pretty good feat for a man that was 90 years
old. He gave himself the title of head latrine orderly, as he was always engaged in
cleaning and repairing chores around the
Masonic Temple in Lake Charles.
Alton B. Honeycutt was initiated as an
Entered Apprentice Mason on August 5,
1954, passed on February 20, 1955, and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason on June 29, 1955. In his fifty plus
years of Masonry, he remained active in his
mother lodge, Lake Charles Lodge #165
F&AM, serving as Master in 1989. He also
served as Treasurer before assuming the
Secretary’s job for many years. He also
chaired the Masonic House Committee and
assumed the responsibility for building
maintenance and upkeep. He was also an
continued next column
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active member in Rudolph Krause Lodge
#433 and Universal Lodge #470, both in
Lake Charles.
Brother Honeycutt’s Scottish Rite career
began in 1964, when he became a 32o, Master of the Royal Secret, Scottish Rite Mason. He immediately joined the Scottish Rite
Kitchen Crew and was head dishwasher for
more than thirty years. Recognizing his
devotion and faithfulness to the Craft,
Brother Alton received the rank and decoration of a Knight Commander of the Court
of Honor on October 15, 1979, and subsequently received the 33o, Inspector General
Honorary on November 11, 1995.
Brother Honeycutt was also a charter
and active member of Habibi Shrine Center. He served on the advisory board of
Charles F. Buck Order of Demolay. He frequently prepared meals for and cleaned up
after nearly every Masonic related order
imaginable.
By profession, Brother Honeycutt was
in the transportation business. He was terminal manager for Younger Brothers Trucking Company when he retired from active
service. He was a proud World War II Army
Veteran, and truly an exemplar member of
the “Greatest Generation.” Sharing the
many fold memories of his life was his wife
of nearly 70 years, Mildred, two daughters,
one son, and two generations of grandchildren. His work here is done, but through
this class, may his memory live on as a dedicated man, patriot, husband, father, and
Mason.

continued on page 11

I N M EMORIAM
Kenneth “Bobby” Cagle, 32°
Daniel W. Chellette, 32°
Earl W. Gentry, 32°
Zeno E. Goodwin, 32°
Leroy W. Horswill, 32°
George C. Kagarice, 32°
M:W: Thomas J. Pittman, PGM 33°
Brian D. Sandiford, 32°
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Valley of Baton Rouge News
Chartered October 20, 1955
Meets on the second Monday of every month
Venerable Master’s Message

Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Temple
14598 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70819
Secretary: Lloyd G. Pence, 33°
Tel: 225-275-0668 Fax: 225-273-0750
Email: BRSR@bellsouth.net

Fall Reunion - October 7th

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday July 10th
Dinner with the Ladies
Regular Stated Meeting
Masonic Education

6:30 PM
7:30 PM

Monday August 14th
Dinner with the Ladies
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:30 PM
Guest Speaker: Dr. Mary Manheim

Brethren can you believe that 2007 will
be here before you know it! Where has the
time gone?
In the Baton Rouge Valley our Childhood Learning Center has been doing a
wonderful job with the children and it is
something that I frankly cannot put into
words other than to say it warms my heart
in knowing that I had some small part in
helping a child; especially ones that I have
had the privilege of seeing in person.
Our 100TH Reunion is fast approaching.
It is will be held Saturday, October 7th,
2006! The next few months will be very
active with Widows Night being on August
19th. September 11th we will have a Declaration of Independence Program. October
9th will be Feast of Tishri. We still need to
get in Fund Raisers for our sign, so on and
so on. See you at the next meeting if not
before.
James E Grady, 32 ° KCCH
Venerable Master

Knights of St. Andrew
Meets the 4th Monday of every month.
Refreshment:
6:30 PM
Meeting
7:00 PM

Member Highlights
Congratulations to our newest Endowed Member, Bro A. Nicholas Auck.
A hearty welcome to Bro Joseph M.
Hurt who has affiliated with the Valley
of Baton Rouge.
Please welcome Bros. Ray D. Brooks,
Leslie F. May and Warren C. LeTeff who
have returned to membership in the Valley.
On a final note, check your dues card,
if it does not have 2006, then you are
delinquent in your dues. Please pay them
promptly.

Fraternally,
Joe Stroud, 33°

Knightly News
The Baton Rouge Chapter of Knights
of Saint Andrews will be holding the opening ceremony, commemorating the 100th
Scottish Rite Reunion in Baton Rouge. Our
group will be on hand to assist in parking,
food services and all presentations. We invite all Brother Knights from the other Valleys to join us in a historic 100th Reunion.
Fraternally,
Sir Keith Duncan, 32° KStA
Knight Commander
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Personal Representative
Message
The Baton Rouge Valley will celebrate
its 100th reunion on October 7th. It will be
great to have 100 new members in the class
and at least one member from the previous
99 classes present. Regardless of whether
we have one or 100, our degree teams will
perform the degrees to their normal high
standards, our cooks will prepare delicious
meals that are culinary works of art, our
members will be available to help and explain to the new members the message of
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry and we will
enjoy each others company and talk about
the past, present and future, because this is
a reunion, a time to gather and refresh old
friendships and gain new friendships. In
1816 Thomas Jefferson said, “I like the
dreams of the future better than the history
of the past”. Our reunions allow brothers to
have the best of both, the past and the future. We welcome all our members and hope
they will join with us in the reunion experience.
For 22 years the Baton Rouge Valley has
been fortunate and privileged to have as its
General Secretary a man who exudes Freemasonry from every pore of his body. His
dedication to masonry in general has only
been exceeded by his dedication to his family, his God and possibly to trying to get
that little round golf ball in the hole. Lloyd
Gerald Pence has been the glue that has kept
continued on page 10

In Memoriam
Clarence Leo Dykes, 32°
Independence, La.
Walter Charles Siebert, 32°
Ethel, La.
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Valley of Monroe News
Chartered November 13, 1971
Meets on the first Thursday of every month
Feast of Tishri
continued:

Monroe Scottish Rite Temple
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Secretary: Robert Joyner, 33°
Tel: 318-343-6388

Membership Retention

attend and bring your wife or girlfriend (but
not both) for an interesting evening with
your Brethren. The program will include a
presentation on the significance of the Celebration. This year the inspirational message will be brought by the Rev. Jeffrey
Luellen of the Hyde Park Baptist Church
on Wallace Dean Road in West Monroe.

Fax: 318-343-5492

Email: msrb33@bellsouth.net

Fall Reunion October 21st

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, Sept 7th
Feast of Tishri

6:30 PM

Thursday, October 5th
Dinner with the Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Friday, October 6th
Patsy Cline/Jim Reeves Tribute

Saturday, October 21st
75th Reunion of Monroe SR Bodies

Thursday, November 2nd
Dinner with Ladies
Meeting & Program

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Saturday, November 11th
Veterans Appreciation Night

6:30 PM

Feast of Tishri
This year, the Feast of Tishri will be
observed on September 7, 2006 at our regular Scottish Rite meeting. This is always a
delightfully inspirational meeting with the
Ladies present and a scrumptious dinner.
This regularly scheduled meeting is utilized
to celebrate the Feast of Tishri which is
named for the Hebrew month of Tishri and
it falls in September and October, overlapping the two months this year. It was decided to hold this obligatory celebration in
September and since our regular meeting
is on the first Thursday, we have merged
the two. This Feast is often referred to as
“The Feast of the Tabernacles” and celebrates the completion of King Solomon’s
Temple during the harvest season. Plan to

The Fall Reunion Oct 21st
This Fall Reunion is the 75th Reunion
held by the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies,
as was mentioned in the July-August, 2006
issue of the Louisiana Scottish Rite Trestleboard, this will be the Platinum Reunion.
That is a heap of Reunions anyway you look
at it. Remember when you were a little boy?
Now I realize that in some cases (including mine), that was a long time ago, but
you thought your Dad or some other older
man was someone to look up to because they
showed you how to do something that made
life more fun and fulfilling! Now is the time
for you to be looked up to for showing a
Brother how to enrich his life and receive
more Masonic Light by giving him a petition for the Scottish Rite Degrees. He is
already a 3rd degree Master Mason, think
how proud he would be to be known as a
Thirty-Second Degree Scottish Rite Mason!
When you get a Brother Mason to become
a Master of the Royal Secret it gives you a
feeling of inner satisfaction, knowing you
have helped a Brother to more Light that is
offered in the Scottish Rite Degrees. You
will be proud and the Brother will feel that
you have helped him to have a more fulfilling life and understand the significant
teachings that encompass More Light from
the Scottish Rite.
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Ill: J. W. Jackson, 33°, Chairman of the
membership committee for the Monroe Valley has been as busy “as a cat on a hot tin
roof” calling members who have forgotten,
or neglected to pay their dues for 2006. He
has been reasonably successful and is trying to greatly reduce the number of members that are frequently lost for Non Payment of Dues (NPD). If you know a Brother
who is remiss in paying his dues, talk with
him, show him that someone cares about
his being a Brother Scottish Rite Mason and
help influence him to pay his dues!

Class Members Receive Caps
The following members of our last reunion class were presented their caps at the
May 4, 2006 meeting of the Monroe Scottish Rite Bodies: Chance Brandon Brasiel,
Darron Sean Peterson, Wilford Courtney
Hatten, and Matthew Sidney Walton. The
presentations were made by Ill: Clifford D.
Whitehead, 33° and Ill: Woody D. Bilyeu,
33°, Monroe’s Personal Representative of
Deputy Ill: William J. Mollere, 33°. This
was an impressive ceremony and was appreciated by all in attendance.
Fraternally,
Beryl C. Franklin, Ph.D., 33°

continued on page 10

I N M EMORIAM
Dowell Hunter Byrd, 32°
Ernest Lee Carter, 32°
Harry Glen Crossley, 32°
Bobby Gene Hazelton, 32°
H. N. Prine, Sr. 32°
William Lewis Rasbury, 32°
Edward Berritt Taylor, 32°
Jimmy Clay Williams, 32°
Keith Yeager, 32°
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Monroe Valley News
continued from page 9:

Monroe Scottish Rite Valley
By Dr. Calvin B. Folds, 33º, PGM
Prior to 1970, membership in the Scottish Rite required a petition to the Valley of
Shreveport. A trip to Shreveport required
two weekends to receive the degrees. Even
with this, there were a large number of Scottish Rite Masons in this area of the state.
Dr. Dee A. Strickland, 33º, was Sovereign Grand Inspector General for the Orient of Louisiana, as well as Grand Prior of
the Supreme Council. At that time, a group
approached him with the idea of a Monroe
Valley, and on August 19, 1970, letters temporary were issued to forty-eight brethren
to form the four Bodies in Monroe. From
this humble beginning the membership in
the Monroe Bodies grew to over 800 by the
time the first class was held on December
6, 1970. The first class numbered over 200,
and a picture is displayed in the dining area.
The degrees were presented at that time by
Brethren from the Shreveport Bodies, and
were conferred at the Civic Center Theatre.
For the second class on May 8, 1971, members of the Monroe Bodies were able to perform the degrees and have since that time.
The Bodies continued to grow and the charters were presented by Grand Commander
Henry Clausen at a banquet at the Monroe
Civic Center on November 13, 1971.
The Monroe Bodies associated with the
then Collegetown Lodge #465, which was
organized in 1964. Additional space was
added to the original Lodge building to accommodate both Bodies. In 1971, the dining hall was added, and the stage area extended with the present jewelry room being
used for the secretary’s office. As more
room was needed for the secretary, in 1978
the present secretary’s office, library, robe
room, and storage area was added to complete our present facility.
Organization of the Monroe Bodies has
been a great asset to Masonry in this area
as we endeavor to support the Blue Lodges
in every way possible. To each new member, we invite you to become active in any
area in which you would like to serve, and
continue the progress of the Bodies.

Family Night
Last year we tried to get members and
their families (not just wives) to enjoy the
Fellowship that we enjoy. This year we hope
to have it in December so watch for next
Trestleboard for the announcement.

Baton Rouge Valley News-Personal Rep Message
continued from page 8:

the Baton Rouge Valley on an even keel,
steady as she goes. His knowledge and experience has been the cornerstone to many
positive decisions in the Baton Rouge Valley. If the work he does for Scottish Rite
were not enough, his service to his blue
lodge is exemplarily for he is a Past Master
of St. James Lodge #47 and has served as
their secretary for over 20 years. Despite
the fact that his vision has been impaired
by cancer and is getting progressively worse,
he is still at every meeting, doing his job,
directing his brethren, giving them the wisdom of experience. I, as well as many others, am very proud that Lloyd Pence is our
brother and just as proud that he is our
friend.
James Patrick “Jim” Fleming, Jr. has
been almoner for the Baton Rouge Valley
since 1974. Recently, he advised the valley
that he would have to retire as almoner and
the valley immediately made him Almoner
Emeritus. Working behind the scenes, Jim
has helped countless hundreds of members
in his capacity as Almoner that we will forever be in his debt. Jim has served masonry
in many capacities, serving as WM of
Eastgate Lodge #435 and many other offices in his blue lodge, Venerable of the
Baton Rouge Lodge of Perfection as well as
head of the other bodies in the Scottish Rite,
active participant in many degrees, robe
room director, Demolay and Rainbow Dad.
No task has been too large or too small for
Jim to handle. Jim is a perpetual member
of his blue lodge and the Scottish Rite and
his dedication to our craft has been and remains very much appreciated.
Theodore Roosevelt “Ted” Arthur, Jr.,
a man who epitomizes the ideals of freemasonry. Ask him to do a job and he wants to
know when you want him to start. A Past
Master and Past Secretary of Fairfields
Lodge #425, former chapter dad of both the
Rainbow and Demolay, Past Venerable
Master of the Lodge of Perfection, Chairman of Widows Night Program for many
years, Tiler of the Valley for many years, a
loyal usher of Broadmoor Methodist
Church, active in Eastern Star. How many
more accolades can we put forward to describe this man except that he is a good
friend and brother.
Brethren, by choice I have decided to
write something about some of our members to place in each Trestleboard. None of

Baton Rouge Valley News-Personal Rep Message
continued:

the members I have listed above seek recognition, but they deserve it. Brethren,
sometime in the next few days, think of
someone who has had a positive effect on
your life. If that person is still alive, pick
up the phone and call him or her and let
them know you are thinking about them and
that you do care.
I thank each of you for all you do and
may God bless you.

Fraternally,
Robert J. Hutchinson., 33°

New Orleans Valley -Secretary’s Desk
continued from page 5:

ally prominent community leaders, captains of industry, judges, lawyers, or anyone else who has a positive message. This
year we heard lectures from the Insurance
Commissioner of Louisiana, a Louisiana
Fifth Circuit Appellate Judge, and others. To find out how to attend, please
give me a call or contact the High Twelve
Club Secretary, David B. Way, at
dwayPM@yahoo.com, or 985-643-3805.
Wives, friends, and guests are always invited to attend High Twelve luncheons.
Fraternally
Lloyd A. Hebert, 33° Secretary

Fall Reunion
The New Orleans Valley will hold its
annual Fall Reunion on Saturday, October 21, 2006. If you know of anyone who
is interested in exploring the esoteric secrets of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and in furthering the fraternal
bonds in freemasonry, then please give
them a Petition to apply to receive the
Scottish Rite degrees.
If you are already a Scottish Rite mason, then please make plans to attend the
Fall reunion to renew your dedication to
the craft and to learn more about is esoteric mysteries. We still have space on
several degree teams if you would like to
become more active in the Valley. All
dedicated brothers are welcome—we have
no strangers in our Valley. For more incontinued page 11
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New Orleans Valley News
Fall Reunion continued:

New Orleans Valley News
From Your Correspondent continued:

formation or for a Petition, please contact Ill. Bro. Lloyd Hebert, 33°, Secretary.

those of you unfamiliar with the Stoic school
of philosophy, it was embraced and its works
preserved by the early Christian Church
because of Stoic school’s reverence for GD, humility, their belief in the soul, their
belief in a divine inner spark, their belief in
an internal divine voice of reason, and their
devout respect for morality and pious good
character. Please forward all comments to
my email address at:
marc@mhclawfirm.com.
I will provide my own explanation in
the next issue. The fragment for your consideration appears below as follows:

Orient of Louisiana and
New Valley Jewels
With much thanks to Ill. William J.
Mollere, 33<, Deputy in Louisiana, and
others, our Orient and all of its Valleys
have commissioned the production of
beautifully detailed Consistory jewels for
wear by the brethren at Scottish Rite
events. These limited production jewels
will be available for sale in our own Valley in the immediate near future. The
price is estimated at $25.00. The jewel
comes with a stylish black leather-like
hanger for wear with a suit or sports coat.
Please be sure to reserve your jewel
promptly since these items are extremely
collectable—for example, our Valley’s
version of the jewel hails from the world’s
oldest Scottish Rite Valley and will be in
much demand by international collectors.
For more information about purchasing
a jewel, please contact our Secretary: Ill.
Bro. Lloyd Hebert, 33°.

Perpetual Membership
Our Valley offers a great way to support the mission and legacy of the Scottish Rite while at the same time providing a benefit to its members. Any brother
with a current dues card may obtain a
perpetual membership in our Valley. The
cost is one lump sum of $1,250.00. However, those desiring perpetual membership may also choose to participate in a
payment plan while continuing to pay
their dues. Please see Ill. Bro. Lloyd
Hebert, 33° for more information and details. This would make a great gift for a
Scottish Rite Brother.

From Your Correspondent
Brothers, I wanted to share a philosophical fragment from the Stoic school
of philosophy for your reflection and
thought. The author is Epictetus who was
a Greek stoic philosopher (circa 55-135
C.E.). He worked as a slave to a freedman
of the Emperor Nero until another Roman
Emperor banished all philosophers and
freethinkers from Italy in 90 C.E. For

The other day I had an iron lamp
placed beside my household goods.
I heard a noise at the door and on
hastening down found my lamp carried off. I reflected that the culprit
was in no very strange case.
“Tomorrow, my friend,” I said, “you
will find an earthenware lamp; for
a man can only lose what he has.”
The reason why I lost my lamp was
that the thief was superior to me in
vigilance. He paid however this
price for the lamp, that in exchange
for it he consented to become a thief:
in exchange for it, to become faithless.

CENTER NEWS
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
We are pleased to have two new clinicians in our Center for the summer session.
Tiffany Scavo, a native of Metarie, is
an honor graduate of LSU-Baton Rouge
in communication disorders. She looks
forward to becoming a Speech and Language Pathologist. You have to love her
as she is an avid Tiger Fan!
Alicia Picou, a native Westfield, New
Jersey, received her undergraduate degree
in english literature from the University
of North Carolina. She also looks forward
to graduation and becoming a Speech
Pathologist. She still cheers for the Tar
Heels.
Joe Stroud, 33°
Center Administrator

The Golden Sayings of Epictetus, XI-XII.
Fiat Lux,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA.

Tiffany with Anthony. Yes, Tiffany is a graduate
student!

Lake Charles Valley News
continued:

Upcoming Calendar
Our regular stated meeting in September will honor Past Venerable Masters
and our new 50-Year members. We will
have another guest speaker, so we encourage everyone to attend to enjoy the program and congratulate the brethren attaining the 50 year anniversary.
The annual Family Day will be held
on Saturday, October 28th at the Habbi
Shrine Center. There will be games and
activities for the kids, bingo for the
adults, train rides and entertainment for
all. You may look forward to great food,
family photos and novelties for sovenirs.
Our Deputy, William J Mollere, will be
attending as well as the Personal Representatives and Valley Secretaries from the
Fraternally,
Orient.
John C. Butterick., 32°

continued next column
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Reflections on Pythagoras
continued from previous column:

Reflections on Pythagoras
continued from page 1:

cance of the Judeo-Christian tradition incorporated in the Scottish Rite degrees. The legends of the Bible and the legend of
King Solomon’s Temple play an undisputed role, or, at least,
provide a background story that acts as a vehicle for delivery
of esoteric meanings or lessons. One obvious relationship between the Pythagorean “Tectractys” and the Judeo-Christian
tradition is the belief that the name of G-d bears a relationship
to the number four. The Judeo-Christian tradition and the Scottish Rite attribute the name of G-d to four letters: the
“Tetragrammaton.” On the other hand, the Pythagorean
“Tectractys” and its relationship to the number four also claims
to bear a mysterious relationship to the divine existence.
The Masonic connection between King Solomon’s Temple
and Pythagoras in the Scottish Rite degrees is further demonstrated by the fact that the Tectractys contains one of the sacred geometric shapes revered by Pythagoras and the JudeoChristian tradition: the cube. The Ark of the Covenant was
reputed to have rested upon a perfect cube in the Holy of Holies in King Solomon’s Temple. Ill. Bro. Pike briefly mentions
the cube’s relationship to Masonry in his discussion of the first
degree—Masonry also refers to the cube as a “perfect ashlar”
(Morals & Dogma, p. 6). To see how the Pythagorean cube
and the Masonic “perfect ashlar” appear in the Tectractys,
please refer to Figures 3 & 4.

been significant to Pythagorean thought and were incorporated
into later Greek philosophy. Pythagoras also assigned divine
significance to the legendary symbol of the “Tectractys”—an
equilateral triangle containing a total of ten points arranged in
four rows consisting of one point, two points, three points, and
four points. (See Figure 2).

(Figure 2)

Pythagoras believed that the “Tectractys” revealed a divine
relationship between the numbers four and ten, demonstrated
the essence of G-d, and, in fact, incorporated all of the sacred
geometrical shapes listed above. With a bit of careful gazing,
you can, indeed, see that all of Pythagoras’s sacred geometric
shapes may appear inside of the “Tetractys.” Of profound interest, however, is the fact that Pythagoras’s “Tectractys” and
his sacred geometric shapes are also scattered throughout the
Scottish Rite degrees.
Students of Ill. Bro. Albert Pike’s Morals & Dogma will
notice his frequent reference and discussion of Pythagoras and
Pythagorean symbolism as they relate to Freemasonry and the
Scottish Rite degrees. The Pythagorean “Tectractys” is frequently mentioned and discussed by Ill. Bro. Pike while assigning esoteric meanings that he thought were hidden deeply
within the structure of the Masonic degrees. Ill. Bro. Pike
expressly mentions Pythagoras and refers to Pythagorean mysteries in three chapters in Morals & Dogma. Indirect references may also appear in other degrees.
He first mentions Pythagoras in his discussion of the 2nd
Degree (Fellowcraft) (Morals & Dogma, p. 60-62). He next
discusses Pythagoras and Pythagorean mysteries his largest
chapter in Morals & Dogma while discussing the 28th Degree
(Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept) (Morals & Dogma, p. 626639, 789). He also refers to Pythagoras and the Pythagorean
“Tectractys” in the 32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal
Secret). (See Morals & Dogma, p. 843-844). Ill. Bro. Pike
surely believed that Freemasonry’s mysteries and Pythagoras
were deeply entwined and incapable of separation since he devotes much discussion of their relationship in his greatest work.
He would certainly challenge contemporary Scottish Rite brethren to decide for themselves whether such relationships exist.
However, the Pythagorean influence upon the Scottish Rite
Degrees does not end with direct textual references to
Pythagoras and a simple duplication of the “Tectractys” symbol by Ill. Bro. Pike in Morals & Dogma—this would too easy
of a discovery and unworthy of our esoteric tradition where
meaning is seemingly hidden everywhere one chooses to peak
behind a veil. Pythagorean symbols or a resemblance thereof
are scattered throughout the Scottish Rite.
Serious students of Freemasonry will recognize the signifi-

Ill. Bro. Pike also explains the cube’s significance to the
Judeo-Christian tradition, Pythagoras, the Tectractys, and Freemasonry in his discussion concerning the 2nd Degree (Morals
& Dogma, p. 60-62). He emphasizes the number four and its
relationship to the name of G-d. He uses the number ten and
its relationship to the number of Patriarchs and the number of
divine laws—the Ten Commandments. He also uses the number twelve in describing the number of points in a cube, the
number of Apostles from Biblical scripture, the number of tribes
of Israel, and includes other possible connections. These examples show us why the Scottish Rite and Ill. Bro. Pike have
historically joined these two schools of thought together—Perhaps, both contain divine answers or esoteric secrets? These
hidden mysteries continue to attract students and their similarities bear explanation, study, or, at least, intellectual pause
by Scottish Rite brethren.
A Pythagorean symbol found in the “Tectractys” also appears in the 6th Degree of the Scottish Rite (Intimate Secretary). The core symbol used in the 6th Degree is three unilateral trianges joined together at their points forming a “Triad.”.
(See Figures 5 & 6). This is the jewel of the “Intimate Secretary.” It refers to the “Triad” or sacred number of three. The
number three or relationships of three are found frequently
throughout Masonic teachings, the catechism, and ritual.

continued next column

continued page 13

(Figures 3 and 4)
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pubescant.” (Roughly translated: opinions differ, but some
stand the test of time). You are charged to study them and
form your own opinions.

Reflections on Pythagoras
continued from page 12:

(Figures 5 and 6)

Ill. Bro. Pike describes Pythagorean beliefs and schools of
philosophy influenced by Pythagorean thought in the 28th Degree (Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept). (See Morals &
Dogma, p. 667-99). He also incorporates and merges several
philosophies using the Pythagorean “Tectractys.” (See Figure
7). (See also, Morals & Dogma, p. 698). This relationship
merits careful study to unravel the meanings and the merger
of these schools of thought within the symbolism of the degree.

(Figure 10)

Fiat Lux,
Marc H. Conrad, 32º, KSA.
Marc received his Juris Doctorate from Loyola University School of Law in 1994 and is in private practice in Metairie. He is a member and Past Master of
Hiram Lodge #70, Jacques de Molay Commandry No.
2, Jerusalem Shrine and the Louisiana Lodge of Research. He is currently the Grand Lodge Attorney and
serves on several Grand LodgeCommittees. Marc is
very active in all four bodies of the New Orleans Valley of the Scottish Rite and is a charter member and current Senior Warden of the
Knights of St. Andrew. A member of the Trestleboard Editorial Staff,
he richly adds to this publication.

(Figure 7)

Finally, in the 32nd Degree (Sublime Prince of the Royal
Secret), Ill. Bro. Pike again uses Pythagorean influenced geometric symbols to convey the essence of that degree. (See
Morals & Dogma, p. 839). (See Figures 8 & 9). He also specifically mentions Pythagoras’ name and his influence in the
Chapter. (See Morals & Dogma, p. 843-844). The “Great
Encampment” portrayed in the 32nd degree and ritual also
contains all of the geometric symbols revered by the
Pythagorean and Greek schools of thought. One can also see
the “Seal of Solomon” and the “Star of David”—all are capable of appearance within the bounds and points of the
“Tetractys.” (See Figure 10).

(Figures 8 and 9)

In sum, Pythagoras and his influence upon the Scottish Rite
degrees merit further in depth study to determine, what, if any,
significance they bear on the Scottish Rite and whether they
have any deeper esoteric meaning. Ill. Bro. Pike ends the preface to Morals & Dogma with his foremost overlying thought
for students of the Scottish Rite: “Opiniones secundum
varietatem temporum senescant et intermoriantur, aliæque
diversæ vel prioribus contrariæ renascantur et deinde
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THE LAST WORD
The poem that was here has
THE DASH
been removed
it is
by Lindabecause
Ellis
copyrighted.
I read of a reverend who stood to speak
at the funeral of his friend.
He referred to the date
on her tombstone
from the beginning... to the end.
Ill. William J. Mollere, 33°

He noted that first came the date of her birth
and spoke of the date with tears
but he said what mattered most of all
was the dash between those years.

Deputy in Louisiana

Brethren and Friends who read this Trestleboard - - Thank you
for the generous and kind remarks that some of you make concerning the information contained in this publication, and particularly for your remarks concerning my small effort in contributing these articles. It helps to know that some people are actually
reading this Trestleboard. I say that because of our recent efforts
to assist many who have been affected by Katrina and Rita – two
storms that cut the heart out of our Orient, in September a year
ago, and displaced so many of our Brethren and their families –
and that many had initially overlooked the relief effort that Scottish Rite was offering. The hurt, the misery, the loss and destruction, even after a year, are still beyond the belief and comprehension of most.
On one of my recent visits to the New Orleans area, a dear
friend and Brother was riding with me and asked if we could drive
through some of the damaged areas. We went into the 17th Street
Canal area, the lakeside area, into Gentilly – he could not believe
what he saw – the news reports, the newspapers, TV, magazines
had not prepared him for what he actually saw. Our drive was in
just a small area that was destroyed, and he was amazed and depressed by our little side trip.
Our Orient has been the recipient of many generous contributions from those who care – other Orients, many Valleys, many,
many individuals - $10 from this Brother, a $1,000 from that Valley, and so it has come in to assist. This Orient, little Louisiana,
has been the recipient of over $100,000 from Scottish Rite Masons
who care about their Brothers; who have come to our Relief. So
far, we have been able to assist many with these funds, and have
given almost all of it away to those in need. We keep looking and
hope to “go into the hole” before it is over – many more need our
assistance, and many have been too proud to let us know of their
needs. But the stories we learn about are heart warming – a Brother
who told us that he received a medical bill from the period that he
was displaced and he had no insurance coverage at a particular
health care facility that was used; he just received our assistance
donation, and said that was what he needed, and it came at the
right time! Another Brother had lost his home, and his family’s
stay in temporary housing was not covered by any insurance payments, and he had received our assistance donation, and it came at
the right time to pay his bill! One of our Scottish Rite Brothers
passed away from storm-related activities, and his widow had no
resources – we were there with funeral expenses – we were there

For that dash represents all the time
that she spent alive on earth, and
now only those who loved her know
what that little line is worth.
For it matters not how much we own;
the cars, the house, the cash.
What matters is how we lived and loved
and how we spend our dash.
So think about this long and hard,
Are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is left
You could be at “dash mid-range”
If we could just slow down enough
to consider what’s true and real,
and always try to understand
the way other people feel, and
be less quick to anger,
show appreciation more
and love the people in our life like
we’ve never loved before.
If we treat each other with respect,
more often wear a smile
remembering that this special dash
might only last a little while.
So when your eulogy is being read
with your life’s actions to rehash...
would you be pleased with the things they say
about how you spent your dash?

continued page 15
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believe- That sometimes when I’m angry I have the right to be
angry, but that doesn’t give me the right to be cruel. I believeThat just because someone doesn’t love you the way you want them
to doesn’t mean they don’t love you with all they have. I believeThat maturity has more to do with what types of experiences you’ve
had and what you’ve learned from them and less to do with how
many birthdays you’ve celebrated. I believe- That it isn’t always
enough to be forgiven by others. Sometimes you have to learn to
forgive yourself. I believe- That no matter how bad your heart is
broken the world doesn’t stop for your grief. I believe- That our
background and circumstances may have influenced who we are,
but we are responsible for who we become. I believe- That just
because two people argue, it doesn’t mean they don’t love each
other, And just because they don’t argue, it doesn’t mean they do.
I believe- That you shouldn’t be so eager to find out a secret. It
could change your life forever. I believe- That two people can look
at the exact same thing and see something totally different. I believe- That your life can be changed in a matter of hours by people
who don’t even know you. I believe- That even when you think
you have no more to give, when a friend cries out to you - you will
find the strength to help. I believe- That credentials on the wall do
not make you a decent human being. I believe- That the people
you care about most in life are taken from you too soon.
Thank you for believing, for caring, for giving, for continuing
to be an active Scottish Rite Mason.

The Last Word
continued from page 14:

when she needed someone who knew about Relief! These are only
three stories and there are so many more. Notes and letters telling
us that we remembered them and did not forget our Brothers in
need – Freemasonry – Scottish Rite Freemasonry in action – can
we not help but know that we have come to the help, aid and assistance of our Brethren in need? That part of our Obligations can be
safely kept in that place, that repository in our hearts, and nurtured because of our actions – the actions of so many who came to
our relief when our hand was outstretched – Brotherhood! Saying, “Thank You, my Brother”, is not enough. We need to remember what we are about – we are Freemasons in action – the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry – we need to continue to act on our Brotherhood!
In this issue of the Trestleboard is an envelope, inserted in the
center of this issue. Please take the envelope from the center and
keep it handy. It can be used for donations, for Memorials when
someone dies, as an “In Honor Of” for someone who needs to be
recognized for something special, it can just be a gift – but it is all
tax-free giving and goes into our Scottish Rite Foundation to be
used for funding our Childhood Learning Centers – all 5 – our
engineering scholarships – and any other special areas that are
designated on the envelope – just use it when you have the opportunity - please. A nice note will be sent to you acknowledging
your gift, and a nice card will be sent to the individual or family
who is being honored or memorialized. It is truly a gift that continues giving.
We all receive comments, jokes, articles in our emails today –
some get too many, most are deleted. Recently, the following piece
arrived at my email address, and it came at the right time. I needed
the message contained, and it needed to be passed along to some
dear people who were close to me. It gave me an opportunity to
say some things that needed to be said, but were best said through
this little piece. Hopefully, you will enjoy it, believe it and pass it
along to others. So, have a seat; relax; and read this slowly - I
Believe I believe- That we don’t have to change friends if we understand that friends change. I believe- That no matter how good a
friend is, they’re going to hurt you every once in a while and, you
must forgive them for that. I believe- That true friendship continues to grow, even over the longest distance. Same goes for true
love. I believe- That you can do something in an instant that will
give you heartache for life. I believe- That it’s taking me a long
time to become the person I want to be. I believe- That you should
always leave loved ones with loving words. It may be the last time
you see them. I believe- That you can keep going long after you
can’t. I believe- That we are responsible for what we do, no matter
how we feel. I believe- That either you control your attitude or it
controls you. I believe- That regardless of how hot and steamy a
relationship is at first, the passion fades and there had better be
something else to take its place.
I believe- That heroes are the people who do what has to be
done when it needs to be done, regardless of the consequences. I
believe- That money is a lousy way of keeping score. I believeThat my best friend and I can do anything or nothing and have the
best time! I believe- That sometimes the people you expect to kick
you when you’re down, will be the ones to help you get back up. I

Bill Mollere, Deputy
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Did You Know?
Baton Rouge Scottish Rite Childhood

“Upon the death of a Sovereign Grand
Inspector General, Active or Emeritus, notice thereof shall be given the Sovereign
Grand Commander, who shall cause to be
promulgated a suitable memorial of his life
and Masonic service. Upon the death of an
Inspector General Honorary, the Sovereign
Grand Inspector General or Deputy of the
Supreme Council for the Orient shall notify the Grand Executive Director. The Sovereign Grand Inspector General or Deputy
of the Supreme Council shall also cause a
suitable memorial page to be set apart in
the records of the Lodge of Perfection of
which the deceased Inspector General Honorary was a member. This section, however,
shall not be construed as prohibiting the
Sovereign Grand Inspector General or
Deputy of the Supreme Council, or the
Lodge, from promulgating an other suitable
memorial if desired.
The Albert Pike Memorial Services shall
be held upon the Sunday preceding the regular sessions of the Supreme Council and the
Sovereign Grand Commander shall appoint
acommitte to make neccessary arrangements thereof.”

And there was...
Did you notice that the Envelope Issue didn’t include an envelope? There is
a perfectly good explanation, which I am
under strict orders not to reveal. Suffice
to say that it had everything to do with
peaking additional interest.
A few years ago, I worked for a Vice
President of Transportation-COO that
grew tired of getting the response as to
why something had occurred being “Sh*t
happens”. In his infinite wisdom he
brought everyone together for four days
in Kansas City. A huge banner was hung
over the entrance to the meeting room
that read: “Sh*t don’t happen for no good
reason”. It was our daily mantra, along
with two days of a Steven Covey workshop explaining time management. The
session closed with instructions on how
to use a Franklin Planner and tapes to
listen to while we drove. I was still trying to make sense of the grammatical errors in the banner.
We were subject to inspections that
included having your planner on your
person or the satellite note pad in your
pocket. My full leather binder cost $350
and the annual refills ran another $120.
The VP left our employ after 11 months,
leaving me to remark: “Sh*t happens”.

Learning Center
P.O. Box 15766
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-5766
Telephone: (225) 275-0668
Admiral E. A. Barham, 33° Scottish
Rite Childhood Learning Center
205 University Avenue
Monroe, LA 71203-3701
Telephone: (318) 343-6388
D. Walter Jessen Scottish Rite
Childhood Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
619 Carondelet Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Telephone: (504) 522-3789
Shreveport Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
Scottish Rite Temple
725 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101
Telephone: (318) 221-9713
Lake Charles Scottish Rite Childhood
Learning Center
University of Louisiana-Lafayette
Lake Charles Masonic Temple
717 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Telephone: (337) 436-1676
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